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Dear Friends,

Years ago | read that the great preacher Harry Emerson Fosdick never allowed a mailing to go out from
Riverside Church without reminding members to remember the church in their prayers and their wills. All
churches need both those things very much.

The Church of the Pilgrimage will gather in annual meeting in May. The boards and committees of the
church have spent a great deal of time and effort trying to meet the budgetary needs of the church based upon
projected income for the 2008-2009 fiscal year. It is a difficult task and members of boards and committees
approach their work lovingly. The church has three basic ways through which it meets its financial needs.
There are pledged amounts, endowment income, and fees contributed from use of space in the church’s
buildings. In addition to staff compensation and the normal operations of the church, we also have to try to
maintain three buildings. It is a daunting task to make income match needs.

During annual meeting budgetary planning I become aware of our pledged and endowment income. It
would be ideal if we could meet our basic expenses through pledges, but since I’ve been one of your ministers
we haven’t even come close to doing that. We add to our income through special fundraisers like the Fair, Time
and Talent Auction, Golf Tournament, etc., but income from those events goes into our general operating
expenses. Indeed, all our income, with the exception of missions monies, are funneled into operating expenses.

Therefore, facing the ever-increasing cost of staff and maintenance, I’'m going to assume the role of
Harry Emerson Fosdick and make an appeal to you to remember the church and its needs in your wills. Even
gifts in small amounts added to our current invested funds can make a big difference in our overall income. Of
course, the larger the amount you leave to the church the better the church’s financial future can be assured.

The Church of the Pilgrimage is likely the one institution in all our lives where we receive the ministries
of love and hope in intensely intimate and personal ways. It is the place where we celebrate the rites of passage,
where we receive the blessings of faith, where we baptize our children and grieve our losses. It is where we
gather to be of mutual support in times of need, where we come close to God is Word and sacrament.

Our endowment is a modest one. Given the realities of the world in which we live we need the monies
earned through investments to meet our future needs, even at the level at which we meet them now.

Please include the church in your wills, or make a donation now to enhance the church’s ability to
minister while you can rejoice in your good works.

Love,

office@8townsquare.org

g ©The Church of the Pilgrimage in Plymouth, MA Inc., all rights reserved.

Clerk — Lois Post; Moderator — Steven Triffletti; Treasurer —Elizabeth Hughes; Collector — Debra Richters and Nate Davis;
Music Director-Kelley DePasqua; Office Administrator-Shellie Souza; Sexton-Tony Nightingale;
World Mission Emphasis-Heifer Project International; Church Building Telephone-508-747-1341
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ON OUR CALENDAR

Apr 27: Morning worship 10:00am, Rev. Gary L. Marks
preaching. Cherub Choir sings. Junior Choir rehearse. New
Members will be received into the congregation.

Apr 28: Monday Meals of Hospitality, Allerton Hall, 11am.
Apr 29: Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am. Rev.
Moody will be attending a Southeast Area Clergy Day of
Covenant at First Congregational Church of Hanover. The
Plymouth Area Interfaith Clergy Association will meet at noon
at the Spiritualist Church.

Apr 30: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am. Rev.
Moody will be in the office at 9:30am. There will be no
Evening Prayer Service. Rev. Marks will be taking part in the
Yom Ha-Shoa Service at The Temple Beth Jacob Community
Center at 7:30pm (see notes).

May 1: Rev. Moody will be in the office at 9:30am. The
Christian Education Committee will meet in the Robinson
Center at 7:00pm.

May 2: Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am.
Rev. Moody will be in the office at 9:30am. Wedding rehearsal
in the sanctuary, 6:30pm.

May 3: Wedding in the sanctuary, 4:30pm.

Coming Events

May 4: Heifer Project Emphasis Month begins.

May 6: The Missions Committee will meet in the JRC at
7:00pm.

May 7: Evening Prayer in the sanctuary, 7:00pm.

May 8: The Membership and Evangelism Committee will meet
in the JRC at 7:00pm.

May 9: The Guild will meet in Allerton Hall at 1:00pm.

May 11: Pentecost: Confirmation Sunday.

CHURCH RECORD

Hospitalized: Cliff Sampson is now recuperating from surgery
at The Golden Living Center. Gerry Allen is now recuperating
at The Plymouth Life Care Center.

Baptisms: On April 20, 2008 the following children were
baptized during the Sunday service: Callie Marie Mikkola,
daughter of Dennis and Andrea (Reich) Mikkola; Libbi Rae
Doran, daughter of Matthew and Sunny (MacAllister) Doran;
Parker David and Abigail Priscilla Craig, twin children of
Thomas and Jessica (Snow) Craig.

In Memoriam: On April 18, 2008 Rev. Marks conducted a
graveside service for Ruth L. Bates. Ruth had been a member
of The Church of the Pilgrimage, but had resided in New
Hampshire for many years.

NOTES---

On April 30, 2008 the Service of Yom Ha-Shoa will be held at
The Temple Beth Jacob Community Center at 7:30 pm (corner
of Court and Brewster St). The service is in remembrance of
The Holocaust. It is a moving remembrance and we hope a
number of Pilgrimage people will attend.

