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Dear Friends, 
 I am writing this letter on a beautiful Memorial Day.  It is unofficially the day upon which summer begins.  It 
is true that we do think of this day as a kind of transition from one season to another.  Some activities end, others 
begin. 
 This is also the season when graduations are celebrated, the time when school is on the cusp of ending for 
another year, and it is the season when our church school/youth programs are about to be in recess.  WeÕve received 
our Confirmands into church membership and June 8th we will celebrate the work of our church school.  Our Youth 
and Cherub Choirs will also take a summerÕs rest and our much-appreciated Sanctuary Choir will also take a summer 
break.  For many of our young people the ending of high school means the beginning of college careers.  It is a 
season of endings and beginnings, to be sure. 
 I have long been fascinated by the world Òcommencement.Ó  Places of learning call ceremonies marking the 
end of a period of academic preparation commencement ceremonies.  The word ÒcommencementÓ means Òto start,Ó 
or it means Ògenesis.Ó  Thus, an ending of one thing means the beginning of another.  The end of one phase of life 
means that another with its own challenges and potentialities is about to begin. 
 Those of us in New England are blessed, I think, with the changing seasons which give natural evidence of 
commencement.  Winter ends, spring begins.  School will soon be out, new opportunities are ahead.  The intensity of 
church activity lessens, a new season looms alluringly on the horizon.  Commencement is an absolutely delightful 
word used to describe times of transition. 
 Winter is long in New England, it can be harsh and it is always loath, it seems, to let go of its hold after a 
lengthy seasonal dominance in natureÕs grand cycle.  It does end, however, even though it seems to resent the daring 
blooms of snowdrop and crocus.  Its reluctant end is eventually celebrated on Memorial Day as a commencement 
and the rites of spring begin.  Nature teaches us in seasonal cycles that cold and grayness are necessary in order fully 
to savor warmth and sticky greenness.   
 The lesson toward which I have been awkwardly moving is that we are most balanced when we live life as 
commencement.  The termination of one set of circumstances is the onset of new possibilities.  May it be true that 
we ever abide in a hopeful state of commencements.  That way hope defines us and we are ever on the way toward a 
new day. 

Love, 
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ON OUR CALENDAR 

June 1:  Morning worship 10:00am, Rev. Gary L. Marks, 
preaching.  Holy Communion will be celebrated.  Junior Choir 
and Cherub Choir Rehearsal.  There will be a special “Thank 
You” Coffee Hour featuring exquisite deserts following worship 
sponsored by the Stewardship Committee.  The Committee 
wants to thank everyone who supports the church’s ministry 
financially.  The Church Council will meet in The Rev. John 
Robinson Center at 1130am.  There will be a service celebrating 
the ordination of The Rev. Dr. Peter J. Gomes at The First 
Baptist Church at 4:00pm.  All are welcome to attend. 
June 2: Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am.   The 
Advisory Board will meet in The John Robinson Center 
Conference Room at 7:00pm. 
June 3:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am.  
Rev. Moody will be in the church office at 9:30am.  Mission 
Committee Picnic at the house of Paul and Rosalee Sinn, 
6:30pm.   
June 4:  Shellie Souza, our Office Manager/Secretary, is taking 
a vacation day.  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 
9:30am. Rev. Moody will be in the office at 9:30am.  Choir 
Practice will not be held this evening.   
June 5: Rev. Moody will be at home working on her sermon.  
The Christian Education Committee will meet at 7:00pm in the 
Robinson Center. 
June 6:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am. Rev. 
Moody will be in the office at 9:30am. Wedding rehearsal in the 
sanctuary at 6:30pm. 
June 7:  Wedding in the church sanctuary, 10:30am.  Wedding 
in the church sanctuary, 6:30pm. 
   Coming Events- 

June 8:  Children’s Sunday.  All Church Picnic at Pinewood 
Lodge.  (See notes for information). 
June 12:  The Membership and Evangelism Committee will 
meet at 7:00pm in The Robinson Center. 
June 13: The Guild Lunch/Installation of Officers will be held at 
the Radisson Hotel at Noon. 
June 15:  Father’s Day. 
June 17:  The Board of Trustees will meet in The Robinson  
Center at 7:00pm. 
 

C H U R C H  R E C O R D  

Hospitalized:  Cliff Sampson continues his recuperation at the 
Golden Living Center.  Emerson Coleman, Jordan Hospital. 

Weddings:  On May 23, 2008 Rev. Marks officiated at a 
wedding service for Caitlin Luz and Bryan Hitchcock at The 
Pine Hills Club House.  On May 24, 2008 Rev. Marks officiated 
at a wedding service for Michelle Surrey and Todd Dabkowski 
in the church sanctuary. 

FLOWERS:  In loving memory of Marjorie & Ed Buttner and 
Evelyn Fischer. Given by Cynthia & Jeff Fischer and family. 

