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Dear Friends,

By the time you read this letter the season of Lent will already have begun. Easter this year is as early
as it ever is and that makes Lent fall not too many weeks after the Christmas/Epiphany seasons. The dating of
Easter has been, and continues to be, a mystery to me.

Lent is a six-week season through which we are to prepare ourselves spiritually for Holy Week and
Easter. It is a penitential period in which we seek to identify with Jesus and what God has revealed, and reveals
still, through his life, death and resurrection. It is a time of prayer, reflection and meditation upon the themes of
faith in order to enter into the redemptive rhythms of God’s grace.

A few years ago we engaged in a group Lenten study based upon a book by Henri Nouwen entitled The
Life of the Beloved. Nouwen was a Dutch priest, writer, lecturer, spiritual guide and leader at the L’ Arche
Daybreak Community for people with mental and physical disabilities. He wrote many books on spiritual
formation which have helped many Christians of all denominations find direction for their own spiritual
pilgrimages. Among those books which I have read is one entitled A Cry for Mercy: Prayer from the Genesee.
The following is a piece which he named, “An Ash Wednesday Prayer.”

“How often have I lived through these weeks without paying much attention to penance, fasting,
and prayer? How often have I missed spiritual fruits of the season without being aware of it?
But how can I ever really celebrate Easter without observing Lent? How can I rejoice fully in
your Resurrection when I’ve avoided participating in your death? Yes, Lord, I have to die-with
you, through you, and in you-and thus become ready to recognize you when you appear to me in
your Resurrection. There is so much in me that needs to die: false attachments, greed and anger,
impatience and stinginess....I see clearly now how little I have died with you, really gone your
way and been faithful to it. O Lord, make this Lenten season different from the other ones. Let
me find you again. Amen.”

It is my hope that praying this prayer will aid us in our own spiritual journeys. I also hope that we will
pledge ourselves to make the Lenten pilgrimage together as we attend to our very real spiritual needs. May we
all be keenly sensitive to our needs for worship, prayer and contemplation as we make our way toward the
meaning of Easter. The way of the cross leads to the hope of the empty tomb.

Love,

office@8townsquare.org
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ON OUR CALENDAR

Feb 10: Morning Worship at 10am, Rev. Heather A.
Moody preaching. Brian Jones will be the featured
organist. Cherub Choir will rehearse.

Feb 11: Monday Meals of Hospitality, 11am.

Feb 12: Rev. Marks will conduct a worship service at The
Newfield House at 10:00am. He will be in the church
office following that service. Rev. Moody will be in the
church office, 9:30am.

Feb 13: Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am.
Rev. Moody will be in the church office, 9:30am. Lenten
Soup/Salad and Prayer Service at 6pm. The service will
be held in the sanctuary at 7:00pm (see “Notes”). Choir
Rehearsal, 7:30pm.

Feb 14-Happy St. Valentine’s Day: The Membership
and Evangelism Committee will meet at 7:00pm in the
Robinson Center.

Feb 15: Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am.
Rev. Moody will be in the church office, 9:30am.
Coming Events-

Feb 18-President’s Day. The Church Office will be
closed.

Feb 19-The Board of Trustees will meet in The JRC
Conference Room.

Feb 20-Soup Suppers in Allerton Hall followed by a
Lenten Prayer Service in the sanctuary.

Feb 21-Kid’s Craft in Allerton Hall.

Feb 23-Kid’s and Family Movie Evening in Allerton Hall.
Feb 24-Budget Informational Meeting following morning
worship.

CHURCH RECORD

Hospitalized: Cliff Sampson, Golden Living Center.

In Memoriam: On February 1, 2008 Rev. Marks
conducted a graveside service for Roland Shuart in
Brockton. On February 9, 2008 Rev. Marks
conducted a funeral service for Hector Patenaude in
the church sanctuary.

FLOWERS: The flowers are in loving memory of
Mrs. Dorothy Strassel, Mr. Harold Tissot, Mr. Roy
Seese, and other family members. Given by the
Family.

NOTES-

We have received word that Rich and Lynnette
Lancaster are the proud grandparents of a
granddaughter, Olivia Marie Hartin. She was born
on January 31%, the daughter of Amy and Chris
Hartin. Congratulations!

