'.‘v THE CHURCH OF THE PILGRIMAGE
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST - CONGREGATIONAL
8 TOWN SQUARE, PLYMOUTH,
MASSACHUSETTS 02360

www.8townsquare.org

,,,,,,

THE REVEREND GARY L. MARKS,
SENIOR PASTOR

gmarks@8townsquare.org CHURCH OFFICE

PHONE: 508-746-3026

[HE REVEREND HEATHER A. MOODY, FAX: S08-746-4362

ASSOCIATE PASTOR
hmoody@8townsquare.org

Volume LXXX, No. 7 Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am-4:00pm February 17, 2008

Dear Friends,

Lent is a time of self-examination in preparation for living the Christian life. Such preparations are at once
intensely personal and communal. It takes a deep personal and disciplined commitment to the way of Jesus in order to
sustain our faith’s social mandate.

As you know, I’ve been involved in seminars in Celtic spirituality and have visited many monastic sites in
Ireland, Scotland and Northumbria in recent years. I have been prompted to make a study of Celtic spirituality because of
its centering in prayer and Christian service and mission. In part, my passion for such study and experience has been
stimulated by the belief that the faith in the twenty-first century will emerge anew from many of the characteristics of
early Christian monasticism.

I didn’t come to this conclusion alone, after my initial interest in ancient Christian monasticism I came across a
now famous insight by Dietrich Bonhoeffer first expressed in a letter to his brother in 1935. Bonhoeffer said in that letter:

“...the restoration of the church will surely come only from a new type of monasticism which has nothing
in common with the old but a complete lack of compromise in a life lived in accordance with the Sermon
on the Mount in the discipleship of Christ. I think it is time to gather people together to do this...”

I have visited the Iona and Lindisfarne communities where Bonhoeffer’s prophetic words are being given
concrete expressions. There is a very concerted effort among Christians of all denominations and persuasions to pray
together and to live out the implications of The Sermon on the Mount in the world. There are many such communities
springing up around the globe and an interest in ancient patterns of prayer are gaining in strength as the church faces the
challenges of our age.

For these, and other reasons, I’ve opted to introduce all of us to the Benedictine form of prayer during our
Wednesday evening prayer services. That form of prayer has been in use since about 500 A.D. and has been the center of
varying monastic communities. It is called Lectio Divina, or “scripture prayer.” It is also called “holy listening.” It is not
same thing as Bible study, but it is enhanced by such study of the scriptures. It is rather a spiritual use of the Bible with
the intent of centering ourselves on the faith as the foundation of our life and mission. It is not so much a way of reading
a text as it is listening to the Word behind the text made real and present today.

I hope you’ll come to our Wednesday evening Soup/Salad Supper and Services during Lent as together we enter
into a prayer activity which will likely be at the center of Christian personal and church revival. Reading scripture from
the vantage of “holy listening” may change your life and add to the transformation of the church’s emerging vision in the
twenty-first century.

office@8townsquare.org

Love,

g ©The Church of the Pilgrimage in Plymouth, MA Inc., all rights reserved.

Clerk — Lois Post; Moderator — Steven Triffletti; Treasurer —Elizabeth Hughes; Collector — Debra Richters and Nate Davis;
Office Administrator-Shellie Souza; Sexton-Tony Nightingale;
World Mission Emphasis-Heifer Project International; Church Building Telephone-508-747-1341



THE PILGRIMAGE HERALD

THE CHURCH OF THE PILGRIMAGE, PLYMOUTH, MASS.

ON OUR CALENDAR

Feb 17: Morning Worship at 10am, Rev. Gary L. Marks
preaching.

Feb 18-President’s Day: The Church Office will be
closed. Monday Meals of Hospitality, 11am, Allerton
Hall.

Feb 19: Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am.
Rev. Moody will be in the church office, 9:30am. The
Board of Trustees will meet in the Conference Room in
The Robinson Center at 7:00pm.

Feb 20: Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am.
Rev. Moody will be in the church office, 9:30am. Lenten
Soup/Salad and Prayer Service at 6pm; Service 7-7:30pm.
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm.

Feb 21: Rev. Heather will be out of the office. Kid’s
Craft in Allerton Hall, 9-1.

Feb 22: Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am.
Rev. Moody will be in the church office, 9:30am.

Feb 23: Family Night in Allerton Hall at 4:30pm.
Coming Events-

Feb 24-Budget Informational Meeting during the Coffee
Hour.

Feb 26-The Advisory Board will meet in the Conference
Room in the Robinson Center at 7:00pm.

Feb 27-Lenten Soup Suppers/Prayer Service begins at
6:00pm.

Mar 2-One Great Hour of Sharing Offering.