USHERS:  Rollin and Carol Johnson, Amy Simpson, and Jill 
Howard. 

 
 

NOTES--- 

It was wonderful to hear Beatrice Biira speak in worship last 
Sunday.  She is an extraordinary young woman.  She graduated 
form Connecticut College last week and will be entering 
graduate school in Arkansas in the fall.  We should all be 
honored that Beatrice counts The Church of the Pilgrimage as 
an important step in her life’s spiritual pilgrimage.  God bless 
you, Beatrice.  We love you! 

The deadline for the July Herald is June 24th.  The deadline for 
the August Herald is July 25th.  Please begin to think about what 
you would like included in the Herald and email the church 
office at OFFICE@8TOWNSQUARE.ORG indicating which issue 
you would like your news to appear, July or August.  Thank you 
in advance. 

We thank Doug Post for providing an attractive temporary 
information board for the wayside pulpit.  The glass and letter 
board were destroyed by vandals about three weeks ago. 

Wednesday Evening Prayer Services have ended until 
September.  The services are appreciated by those who have 
attended them regularly.  The services are simple and made up 
of readings and periods of silent prayer.  Gary hopes that you 
may wish to make the services a part of your spiritual lives 
when they resume. 

THE RHUBARB IS COMING! THE RHUBARB IS COMING! 
Hard to believe that pie-making season is upon us already.  It is 
not too early to start making and freezing unbaked pies to sell at 
the Harvest Fair.  Any fruit filling will do (think seasonally and 
on sale), as will any number of pies.  In Allerton Hall, in the pie 
box, get yourself some aluminum pie plates, large plastic bags, 
and labels.  Using the crust recipe below, make a fruit pie in the 
aluminum pie plates, put it in one of the large plastic bags, label 
the contents and freeze uncooked.  The morning of the fair (or 
earlier with some arrangements) drop off your still frozen, 
clearly labeled pie, and we will sell it, frozen and uncooked!  
Easy as pie!  If your ambition outruns your freezer space, let me 
know and we can make arrangements for storage.  Not a baker?  
Consider donating a pound of butter or a few pounds of fruit to 
someone who you know is.  Thank you for your contributions, 
Jenny Healy 508-747-7168, poetick@verizon.net.  P.S.   The 

rhubarb pies did not sell nearly as fast as the strawberry-rhubarb, 
blueberry pies were sorely missed last year and apple is always a big 
seller. 

PIE CRUST RECIPE FOR FROZEN PIES 

2 sticks unsalted butter, chilled and cut into cubes 
2 cups all purpose flour 
!  teaspoon salt 
1 tablespoon sugar 
"  to #  cup ice water 
Mix dry ingredients well.  Work in butter using two knives or a 
pastry blender. (not your hand as they will warm the butter too 
much).  Once butter has been well incorporated (reduced to pea 
sized pieces) add ice water and toss with fork to moisten dough.  
Turn dough out onto counter and rub dough into the counter 
several times with the heel of your hand.  Form the dough into 
two discs, wrap in waxed paper or plastic and refrigerate for at 
least 2 hours for easiest handling.   
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HARVEST FAIR NEWS 

There will be a Harvest Fair meeting on June 1st after coffee 
hour in the upper vestibule.  All are welcome.  Any questions or 
comments can be sent to lmcurtin@comcast,.net or call 508-
746-7761. 

THE GUILD 

The Guild will hold their Annual Meeting and Luncheon on 
June 13, 2008 at noon at the Radisson Hotel of Plymouth. 

MINISTRY OF MEALS 

Do you know of anyone who may appreciate a meal to help 
them over a difficult period?  We are eager to provide help to 
any of our congregation that are recovering from illness or 
family emergency or are incapacitated.  Please call me and we 
can arrange for a home cooked meal to be delivered.  My 
telephone number is 508-746-4514.  Diana Budge 

PAC/TV 
Our time slots on PAC/TV have changed to Sundays at 8:00am 
and 1:30pm.  Our worship services can also be viewed on our 
church website. 

BYLAW REVIEW 
The Advisory Board is in the process of appointing a Bylaw 
Review Committee.  Church members who are interested in 
serving on this committee should contact the church office. 

RED SOX FANS 

Jon Lester of the Boston Red Sox has autographed and dated a 
no-hitter baseball, which will be raffled off at the American 
Cancer Society’s Greater Plymouth Relay for Life on June 21st 
at Plymouth South High School.  Tickets are $10 each or 3 for 
$25.  All proceeds go to the American Cancer Societies Greater 
Plymouth Relay for Life.  Winner need not be present to win.  
Please contact Barbara Quinn at 508-746-3901 if interested. 

