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Dear Friends,

My first daylily bloomed on Sunday, June 22" T love the large patch of lilies we have at the back of our
house. There are several varieties in that perennial garden and I savor each one of them. Each summer the
plants produce hundreds of flowers. Each one is magnificent, tender and beautiful. Yet, the magnificent
blossoms last for only one day, hence the name daylilies. Every delicate flower has its one day in the sun. I'm
sure that is the origin of the phrase, “Enjoy your day in the sun.” It is a part of my summer’s morning routine to
pick off the withered previous day’s blossoms. That process allows me to thank each flower for the beauty each
one has brought into my life. It also enhances the beauty of the next day’s flowers.

I think about those day lily plants as their roots rest beneath frozen and snow covered ground during the
winter. As spring approaches I watch for the first delicate shoots to challenge the restraint of frosty earth to
point themselves toward the sunshine which lures them toward both its light and warmth. I continue to watch
them as spring nears summer as they produce stems upon which buds form seeking to flower for a single day at
the sun’s prompting. Then, at long last, those stems render a fragile, yet magnificent, floweret. I savor every
single blossom until the last one appears and summer bends toward fall.

The day lilies help me to focus upon each day, one at a time, and its blessings, and its beauty. Many of
our days are filled with problems, misunderstandings, loss, failures, yet there are moments of blessing, too.
Those moments are difficult to perceive when troubles persist, but they are there and merit our thanksgiving.
None of us can deny that life beats in upon us, late and soon. We experience woes which threaten to undo us.
Sometimes we wonder how we shall endure and whether or not we can withstand the cascading pressures which
we feel may overwhelm us. We know that life is good; we also know that life is hard.

It is time for us to remember the lilies. Jesus in Matthew 6:28-29 said in the context of life’s worries
and woes: “Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.”

Simple blessings, a friendly smile, a tender touch, a word of encouragement, a sharing with a soul-friend
can lighten our burdens and give us hope that the day shall break, that hope will shoulder our despairs with us,
and that we shall yet have other days in the sun.

I offer these thoughts as I consider the lilies in my back yard. Enjoy the summer. Remember the lilies.
Enjoy each day.

office@8townsquare.org
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CHURCH RECORD

Baptism: On June 22, 2008 Abigail Rose Peterson,
daughter of Brent and Dawn (Turner) Peterson, was baptized
during the morning worship service. On June 22, 2008
Griffin Ellis DePasqua Martin, son of Kelley DePasqua and
Jennifer Martin, was baptized during the morning worship
service.

Weddings: On June 21, 2008 Rev. Marks conducted a
wedding service for James Robert Borghesani and Lauren
Ann McNicholas in the church sanctuary. On June 21, 2008
Rev. Marks conducted a wedding service for Randall Joseph
Medeiros and Minh Duong Nguyen in the Hornblower
Garden at Plimoth Plantation. On June 28, 2008 Rev. Marks
conducted a wedding service for Allison Mae Crothers and
Jeremiah Carl Madden in the sanctuary. On June 29, 2008
Rev. Marks conducted a wedding service for Diane Elizabeth
Furtado and Justin Patrick Brennan in the sanctuary.

In Memoriam: On June 25, 2008 Rev. Marks conducted a
funeral service for Roy Boss. On June 26, 2008 Rev. Marks
conducted a funeral service for Emerson Coleman in the
church sanctuary. On June 28, 2008 Rev. marks conducted a
funeral service for Ruby V. Phillips in the church sanctuary.
FLOWERS: In loving memory of Robert Colburn Sr. and
Derek Colburn. Given by Bob and Marylyn Dunlap
Colburn.

During August, there are 3 Sunday dates available for
Memorial Flowers on our Communion Table. Summer is a
great time to give flowers especially if you have a garden in
bloom. I encourage you to use your own flowers at this time
of year. If you would like to give Memorial Flowers for
August, please all the church office or Kathy Marks at 508-
224-6231.