PHOTO ALERT!
Following the worship service, Sunday, April 27 when new
members will be received into Church membership, we will

be taking pictures of new members. We hope that anyone
who has not had a directory photo taken will take advantage
of this opportunity to do so. Our terrific directory is a very
helpful tool of communication and we’d like it to be as
complete as possible. There is no obligation at all to
purchase photographs. Photos will be taken in Allerton
Hall.

A REMINDER

Anyone wishing to have a notice placed in an issue of The
Pilgrimage Herald must have information presented to the
church office by noon on Tuesday of the week its desired
publication.

SERRVICE MISSION MART
Dear Church of the Pilgrimage family,

After nearly 30 years of managing the SERRVice Mission
Mart, John and I have made the difficult decision to close out
our Third World fair trade Mission mart. We are doing this
because of health reasons. For 16 years, we have thoroughly
enjoyed coming to your Church in the late fall to exhibit and sell
handcrafted items from about 40 countries or developing areas.
Working with our various mission committees has been a joy.

Our thanks is extended to both the Rev. Gary Marks and
Kathryn as well as Sandra and David Moreland for their
friendship and major support. And not be forgotten is our
appreciation and gratitude to your as a committed congregation
for your enthusiastic reception of the store and your
participation in its mission, resulting in a positive difference to
countless families throughout the world!

In Christian Love,
Elizabeth and John Minott

GOLF TOURNAMENT: SAVE THE DATE!

Saturday, September 20, 2008 at 8:00am. Put the church’s
annual golf tournament in you 2008 calendars, and plan to meet
us at Southers Marsh for another great day of golf!

CHURCH WINDOWS
The distribution of etched windowpanes is on temporary hold,
but will resume on May 11"

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

Women’s Fellowship will be at the Maybury parsonage,
Monday, May 5™ at 7:00. We will gather for fellowship, study
and reflection as had become our custom. We have been trying
this new format for our Fellowship. Many have enjoyed our
time in members homes and our spiritual journey through
scripture, song, as well as a few of our usual projects. Please,
all are invited to join us for this time of fellowship and listening.
We know “God is Still Speaking” and we are trying to be better
listeners like Mary and a little less like Martha, busy, busy,
busy. Please call or see Kathy Marks for directions, 508-747-
3738. Limited parking and saving on gasoline are two good
reasons to share rides.

CLOTHING EXCHANGE

In February we went on a trip up to Cambridge for a mini-
mission trip with the confirmation class. We visited the clothing
exchange where they take donations of children’s clothing and
interview —appropriate clothing for men and women. The store
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is run by homeless and formerly homeless people. We would
like to follow up on this trip by collecting more clothing to
donate to their program. As you are doing you’re spring
cleaning, consider putting anything aside that you don’t wear for
us to donate to this program. Downstairs in Allerton Hall you’ll
find boxes labeled “Solutions to Work” where you can put any
interview appropriate clothing that you might have. You’ll also
find some more information about the program all the services
that it offers, and how else you may be able to help. We will see
that the clothing gets to Cambridge. Thank you for your help.

If you have any questions call Ashley Saunders at 747-5074 or
Jenny Healy 747-7168.

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH NEWS

Monday Meals of Hospitality are a free hot meal at lunchtime
for those in need. The last meal for the Spring 2008 season will
be on Monday, April 28". Profound thanks to Diane Flood who
worked tirelessly at organizing volunteers and serving over
1500 meals to the hungry.

HELP! The Plymouth Food Warehouse is very low on
supplies. All types of non-perishable food is needed. The
following food basics are especially needed: canned tuna,
chicken, and ham, macaroni & cheese, pasta and sauce, rice,
beans, canned vegetables or fruit, baby food & formula (with
current dates), condiments such as ketchup, mustard,
mayonnaise, peanut butter, jelly hearty soups and chili, crackers,

cereal, juice, coffee & tea. Please remember to bring something

extra to church during and after school vacation!

Heifer Month coming up in May!. Our church has
traditionally spent the month of May raising money for Heifer
International. Jill Howard will once again be donating her
lovely quilts and other sewn products to assist our efforts.
Come purchase a gift for Mom, a new baby, or for yourself and
you’ll be helping Heifer as well as adding something beautiful
to someone’s home.

Missions and Justice Fair. Are you curious about just what is
going on in the Missions and Justice field throughout the state?
A Mission and Justice Fair sponsored by the Massachusetts
U.C.C. will be taking place on May 17™ in Framingham. If you
would like to attend, please contact Karen Jones as
jonesk(@macucc.org or 508-875-5233.

STEWARDSHIP NEWS

To date $163,000 has been pledged for Church Ministries and
$28,000 has been pledged for Missions, for a total of $191,000.
Giving is slightly less than last year at this time.

If you have not yet sent in your pledge we urge you to take a
moment and fill out your pledge card and put it in the mail.
Since pledging to Mission exceeds last year, we suggest that you
pledge the majority of your funds to Church Ministries. We
expect a 40% increase in the cost of heating our church.

If you have not sent in your pledge, we need you to help us go
that extra mile. Your pledge will help us meet our goal and
make our Church bell ring.