Due to a request from the Board of Trustees the
Church Council meeting has been changed from
February 24™ to March 9". Marylyn Colburn,
Assistant Moderator

We are pleased to welcome Brian Jones as guest
organist on February 10™. Brian was organist at The
Church of the Pilgrimage when he was a very young
man. He is a highly acclaimed performer who most
recently held positions at Trinity Church and Old
South Church in Boston. Brian is an old friend of
The Church of the Pilgrimage and we are pleased to
welcome him to the church.

During the season of Lent on Wednesday evening we
will be holding a service of Soup/Salad Suppers
and Prayer Services in the sanctuary. The suppers
will be held in Allerton Hall at 6:00pm. The prayer
services will be held in the sanctuary from 7:00-
7:30pm. The services may be varied in content, but
will include a version of the ancient prayer process,
Lectio Divina (Spiritual reading of Scripture). We
hope that you’ll be a part of these events as we all
prepare for Holy Week and Easter.

If you are interested in becoming a member of The
Church of the Pilgrimage, please phone the church
office or speak with Rev. Marks.

If you know of any pastoral concerns of which the
pastor’s should be aware, please call the office or
speak to one of the ministers.

Reminder: Items for each issue of the Pilgrimage
Herald are due in the church office on by noon on
Tuesdays in order to be included in the next Sunday’s
issue.

FAMILY NIGHT IS BACK!

We had so much fun last year that we thought we’d
do it again! Instead of pizza (sorry...no whining
now) we are going to have a potluck with Kid’s
Favorite’s as the theme. In order to avoid a table
filled entirely with macaroni and cheese and hot
dogs, we are asking people to sign up with what they
would like to bring. Following dinner we will host
some as yet to be determined activities for everyone;
more details will be forthcoming as they become
available (or as we think them up). The date is set for
Saturday, Feb 23 at 4:30. Look for sign ups in
Allerton Hall during coffee hour. Or call Jenny 508-
747-7168 or email poetick@verizon.net.
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SECOND ANNUAL KID’S CRAFT WORKSHOP

The Kid’s table made $200 for the Harvest Fair last
fall! We’d love to meet and exceed that! To get started
we will have a craft workshop on Thursday, Feb. 21
from 9:30am-1:00pm with a break for lunch (bring your
own bag lunch, please). Kids of all ages are invited, no
experience necessary (if you can operate a glue stick,
you qualify). We look forward to seeing our crafters
from last year and would love to see some new ones as
well. Any older kids who would like to help or even
run an activity are encouraged to join us. Registration
is not required but for supply buying purchases, it
would be helpful to have a rough number of
participants. Additionally, any adults who would like
to come and teach a craft please contact me to make
arrangements. Thanks, Jenny (508-747-7168 or
poetick(@verizon.net).

U.C.C. LENTEN DEVOTIONAL EMAIL

If you would like to receive a daily Lenten devotional
email, you may sign up at www.ucc.org. This is a
service which comes from the national U.C.C. office in
Cleveland. This is an excellent way to aid your
spiritual life as you journey through Lent toward Holy
Week and Easter.

ON OUR WEBSITE

Our Sunday worship services may now be found on our
website at www.8townsquare.org/video.html. Also
available on our website are minutes of the last Church
Council meeting and Annual Meeting.

HARVEST FAIR 2008

It’s time once again folks to get our thinking caps back
on and start preparing for our Annual Harvest Fair in
October. I will be holding a meeting this Sunday,
February 10, 2008 after church in the upper vestibule.
New faces are always welcome as well as new ideas.
Please join us for a brief meeting, no experience
required, just share some friendship and laughs. For
more information call Laura Curtin @ 508-746-7761 or
you can email me at Imcurtin@comcast.net.

Monday Meals of Hospitality are a free hot meal at
lunch time for anyone who is in need. If you would
like to prepare a meal, help serve, or assist in any
way, please sign-up in Allerton Hall after church or
call our coordinator Diane Flood at 508-209-0266.

The Plymouth Food Warehouse Donations The
following items are always needed at the warehouse:
canned tuna, chicken, and ham, macaroni & cheese,
pasta and sauce, canned vegetables or fruit, beans,
baby food & formula (with current dates),
condiments such as ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise,
peanut butter, jelly; hearty soups and chili, crackers,
cereal, juice, coffee & tea. Thank you for
remembering the hungry!

