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Volume LXXX, No. 39 Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am-4:00pm December 7, 2008 

Dear Friends, 

 Here we are in the season of Advent, a season with more than one meaning.  We prepare during Advent for something which 

has already happened centuries ago, the birth of Christ.  Yet, Advent also sets its gaze upon the coming of Christ at the end of time 

when God’s righteousness and justice will reign. 

 I write this letter on the evening of the first Sunday in Advent.  Thus, we’ve already lit the first candle on the Advent wreath 

in the sanctuary as we for four weeks prepare for the celebration of the birth of Jesus in rustic and poor Bethlehem.  We, however, also 

look for signs of God’s continual coming among us.  We look toward a world where peace will reign, where love will have its eternal 

day, and where mercy will be the happy order of things and not a burden to be endured. 

 In my own spiritual preparations I came across a prayer for The First Sunday of Advent which I want to share with you, even 

though this issue of The Pilgrimage Herald is dated The Second Sunday of Advent. (This prayer appears in a book entitled, An Advent 

Sourcebook).   

  “Above the clamor of our violence 

  your word of truth abounds, 

  O God of majesty and power 

  Over nations enshrouded in despair 

  your justice dawns. 

  Grant your household 

  a discerning spirit and watchful eye 

  to perceive the hour in which we live. 

  Hasten the advent of that day 

  when the weapons of war shall be banished, 

  our deeds of darkness cast off, 

  and all your scattered children gathered into one. 

  We ask this through him whose coming is certain, 

  whose day draws near: 

  you Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

  One God, for ever and ever.” Amen.  

 Above all else the season of Advent invites us to dwell upon themes of hope which issue from the depths of our purest 

longings.  We hope for peace among the raging nations and peace within our perplexing troubled spirits.  Advent is a time to become 

fixated upon the best of our aspirations, to seek peace within all the clamor of demand and disappointment.  It is a time amid the 

turmoil to allow the quietness of God’s Spirit to dwell in the house of our souls. 

 My prayer for you during Advent is that you will find certain moments of “tidings of comfort and joy” no matter what else 

may seek to deter you from those blessings. 

Love, 

 
©The Church of the Pilgrimage in Plymouth, MA Inc., all rights reserved. 



 

 
2 

O N  O U R  C A L E N D A R  
Dec. 7:  Morning worship 10:00am, Rev. Charles Harper 
preaching.  Holy Communion will be a part of today’s service.  
The Advent Study Group will meet in the JRC Conference 
Room, 11:30am-12:30pm. 
Dec. 8: Monday Meals of Hospitality in Allerton Hall, 11am-
1pm.  
Dec. 9:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am.  The 
Advisory Board will meet at the home of Jenny Healy at 
7:00pm. 
Dec. 10:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am 
Evening Prayer Service in the sanctuary 7:00pm-7:30pm.  Choir 
Rehearsal, 7:30pm in the sanctuary.   
Dec. 11:  The By-Law Review Committee will meet at 7:30pm 
at the home of Doug Post. 
Dec. 12:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am.  
The Guild Christmas Party, Allerton Hall at 1:00pm. 
Coming Events:   

Dec. 14:  The Third Sunday of Advent 

Dec. 16: The Board of Trustees will meet in the JRC Conference 

Room at 7:00pm. 

Dec. 17:  God is Still Speaking Bible Study in the JRC 

Conference Room 

Dec. 21: Forefather’s Day.  Christmas Sunday Family Service, 

10:00am in the sanctuary. 

Dec. 24-Christmas Eve:  Family Service with Living Nativity in 

the sanctuary, 7:00pm.  Candlelight Service with Lesson and 

Carols and Holy Communion in the sanctuary at 11:30pm. 

Dec. 25:  Merry Christmas!  

C H U R C H  R E C O R D  

Baptisms:  On November 30, 2008 David DeWitt, Robert 
Warren and Emma Elizabeth Stoddard, children of Eric DeWitt 
and Amy Beth (Warren) Stoddard were baptized during the 
Sunday service.   

