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Dear Friends, 
 I love language.  I greatly admire people who can use it trenchantly and well.  Poets have a special gift which, 
when coupled with hard work, is able to communicate much while saying little, and that in beautiful cadences.  I, by the 
way, am very fond of Chuck HarperÕs poetry and its ability to engage the mind profoundly while dealing with the familiar 
and the ordinary.  Last Sunday I cited the frequently quoted Lord Chesterton. Once he said; ÒChristianity has not been 
tried and found wanting, it has been found diffi cult and not tried.Ó  Chesterton, while not a poet, was able to open up 
vistas of reflection while using a few words.  That, like the poets gift, is a great talent. 
 I love language so much that I hate to see it abused.  Not to employ the rules of grammar is a little like trying to 
play tennis without a net.  (I think Robert Frost said something like that once about another subject.)  Not only is the 
sloppy use of language distasteful, but it also leads to a general, and growing, inability to communicate and to make sense.  
Some try to speak intelligently, but because of a general dearth of linguistic learning and discipline, very often make inane 
statements.  For instance, I heard a reporter on TV very recently say, ÒWhen we return the Phantom Gourmet will tell us 
of a delicious steakhouse he has found.Ó  I hope his ÒsteakhouseÓ was tender and cooked to his liking! 
 Another peculiar statement heard during a time out in a baseball game was the following: ÒIf you have suffered a 
serious bacterial infections, or even died, after hernia surgery, call the law offi ce of É. Ó  I didnÕt get the name of the fi rm, 
but it may have been ÒDewey Cheat Em and How!Ó 
 Even I get quite a number of e-mails.  I fi nd them to be a medium through which language is further debased than 
before.  Often such missives are terse, truncated and abbreviated to such a degree as to fail in their sole purpose of 
imparting information.  This trend toward misinformation through the medium of the so-called Òage of informationÓ has 
led Intel to declare, Òemail free Fridays.Ó  Personal contact, it was IntelÕs conclusion, may actually be preferable to 
impersonal computerized information! 
 I think my love for language probably stems from my fascination with the Word of God and my passionate desire 
to communicate it through earth-bound words and ideas.  I am charged with the formidable task of preaching the Word in 
mere words.  Preaching, even through my humble abilities, is to be an attempt to catch some glimmer of the eternal Word 
amid the common acts of living which opens the spirit to the God who has never stopped speaking. 
 All this is to say that language is capable to opening our hearts to the redeeming and challenging Word of God.  
We should not use words abusively or carelessly. 

Love, 
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ON OUR CALENDAR 

Oct 14:  Morning Worship at 10am, Rev. Heather Moody 
preaching.  Cherub Choir will sing in church today.  New 
Member Class in the Rev. John Robinson Center, 11:30am-
12:30pm.  Visioning Committee Meeting, 12:30pm in the 
JRC, Stewart Room. 
Oct 16:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am.  
Rev. Moody will be out of the office. 
Oct 17: Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am. 
Rev. Moody will be in the church office at 9:30am.  Evening 
Prayer at 7pm in the sanctuary.  Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm in 
the sanctuary. 
Oct 18:  Rev. Moody will be in the church office at 9:30am. 
Oct 19:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am. 
Rev. Moody will be in the church office at 9:30am  
Oct 20:  Private Event in Allerton Hall, 2-4pm. 
Coming Events: 
Oct 21:  New Member Class in the Robinson Center, 
11:30am-12:30pm. 
Oct 23:  The Advisory Board will meet in the Rev. John 
Robinson Center, 7:00pm  
Oct 24-31:  Rev. Moody will be on vacation. 
Oct 24:  Evening Prayer in the sanctuary, 7:00pm 
Oct. 27: Harvest Fair 
Oct. 29: Crop Walk 

CHURCH RECORD 

Hospitalized:  Recuperating at home following surgery, 
Nancy Scheid.  Recuperating following surgery, Audrey 
Birnstein.  She is now at Golden Rehabilitation on Obery 
Street.  Now at The Newfield House, Kathleen (Kaki) 
Walters.  Billie Fry is now at Plymouth Crossing. 