CHURCH RECORD

Hospitalized: Now at The Golden Living Center: Violet
Johnson, Cliff Sampson. Now at The Newfield House,
Mary Clark.

Baptism: On February 10, 2008 Rev. Marks performed
a service of baptism in the sanctuary for Vincent Nicholas
Maresco, son of Caitlin Cleverly and Christopher
Maresco.

New Births: Congratulations to Kelley DePasqua and
Jennifer Martin who welcome Griffin Ellis DePasqua
Martin into their family. Griffin was born February 5,
2008. Ron and Bonnie Peck announce the birth of a new
grandson, Joshua Brady Peck son of Steven and Helen
Peck on February 3, 2008.

In Memoriam: On February 9, 2008 Rev. Marks
officiated at a funeral service for Hector (Pat) Patenaude
in the church sanctuary. Pat was a revered part of The
Church of the Pilgrimage. Our sympathies are extended
to Joni-Jean (Patenaude) Lane, his daughter, and to Pat’s
family and many friends.

On February 11, 2008 Rev. Marks conducted a funeral
service for Noel Thomson Bosanquet (Thom) in the
church sanctuary. Our sympathies are extended to his
beloved family and friends.

On February 15, 2008 Rev. Marks conducted a funeral
service for Harold Clark in the church sanctuary. Our
sympathies are with Harold’s wife Mary and his beloved
family.

FLOWERS: In loving memory of Rae C. Walker and
Marion Nickerson Walker. Given by Mahlon Walker.
The side flowers are given in memory of and in
celebration of the February 19" birthday of Jean Whiting
Patenaude and in memory of Hector Patenaude, Margaret
Whiting Stacy and her husband Edwin (E.O.) Stacy.
Given by Joni-Jean, David and Jennifer Lane and Bonnie
Stacy.

NOTES-

Due to a request from the Board of Trustees the
Church Council meeting has been changed from
February 24™ to March 9. Marylyn Colburn, Assistant
Moderator

During the season of Lent on Wednesday evening we
will be holding a service of Soup/Salad Suppers and
Prayer Services in the sanctuary. The suppers will be
held in Allerton Hall at 6:00pm. The prayer services will
be held in the sanctuary from 7:00-7:30pm. The services
may be varied in content, but will include a version of the
ancient prayer process, Lectio Divina (Spiritual reading of
Scripture). We hope that you’ll be a part of these events
as we all prepare for Holy Week and Easter.

If you are interested in becoming a member of The
Church of the Pilgrimage, please phone the church
office or speak with Rev. Marks.

If you know of any pastoral concerns of which the
pastor’s should be aware, please call the office or speak
to one of the ministers.

Once again we thank all those who provided a wonderful
collation following the celebration of Hector
Patenaude’s life on February 9, 2008. Jenny Healy
organized the Collation and many willing hands made it a
fantastic fellowship event. Dottie Bottomley, with help
from others, made the hall look beautiful. God’s blessings
on all of you! In a similar note from Jenny Healy she
pointed out that it was heartening that for our fourth
collation in not as many weeks, her requests for help
were met with no less enthusiasm then the first.
Thank you to all.
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Notes of Thanks---

We would like to thank the Women’s Fellowship for
their help and participation in Ralph’s collation; it
was greatly appreciated. Darlene, Jay, Nate and
Dawn [Bregoli]

Your efforts went above and beyond our wildest
expectations. You solved a monumental task and
made our challenges easy. Your organization of a
wonderful church family putting together a collation
of which we were so proud, and know Jane would
have felt the same. We know you all loved her and it
sure was evident in the heartwarming event you
executed. A big thank you to...all who were
involved. Sincerely, The Burns Family

From Joni-Jeanne (Patenaude) Lane and family:
We would like to thank everyone who so generously
offered and gave their support to making the
celebration of Pat’s life so wonderful and healing.
The service was uplifting and the collation that
followed was magnificent.

We thank Brian Jones and our beloved choir for a
wonderful musical experience on February 11", The
congregation was stunned by the music and deeply
grateful for it.

Gary thanks those who provide the Monday Meals
of Hospitality for feeding the needy of Plymouth in
The John Robinson Center instead of Allerton hall on
February 12", The move was necessary because a
funeral service was held in the church building. Gary
also wants to thank the food services for the finest
bowl of beef stew he’s had in years! Thank you!

FAMILY NIGHT 1S BACK!

We had so much fun last year that we thought we’d
do it again! Instead of pizza (sorry...no whining
now) we are going to have a potluck with Kid’s
Favorite’s as the theme. In order to avoid a table
filled entirely with macaroni and cheese and hot
dogs, we are asking people to sign up with what they
would like to bring. Following dinner we will host
some as yet to be determined activities for everyone;
more details will be forthcoming as they become
available (or as we think them up). The date is set for
Saturday, Feb 23 at 4:30. Look for sign ups in
Allerton Hall during coffee hour. Or call Jenny 508-
747-7168 or email poetick@yverizon.net.