Homelessness happens during any season, any
month, any day of the year. That’s why we’ve joined
with Rae Brightman, a local Girl Scout, to collect
school supplies for homeless children in Plymouth
County. Rae distributed backpacks to 70 homeless
children in Plymouth County in the Fall. With Rae,
we are still collecting new or excellent condition
backpacks, as well as binders, notebooks, calculators,
pencils, pens, crayons, markers--any school supplies
appropriate for students in Kindergarten through
High School. Please pick up a list of needed supplies
and leave supplies at the green bins in the foyer. For
more information, contact Janet Synott or Carol
Johnson.

Overnight hosts needed! If you would like to help,
our third and final week of this season’s Overnights
of Hospitality hosted by The Church of the
Pilgrimage will take place form Sunday, March 9™
through the morning of Sunday, March 16™. We
have openings for six overnight hosts and we would
love to have our schedule set by the end of February!
If you can help with this lifesaving service to the
homeless men of Plymouth, please contact Sarah
Barnicle (508)747-5531, or any members of the
Mission Committee.

CONFIRMATION NEWS

We had a powerful experience in Cambridge last
Saturday. Confirmands and Mentors volunteered at the
Children’s Clothing Exchange, sorting clothes and
doing craft activities with children while their parents
shopped. We also had a homeless immersion
experience that opened our eyes to some of the
challenges and frustrations faced by homeless youth
and adults every day. Our next Confirmation event will
be Sunday, February 17". We’ll gather at 9:30am to go
over our part of the Children’s Message and then we’ll
have our regular meeting after church from 11:45-
1:15pm. Confirmands, if you cannot attend, please give
Rev. Heather a call as soon as possible.
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JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY FUNDRAISER NEWS

The Super Sub Fundraiser was a tremendous success!!
Thanks to the great generosity of this congregation, we
not only sold 100 sub sandwiches, we also received
donations above and beyond the cost of the sandwiches.
This means we exceeded our somewhat conservative
goal—we’ll announce the results this Sunday. The
money we raised will go towards our March 1¥-2™ trip
to New York City for Nightwatch, a program put on by
the Episcopal Cathedral of St. John the Divine and the
Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of
Christ.

Many hands, both of junior highs and of adults were
involved in making the tasty sandwiches. We thank
Kara Mallon for collecting all of the order information,
coordinating the purchase of sandwich making supplies,
and designing an assembly system. Thanks also go to
Tom Healy for his expertise in quantity food
preparation, helpful suggestions to the youth preparing
the sandwiches, and cutting up all the tomatoes ahead
of time. Thanks to Diane Harting for preparing the
lettuce. Thanks to Jeff Mallon for weighing and
separating each individual portion of meat to ensure
consistency and make the assembly process go so much
faster. We also greatly appreciate Piantedosi’s Butcher
Shop in North Plymouth for giving us an excellent price
on the fine quality deli meats and cheeses. We thank all
of the junior highs who showed up at 8:00am on a
Sunday morning and assembled 100 sandwiches in
record time, even if you weren’t planning on going on
the trip!

SENIOR HIGH MINISTRY NEWS

This month, join Adult Leader Al Hoyt as we
continue to explore our faith through rhythm &
percussion. We’ll meet Feb. IOth, 17th, & 20" from
10:15-11:15a.m. Come to the beginning of the
worship service in the sanctuary before going to the
JRC’s Youth Room for the day’s youth ministry
experience.

**Calling all Senior Highs and parents: Join us this
Sunday, February 10" from 11:30 am-12:30 pm.
in the JRC’s Youth Room for a Senior High Mission
Trip Orientation Meeting. Come and learn about our
Senior High Mission Trip to Tarboro, North Carolina.
On this trip we will be working with Habitat for
Humanity to build homes in a hurricane-ravaged

area. The trip will be June 22" 27™ 2008. The cost

of this trip is $450 per person. We will discuss
details of the trip and fundraising plans.

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING

This year, we are inviting our children to bring a non-
perishable food item each week for their offering.
This offering will go to the Plymouth Food
Warehouse which in turn supports numerous food
banks throughout Plymouth as well as neighboring
communities. Please see the Missions announcement
about items needed.

