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Dear Friends, 

 As many of you know the last couple of weeks have been draining ones for me and for the church.  We 

have lost three church members and have had three large church memorials for those wonderful people.  I 

usually don’t write about such matters in a space like this, but I’ve been so absorbed by the events that I haven’t 

been able to think of much else, though I’ve had much to do in addition to preparing for them. 

 Actually, I’m not writing about the memorials themselves so much as I am writing about the 

overwhelming “sense of church” I’ve been experiencing.  The church hovered around the three bereaved 

families in remarkable ways since January 19
th

.  Jenny Healy organized three collations with the help of many 

others whose names I don’t have room here to mention.  The food was marvelous and ample and it just kept 

coming in.  Our people’s sense of support was genuine and it was, and still is, greatly appreciated by the 

Kerchner, Burns, and Bregoli families and their friends.  The services were each, in their own ways, powerful 

and uplifting.  Each service was distinct and tailored to reflect those memorialized. 

 I felt so much part of a caring congregation that I have difficulty expressing it.  None of the above was 

achieved by any sense of coerced obligation.  There was an atmosphere of gracefulness about all the hard work.  

Those preparing for the memorials for all the services simply answered a call to be helpful and to provide 

visible outward signs of an inward grace.  It was, indeed, sacramental.  The services on January 26
th

 meant that 

those preparing for the Pastor’s Pasta sale had to rearrange their whole Saturday schedules in order to 

accommodate the collations.  We were also hosting Overnights of Hospitality during the week of January 13-19 

and providing food for our guests, as well. 

 All these things got done cheerfully and no one complained about the inconveniences or the loss of 

leisure weekend time spent instead at the church. It was all a stunning display of Christian hospitality.  It all has 

touched me deeply. 

 For the service for our beloved Jane Burns a full choir showed up to pay tribute to her, along with a Bell 

Choir introit.  Dottie Bottomley decorated Allerton Hall beautifully.  And all this was done joyfully! 

 I am very proud to be one of the pastors of The Church of the Pilgrimage!  I was exhausted by Sunday 

evening, but gladdened in heart and soul by a people being the church of Jesus Christ in beautiful ways.  God 

bless you all! 

Love, 

©The Church of the Pilgrimage in Plymouth, MA Inc., all rights reserved. 
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ON OUR CALENDAR 

Feb 3-Boy Scout Sunday:  Morning Worship at 10am, 
Rev. Gary L. Marks preaching.  Communion will be a part 
of the service. 
Feb 4:  Monday Meals of Hospitality, 11am. 
Feb 5:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am.  
Rev. Moody will be in the church office at 9:30am.  The 
Missions Committee will meet at 7:00pm in the John 
Robinson Center. 
Feb 6-Ash Wednesday:  Rev. Marks will be in the church 
office, 9:30am.  Rev. Moody will be in the church office, 
9:30am. Ash Wednesday Service in the sanctuary at 
7:00pm.  Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm. 
Feb 7:  Rev. Moody will be at home working on her 
sermon.  The Christian Education Committee will meet at 
7pm in the John Robinson Center. 
Feb 8:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am.  
Rev. Moody will be in the church office at 9:30am.  The 
Guild meets at noon in Allerton Hall. 
Coming Events- 

Feb. 10-Stewardship Campaign begins. 
Feb. 13-Soup Suppers in Allerton Hall followed by a 
Lenten Prayer Service in the sanctuary. 
Feb. 14-The Membership and Evangelism Committee will 
meet at 7:00pm in The John Robinson Center. 

C H U R C H  R E C O R D  

Hospitalized:  Joen Blanton, Mass. General Hospital. 

FLOWERS:  The flowers are given in celebration for 
the life of Mary Jean Maas.  Given by the Bingham-
Maas family. 

NOTES- 

Thank you to the following people who were 
greeters during the month of January:  Pat Blackmer 
and Diane Keller; Kara and Jeff Mallon; Glenda and 
Keith Richards; Susan and Mark Coombs. 

From Deacon Jenny Healy:  Thank you to my 

ushers for the month of January:  Dawn and James 
Durmis, Bill and Diane Harting, Nora and William 
Healy, Julia and Sophia Blomberg, Holly McNeely, 
Ashley Saunders, Emma and Katie Canducci, the 
Verdugo family and the Mallon family.  And a thank 
you to my deacons-in-training:  Nora and William, 
Stephanie and Andrew, Julia and Sophia, Katrina and 
Garrett:  it was a busy month, and I appreciate all the 
help that they provided. 