                   N o t e s                   

We thank everyone who made our Thanksgiving Day Open 

House a success.  A special thanks goes to Diana Budge and 

Liisa Budge-Johnson.   

Rev. Marks played the role of The Elder Brewster in the 
Thanksgiving Day Pilgrim’s Progress.  Later during the Open 
House he gave a talk about the Pilgrims in the sanctuary.  Rev. 

Moody participated in the Thanksgiving Day Ecumenical 
Service at the First Parish U.U. Church. 

We thank the Mallon family for leading the Advent Candle 
Service on November 30th. 

Paul Sinn is providing the beautiful bulletin covers for Advent.  
Thank you, Paul, for your seasonally sensitive work. 

A note of thanks:  I would like to thank all of my dear friends 
for their loving prayers, wonderful cards and marvelous food 
that was sent while recuperating.  You are so dear to me and 
Tom.  It touched our hearts deeply.  Lovingly, Pat & Tom 

Mudgett 

Our sympathies are extended to Alice Dunham whose sister, 
Emma Zeoli passed this life last week in Warsaw, Indiana.  
Emma will be laid to rest in the Bourne National Cemetery. 

Our sympathies are also extended to Judy Fortini whose 
father died last week. 

The flowers are given in loving memory of deceased Guild 
Members.  Given by the Guild.  

The December 7
th

 greeters are Susan Miller and Carla Wood. 

Please Help!!!  We need your help….WHY????? To help us 
save precious staff time and operating costs.  How can you 
help? If you made your pledge for a weekly amount and write 
checks, would you consider writing ONE check for the month? 
This simple change would save: 

1) Time that our Office Manager spends logging each 
check (if you write FOUR checks for a month, that 
takes her three times longer to enter your donation 
information as each check is recorded by number for 
auditing purposes). 

2) The cost associated with depositing the funds.  We pay 
a per transaction fee so ONE check could save us 
paying for FOUR checks to be deposited. 

We know that when the offering plate is passed, we all like to 
place our gifts there on Sunday mornings.  So, starting this 
Sunday (12/7/08) there will be special brightly colored cards 
you can pick up in the vestry on your way into the morning 
Worship service.  Choose the one that fits YOU (“I give 
monthly”, “I give quarterley”…) and if someone asks, you can 
share that you are part of our productivity and cost savings 
initiative. 
Please see or call Elizabeth Hughes Campbell with questions or 
any other suggestions!  And THANK YOU for your HELP! 

Green Gate Circle meets this Monday, December 8th at the 
home of Susan Miller, 12 Deer Hill Lane, in Carver.  Susan will 
bring directions to church on Sunday for all who forget how to 
get to her home.  If you want to carpool meet a the church at 
7:00 so can make our way together over the river and through 
the woods for caroling and Christmas treats.  Please bring, 
cookies or bars to share for refreshments as well as a few to 
exchange if there are leftovers.  Also, we will put together a 
cash gift basket with donations for a family of need in lieu of 
exchanging gifts among ourselves.  ALL ARE INVITED to this 
evening of caroling and fellowship around Susan’s special 
Teddy Bear Christmas tree.  If you want more information call 
Susan Miller, 508-866-5108 or Kathy Marks, 508-747-3738.  
Please join us. 

Toy Drive Update: Thank you to all who took hearts off of the 
tree last Sunday; there are only a few left!  If you have the 
chance, please take one of the few remaining so that we can 
send those gifts off to the Plymouth Coalition for the Homeless.  
Gifts are due by December 14th…UNWRAPPED.  Please attach 
heart to gift.  There will be boxes in Allerton Hall to place gifts 
in marked Plymouth Coalition for the Homeless. 
For all others who want to participate in the toy drive here is 
your chance.  We will be collecting new toys this week and next 
week to add to the town-wide toy drive a well.  Please bring 
new, unwrapped toys to church and put them in the boxes that 
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will be provided; and we will make sure they reach the hands of 
some very grateful children.  Thank you for your participation.  
If you have any questions feel free to call Laura at 508-746-
7761 or email lmcurtin@comcast.net.  Thank you all again for 
your support in making a child’s Christmas that much brighter. 