JUNIOR HIGH MINISTRY NEWS
Our next Junior High Youth Group meeting will be this
Sunday, April 27". We’ll meet after church for a mini-service

project. We’ll be assembling Health Kits for Church World
Service. Rev. Heather will be calling youth group participants
and assigning materials for our junior highs to bring on Sunday
for the Health Kits. We welcome all 6", 7" and 8" graders to
join us!

SENIOR HIGH MINISTRY NEWS

Senior High Mission Trip to North Carolina: For those of
you going on the trip, remember to your goal of selling at least
10 shares by April 20", This means Rev. Heather needs your
large manila envelope with the money you raised, contact
information for your shareholders, and any extra stock
certificates you did not use. Please turn them into the church
office, mail it to the church at 8 Town Square, Plymouth, MA
02360, or hand it to Rev. Heather this Sunday, April 27"

CONFIRMATION NEWS

Our next Confirmation meeting will be Sunday, May 4™ from
11:45 to 1:15p. in the JRC’s Youth Room. This is our last
meeting-Confirmands, make sure that you attend so we can go
over the Confirmation Sunday service and finish our project.
Don’t foret, Confirmation Sunday is May 11",

2*” GRADE BIBLES

We’re working on gathering a comprehensive list of this year’s
2" graders who will be receiving a Bible on Children’s Sunday
(June 8™). However, we want to be sure no one is left out—so
parents, please call the church office (508-746-3026) with the
spelling of your child’s name as you would have it appear on
her or his Bible. Also, if for some reason your child already
completed 2™ grade but never received a 2™ Grade Bible from
our church and would like one, please let us know.

NEXT YEAR’S CONFIRMATION CLASS

Calling all 8" graders and their parents—are you interested in
being a part of Confirmation next year (2008-2009 school year)?
If so, we would love to hear from you! Please call the church
office (508-746-3026) with your name and contact information.

ATTENTION GRADUATING SENIORS AND PARENTS

We want to honor our graduating high school seniors during
worship on June 15™ and we would like to publish your name
and any information you have about your future plans in an
upcoming issue of the Herald. Please call the church office to
let us know if you will be able to be present on June 15" and to
share what’s next for you.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

Sunday, May 1 Confirmation Sunday. Join us as we
welcome five wonderful young people into full membership in
our church.

Sunday, May 18 Annual Meeting will be held following
worship.

Sunday, June"™8 Church School Sunday. Our children will
provide some of the leadership for our regular worship service.
We will recognize the adults who serve as Sunday School
Teachers. The Sanctuary Choir will also sing.

Sunday, June 15 Graduating Seniors Sunday. Our regular
morning worship service will include a special service of
recognition and blessing for our graduating high school seniors.
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SENIOR HIGH MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER

As many of you have heard, the Senior High Youth Group is going on a Mission Trip to Tarboro, North Carolina this June. For this
trip, we’ll be joined by senior highs form other UCC churches in Massachusetts as we travel to an area of the country that remains
devastated by damage from past hurricanes. We’ll partner with Habitat for Humanity to build a home for a family in need. Mission
trips like this one are a powerful way for our young people to put their faith into action through service. It will be a transformative
experience for our youth, but we need your help to make it happen.

Therefore we are asking everyone who is part of our congregation to become personally invested in this trip. This month, our youth

will be selling shares of stock in the Mission Trip for $10 a share. We hope you will show your support by becoming a shareholder in
our Mission Trip. We will have a shareholder’s meeting when we return from the trip to share our experiences through pictures, video
and stories. That way you will be able to ascertain the return on your investment!
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INFORMATION ON MEMORIAL GARDEN AND TREES

Two years ago, at the annual meeting, the congregation voted to have Linn Peterson and Kathy Marks look into possibilities of
creating a memorial garden on the School Street side of our Church. Since then they have gone to Town Hall and the Historical
Commission and found that a set of plans was needed before they have a hearing before the Commission. Initial research for possible
designs and contact with a landscape architect, Elizabeth Stearns Marks, was made. Just 2 weeks ago, Saturday, we were presented
with first draft plans for a memorial garden. It seemed fortuitous that during that same week, the board of trustees had to remove trees
from the area. The trees that had to be removed were mostly chokecherrys and a few maples. They were all only about 35 years old
but had grown so quickly that their branches were on the Church roof, holding moisture in the walls and starting to do damage to the
building.

An Eagle Scout project to replace the fence in this area and to clear the old yew shrubs from the ocean side of the building is also in
place for this spring. This will provide room for flower gardens to be planted by our church school children or by others who love
gardening. It is exciting to think about beautifying the outside of our church which in the past could appear stark with concrete from
curbside to doorway. Maybe we could even find some planters for near the front door. The convergence of these three projects will
hopefully in the near future, enhance the beauty of the exterior of our beloved building.

The architect’s plans for the memorial garden, including possible plantings, will be displayed on a table in Allerton hall each Sunday
until the annual meeting. At the annual meeting, more will be explained about cost, funding and a possible timeline for the memorial
garden. If you have any questions, please see Kathy Marks or Linn Peterson.
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WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