 

Due to a request from the Board of Trustees the 
Church Council meeting has been changed from 
February 24th to March 9th.  Marylyn Colburn, 
Assistant Moderator 

Brian Jones, an organist well known to our Church, 
will be guest organist at our Feb 10 worship service.  
The Choir has been preparing special music for this 
service.  We hope the congregation will find the 
music in this service especially inspiring. 

From Laura Curtin, Harvest Fair Chair:  I would 
like to thank everyone who helped with the 
Thanksgiving Day mini fair and tree lighting mini 
sale.  These two small events helped raise another 
$290.  Thus bringing our Harvest Fair 2007 
fundraising total to over $11,000.00.  Special thanks 
to Diana Budge, Jenny Healy, Suzanne Anderson and 
Alice Heckman.  

From the Burns Family:  We would like to thank 
the entire church community who helped make JaneÕs 
memorial service a moving and beautiful tribute.  The 
Choir and the Bells were especially poignant, the 
collation was overwhelming and the attendance was 
heartwarming for us.  The Church of the Pilgrimage 
has always been JaneÕs family and we are so proud to 
have you honor Jane in such a magnificent Christian 
memorial celebration. 

We have received a letter from the national U.C.C. 
headquarters in Cleveland acknowledging the receipt 
of our Prayer Journal.  Our journal along with 
others from the U.C.C. congregations across the 
country have been placed on the communion table in 
the Amistad Chapel.  They will be blessed in a 
service then sent to chaplains serving in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  The Church of the Pilgrimage was 
mentioned on the U.C.C. webpage.  Thanks for your 
efforts! 

Many thanks for all those who helped to make the 
Pastor’s Pasta sale a success.  Even through the 
confusion of a very busy weekend, the work was 
done due to the efforts of our volunteer stirrers and 
bread makers.  Special thanks to Susan Miller, Trace 
Sears, Jenny Healy, Al Hoyt and Barbara and 
Stephanie Northrop for filling the breech on Friday 
when the pasta sauce detail was in full swing.  Our 
bread makers did yeoman duty as we used multiple 
oven to complete the process.  Last of all, thank you 
to all who purchased dinners etc.  Look for a tortellni 
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dinner to be offered in the spring.  By the way, thank 
you to Trace for bringing lunch for the sauce makers, 
it as very thoughtful and the chicken soup was 
delicious. 

From Jenny Healy:  A week and a half ago, I sat, 
head in hands, looking at all that lay before me when 
an image came to mind.  I could clearly see and hear 
Gary standing before us on a Communion Sunday 
saying, Ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall 
find, knock and it shall be opened unto you.  I did 
just that:  I asked.  And I received in overwhelming 
abundance.  Every single item on the list of needs 
that I emailed out to almost everyone in the church 
whose email address I possess was met by ÒI canÉÓ. 
Not one need went unmet.  And it continued through 
SundayÕs service and throughout the week, phone 
calls, emails, taps on the shoulder; all began with ÒI 
canÉÓ.  And we did.  It all happened because one 
person after another said yes, because one person 
after another stepped in or stepped up.  At Jane 
BurnsÕ collation on Saturday, exhausted as I was, I 
found great energy in the celebration of JaneÕs life so 
wonderfully lived and I being part of a community 
which recognizes the importance of paying tribute to 
such a person.  I was lifted up by the love of Jane and 
of her church and of her God made manifest in the 
countless hands which lent themselves to the 
workings of that day.  Thank you to everyone 
whether your job was decorating the room or filling 
the tables with food or pouring the punch or running 
the kitchen crew or scraping plates; no matter how 
big or small your contribution was, as the widowÕs 
mite was, it was an immeasurable gift of the heart.  
Thank you.  Love, Jenny 

If you know of any pastoral concerns of which the 
pastorÕs should be aware, please call the office or 
speak to one of the ministers. 

Reminder:  Items for each issue of the Pilgrimage Herald are 
due in the church office on by noon on Tuesdays in order to be 
included in the next SundayÕs issue. 