NOTES---

Gary is trying to discern whether there is enough interest in a
twelve-week course entitled, “Saving Jesus.” The course is
a part of a series called “Living the Questions.” It is a dvd-
based small group exploration of Jesus Christ for the third
millennium. The course features leading religious voices of
our day. The basic format for each weekly session includes
conversation around readings, a 20-minute video segment
and guided conversation.

The course would mean a long commitment and it is
expensive, relatively speaking. There would be a small cost
to participants, though cost would not be a factor in one’s
participation. The major issue is that each participant would
be expected to be present for most classes. A great deal of
preparation is involved for the leader and some lesser amount
for those taking the course.

If you are interested in a quality adult education opportunity,
please call the church office. The course would be offered in
the fall. No data are yet established. Let Gary know of your
interest.

Gary will be on vacation during July. He has no plans for
travel this summer, but he does look forward to some
relaxation and time for some study.

Please note the office hours for the summer will be from
9am until noon.

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR

Our Sunday Coffee Hours have become a very important
social activity for all of us. We need volunteers to serve
coffee and light snacks. Please call the church office or sign
up in Allerton Hall if you can help.

CRAFT AND STORY HOUR VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We invite you to prayerfully consider signing up for Craft
and Story Hour this summer. Sign-up sheets are located in
Allerton Hall on the bulletin board next to the piano.
Although we do not have Sunday School during the summer
months, we continue to provide educational opportunities for
our children through story telling and activities that engage
our children’s creativity and imaginations. This is a
wonderful and vitally important opportunity for you to be a
part of the faith formation of our children, and to have fun at
the same time. The Christian Education Committee is happy
to provide ideas and/or supplies for activities. Contact our
chairperson, Susan Coombs, if you are in need of help.

CRIB ROOM INFORMATION

The Christian Education Committee would like everyone to
know that during the summer, our Crib Room is not staffed
with volunteers. However, we want our parents of infants
and toddlers to know that the Crib Room will be available
should you need the space to take a break from the service.
This fall, we will resume the volunteer rotation to staff the
Crib Room.

DISCERNMENT COMMITTEE

Our committee was formed to gain insight and understanding
around the issue of our church’s openness and acceptance of
gay and lesbian members of the community. To that end, we
are sponsoring two opportunities for us to share with the
congregation what we have learned in this process. The first
event is to be on Friday evening, September 12" at 7:00pm in
Allerton Hall when we will provide a film entitled “For the
Bible Tells Me So” which, we hope, will answer some often
voiced questions and provide preparation for an open
meeting for Coffee and Conversation on Sunday, September
14™ after service. This meeting is designed to provide a
forum in which to engage in open discussion and we
encourage all to attend and help us determine what Open and
Affirming may mean to us as a congregation.

FROM THE ADVISORY BOARD

One Sunday in July the Sunday Morning Worship Service
will be held in the Great Room of the John Robinson Center.
Details will follow in the Sunday bulletin. The Advisory
Board will not hold a July meeting and will hold the August
meeting on Monday, August 25" in the JRC Great Room.
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MISSIONS AND OUTREACH NEWS

“For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; |
was thirsty , and you have Me something to drink...”
(Matthew 25:35)

Please remember to bring a few cans or boxes of food to
church each Sunday. This food benefits the Plymouth
Food Warehouse which distributes donations to 13 food
pantries in the greater Plymouth area. Together we can
end hunger in our neighborhood.

CAMP OPPORTUNITIES

Although the MACUCC does not offer our own “camper’s
program “all the surrounding United Church of
Conferences have camping programs. Connecticut offers
camping at Silver Lake, New Hampshire has camping at
Horton Center and Geneva Point, Maine at Pilgrim Lodge,
Rhode Island at the Irons Homestead, and Vermont in
joint ministry with the Methodists at Covenant Hills
Christian Camp. Star Island and Christian Youth
Conference at Oceanwood also offer summer camping.
Camp generally provides children and youth an
opportunity to live in a covenantal community in dorm-
style spaces/rooms. Campers share meals in a dining hall,
have many different activities offered to them like
swimming, hiking, playing games, enjoying craft projects,
and enhances learning about God's creation and how God
wants us to live together. Camp can provide opportunities
that will inspire youth and children as individuals to find
an intimate connection to the Divine while developing a
closer relationship with Jesus Christ. Contact the church
office if you would like further information or check their
website.

