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Dear Friends,

This Thanksgiving Letter began with a phone call. Someone called the church office wanting to know about the
hymn “The Breaking Waves Dashed High.” I assume the caller had heard the hymn at one of our services at The Church
of the Pilgrimage.

I know and love “The Breaking Waves Dashed High” and I know that it was written by a poet named Felicia
Dorthea Hemans. I knew, too, that it was a much beloved hymn a generation ago and, when it was still politically correct
to do so, it was sung in public school classrooms across America. It is understandable that it was sung locally, but it was
also true that it was sung in schools, (and churches, of course) in Ohio and elsewhere, as well. Knowing relatively little
about the hymn, I decided to do some research and share it here.

Felicia was born Felicia Dorthea Browne in 1793 in Liverpool, England. Later her father’s business interests
caused the family to move to Wales in. Denbighshire. In 1812 Felicia married Captain Alfred Hermans, a much older
man than she, and in a six-year marriage which ended in separation, bore five sons. Prolific defines more than her literary
productivity during the years of her marriage!

From 1831 onwards Felicia lived in Dublin where her literary output continued and thrived. When she died in
1835 Wordsworth, and other luminaries of English literature, composed memorial versus in her honor. Indeed, she was
immensely popular poet in both Britain and the United States. To many readers of her time she offered a voice for women
and provided a breath of literary fresh air in a male-dominated world. Her most successful book was Records of Women
(1828), a book in which she chronicled the lives of women, both famous and anonymous.

Felicia’s influence as a major poet declined after her death. In recent times she has gained some renewed
recognition in anthologies, however.

Felicia, as far as [ am aware, never visited America. She had read the heroic story of the Pilgrim Fathers and
Mothers, however, and she was swept up in admiration for them. On the basis of reading about the Pilgrim story she
composed her hymn, “the Breaking Waves Dashed High.” Her poem, actually longer than the verses of the hymn, was
put to music by Mary Anne Browne to a tune entitled. “Plymouth.”

“The Breaking Waves Dashed High” is our hymn. I’'m unabashed in my love for it and for Felicia Dorthea
Hemans who penned it. May we sing it lustily this coming Sunday. We worship on holy ground. As Felicia put it:

“Ay, call it holy ground,

The soil which first they trod.

They have left unstained what here they found....
Freedom to worship to God.”

God bless and rest you, Felicia!

office@8townsquare.org

Love,
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ON OUR CALENDAR

Nov 18: Morning Worship at 10am, Rev. Gary L. Marks
preaching. Our annual SERRYV Sale will be held during the
Coffee Hour following the service of worship. The Cherub
Choir will rehearse in the sanctuary.

Nov 19: Monday Meal’s of Hospitality 10:30am-1:00pm.
Nov 20: Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am.
Rev. Moody will be in the church office at 9:30am. The
Board of Trustees will meet at 7pm in the JRC Conf Rm.
Nov 21: Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am.
Rev. Moody will be in the office at 9:30am. Evening Prayer
in the sanctuary, 7pm. Choir Rehearsal in the sanctuary,
7:30pm.

Nov 22: Thanksgiving Day Open House at The Church of the
Pilgrimage, 10am-1pm. The Pilgrim’s Progress begins at The
Mayflower Society House and ends with a service on Burial
Hill. The Progress begins at 10:00am. There will be an
ecumenical service at First Parish Church at 10:30am
sponsored by the Plymouth Area Interfaith Clergy
Association.

Nov 23: The church office will be closed in order to allow
staff to enjoy family time.

Coming Events-

Nov 25: The Church Council will meet following worship in the
JRC Conference Room.

Nov 27: The Advisory Board will meet in the JRC at 7pm.

Dec 1: Advent Workshop, 4-6pm in Allerton Hall.

Dec 2: The First Sunday in Advent.