Baptisms:  On September 30, 2007 Abigail Rose 
Gabriel, daughter of Benjamin M. Gabriel and Sharon 
Marie (Catino) Gabriel, was baptized during the morning 
worship service.  On September 20, 2007 Matthew 
James Fries, son of Joshua J. Fires and Karla Eve (Kirk) 
Fries, was baptized during the morning worship service. 

Weddings:  On September 29, 2007 Rev. Marks 
conducted a wedding ceremony for Shellie Lee 
McCormack and H. Richard Souza in the sanctuary.  On 
October 6, 2007 Rev. Marks conducted a wedding 
service for Amy Theresa Barker and Martin William 
Edward Rosen in the sanctuary.  On October 7, 2007 
Rev. Marks co-offi ciated with Pastor Glen Stone and 
Pastor Paul Jehle at the wedding service for Rachel Ann 
Akeley and Aaron Fonda Tonello in the sanctuary. 

Births:  Finn Emery Cronin was born on September 24, 
2007 at 9:54am.  Congratulations to proud parents, Jane 
and Christopher Cronin.  Finn is the 12th grandchild of 
Marjorie (Midge) Cronin. 

FLOWERS:  The flowers are given in celebration of our 
church families. 

- - - N O T E S - - -  
On October 1st Rev. Marks presented a paper on the 
1606 Scrooby Covenant to retired UCC clergy at our 
Craigville Conference Center. 

Rev. Marks conducted a worship service at The 
Newfield House on October 9th. 

Our heartfelt grati tude is given to Janet Synnott for 
being in the church offi ce last week.   

We extend a special congratulations to our  beloved 
church offi ce administra tor/secretary  Shellie 
McCormack upon her mar ri age to Rick Souza in a 
ceremony conducted by Rev. Marks on September 29, 
2007 in the sanctuary.  We all have to get used to calling 
her Souza now! 

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER 

The Wednesday Evening Prayer Services are held 
weekly in the sanctuary.  The services are centered on 
Scripture readings, weekly reflections, and silence.  The 
Order of Service usually follows the order used for 
Evening Prayer at the Lindisfarne Community off the 
coast of Scotland.  If you are interested in a weekly 
meditative experience, please join us.  Should there not 
be a service notice will be given in advance. 

CROP WALK Ñ OCTOBER 28, 2007 @ 12:30PM 

Happy Birthday, Crop!  CROP grew out of the fields of 
middle America.  It was born in 1947, in response to the 
needs of hungry and suffering people in post-War 
Europe and Asia.  U.S. Christians wanted to help their 
overseas neighbors in need.   

CROPÕs original mission was to collect food 
commodities-primarily grain-and ship them 
overseas.  From its inception, rural grain canvasses 
had been the lifeblood of CROP fundraising.  But 
by the late Ô60s, when David Bower was assigned to 
set up a CROP office in Michigan, the rural canvass 
was, in BowerÕs words, Òa hard row to hoe.Ó  There 
just didnÕt seem to be the energy in Michigan for 
that sort of thing.   

Bower heard something about  CROP Walks that 
sounded interesting to him.  This new Òwalk thingÓ 
was to refolutionize the CROP program.   

AS CROP Hunger Walks have enjoyed continued 
success, they have become vital, interfaith 
community-wide events-an opportunity for people 
from throughout a community to come together to 
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help neighbors in need around the block and around 
the world. 

CROP stand for Communities Responding to 
Overcome Poverty Ða worthy name for our response 
to hunger and poverty in an ever-changing world. 

Support our CROP Walk on Sunday, October 28th at 
12:30pm at Zion Lutheran Church, 384 Court 
Street, Plymouth.  Your help is needed by either 
walking or sponsoring a walker.  
www.churchworldservice.org 

FROM THE NOMINATI NG COMMITTEE 

The nominating committee is still searching for three 
more people to serve on the Board of Trustees and two 
to serve on the Advisory Board.  If you are interested, 
please contact Al Hoyt or Diane Harting.  

NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING 

Donations may be made by putting them in the 
collection plate on Sunday or sending the donation to the 
church offi ce designated ÒNeighbors In Need (NIN).  W 
thank those who gave to the NIN special off ering on 
October 7th. 

