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Dear Friends,
Last week during the Wednesday Evening Prayer Service | read a prayer for blessing during Advent. | fQattitit in

Daily Prayer The blessing is so composed@$ave several readers, but it can be used by a single reader. | offer it here as a part
what might be your own Advent reflections.
God of the watching ones,
give us your benediction.
God of the waiting ones,
give us Your good word for our deu
God of the watching ones,
the waiting ones,
the slow and suffering ones,
give us Your benediction,
Your good word for our souls,
that we might rest.
God of the watching ones,
the waiting ones,
the slow and suffering ones,
and of theangels in heaven
and of the child in the womb,
give us Your benediction,
Your good word for our souls,
that we might rest and rise
in the kindness of Your company.
Two of the prevalent themes of Advent are watching and waiting. Both actofitiies soul are a means of spiritual
discipline as we seek to discern the deeper meaning of GodOs Word becoming flesh in BethlehemOs child.
Watching and waiting are not easy for us, especially in our GheeslspeedO world. We are used to actionyabee the
super active, we measure ourselves by how much we have to do. Many, too, have to watch and wait during times of crisis, sep:
pain and loneliness. It surely is not difficult for us to empathize with those who feel distressed or deépeessadon in which the
themes are joy, happiness and festive activities are assumed to be the norm. All of us, IOm sure, have been in less than an Oa
mode when everyone else seems to be singing Oalleluias.O
It is just at such times, howevenat watching and waiting prayerfully can open us enough to be surprised by hope and res
for our spirits. In all that we feel that we must do, may it be that we wait and watch for a light, a Star, on the horizon of hope. Tt
ultimate benediction (blessii for prayeroriented waiting and watching is to experience the kindness of GodOs company which is
available for birth in our hearts and spirits.
Love,

g ©The Church of the Pilgrimage in Plymouth, MA Inc., all rights reserved.
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ON OUR CALENDAR

Dec 16 Morning Worship at 10am, Rev. Gary Marks,
preaching. Cherub Choir and Junior Choir rehearsal after
worship. The Advent Candle Service will be led by the Coombs
family. Pageant rehearsal in the sanctuary following morning
worship.
Dec 17 Monday Meal’s of Hospitality, 10:30am-1:00pm.
Dec 18 Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am. The
Advisory Board and the Board of Trustees will meet at 7pm.
Dec 19 Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am. Rev.
Moody will be in the office at 9:30am. Evening Prayer in the
sanctuary, 7pm. Choir Rehearsal in the sanctuary, 7:30pm.
Dec 20: Rev. Moody will be in the church office at 9:30am.
Dec 21ForefatherOs Dayinter Solstice: Rev. Mark will
offer a prayer at the Forefather’s Day Banquet. Rev. Moody
will be in the office at 9:30am.
Coming Events-
Dec 23: The Fourth Sunday in Advent/Christmas Sunday.
Dec. 24: Christmas Eve
-Family Christmas Eve Service with Living Nativity in
the sanctuary, 7pm
-Candlelight Christmas Eve Service with Communion in
the sanctuary at 11:30pm.
Dec. 25: Wishing all a blessed Christmas.
Dec. 26: The Church office will be closed.

CHURCH RECORD

Hospitalized: Gilbert Besse was at Jordan Hospital as was
moved to The Newfield House. Kakie Walters is now at The
Newfield House.

Sympathies: We were saddened to learn of the death of
Rosemarie Sleasman last week. Our sympathies are with her
daughter, Susan Quick.

FLOWERS: In loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. James M.
Bolger, and William B. Stearns, Jr. Given by the Stearns
family.

GREETERS: Ken & Alice Heckman

NOTES-

The church office will be closed on December 26" to give the
staff some time with family and friends.

There will not be a weekly issue of The Pilgrimage Herald for
December 30

Our church’s Open House on the night of the Christmas Tree
Lighting was heavily attended and greatly appreciated. The
sanctuary was magnificently beautiful and that loveliness was
enhanced by Elizabeth Chapman Reilly’s offering of Christmas
music on our organ. We thank all who made the event such a
success and single out the great organizational work of Dianna
Budge, Jenny Healy, and Suzanne Anderson. It was a
wonderful evening!

Our church hosted Overnights of Hospitality from December 9™
through December 15,

THANK YOU TO THE MORRISSY FAMILY

We thank the Morrissy family for providing us with our Advent
Candle Service on December 9", Philip Chandler also took part
in the service.