CHURCH RECORD
Hospitalized: Joen Blanton at Brigham’s and Women’s
Hospital in Boston. Sheldon Peavey at Jordan Hospital.
Gloria Johnson at Jordan Hospital.

Weddings: On November 10, 2007 Rev. Marks conducted a
marriage ceremony for Arthur Berton Fisher and Katie Eileen
McCauley in the church sanctuary. On November 10, 2007
Rev. Marks conducted a marriage ceremony for Abigail Lynne
Deschamps and Keith Edward Fernandes in the church
sanctuary.
In Memoriam: On November 7, 2007 Rev. Moody conducte
a funeral service for Earl Philip DiSaia who died Saturday,
November 3, 2007.
New Members: On November 11, 2007 the following
persons were received into full membership of The Church of
the Pilgrimage during the Sunday morning service of worship.
Owning the covenant were:
By Transfer of Letter:
Bonnie Wood
By Reaffirmation of Faith:

Pat Blackmer

Douglas Hagen

Karyl Silva

Gil Silva

Brenda Thayer

Glen Thayer

George Wood

FLOWERS: In loving memory of Dr. Samuel K. Stewart
and Dr. Goodwill M. Stewart. Given by Valerie Stewart and
family. Side flowers in the sanctuary are given in loving
memory of Danielle McNeeley. Given by Mom, Darryl,
Holly and Devin. The flowers last week were given in loving
memory of the Broadbents given by Janet, Helen, Carol and
families.

HYMNAL DEDICATION

A hymnal dedication is a significant and lasting gift to a loved
one and to the church. Please consider giving a hymnal
dedication. Call the office for information.

THANKSGIVING OPEN HOUSE

As is our tradition, we will open the church for Thanksgiving
morning to welcome visitors to our historic town. If you can
spare a few hours to help out we can use a few people to help
set up and serve refreshments that morning. If you have some
extra time to bake for the occasion, it would be appreciated.
We serve finger foods like cookies, squares, cheese and
crackers etc. We have always found this hospitality is its own
reward and people really appreciate our efforts and it gives us
an opportunity to showcase our beloved church. If you can
help, please call Diana Budge at 508-746-4514. We would be
glad to pick up any goodies if it is inconvenient to drop off at
the church the day before the holiday.

If you have visitors for the holiday be sure to visit with us on
Thanksgiving morning. Rev. Marks will give a short talk at
11:30 related to Pilgrim history before and after their
settlement in New Plimoth.

On Thanksgiving Day Gary will play the Elder Brewster in
The Pilgrim’s Progress which begins at The Mayflower
Society House at 10:00am and progresses to Burial Hill where
a brief service will be held at the site of the Old Fort. The
Pilgrim’s worshiped in the Fort for several years before
building a proper “meeting house” on the property which is
now occupied by The Church of the Pilgrimage.

During our church’s Open House Gary will offer a
presentation on Pilgrim and our church’s continuation of the
covenantal legacy left to it. His talk will take place in the
sanctuary at about 11:30am. It is open to tourists and, of
course, to locals.

A BRIEF HISTORY

Revised editions of “A Brief History of The Church of the
Pilgrimage” are now available in literature racks in the church
building or in the church office. Gary wrote the brief history.
Doug Post has given it an attractive new appearance and has
made it easier to read than it was before.

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING

The Church Council will meet on November 25™ in the JRC
Conference Room. Representatives from our boards and
committees are expected to attend this meeting which is a
communicative vehicle helping to keep in touch with one
another.
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NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY AVAILABLE!

After months in the making a new Church of the Pilgrimage
Directory is now available. It is a magnificent directory, too!
Your Membership and Evangelism Committee sponsored the
project and we are grateful in the extreme for the end result.
The Directory was an “in house” project except for its final
printing. It is difficult to single out those who are most
responsible for the Directory, but surely all involved would
not mind the mention of Paul Sinn and Doug Post as the ones
who provided the lion’s share of the work in its production.
The Directory is far and away the best on our church has ever
had! It also is the most complete one we’ve ever had. The
portraits are of the highest quality as are the “action photos” of
our congregational life. The listing of members and friends of
the church is as complete as those involved could make it.
Updating the directory is already in progress. Thank you to all
who made a splendid communications vehicle available for all
of us in our beloved congregation.