CONFIRMATION NEWS  

Our next Confirmation meeting will be this Sunday, December 
7th from 11:45-1:15p.m.  Confirmands & Mentors, if you 
haven’t yet watched and discussed the movie Contact, you need 
to do so right away! 

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP OVERVIEW 

We have a fantastic activity planned for this month!  Join us 
Sunday, December 14

th
 following worship for pizza and a 

movie in the Youth Room in the John Robinson Center.  We’ll 
be watching the 2006 film The Nativity Story.  This movie does 
a wonderful job of portraying all of the familiar events that led 
to Jesus’ birth as told in Luke and Matthew.  The film includes 
vivid visual details and powerful storytelling.  In the words of 
one reviewer, “One of the incidental points of the film, 
particularly powerful, is that doing the right thing isn't easy, 
even in the face of divine assurance.”   We hope all 6th, 7th, and 
8th graders will join us and bring a friend! 

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP OVERVIEW  

Our next Senior High Youth Group Activity will be Saturday, 

December 6
th

 from **10a.m. to 1p.m.** at the Plymouth 

Food Warehouse in the **Industrial Park** (not Cordage 
Park as was mistakenly printed on the flyer mailed two weeks 
ago)  We’ll be unloading & sorting food collected during a food 
drive at local grocery stores and businesses.  We welcome all 
9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th graders to join us!  

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT SIGN UP 

This Sunday, December 7th, we will return to having our first 
Sunday of the month Worship Service for Children and Youth 
ages 3 through 8th grade.  Worship will be in the John Robinson 
Center and will include a Service of Communion.  Parents, 
please bring your children to their classrooms before the 10a.m. 
service begins in the sanctuary.  

MEMORIAL POINSETTIAS 

Christmas is fast approaching.  By your loving purchase of 
poinsettias, we can enhance the beauty of our church for the 
Christmas services.  Sign up in the lower vestibule following the 
service this Sunday, Dec. 7.  There will be an insert listing the 
donors and those memorialized or honored in the Christmas 
week Herald.  The suggested donation for a poinsettia is $15, 
although a donation of any amount is welcome.  The flowers 
may be given to shut-ins, or picked up after the Christmas Eve 
services or the following Sunday.  Volunteers will be welcomed 
to take flowers to shut-ins following the Christmas Sunday 
service. 

M I S S I O N S  &  O U T R E A C H  N E W S  
Christmas Fund Offering- December 21.  The Christmas 
Fund Offering (formerly the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of 
the Cross), one of four Special Mission Offerings of the United 
Church of Christ (UCC), is an important way of sharing our joy 
at God’s renewing and life-giving grace.  The Offering, which is 

