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Dear Friends,

How much should a minister reveal his/her personal feelings in church or in private? I read an article in
a journal which dealt with that very question. Basically it concluded that it is a delicate balance between being
the professional and showing too much about one’s own feelings which may detract from the preaching of the
gospel. It is a good thing to show that the minister is human. It is not a good thing to dwell upon one’s own life
to draw attention unduly to oneself in order to elicit sympathy. I know that the gospel is not about me and if
should ever think it is, I betray my vocation.

I begin this way because on the day before my most recent sermon I mentioned in church that my
beloved Golden Retriever, Colby, had died the day before. I dared to mention him in church not because I
wanted sympathy, but because | had a need to express the grief | was feeling because a significant creature in
our family life was missing and his absence pained me and that pain went into the pulpit with me on Sunday
last.

office@8townsquare.org

The fact is, of course, Colby was only a dog. Many of you shared with me the hurt you had felt over the
loss of a faithful and loyal companion. I shared my loss as you shared yours with me. It was a lovely and
loving experience.

Sunday afternoon I reflected upon the meaning of being a pastor in a church which has absorbed me for
very many seasons. Never do you, any of you, experience a loss that I do not share, even when that loss is only
a faithful pet. The church is the one place in our society where we seek to praise the God of creation and
celebrate the gifts of life itself, especially all those who have meant so much to us along the pilgrimage of our
lives. We are family. We have hurt together, laughed together, raised budgets together, been disappointed
together. The lovely part of it all, by God’s grace, is that we are together! As the old hymn has it: “We share
each others woes, each others’ burdens bear, and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear.” We’ve
done much of that together, we’ve lived the journey together, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in
sickness and in health.

Let us rejoice in one another’s gifts. Let us pray for one another. Let us not dwell overly long upon
weaknesses and character flaws, but upon the gifts we are capable of rendering to each other.

Colby was only a dog, but he was far more than a dog. He taught me to love you, all of you, as he loved
me, no matter what. Hug someone you love and who loves you. Don’t miss out on love.

Love Ef
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ON OUR CALENDAR

June 22: Morning worship 10:00am, Rev. Gary L.
Marks preaching. Music Appreciation Sunday.
June 24: Rev. Marks will be in the church office at
9:30am. The Advisory Board will meet in The Rev.
John Robinson Center Conference Room at 7:00pm.
June 25: Rev. Marks will be in the church office at
9:30am.

June 27: Rev. Marks will be in the Church Office at
9:30am. Wedding rehearsal in the sanctuary,
5:30pm. Wedding rehearsal in the sanctuary,
6:30pm.

June 28: Wedding in the sanctuary, 5:00pm.

CHURCH RECORD

Hospitalized: Betsy Randall, Sheryl Pratt-Jordan
Hospital. Now at Golden Living Center, Mahlon
Walker, Emerson Coleman.

Baptism: On June 15, 2008 Cuyler Duncan
Campbell, son of Geoffrey and Elizabeth Hughes
Campbell, was baptized during the worship service.

Our sympathies and prayers are with the family of
Kathleen Walters who recently died. A service will
be held for her at a later date.

FLOWERS: The flowers on the communion table are
in loving memory of George Randall. Given by the
family. The side flowers are in celebration of Abigail
Rose Peterson’s baptism and in memory of her great
grandparents Margaret and Jack Turner, Edward
Ginn, and Ruth and Pete Peterson.

NOTES---

On June 11, 2008 Rev. Marks attended a ceremony at
Pilgrim Hall which sets in motion what promises to
be a grand celebration of the 400™ anniversary of the
landing of the Mayflower at Plymouth in 1620. The
ceremony was centered around the signing of an
Executive Order by the Honorable Governor Patrick,
Senate President Theresa Murray, Consul General
Phil Budden, Representative Vinny DeMacedo,
Representative Tom Calter, Town Manager Mark
Sylvia. It was an impressive ceremony led by the
Reverend Peter Gomes. It is Gary’s hope that The
Church of the Pilgrimage will play a significant role
in the monumental celebration of freedom-ship
Mayflower whose humble religious passengers set
the tone for our entire nation’s founding. We need to

be in the forefront of the celebration which will
reflect the power of a simple church covenant to
inspire humanity’s highest ideals.

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR

Our Sunday Coffee Hours have become a very
important social activity for all of us. We need
volunteers to serve coffee and light snacks. Please
call the church office or sign up in Allerton Hall if
you can help.

PAC/TV

Our time slots on PAC/TV have changed to Sundays
at 8:00am and 1:30pm. Our worship services can
also be viewed on our church website.