TIME & TALENT AUCTION/DINNER 

Sat, Mar 8 @ 6pm 

Please sign-up for the delicious dinner, only $8/adult, 
$4/child, max. $20/family.  Also please sign-up for 
your donation(s) of time and/or talent.  Forms will be 
available in Allerton Hall after church.  Let your 
imagination and generosity run wild-everything from 

time shares to sharing time, from wills to willing 
hands, from cookies to cooking up a storm.  Call 
Judy Mitchell at 508-746-3959 with questions. 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

There will be an Ash Wednesday Service in the 
sanctuary on February 6, 2008.  The service will 
include the imposition of ashes for those desiring 
them and a simple celebration of Communion.  The 
service begins at 7:00pm.  We hope many of you will 
attend this service which has come to be a special one 
for those who have attended it before. 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS 

From Rev. Gary:  This year the Lenten Soup Supper 
in Allerton Hall followed by a Prayer Service in the 
sanctuary will first be held on February 13th.  The 
time for the supper will be 6:00pm.  The 
supper/services will continue for four weeks.  These 
events are opportunities to share a meal with church 
family members and to make spiritual preparations 
for the season which leads to Easter.  Please plan to 
be a part of this relatively new Lenten tradition. 

From Jenny Healy:  I have only had my Christmas 
tree out of the house for a week now so it is very hard 
to believe that Lent will be upon us in a very short 
time.  We are making preparations for what have 
become our annual Lenten soup suppers and prayer 
services.  The suppers will be provided by the 
different committees on each Wednesday.  I have 
made an effort to contact the chairs of all the boards 
and committees (minus Missions who have enough 
meals to make); if you fit such a description but have 
not been contacted, please get to me so I can remedy 
that.  Rev. Marks will be conducting the services.  
Supper is at 6pm and service at 7pm.  Childcare will 
be provided.  Her is the supper schedule for the 
season: 

Feb 13: Advisory Board 
Feb 20: Stewardship and Music 
Feb 27: Board of Trustees 
Mar 5:  Christian Ed and Nominating  
(skip March 12th) 
Mar 19: Membership and Evangelism 

Please see me with any questions or concerns about 
the responsibilities of the committees.  Jenny 508-
747-7168 or poetick@verizon.net. 
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FAMILY NIGHT IS BACK! 

We had so much fun last year that we thought weÕd 
do it again!  Instead of pizza (sorryÉno whining 
now) we are going to have a potluck with KidÕs 
FavoriteÕs as the theme.  In order to avoid a table 
fil led entirely with macaroni and cheese and hot 
dogs, we are asking people to sign up with what they 
would like to bring.  Following dinner we will host 
some as yet to be determined activities for everyone; 
more details will be forthcoming as they become 
available (or as we think them up).  The date is set for 
Saturday, Feb 23 at 4:30.  Look for sign ups in 
Allerton Hall during coffee hour.  Or call Jenny 508-
747-7168 or email poetick@verizon.net. 

SECOND ANNUAL KID’S CRAFT WORKSHOP 

The KidÕs table made $200 for the Harvest Fair last 
fall!  WeÕd love to meet and exceed that!  To get 
started we will have a craft workshop on Thursday, 
Feb. 21 form 9:30am-1:00pm with a break for lunch 
(bring your own bag lunch, please).  Kids of all ages 
are invited, no experience necessary (if you can 
operate a glue stick, you qualify).  We look forward 
to seeing our crafters from last year and would love 
to see some new ones as well.  Any older kids who 
would like to help or even run an activity are 
encouraged to join us.  Registration is not required 
but for supply buying purchases, it would be helpful 
to have a rough number of participants.  Additionally, 
any adults who would like to come and teach a craft 
please contact me to make arrangements.  Thanks, 
Jenny (508-747-7168 or poetick@verizon.net). 

ON OUR WEBSITE 

Our Sunday worship services may now be found on 
our website at www.8townsquare.org/video.html.  
Also available on our website are minutes of the last 
Church Council meeting and Annual Meeting. 