SECOND ANNUAL KID’S CRAFT WORKSHOP

The Kid’s table made $200 for the Harvest Fair last
fall! We’d love to meet and exceed that! To get started
we will have a craft workshop on Thursday, Feb. 21
from 9:30am-1:00pm with a break for lunch (bring your
own bag lunch, please). Kids of all ages are invited, no
experience necessary (if you can operate a glue stick,
you qualify). We look forward to seeing our crafters
from last year and would love to see some new ones as
well. Any older kids who would like to help or even
run an activity are encouraged to join us. Registration
is not required but for supply buying purchases, it
would be helpful to have a rough number of
participants. Additionally, any adults who would like
to come and teach a craft please contact me to make
arrangements. Thanks, Jenny (508-747-7168 or
poetick(@verizon.net).

U.C.C. LENTEN DEVOTIONAL EMAIL

If you would like to receive a daily Lenten devotional
email, you may sign up at www.ucc.org. Thisisa
service which comes from the national U.C.C. office in
Cleveland. This is an excellent way to aid your
spiritual life as you journey through Lent toward Holy
Week and Easter.

ATTENTION SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS AND
PARENTS - There will be no Children’s Communion
Service on Sunday, March 2™ as Rev. Heather will be
traveling with the youth group on the NYC trip.

INFORMATIONAL BUDGET MEETING

The Board of Trustees will be having an informational
meeting after the worship service Sunday, February 24"
on the status of the current budget with discussion
regarding next year’s budget. We hope you can attend
this meeting.

TASTE OF JUDAISM: ARE YOU CURIOUS?

Congregation Beth Jacob is offering a 3 night free
workshop called “Taste of Judaism: Are You
Curious?” It is designed for Jews, non-Jews,
intermarried couples, and those teaching comparative
religion classes. A well-respected Jewish educator
will be leading three one-night workshops starting on
February 28, 2008. We will be exploring the topics
of Jewish Spirituality, Jewish Ethics, and Jewish
Community. We invite you and all members of your
community who are interested to come and join us.
For more information or to register please call 508-
283-3618.
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MISSIONS & OUTREACH: Updates and Opportunities

Monday Meals of Hospitality are a free hot meal at
lunch time for anyone who is in need. If you would like
to prepare a meal, help serve, or assist in any way,
please sign-up in Allerton Hall after church or call our
coordinator Diane Flood at 508-209-0266.

The Plymouth Food Warehouse Donations The
following items are always needed at the warehouse:
canned tuna, chicken, and ham, macaroni & cheese,
pasta and sauce, canned vegetables or fruit, beans, baby
food & formula (with current dates), condiments such
as ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise, peanut butter, jelly;
hearty soups and chili, crackers, cereal, juice, coffee &
tea. Thank you for remembering the hungry!

Homelessness happens during any season, any month,
any day of the year. That’s why we’ve joined with Rae
Brightman, a local Girl Scout, to collect school
supplies for homeless children in Plymouth County.
Rae distributed backpacks to 70 homeless children in
Plymouth County in the Fall. With Rae, we are still
collecting new or excellent condition backpacks, as
well as binders, notebooks, calculators, pencils, pens,
crayons, markers--any school supplies appropriate for
students in Kindergarten through High School. Please
pick up a list of needed supplies and leave supplies at
the green bins in the foyer. For more information,
contact Janet Synott or Carol Johnson.

Overnight hosts needed! If you would like to help,
our third and final week of this season’s Overnights of
Hospitality hosted by The Church of the Pilgrimage
will take place form Sunday, March 9™ through the
morning of Sunday, March 16™. We have openings
for six overnight hosts and we would love to have our
schedule set by the end of February! If you can help
with this lifesaving service to the homeless men of
Plymouth, please contact Sarah Barnicle (508)747-
5531, or any members of the Mission Committee.

SENIOR HIGH MINISTRY NEWS

This month, join Adult Leader Al Hoyt as we continue
to explore our faith through rhythm & percussion.
We’ll meet this Sunday from 10:15-11:15a.m. Come to
the beginning of the worship service in the sanctuary
before going to the JRC’s Youth Room for the day’s
youth ministry experience.

For those of you going on the Senior High Mission Trip
to Tarboro, North Carolina, don’t forget your $50
registration fee is due by February 24™. Please make
checks payable to The Church of the Pilgrimage with

“Senior High Mission Trip” on the memo line. Unable
to attend last Sunday’s Mission Trip Orientation
Meeting, but still want to go? Please call Rev. Heather
as soon as possible!