NEXT YEAR’S CONFIRMATION CLASS

Calling all 8" graders (who will be 9™ graders in the
fall) and their parents--- are you interested in being a
part of Confirmation next year (2008-2009 school
year)? If so, we would love to hear from you! Please
call the church office (508-746-3026) with your name
and contact information.

REQUEST FOR PRAYERS FOR OUR MISSION TRIP
PARTICIPANTS

Our Senior High Mission Trip to North Carolina
departs this Sunday, June 22™ and will return in the
evening on Friday, June 27". Adult Leaders Joyce
Ashley, Gil Silva, and Rev. Heather will accompany
seven of our senior highs: Carissa Brown, Holly
McNeely, Samantha Runnels, Ashley Saunders,
Jessica Saunders, Mary Saunders, and Patrick
Simpson. We’ll join youth and adults from the UCC
church in Stoughton and the UCC church in Upton
for this trip. We invite you to pray for us by name
each day that we are away. We welcome your
prayers for our safety, prayers for the growth and
deepening of our relationship with God and each
other, prayers for us to be able to recognize the face
of Christ in the people we meet, and whatever other
prayers arise in your heart. Thank you for supporting
us through the ministry of prayer.

CRAFT AND STORY HOUR VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We invite you to prayerfully consider signing up for
Craft and Story Hour this summer. Sign-up sheets are
located in Allerton Hall on the bulletin board next to
the piano. Although we do not have Sunday School
during the summer months, we continue to provide
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educational opportunities for our children through
story telling and activities that engage our children’s
creativity and imaginations. This is a wonderful and
vitally important opportunity for you to be a part of
the faith formation of our children, and to have fun at
the same time. The Christian Education Committee
is happy to provide ideas and/or supplies for
activities. Contact our chairperson, Susan Coombs, if
you are in need of help.

CRIB ROOM INFORMATION

The Christian Education Committee would like
everyone to know that during the summer, our Crib
Room is not staffed with volunteers. However, we
want our parents of infants and toddlers to know that
the Crib Room will be available should you need the
space to take a break from the service. This fall, we
will resume the volunteer rotation to staff the Crib
Room.

Congratulations, Graduates!

Last Sunday, during our regular morning worship
service, we honored our high school graduates with a
special service of recognition and blessing. For those
of you who were unable to attend, here is some of the
information about each graduate that we shared:
Megan Balboni was part of the Confirmation Class
of 2005, becoming a full member of our church
alongside Ashley Latosek, Thomas Lindquist,
Augusta Moore, Brian Saunders, and Bethany Sinn.
Megan is a graduate of Sacred Heart High School. In
the fall, Megan will be attending St. Michael’s
College in Colchester, VT to study music and
business.

Ashley Latosek is a graduate of Plymouth North
High School. This fall, Ashley will be attending
Bryant University in Smithfield, RI to study business
management.

Thomas (TJ) Lindquist is a graduate of Plymouth
North High School. He will be attending Massasoit
Community College in the fall. He plans to major in
business with the intent of pursuing a career in
marketing and sales.

Shawn McNicholas is a graduate of Plymouth North
High School. Shawn will be attending Fairfield
University in Fairfield, CT with the intent of studying
math and science. Shawn is also interested in a
career in sports broadcasting...so stay tuned!

Augusta Moore is a graduate of Sacred Heart High
School. Many of you know Augusta through her
service as a member of our congregation’s
Membership and Evangelism Committee. Augusta
also worked with her father this winter to offer free
flu shots to those who attend our Monday Meals of
Hospitality. She will be attending Mount Holyoke
College in South Hadley, MA for pre-med studies
because she is interested in pursuing a career as a
doctor.

Brian Saunders graduated from Plymouth North
High School. In the fall, he will be attending the
University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth to study
business management.

Bethany Sinn graduated from Plymouth North High
School. She will be attending Elizabethtown College
in Elizabethtown, PA where she plans to study
psychology and child development.

We gave each graduate a few small gifts. First, a
framed image of people gathering around a table to
break bread together. Included in the image were
symbols of the Trinity. Second, an olivewood cross
with a wooden cut-out of a dove (symbolizing the
Holy Spirit) from SERRV International made by
artisans in Israel’s West Bank. Third, a glass votive
candle holder to remind them that the light of Christ
burns within each of them, offering guidance and
illumination, especially when their path seems dim.
The rippled surface of the glass also serves as a
reminder of the water of their baptism through which
God claims each of them as beloved child. Fourth, a
small loaf of bread made by Deaconess Jenny Healy
according to the same recipe that she uses to make
our communion bread. The bread symbolizes
communion and the nourishment we receive in
Christian community.