DISCERNMENT COMMITTEE 

A member of the congregation has requested that the 
Advisory Board form a Discernment Committee 
whose purpose would be to consider issues 
surrounding the open and affirming of gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgendered persons in our church 
community  To that purpose, we are asked to explore 
areas in which we may be deficient and may suggest 
policy changes that address those deficiencies, if they 
exist.  These discussions may result in choosing to 

become a UCC Open and Affirming church or some 
lesser modification or no change at all.  We are very 
conscious of the need to involve all of the 
congregation in this discussion and ask your 
cooperation when we approach you individually or in 
committee and ask for your input.  These discussions 
will be confidential.  The members of this committee 
invite any questions, comments and concerns that 
members of the congregation might have about this 
process.  Meanwhile, we will prayerfully proceed in 
study and discussion about these issues, leaving 
ourselves open to the awareness of the will of God as 
we struggle to find our way.  

Please feel free to contact any member of the 
committee at the telephone and email number listed 
below or in person. 
Diana Budge 508-746-4514 
Peter Causton 508-747-5531 / caustonp@comcast.net 
Susan Miller 508-866-5108 / sjmiller72@comcast.net 
David Coutts 508-746-6332 
Jennifer Bingham-Maas 508-947-7746 / bing565@hotmail.com 

HARVEST FAIR 2008 

ItÕs time once again folks to get our thinking caps 
back on and start preparing for our Annual Harvest 
Fair in October.  I will be holding a meeting on 
Sunday, February 10, 2008 after church in the upper 
vestibule.  New faces are always welcome as well as 
new ideas.  Please join us for a brief meeting, no 
experience required, just share some friendship and 
laughs.  For more information call Laura Curtin @ 
508-746-7761 or you can email me at 
lmcurtin@comcast.net. 

THE GUILD 

The Guild will meet on Feb 8 at 1pm for their St. 
Valentine Party.  A reminder to all to bring a non-
perishable food item for the Food Warehouse. 

JUNIOR HIGH MINISTRY  

We invite all 6th, 7th and 8th graders to join us!  Our 
next Junior High activity will be this Sunday, 
February 3rd.  WeÕll meet at 8:00am to make the 
Super Sub Sandwiches for Super Bowl Sunday.  This 
activity raises funds to help finance our trip to New 
York City to visit the Episcopal Cathedral of St. John 
Divine.  The Super Subs will be available for pick-up 
after the worship service this Sunday. 
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MISSIONS & OUTREACH: Updates and Opportunities 

Monday Meals of Hospitality are a free hot meal at 
lunch time for anyone who is in need. If you would 
like to prepare a meal, help serve, or assist in any 
way, please sign-up in Allerton Hall after church or 
call our coordinator Diane Flood at 508-209-0266.  

The Plymouth Food Warehouse Donations The 
following items are always needed at the warehouse: 
canned tuna, chicken, and ham, macaroni & cheese, pasta 
and sauce, canned vegetables or fruit, beans, baby food & 
formula (with current dates), condiments such as ketchup, 
mustard, mayonnaise, peanut butter, jelly; hearty soups 
and chili, crackers, cereal, juice, coffee & tea.  Thank you 

for remembering the hungry! 

Homelessness happens during any season, any month, any 

day of the year. ThatÕs why weÕve joined with Rae 
Brightman, a local Girl Scout, to collect school supplies 

for homeless children in Plymouth County. Rae 
distributed backpacks to 70 homeless children in 
Plymouth County in the fall.  With Rae, we are still 
collecting new or excellent condition backpacks, as well 
as binders, notebooks, calculators, pencils, pens, crayons, 
markers--any school supplies appropriate for students in 
Kindergarten through High School.  Please pick up a list 
of needed supplies and leave supplies at the green bins in 
the foyer. For more information, contact Janet Synott or 
Carol Johnson.  

Heartfelt thanks to everyone who participated in our 
January Overnights of Hospitality. The Missions 
Committee is ever grateful for our Meg Bross who guides 
our hands and hearts. We also would like to thank Tony 

Nightingales, Jr. and Sr. both of whom kept our 
accommodations organized and sparkling. Thanks to 
Connie Melahoures, program coordinator, whose 
compassion for the men we serve is a model for us. 
Thanks to the Church of the Pilgrimage community for 
cooking and serving such warm excellent meals: Rev. 