OLD CHURCH WINDOWS

Ever wonder what happened to the old windowpanes? Our own
Don Moore has beautifully leaded and etched individual panes,
and they are available for purchase at $100 each or $200 for 3,
with all proceeds to go towards replacing the rest of sanctuary
windows. Each pane comes with a copy of our church covenant
and Chuck Harper's "Church Windows" poem. Orders will be
taken via a sign-up sheet in Allerton Hall on Sundays in
December by Jessica Hague (who will have a sample for
viewing). Please note that the process to create these panes is
quite time consuming, so the actual dates of delivery will be
staggered throughout the winter and spring. These windows are
gorgeous, and we hope you strongly consider taking one or
more home!

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR STAFF
Please see Jessica Hague if you would like to participate in this
year’s gifts for our Pastors, Sexton and Office Administrator.

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT
Now is the time to plan year-end charitable gifts. As the end of
the year approaches, many church members begin to consider
how they might provide financial support for the church and at
the same time obtain a charitable tax deduction in 2007. Gifts
eligible for charitable tax deduction are:

I Cash

I Appreciated Securities

I Charitable Gift Annuities (the subject of the next

Stewardship Moment)

I Life Insurance
Let’s talk about Life Insurance:

Younger members of the congregation might wish to make
the church a beneficiary of a portion of the death benefit of their
policy. Example; $100,000 insurance policy-$90,000 death
benefit to wife and children and $10,000 to The Church of the
Pilgrimage. Cost of the gift is dependent on the policyholder’s
age and might be as little as 2! % per year.

Older church members might change the beneficiary on their
existing policy to benefit the church. Perhaps the insurance
policy is no longer relevant to their estate planning needs. Their
children are grown and college educations have been paid for by
other means. To get an immediate charitable deduction,
members and friends might consider making the church both the
owner and beneficiary of their insurance policy.

While the church may give you possible suggestions about
how to use insurance as a vehicle to gifting wealth, it suggests
that you contact your insurance professional or attorney about
actual details.

The year is coming to a close. Act now to lock in those
charitable tax savings and give the church a much-needed gift to
carry on its mission.
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SENIOR HIGH MINISTRY NEWS

We invite all 9“‘, IOth, llth, and 12® graders to join us for an
experiential approach to youth ministry. We’re meeting the 2™,
3" and 4™ Sundays of the month from 10:15-11:15a.m. This
means our next meeting will be this Sunday, December 16"
Come to the beginning of the worship service in the sanctuary
before going to the JRC’s youth room for the day’s youth
ministry experience. This month we’re exploring faith, film,
and popular culture. Our theme is YourTube: is there a
message in the media®e hope you’ll join us! Also in the
works: a Senior High Mission Trip to Tarboro, North Carolina
to work with Habitat for Humanity in building homes in a
hurricane-ravaged area. The trip will be June 22" -27", 2008.
The cost of this trip is $450 per person. We will be working on
planning some fundraising activities to reduce this cost.

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY

We invite all 6™, 7%, and 8" graders to join us! Our next
Junior High activity will be Sunday, December 30thMeet
after church at 11:45a.m. for pizza and a movie, as well as
planning for our trip to New York City on March 15-2"%. The
cost of this trip is $110 per person. We will be working on
fundraising plans to reduce this cost at our Dec. 30™ meeting, so
plan on attending the meeting if you want to go on the trip! For
this trip, we’ll join other junior highs from the Mass Conference
to journey to the Episcopal Cathedral of Saint John the Divine in
New York City for NightWatch. For more information, go to
www.macucc.org/youth/nightwatch.htm

CONFIRMATION NEWS

Our next Confirmation Meeting will be this Sunday, December
16" from 11:45-1:15p.m. Confirmands, be sure to meet with
your Mentor to watch the December movie: Amistad Rev.
Heather has a copy of the movie that you can borrow if you
need it. If you haven’t watched October’s movie (Contac) or
November’s movie (Dead PoetOs Socigtyith your mentor,
please do so ASAP.

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING

We are inviting our children to bring a non-perishable food item
each week for their offering. This offering will go to the
Plymouth Food Warehouse which in turn supports numerous
food banks throughout Plymouth as well as neighboring
communities. Please see the Missions announcement about
what you can donate.

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT |NFORMATION

Sunday, December 16™: Pageant Rehearsal. Following the
worship service, there will be a Pageant rehearsal in the
sanctuary. It is important that all who plan on participating
attend this rehearsal.