Then we invited the graduates to stand in the center
of the center aisle so that members of the
congregation could lay hands on them as we said a
prayer of blessing. It was very moving to witness the
congregation get up and move toward the center of
the church to create a “living chain” with each person
placing a hand on the person next to him or her. We
hope our graduates will know that they are
surrounded with our prayers of love and support. No
matter what the future holds for each of you, we want
you to know that you can always call The Church of
the Pilgrimage your spiritual home.
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SOME WORDS OF THANKS

Our Church School Sunday worship service was a
moving expression of the many talents of our
children and youth. We thank Kelley DePasqua for
recruiting so many gifted young musicians for our
prelude. The Junior Choir and Adult Choir’s
anthems were beautiful and fitting contributions to
the service. Lois Post as usual did a lovely job
directing the Cherub Choir who sang so carefully and
enthusiastically about letting their light shine. Each
Sunday School class provided leadership to the
different parts of the service—thank you teachers for
your help with making that happen! We thank Phil
Ragonetti for making the stunning grapevine crosses
for our teachers and youth leaders and we thank
Jenny Henrique for making the beautiful basket for
presenting them. We thank the congregation for your
participation in the Commissioning Service for our
Mission Trip participants. And last, but by no means
least, we thank the Saunders Families for donating
space in their lovely Pinewoods Campground so that
we could have a fabulous Church Picnic by the pond!

DISCERNMENT COMMITTEE

Our committee was formed to gain insight and
understanding around the issue of our church’s
openness and acceptance of gay and lesbian members
of the community. To that end, we are sponsoring
two opportunities for us to share with the
congregation what we have learned in this process.
The first event is to be on Friday evening, September
12™ at 7:00pm in Allerton Hall when we will provide
a film entitled “For the bible Tells Me so”” which, we
hope, will answer some often voiced questions and
provide preparation for an open meeting for Coffee
and Conversation on Sunday, September 14" after
service. This meeting is designed to provide a forum
in which to engage in open discussion and we
encourage all to attend and help us determine what
Open and Affirming may mean to us as a
congregation.

What is Open and Affirming and why should we
address the needs of this particular group? O and A
is shorthand for Open and Affriming and means a
church has publicly declared that lesbian, gay and
transgendered persons are welcome into the full life
and ministry of the church, such as membership,
leadership, employment, etc. and it conveys a spirit
of hospitality and welcome as well as a willingness to

live out that welcome meaningfully. It affirms the
full humanness of everyone, regardless of sexual
orientation and that that orientation is no barrier to
God’s love or full participation in Christ’s church.
This is an issue which touches many lives, whether
directly or indirectly within our congregation. Even
though we have a general welcome within our
bylaws, an O and A statement would offer clear
welcome so that people would not have to wonder
about the boundaries of inclusion.

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH NEWS
“For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to

eat; I was thirsty , and you have Me something to
drink...” (Matthew 25:35)

Please remember to bring a few cans or boxes of food
to church each Sunday. This food benefits the
Plymouth Food Warehouse which distributes
donations to 13 food pantries in the greater Plymouth
area. Together we can end hunger in our
neighborhood.

CAMP OPPORTUNITIES

Although the MACUCC does not offer our own
“camper’s program “all the surrounding United
Church of Conferences have camping programs.
Connecticut offers camping at Silver Lake, New
Hampshire has camping at Horton Center and
Geneva Point, Maine at Pilgrim Lodge, Rhode Island
at the Irons Homestead, and Vermont in joint
ministry with the Methodists at Covenant Hills
Christian Camp. Star Island and Christian Youth
Conference at Oceanwood also offer summer
camping. Camp generally provides children and
youth an opportunity to live in a covenantal
community in dorm-style spaces/rooms. Campers
share meals in a dining hall, have many different
activities offered to them like swimming, hiking,
playing games, enjoying craft projects, and enhances
learning about God's creation and how God wants us
to live together. Camp can provide opportunities that
will inspire youth and children as individuals to find
an intimate connection to the Divine while
developing a closer relationship with Jesus Christ.
Contact the church office if you would like further
information or check their website.
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GOLF TOURNAMENT SIGNUP

The Annual Church of the Pilgrimage September Golf
Tournament will be held Saturday morning, September 20, 2008 at
Southers Marsh Golf Club in West Plymouth. We welcome
corporate and individual hole sponsors ($100) to make this
fundraiser a success. We are taking reservations immediately for
individuals and foursomes at $100/person, which includes greens

N4 fees, a cart, gift bag and lunch. Not a golfer? Join us at noon for a
delicious meal, and great raffle prizes: $20/adults, $10/kids. And everyone can
participate by purchasing golf balls for the exciting Helicopter Ball Drop: $5 each
or 5 for $20. Call Mike Harrington 508-747-2060 or Judy Mitchell 508-746-3959
for more information.
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WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