Heather Moody, Brian Lawn, the Thayer Family, the 

Mallon Family, and the Richter Family, Meg Bross, 

Kim Latosek, Sarah Barnicle, Cuyler Campbell, Patti 

Vaughn, Janet Synott, Kathy Marks and her Plymouth 

South HS Interact Group, Kathy Murphy, Judy and 

Austin Donn, Susan Miller, Laurie Hall, and the Souza 

Family.  Many thanks to the following very competent 
and compassionate hosts who chaperoned our homeless 
guests: Ken Heckman (2 nights!) and Alice Heckman, 

Doug Hagen, Eileen McElhinney, Jeff Chute, Gordon 

Campbell, Bill Converse, Paul Sinn, Tim Sinn, Karla 

Wood, Peter Causton, Peter Simpson, and Joyce 

Ashley.   

 

If you would like to help, our third and final week of 
Overnights of Hospitality hosted by the Church of the 
Pilgrimage will take place from Sunday March 9

th
 

through the morning of March 16
th

. We have openings 
for cooks, overnighthosts, towel washers, supply shoppers, 
servers, and supervisors. We would like to have our 
schedule set by the end of February! If you can help in any 
way with this lifesaving service to the homeless men of 
Plymouth, please contact Meg Bross (508) 830-9745, 
Sarah Barnicle (508)747-5531, or any member of the 
Missions Committee.  
 
SENIOR HIGH MINISTRY NEWS 

This month, join Adult Leader Al Hoyt as we continue to 
explore our faith through rhythm & percussion.  WeÕll 
meet Feb. 10th, 17th, & 20th from 10:15-11:15a.m.  Come 
to the beginning of the worship service in the sanctuary 
before going to the JRCÕs Youth Room for the dayÕs youth 
ministry experience. 

** Change of schedule**  Our Mission Trip meeting has 
been rescheduled for Sunday, February 10

th
 from 11:30 

am-12:30 pm.  We invite parents and Senior High Youth 
to attend this meeting and learn about our Senior High 
Mission Trip to Tarboro, North Carolina.  On this trip we 
will be working with Habitat for Humanity to build homes 
in a hurricane-ravaged area.  The trip will be June 22nd -
27th, 2008.  The cost of this trip is $450 per person.  We 
will  discuss details of the trip and fundraising plans.  

CONFIRMATION NEWS 

Our next event is this Saturday, Feb. 2nd when we travel to 
Boston for our mini-mission trip.  Confirmands and 
Mentors will meet at The John Robinson Center at 
8:15am.  DonÕt forget to dress warmly and wear 
comfortable shoes for walkingÑ weÕll be spending 2-3 
hours outside!  Confirmands, remember to check your 
closets for clothes and shoes in good condition to bring to 
donate to the ChildrenÕs Clothing Exchange.  Mentors, 
remember to bring new socks and/or underwear in 
childrenÕs sizes as well as adult clothes and shoes that can 
be worn to job interviews.  Belts, scarves, and ties an also 
be of use.  Confirmands and Mentors-be sure to bring your 
waiver forms with you this Saturday.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING 

This year, we are inviting our children to bring a non-
perishable food item each week for their offering.  This 
offering will go to the Plymouth Food Warehouse which 
in turn supports numerous food banks throughout 
Plymouth as well as neighboring communities.  Please see 
the Missions announcement about items needed. 



 
 

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY FUNDRAISER 

As you get ready to watch the Super Bowl, don’t forget to pick up your **SUPER SUB** 
Super Subs will be made game day morning (this Sunday, February 3rd),  

and ready for pickup following the worship service.  
 Did you forget to place an order?   

We’ll have a few extra sandwiches available for sale this Sunday.   
Cost:  $8.00. 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4
TH

 AT 7:00PM 

Location:  Susan Miller’s home, 12 Deer Hill Lane.  Sue has invited us to her home for a Post Christmas, Teddy 
Bear Tea and Hymn sing.  She has kept her decorations in place for our visit and wants a chance to play her new 
piano.  It sounds like a wonderfully warm evening of fun, fellowship, hymns and tea.  Who couldn’t use an 
evening like this to fend off the chill of a February night?  Sue will have directions in church on Sunday or you 
can call her at 508-866-5108.  If you would like a ride from the church call Kathy Marks, 508-747-3738 or 
Jenny Healy, 508-747-7168.  The program begins at 7:00pm and should be over by 9:00pm.  Please join us for a 
warm winter evening of fellowship.  New members are always welcome. 

 

 