SANCTUARY FLOORS

Thanks to a very generous gift from Marilyn Stewart, the
floor of the Sanctuary as well as the choir and pulpit area,
will be recarpeted and repainted. This work will be
conducted during the later part of July and will be
coordinated with the Summer Concert Series and Sunday
Services being held in the John Robinson Center.
Additionally, the Board of Trustees has directed the carpet
contractor to install carpeting in the Upper Vestibule. The
cost of carpeting the Upper Vestibule is an additional cost
of about $2,000 about the dedicated funds. In order to pay
for this needed replacement work, without using existing
funds, the Board is requesting donations for this work. To
date, donations have funded almost half of the cost.
Donations to fully fund this project will be greatly
appreciated.

HARVEST FAIR NEWS

As you are laying out your garden and combing the
farmer’s market for beautiful locally grown produce, think
of the fair and how you might turns some of the freshness

into an item on one of the tables at the fair. Maybe some
freezer pesto from a great bunch of basil. Maybe a jar or
two of jam from a batch that you make. Maybe a few
quarts of homemade tomato sauce when those glowing red
beauties come rolling in. But don’t be intimidated or
discouraged from being a part of the fair because this kind
of work is not where your gifts lie. There are many
opportunities for non-bakers and the knitting impaired in
the crowd. How about volunteering to help out at a table
the day of the fair (no prep work involved). Or put
hotdogs into buns at the luncheon. Perhaps you’d like to
help Fred Northrop make (or sell) homemade doughnuts
that will be drawing a crowd for miles around. No job is
too small. Many hands are needed to make this church
event happen successfully. Come and share the positive
energy. I think you’ll be glad you did! Please contact
Laura Curtin at Imcurtin@comcast.net or 508-746-7761.
Thank You!

JULY USHERS
The following people have been kind enough to volunteer to
usher during the month of July.

July 6: Peggy Jewett, Trace, Julie and Gabrielle Sears
July 13: Peggy Jewett, Bill Converse, Dave & Linda Kegel
July 20: Tom Mudgett and Chip Stevens

July 27: Verna & Al Hoyt

As you can see there is still a need for more volunteers. If
you can help out on either July 20 or July 27, please contact
Linn Peterson at 508-586-7415. Thanks!

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP RETREAT

Save the Date-Saturday, September 20" at Iris Haven.
This retreat is open to all women seeking a time for Bible
study and reflection and who want to help plan our
upcoming year’s format. This past year we gathered in
member’s homes for study and prayer as well as our usual
service projects. We are intent on being a little more like
Mary and less like Martha, to find that balance as we try
to listen to the “Still Speaking God.” If you would like to
be a part of the Fellowship Retreat, save the date. Sign-
ups will be during August.

SHARE YOU LOVE OF READING WITH PLYMOUTH
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB

Needed: Volunteers to assist children ages 6-13 with
reading/math skills.

Summer Schedule: June 30-August 29

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday

12:30pm-1:30pm

Commitment: 3 hours per week for 2 weeks
Training will be provided.

Please contact Susan O’Neal at Mayflower RSVP at 508-
746-7787.
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GOLF TOURNAMENT SIGNUP

The Annual Church of the Pilgrimage September Golf
Tournament will be held Saturday morning, September 20, 2008 at
Southers Marsh Golf Club in West Plymouth. We welcome
corporate and individual hole sponsors ($100) to make this
fundraiser a success. We are taking reservations immediately for
individuals and foursomes at $100/person, which includes greens

N4 fees, a cart, gift bag and lunch. Not a golfer? Join us at noon for a
delicious meal, and great raffle prizes: $20/adults, $10/kids. And everyone can
participate by purchasing golf balls for the exciting Helicopter Ball Drop: $5 each
or 5 for $20. Call Mike Harrington 508-747-2060 or Judy Mitchell 508-746-3959
for more information.
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WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