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH NEWS 

“For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was 

thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink…”(Matthew 25:35) 
Please remember to bring a few cans of boxes of food to church 
each Sunday.  This food benefits the Plymouth Food Warehouse 
which distributes donations to 13 food pantries in the greater 
Plymouth area.  Together we can end hunger in our 
neighborhood. 

Heifer Month: A Great Success!  As of today, donations to 
Heifer International from The Church of the Pilgrimage now 
total $3,863.  Thanks to all of you who purchased a quilt or who 
generously gave the donation of an animal.  If you haven’t yet 
had a chance to give, please make out your check to “The 
Church of the Pilgrimage” and write “Heifer International” in 
the memo note.  Please pass your check along to anyone on the 
Missions Committee!  Thank you. 

Our final Missions meeting for the season will be held on 
Tuesday, June 3rd, 6:30pm at Rosalee and Paul Sinn’s home.  
Please notify Rosalee if you plan on bringing a guest. 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP ANNUAL BANQUET 

The Women’s Fellowship’s Annual Banquet is on Monday, 
June 2nd at The Run of the Mill at 6pm.  All women of the 
church are welcome even if you have never attended a previous 
meeting!  Please contact Marna Blomberg to make your 
reservation 781-826-2543.  This is a wonderful opportunity to 
socialize, break bread together, and brainstorm about our 
upcoming 2008-2009 year.  We hope to see you all there! 

TO ALL COMMITTEES AND BOARDS 

This is a reminder that per our by-laws your Board or 
Committee is required to meet by June 18 for the purposes of 
introducing new members and electing officers.  The updated 
list of your members, including names, address, telephone 
number, and email address if available, should be given to 
Shellie Souza in the Church Office immediately thereafter.  
REMINDER: Each committee has a mailbox in the JRC and 
should be checked regularly.  Also, committees are asked to 
provide the church office with a copy of the minutes to their 
monthly meetings.    

JUNIOR HIGH MINISTRY NEWS 

We had a wonderful end-of-year meeting last Sunday, with 
badminton, pizza and great discussion about ideas for next year.  
We remind all 6th, 7th, and 8th graders to come to church this 
Sunday, June 1st so that you can learn your part for the Church 
School Sunday worship service on June 8th.  We’ll meet in the 
JRC for our first Sunday of the month Communion Service and 
then you’ll work with Dave Coutts to prepare for your leading 
role on June 8th.  We hope you’ll join us! 

SENIOR HIGH MINISTRY NEWS--MISSION TRIP PARTICIPANTS 
It is traditional for a congregation to commission those who go 
out into the world to do service for others.  This means that our 
community of faith recognizes the work we will do and pledges 
to support us through prayer and laying on of hands.  We need 
YOU to come to church on Sunday, June 8th so that you can be 
part of the Service of Commissioning that will take place during 
morning worship.   

2
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 GRADE BIBLES!!! 

It is VERY IMPORTANT that parents of 2nd graders who wish 
their son or daughter to receive a Bible call the Church office  
9508-746-3026) ASAP!  We urgently need the spelling of your 
2nd grader’s name as you would have it appear on his/her Bible.  
Also, if you child has already completed 2nd grade but did not 
receive a Bible from our church and would like one, please let 
us know.   

NEXT YEAR’S CONFIRMATION CLASS 

All 8th graders (who will be 9th graders in the fall) who are 
interested in being a part of Confirmation next year (2008-2009 
school year) are asked to call the church office (508-746-3026). 

ATTENTION GRADUATING SENIORS AND PARENTS 

We want to honor our graduating high school seniors during 
worship on June 15th and we would like to publish your name 
and any information you have about your future plans in an 
upcoming issue of the Herald.  Please call the church office to 
let us know if you will be able to be present on June 15th and to 
share what’s next for you. 
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Join us on Sunday, June 8
th

 as we gather at the scenic Pinewood Lodge and Campground for our annual church 

family picnic lunch.  Following our Children’s Sunday service, we invite you to pack your picnic basket and 

spend an afternoon of fun and fellowship at Pinewood, courtesy of the Saunder’s family.  Lake swimming is 

available (for the bold among us).  Rowboat, canoe and kayak rentals are also available.  So come along, enjoy 

a leisurely picnic lunch as we all say “hello” to summer! 

Important Dates to Remember 

 

Sunday, June 8
th

: Children’s Sunday.  Our children will provide some of the  

     leadership for our regular worship service.  We will recognize the  

     adults who serve as Sunday School Teachers.  The Sanctuary Choir     

     will sing.  We also will have a Commissioning Service for our Senior  

     High Mission Trip participants. Church picnic at Pinewood Lodge to    

     follow. 

Sunday, June 15
th

: Graduating Seniors Sunday.  Our regular morning worship service  

      will include a special service of recognition and blessing for our  

      graduating high school seniors. 

 