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS

Our next Junior High activity is our trip to New York
City to visit the Episcopal Cathedral of St. John the
Divine for “Nightwatch.” The trip is March 1%-2",

CONFIRMATION NEWS

Our next Confirmation event will be this Sunday,
February 17", We’ll gather at 9:30am to go over our
part for the Children’s Message and then we’ll have our
regular meeting after church from 11:45-1:15pm.
Confirmands, if you cannot attend, please give Rev.
Heather a call as soon as possible.

DAFFODILS IN MARCH:The American Cancer Society

Daffodils in March can brighten our days and bring
even more hope to the many who depend on cancer
research. The American Cancer Society’s Daffodil Day
sales will begin this Sunday during coffee hour and
continue until Sunday, February 24™. This year the day
of dedication will be March 24™, Easter. Can’t you see
it now, the sanctuary decked out not only with our
memorial lilies but also with daffodils each representing
hope, joy, love and new life. The daffodils can be
picked up after either service on Easter. However, we
will still ask that Easter lilies be picked up only after the
2" service.

This year the Cancer Society has 3 choices for you to
consider:

$10 — for a bunch of 10 daffodils
$15 - for a potted arrangement of 3 daffodil bulbs
$25 — for a teddy bear with a bunch of daffodils

Place your order this Sunday and give a breath of spring
to someone as well as to yourself. The American
Cancer Society depends on these Daffodil Days to
continue their life saving research.

P.S. We can’t forget how dear this project was to Jane
Burns and how for years, she coordinated the entire
Plymouth Daffodil Days herself. We’re doing our best
Jane!
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2008 STEWARDSHIP DRIVE BEGINS

Neil Bottomley, Stewardship Chairman, addressed the Congregation, Sunday, February 10", stressing the
need to increase overall pledging by at least $25,000. This goal can be reached if all pledging families
increase their giving by an average of $3.25. Some members will be able to give more, some less. Neil
stressed the need to have new members and those members and friends who to date have not pledged, to
begin pledging this year. 400 persons are on the Herald mailing list. Yet, only 150 Church families
pledge.

Sunday, February 17", Peter Causton from the Missions Committee will be addressing the Congregation
and Shirley Axon will give an inspiring testimonial.

Testament of Faith by Linn Peterson

I guess my church experience may be unique when compared to so many others.
Over my lifetime, I have known only one church and two senior pastors, Rev. Ed Anthony and
Rev. Gary Marks. Oh, there were times, particularly during my college days, when I visited other
houses of worship, asked questions about other faiths, and tried to rationalize the actual existence
of a “higher being”. But, when all was said and done, I always returned to The Church of the
Pilgrimage and here I plan to stay. Why? Because this church is my home. It has nurtured me,
educated me, challenged me, comforted me and, most importantly, loved me.

How can a church love? The congregation of this church is truly one large family. We
gather together in unity each week to worship God, but each one of us comes here carrying our
own very personal set of beliefs. We serve on committees, volunteer our time and talents, develop
a love and understanding of God in our children, help those less fortunate, and so on... This
family of mine also demonstrates an unbelievable amount of compassion, support, and love for
those who are experiencing low points in their lives. God works His wonders through the
members of this church!

We’re not the perfect family, however. We’ve been known to argue among ourselves, fret
about our finances, allow our physical structure to deteriorate, and step on the “proverbial” toes of
others now and then. And, through it all, we continue to join together as a family in reverence and
prayer each Sunday morning.

The biggest challenge we face as a church family is finding the means to maintain our
“home” so that the present and future members of our family will always be able to return here to
experience the love, compassion, and guidance of God that generations before us have known and
passed on. We will soon be asked by our Stewardship Committee to pledge our financial support.
As a family, I hope that we can give together to praise God and keep this house of His, The
Church of the Pilgrimage, strong in structure and faith.

Linn Peterson
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TIME AND TALENT AUCTION DINNER
Saturday, March 8, 2008 at 6:00pm

Signup this Sunday for the delicious dinner, only $8/adult, $4/child, max. $20/family.

Also, please signup for your donation(s) of time and/or talent. Forms will be available in
Allerton Hall after church. In the past, weOve had donations of dinners (duck, on the beifh
Mexican, Italian, Greek, you name it), cookies, bread, babysitting, cleaning inside and oufsi
weekend geaway, boat trips, dump runs, weeding, Red Sox tickets, legsomguter, dance,
tennis, singing), paintings, baby clothes, estate planning, golf, eggs, baklava, tortellini, wgd
singer, poetry. Call Judy Mitchell at 5346-3959 with questions.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP ~ 10:00 AM
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE
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WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