NEW M EMBER CLA SSES 

Rev. Marks will be off ering a series of three Church 
Membership Classes beginning on Sunday, October 14th.  
The classes will be one hour long, 11:30-12:30 in the 
Robinson Center.  Childcare will be provided.  Please 
call the church offi ce to express an interest in 
membership, or contact Rev. Marks. 

SENIOR HIGH M INISTRY: A NEW APPROACH 

Starting this Sunday, October 14th, we will be offering an 
experiential approach to ministry with our 9th, 10th, 11th, 
and 12th graders.  We invite you to join us for the 
beginning of the worship service before going to the 
John Robinson CenterÕs youth room on the second floor 
for the dayÕs youth ministry experience.  This month 
weÕll be exploring creative expression with an emphasis 
on painting and decorating the youth room.  Bring your 
ideas and your creativity, and wear clothes that can get 
paint on them.  This new meeting time (10:15-
11:15a.m.) and content comes out of discussion with our 
senior highs about their scheduling needs and their 
interests.  Also in the works: a Senior High Mission Trip 
to Tarboro, North Carolina to work with Habitat for 
Humanity in building homes in a hurricane-ravaged area.  
The trip will be June 22nd -27th, 2008. 

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH M INISTRY  

This year we will be meeting once a month for a 
particular activity.  Although our scheduling will 
fl uctuate slightly from month to month, we are going to 
meet primarily on Sundays after worship.   We invite all 
6th, 7th, and 8th graders to join us!   
This Saturday, October 13th weÕll travel to Heifer 
ProjectÕs Overlook Farm in central Massachusetts for a 
mini-mission trip.  WeÕll leave the church promptly at 
7:00a.m. to go to the Hanover UCC parking lot where 
weÕll board a bus at 7:30a.m.  WeÕll return to Hanover 
around 5:00p.m. and to our church around 5:30p.m. The 
cost of the trip is $10 and is being sponsored in part by 
our congregationÕs Missions and Outreach Committee.  
Pre-registration for this trip is required, although we may 
have an openingÑ contact Rev. Heather if you want to 
go.  
Sunday, November 25th will fi nd us doing some kind of 
adventure activity (like laser tag or indoor rock 
climbing).  Meet after church at 11:45a.m.  Looking 
ahead, our big trip of the year will be March 1st-2nd as 
we travel with other junior highs from the Mass 
Conference to the Episcopal Cathedral of Saint John the 
Divine in New York City for NightWatch.  For more 
information, go to 
www.macucc.org/youth/nightwatch.htm    

CONFIRM ATI ON NEWS 

Our next Confi rmation meeting will be Sunday, October 
21st from 11:45a.m.-1:15p.m.  Confi rmands, be sure to 
meet with your Mentors this month to watch and discuss 
the movie Contact. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING 

This year, instead of collecting money, we are inviting 
our children to bring a non-perishable food item each 
week for their offering.  This offering will go to the 
Plymouth Food Warehouse which in turn supports 
numerous food banks throughout Plymouth as well as 
neighboring communities.  Items we are collecting 
include: Canned tuna, chicken, and ham; Macaroni &  
cheese; pasta and sauce; canned fruit; canned vegetables; 
baby food & formula (with current dates); condiments 
like ketchup, mustard, and mayonnaise; peanut butter & 
jelly; soup; crackers; cereal; coffee, tea, and juice. 

CHERUB CHOIR 

The Cherub Choir will be  
singing Sunday, October 14th 
in church. 
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----MISSIONS & OUTREACH NEWS---- 

Put your soles in motion! In our ongoing efforts to fight 

hunger on a local, national, and international level, we 

will participate in the Plymouth CROP Hunger Walk 

on Sunday, October 28
th.  

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers are needed to walk, to sponsor our walkers, 
and to help with the water station in front of the Church 

of the Pilgrimage. Please see Gordon Campbell or Meg 

Bross for a fund-raising sponsor sheet and for more 

information.  

Overnights of Hospitality:  We will be hosting three 

weeks of overnights this winter for homeless men in 

Plymouth. The dates for the overnights sponsored by the 
Church of the Pilgrimage are December 9-16, one week 

in January or February TBD, and March 9-16. Like last 

year, we will provide hot meals and warm shelter on 

cold nights. If you would like to help us host or cook for 
these overnights, please see Gordon Campbell, Ken 

Heckman, Peter Causton or any of the members of the 

Missions Committee. 