A TRIP TO BOSTON TO SEE THE BLACK NATIVITY

Women’s Fellowship would like to organize a group to go to
Boston and see the production “The Back Nativity” on
Saturday afternoon Dec. 15" at 3:30 at the Tremont Baptist
Temple. The tickets, if purchased as a group of 20 or more,
would be $28. We will try to organize a carpool using some
drivers with space available for other. If you think you would
like to attend please sign up this Sunday on your way into
church or right after church in the lower vestibule. If you
could drive and would have available space for others, please
let it be known at that time. We will make a decision by
Monday Nov. 19", SO, we need to know. Thanks! You can
pay after that date.

ToY DRIVE

The Church School will be conducting a toy drive during the
month of November for the children in Iraq (new or used, in
decent shape). There will be labeled boxes in the JRC and in
Allerton Hall, for anyone who wishes to add to the drive
besides our Church School families. Toys collected will be
boxed up and mailed out at the end of November. Thank You,
Your Christian Education Committee

SENIOR HIGH MINISTRY: A NEW APPROACH

We invite all 9, 10", 11", and 12™ graders to join us an
experiential approach to youth ministry. We’re meeting the
2" 3™ and 4™ Sundays of the month from 10:15-11:15a.m.
This means our next meeting will be this Sunday, November
18™ Come to the beginning of the worship service in the
sanctuary before going to the John Robinson Center’s youth
room on the second floor for the day’s youth ministry
experience. This month we are exploring rhythm and
percussion with The Church of the Pilgrimage member Al
Hoyt. The great thing about drumming is that you don’t have
to have been blessed with lot of musical abilities in order to
participate and have a good time. We hope you’ll join us!
This new meeting time and content comes out of discussion
with our senior highs about their scheduling needs and their

interests. Also in the works: a Senior High Mission Trip to
Tarboro, North Carolina to work with Habitat for Humanity in
building homes in a hurricane-ravaged area. The trip will be
June 22" -27", 2008.

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY

This year we will be meeting once a month for a particular
activity. Although our scheduling will fluctuate slightly from
month to month, we are going to meet primarily on Sundays
after worship. We invite all 6™, 7™, and 8" graders to join us!
Our next Junior High activity will be Sunday, November
25™ Meet after church at 11:45a.m. to for a game of laser tag
at Adventure Isle in Bourne. Cost: $10. In December, we will
be gathering for Pizza and Movie Mania. We’ll also be
discussing plans for our trip to New York City on March 1%-
2" For this trip, we’ll join other junior highs from the Mass
Conference to journey to the Episcopal Cathedral of Saint
John the Divine in New York City for NightWatch. For more
information, go to www.macucc.org/youth/nightwatch.htm.

CONFIRMATION NEWS

Our next Confirmation Meeting will be this Sunday,
November 18" form 11:45-1:15p.. Confirmands, be sure to
meet with your Mentor to watch this month’s movie: Dead
Poet’s Society. Rev. Heahter has a copy of the movie that you
can borrow if you need it. If you haven’t watched last
month’s movie (Contact) with your mentor, please do so
ASAP.

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING

This year, instead of collecting money, we are inviting our
children to bring a non-perishable food item each week for
their offering. This offering will go to the Plymouth Food
Warehouse which in turn supports numerous food banks
throughout Plymouth as well as neighboring communities.
Items we are collecting include: Canned tuna, chicken, and
ham; Macaroni & cheese; pasta and sauce; canned fruit;
canned vegetables; baby food & formula (with current dates);
condiments like ketchup, mustard, and mayonnaise; peanut
butter & jelly; soup; crackers; cereal; coffee, tea, and juice.