DAFFODILS IN MARCH
The American Cancer Society

Daffodils in March can brighten our days and bring
even more hope to the many who depend on cancer
research. The American Cancer Society’s Daffodil
Day sales will begin this Sunday during coffee hour
and continue until Sunday, February 24™. This year
the day of dedication will be March 24", Easter.
Can’t you see it now, the sanctuary decked out not
only with our memorial lilies but also with daffodils
each representing hope, joy, love and new life. The
daffodils can be picked up after either service on
Easter. However, we will still ask that Easter lilies
be picked up only after the 2™ service.

This year the Cancer Society has 3 choices for you to
consider:

$10 — for a bund of 10 daffodils
$15 - for a potted arrangement of 3 daffodil bulbs
$25 — for a teddy bear with a bunch of daffodils

Place your order this Sunday and give a breath of
spring to someone as well as to yourself. The
American Cancer Society depends on these Daffodil
Days to continue their life saving research.

P.S. We can’t forget how dear this project was to
Jane Burns and how for years, she coordinated the
entire Plymouth Daffodil Days herself. We’re doing
our best Jane!
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2008 STEWARDSHIP DRIVE BEGINS

February 10" is the beginning of the 2008 Stewardship Campaign. The theme this year is “In the Light of
God’s Word.” Gods light is always present in our lives, guiding the way, if we would but follow it!” Our
goal this year is to increase member pledging by $25,000.00 or an average of $3.35 per week. Some
members will be able to make larger contributions, some less. Those who are currently not pledging
might start this year. Our goal can be met with a combination of an increase in weekly pledges and more
members pledging.

Over the next six weeks the Stewardship Committee will provide the Congregation with a review of ways
in which your pledge carries out the churches mission and benefit your life. Seven areas will be
discussed: Worship, Pastoral Care, Missions, Music, Christian Education, Maintenance and
Communication. Committee Chairman will inform the Congregation in Church and in the Herald of their
Committee activities. Church members will give inspirational testaments during this six-week period
about what The Church of the Pilgrimage and their faith means to them.

This week we will discuss:
Communications

Everyday 30 to 40 phone calls are fielded at the office. The Church office is the hub of all Church
activities. Weekly Sunday bulletins and the Herald are prepared, records are maintained, wedding,
funeral and baptisms are planned. Activities for the use of space are scheduled.

Shellie Souza, our efficient, knowledgeable and friendly church secretary is at the center of office
activities, coordinating the flow of information to the ministers, working with committee chairman and
making sure that members and visitors alike receive the information and direction they need. Shellie is an
indispensable member of our Church of the Pilgrimage Team. Your pledges make Church office
communications possible.

Testament of Faith by Mahlon Walker

My name is Mahlon Walker, I am 94 years young and I have been a member of The Church of the
Pilgrimage for 54 years. I moved to Plymouth with my family in 1954 and was welcomed into this
friendly church and soon after became members. The Church over the years has strengthened my faith
and has educated by children, Janice and Kenneth through the Sunday School. My granddaughter, Robin
and her children, Justin and Jacqueline continue to benefit from the Sunday School classes provided by
our dedicated teachers, teaching the Word of God and the Christian Way.

Rae, my wife, was a Sunday School Teacher and I served on many committees over the years as a
volunteer with great satisfaction. Supporting the church with our time and talent as well as our financial
support has enhanced our life. The Church has done much for my family and me in times of happiness
and sorrow. What the Church has done for me it can also do for you.

I would suggest that you give the Church your time, talent and financial support to insure that the Light of
God’s Work continues to shine through our Churches teachings for generations to come. God bless my
friends and members of the Church.
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TIME AND TALENT AUCTION DINNER
Saturday, March 8, 2008 at 6:00pm

Signup this Sunday for the delicious dinner, only $8/adult, $4/child, max. $20/family.

Also, please signup for your donation(s) of time and/or talent. Forms will be available in
Allerton Hall after church. In the past, we’ve had donations of dinners (duck, on the beach,
Mexican, Italian, Greek, you name it), cookies, bread, babysitting, cleaning inside and outside,
weekend get-away, boat trips, dump runs, weeding, Red Sox tickets, lessons (computer, dance,
tennis, singing), paintings, baby clothes, estate planning, golf, eggs, baklava, tortellini, wedding
singer, poetry. Call Judy Mitchell at 508-746-3959 with questions.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP ~ 10:00 AM
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE

WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