Monday Meals of Hospitality have resumed. Monday 

Meals are a free hot meal for anyone who is in need. If 

you would like to prepare a meal, help serve or assist in 
any way, please sign-up in Allerton Hall after church or 

call coordinator Diane Flood at 508-209-0266. Thank 

you. 

The Plymouth Food Warehouse: Thanks to the 
children, teens, and teachers in Christian Education 

program for your ongoing food donations! We continue 

to collect non-perishables each week from all church 
members as well. (Please place your donation in the red 

bins in the foyer). The following items are needed at the 

warehouse:  canned tuna, chicken, and ham, macaroni & 
cheese, pasta and sauce, canned fruit and vegetables, 

baby food & formula (with current dates), condiments: 

ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise, peanut butter, jelly; 

soups, crackers, cereal, juice, coffee & tea.  Thank you 
for thinking of the hungry next time you shop. 

 

 

 

TheAnnual Harvest Fair   

Saturday, October 27
th

 ~ 9:30am-2:00pm 

Luncheon 11:00am-2:00pm 

Pilgrimage Town Crier 
Hear Ye! Hear Ye! 

We are just weeks away from the Harvest Fair.  Here are some 

reminders for your consideration: 

Drawing Tickets-If you have not taken tickets to sell, please 

see Laura Curtin after church over the next few Sundays..  

Sales are down this year and we need to move this project 

along.  This is one way for you to help, if you are not able to 

be involved in some other way.  The fair is a major fundraiser 

for our church and we need everyones help.  The drawing is a 

big piece of the profit and we all need to get behind it.  The 

prize list is longer this year and the tickets should be easy to 

sell.  You may take tickets that sell for $1 each or $5 for six 

tickets or you may wish to sell the special drawing tickets 

which are limited to 100 and sell for $10.  These higher priced 

tickets make you eligible for some very exciting prizes.   

Attic Treasures-Do you have some once loved small items that 

may sell well at this table?  We are in search of items of 

glassware, decorative items etc.  Please no electronic or large 

items can be accepted because of space constraints.  If you are 

undecided as to the appropriateness of an item, please call 

Meg Bross at 508-830-9745 and she can help you decide.  

Perhaps we can have a church yard sale at some future time 

and then we will be able to welcome some of these larger 

treasures. 

Book Nook-Have you gone through your personal libraries 

yet?  It is always a shame to discard perfectly good books and 
we can certainly use them.  This is a popular section and we 

welcome paperbacks, hardcovers and particularly children’s 

books.  You may find some replacements for your own 

reading pleasure. 

Helpers-We are in need of helpers on the Friday before the fair 

for set-up and preparation as well as on Fair Day.  Call Laura 

Curtin at 508-746-7761 for times and particulars.   

Luncheon-Debby Porter is in need of people  at different times 

throughout the day. The different times I need help are:  to 

help set up:  from 8am to 9 am; to help prepare food in the 

kitchen: from 8am to 10:30 am;  to help serve during lunch 

time: from 11am to 2:00; and to help clean up: from 2pm to 
3pm.  Please call Debby at 508-746-4109 if you are able to 

help at any time or if you have any questions.  This is a nice 

day to see everyone and work together with other people!    

Green Table-Let’s have some fun with the Church Fair’s new 

color table—Green it is.-  What do you have or could you 

make or find that is GREEN?  Any shade of Green!  Without a 

plant table, we’ll be glad to take green plants (not yellow or 

brown).  From dishes and even the kitchen sink, as long as its 

green, we’ll sell it.  Everyone must have something around the 

house that’s green to contribute.  We’ll even take Cool Green 

Cash!!! Thanks for your contribution.  P.S. If you would like 
to work at this table see Kathy Marks 



 

 

 
The Annual Harvest Fair 

The Church of the Pilgrimage – Plymouth, Massachusetts 
Saturday, October 27, 2007 

9:30am-2:00pm 
Luncheon from 11am-2pm 

Please see the insert in this edition of The Herald for further details. 
 

 