administered by the United Church Board for Ministerial 
Assistance of the Pension Boards on behalf of the UCC, is an 
expression of joy and gratitude to, and for, those who service the 
church.  Gifts to the Christmas Fund help provide pension and 
health premium supplementation to low-income retirees, 
emergency assistance to the families of clergy and lay 
employees and Christmas Gift Checks to hundreds of 
annuitants.  When the United Church of Christ celebrated 50 
years of ministry in 2007, the Christmas Fund celebrated 105 
years of continuous ministry.  Your gifts are needed more than 
ever to help the growing number of retirees whose low income 
annuities make it difficult to meet increasing living costs.  This 
is your opportunity to participate in God’s promise of renewal 
by enabling this ministry of compassion and care. 
Missions Christmas Fair.  The Missions Committee will be 
sponsoring a Christmas Fair in Allerton Hall following the 
service on both Sunday, December 7th and Sunday, December 
14th.  We will be proudly selling gifts from both SERRV (Sales 
Exchange for Refugee Rehabilitation and Vocation) and the 
Emancipation Network (dedicated to fighting human trafficking 
and modern day slavery).  We will also be selling Equal 
Exchange coffee, chocolate, and hot chocolate mix.  As many of 
you already know, all of these organizations provide wonderful 
gifts for justice-minded givers and recipients.  The majority of 
gifts are reasonably priced and very special.  
Time to look through your Linen Closets!  The Missions 
Committee needs clean sheets for single beds (pillow cases, top 
sheets, fitted sheets—anything you no longer use!).  Please 
leave donated linens behind the piano in the back of Allerton 
Hall.  These will be used by the homeless men during our 
Overnights of Hospitality week at the end of December and in 
2009. 
Overnights of Hospitality.  We need YOU! The Missions 
Committee needs members of our congregation to overnight 
host or to make desserts and salads for our next week of 
Hospitality (Dec. 28-Jan. 2).  Please call Meg Bross at 508-830-
9745 (megbross@verizon.net) or Sarah Barnicle at 508-747-
5531 (SeasideEditing@gmail.com) if you’d like to volunteer.  If 
you would like to know what working with the homeless men of 
Plymouth is like, we would be happy to answer your questions 
and address your concerns. 
Food Collection. All types of non-perishable food are needed 
for the Plymouth Food Warehouse.  The following food basics 
are especially needed:  canned items such as fruit, vegetables, 
tuna, chicken and ham; macaroni & cheese; pasta & sauce; rice, 
beans; baby food and formula; condiments such as ketchup, 
mustard, mayo, peanut butter, jelly; hearty soups and chili; 
crackers, cereal; juice, coffee tea.  Thank you for your donations 
of food each Sunday. 
Kayak Raffle.  The Plymouth Taskforce for the Homeless is 
raffling a new Old Town Cayuga 130 Kayak.  The kayak retails 
for over $939, but tickets are only $15 (2 for $25, 4 for $50).  
Only 500 tickets will be sold.  The drawing will be held when 
all tickets are sold or June 4, 2009.  For more information, call 
Judy Erikson at 508-747-0022 or pick up the entry form and 
addressed envelope on the bulletin board near the Crib Room.     

To view the canoe, go to: 
www.oldtowncanoe.com/kayaks/recreation_touring/cayuga_cay
uga_130.html.  



 
 
INTERGENERATIONAL ADVENT WORKSHOP—A GREAT SUCCESS! 

Approximately 70 people gathered in Allerton Hall this past Sunday after worship to make Advent wreaths, 
create Advent crafts, decorate cookies, and eat a delicious soup and bread lunch.  This wonderful 
intergenerational event marked a fun and festive way to begin the season of Advent.  My thanks to the members 
of the Christian Education Committee who cooked hearty soups, provided bread and drink, prepared supplies 
and activities, helped to set up, offered guidance for the activity stations, and cleaned up afterwards.  Thank you 
to Betsey Stearns Marks for going to Boston to obtain supplies for the Advent wreaths.  Thank you to the 
Bottomleys, Ruth Fry, and Phil Ragonetti for gathering such an abundant and fragrant supply of evergreen 
boughs.  Thank you, Jackie Williamson for once again baking the cookies, making the frosting, providing the 
cookie decoration tools, and helping people enjoy the fun of making a tasty treat.  The success of the Advent 
Workshop would not have been possible without the generous help of all of you!  -Rev. Heather 
 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT INFORMATION 

Sunday, December 7th Sign-up Continues:  Parents, if you havenÕt yet signed up your son(s) or daughter(s) to be 
sheep, shepherds, angels, magi, etc., please do so in Allerton Hall.   
Sunday, December 14th Costume Fitting: All those who are participating in the Pageant are invited to stay after 
church to be fitted for their costumes. 
Sunday, December 21st: Pageant Rehearsal.  Following the worship service, there will be a Pageant rehearsal in 
the sanctuary.  It is important that all who plan on participating attend this rehearsal. 
Wednesday, December 24th: Christmas Eve Family Service, 7:00p.m.  Children participating in the Pageant 
need to arrive at the church by 6:30p.m. to get dressed in costume and ready for the Pageant.  
 
 
 