Monday, December 24" Christmas Eve Family Service,
7:00p.m. Children participating in the Pageant need to arrive at
the church by 6:30p.m. to get dressed in costume and ready for
the Pageant.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH NEWS

Holiday Toy Drive Our annual children’s toy collection is
happening now! Please bring a new, unwrapped gift for
children to church with you. Leave the toys in or near the

basket in Allerton Hall. These toys will be dedicated and
donated this Sunday. Many thanks!

Overnights of Hospitality. Our second week of overnights
sponsored by The Church of the Pilgrimage will take place from
January 13-19. As we have in the past, we will provide hot
dinners and warm shelter for one week. If you would like to
help with this lifesaving service to the homeless men of
Plymouth, please talk to Sarah Barnicle, Gordon Campbell or
Meg Bross or any other member of the Missions Committee.
Monday Meals of Hospitality are a free hot meal for anyone
who is in need. If you would like to prepare a meal, help serve,
or assist in any way, please sign-up in Allerton Hall after church
or call coordinator Diane Flood at 508-209-0266.

The Plymouth Food Warehouse DonationsThe following
items are needed at the warehouse: canned tuna, chicken, and
ham, macaroni & cheese, pasta and sauce, canned vegetables or
fruit , beans, baby food & formula (with current dates),
condiments such as ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise, peanut
butter, jelly; hearty soupsand chili, crackers, cereal, juice,
coffee & tea.

Rae Brightman, a local Girl Scout, is collecting school supplies
for homeless children in Plymouth Couty. She is collecting
new or excellent condition backpacks, as well as binders,
notebooks, calculators, pencils, pens, crayons, markers--any
school supplies appropriate for students ages 4 through 18. The
Missions Committee is now one of her sponsors! Please see
Carol Johnson or Janet Synott if you can help.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRISTB

0100,0060R PEACEO Q\MPAIGN

The UCC’s Collegium of Officers is asking us to commit to
active peacemaking this Christmas. First, our denomination is
trying to raise $100,000 to provide shelter, food, clothing and
education for Iraqi war refugees and their children. At least four
million people have been displaced by the Iraq War — two
million internally and two million who are fleeing to Syria,
Jordan and Lebanon. A gift of $40 will feed an Iraqi refugee
family of four for two weeks. Our denomination has pledged
to gather $100,000 by January 6, because it is a significant date.
For western Christians, this is the day of Epiphany, the time in
which Christians proclaim the light of Christ to the world. But
it’s also Orthodox Christmas Eve, the time when most Iraqi
Christians will gather to celebrate Christ’s birth. Make checks
payable to “UCC Wider Church Ministries”. Be sure to note
“Iraqi Humanitarian Appeal” on the memo line. Mail to Wider
Church Ministries, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Ave.,
Cleveland, OH 44115-1100. Second, also by January 6, our
denomination is asking for an unprecedented show of support
for our U.S. service personnel in Iraq, Afghanistan and
elsewhere. We are hoping to lift and send more than 100,000
prayers, letters and signs of support to those serving in the
military. In the coming days and weeks, more information,
resources and online tools will be made available to help make
this a reality. You'll also be asked to advocate on behalf of
returning soldiers. Our denomination will be calling on the U.S.
government to provide for the health and welfare needs of our
veterans. For more information about the 100,000 for Peace

Campaign, go to www.ucc.org
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When you are making out your Christmas Card list this year, please include the following:
A Recovering American Soldier,
c/o Walter Reed Army Medical Center
6900 Georgia Avenue NW \J
Washington D.C. 20306001

MEMORIAL POINSETTIAS

By your loving purchasef poinsettias, we can enhance the beauty of our church for the Christmas services.
Sign up in the lower vestibule following the service this Sunday. There will be an insert listing the donors &
those memorialized or honored in the Christmas wWésrkd. The suggested donation for a poinsettia is $15,
although a donation of any amount is welcome. The flowers may be given-osshartpicked upfter the
Christmas Eve services or the following Sunday. Volunteers will be welcomed to take floglensins

following the Christmas Sunday service.

TAKE HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Organic Equal Exchange Cofféeavailable for purchase at coffee hour on Sundays. Drip grind or whole bee
decaffeinated or regular plus organic hot cocoa mix, organic ba&owa, and organic dark chocolate bars.
Sponsored by the Mission Committee and the United Church of Christ Coffee Project.

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BREAKFAST

Monday, January 21, 2008 from 7:9B0am at Plymouth South High School. If you are interaatdte
Annual Martin Luther King Breakfast you may purchase tickets for $10 adults/$8 students and seniors/ $2&
family. Please see Rev. Gary or Rev. Heather for tickets.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP - 10:00 AM
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE

SORC
(B

WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