OUR SECOND ANNUAL INTERGENERATIONAL
ADVENT WORKSHOP & POTLUCK
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1°" FROM 4:00-6:00P.M.

Children, youth, and adults of all ages are warmly invited to
come to Allerton Hall on the first Saturday in December for a
wonderful event. We’ll have all kinds of Advent and
Christmas crafts including cookie decoration, ornament
making, Advent wreath construction, and much more. Crafts
will be geared towards different ages and abilities—there
should be something for everyone to enjoy. We’ll experience
the joy of the season as well as the gift of Christian
community by sharing a potluck meal, so bring a dish to pass.
This is a wonderful opportunity to welcome the special season
of Advent before we get caught up in the hectic busyness of
December. We do hope you’ll join us for this fun event.
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MISSIONS & OUTREACH NEWS

Our annual SERRY International Sale will take place this
Sunday, November 18" from 11AM to 1PM. See more details
elsewhere in this Herald.

CROP Walk results are in! The Plymouth walk raised around
$10,000! That’s $2,000 more than in 2006. Congratulations to
all participants. If you donated money, please remember to get
your funds to your walker, so we can tally the Church of the
Pilgrimage’s total donation! Many thanks to Gordon Campbell
and Meg Bross for helping to organize this wonderful event
that will greatly benefit the local food warehouse and others.

Overnights of Hospitality: We will be hosting three weeks
of overnights this winter for homeless men in Plymouth. The
dates for the overnights sponsored by the Church of the
Pilgrimage are December 9-16, February 13-20 (Note new
February dates), and March 9-16. As we have in the past, we
will provide hot meals and warm shelter. If you can help us
host or cook for any of these overnights (Cooks and
servers needed!), please talk to Gordon Campbell or Meg
Bross or any other member of the Missions Committee.

Monday Meals of Hospitality are a free hot meal for anyone
who is in need. If you would like to prepare a meal, help
serve, or assist in any way, please sign-up in Allerton Hall
after church or call coordinator Diane Flood at 508-209-0266.

The Plymouth Food Warehouse: The following items are
especially needed at the warehouse: canned, bottled, or
individual servings of fruit. Other items that are always
needed are canned tuna, chicken, and ham, macaroni &
cheese, pasta and sauce, canned vegetables, beans, baby food
& formula (with current dates), condiments such as ketchup,
mustard, mayonnaise, peanut butter, jelly; hearty soups and
chili, crackers, cereal, juice, coffee & tea. Thanks to all
everyone who remembers to bring something for our bins
each Sunday! Because of caring people like you, fewer people
go to bed hungry in Plymouth County.
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The Directory.......IT°S HERE!

The Church of the Pilgrimage 2007 Directory, a project of the Membership and Evangelism Committee, will be available beginning
this Sunday, November 11, following the Service of Worship. They will also be available at the Church Office during the week. If
you are unable to pick up your copy, please contact the Church Office

The directories are complimentary to each family of members and friends of The Church of the Pilgrimage. A donation would be
appreciated to offset the reproduction costs, which is about $10 per directory. Similarly, if you wish additional copies, they will be
available at $10 each.

We have tried to make this Directory as accurate as possible, but errors are bound to be present. If you should notice something that
needs to be corrected please contact Shellie in the church office at 508-746-3026.

SERRY Sale
The SERRV Sale has been a tradition in our church for more than twenty years. SERRV is a mission of Church World Service. The
idea is to return as much money as possible to those in third-world, or impoverished areas of the world, who make the beautiful items.
The crafts available are fabulous and appeal to a wide variety of tastes and interests. Be sure to make the SERRV sale a prime
shopping stop for those on your Christmas list to whom you’d like to offer a unique gift!

We thank, once again, Betsy and John Minot for the incredible amount of work involved in bringing the sale to our church.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP ~ 10:00 AM
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE

WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




