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Dear Friends,

During this Lenten season I’ve been concentrating on spiritual practices both ancient and modern. There
is a hunger among people for spiritual experiences which give integrity to their lives in a complex and
confusing world. The early Celtic saints, about whom I’ve said so much in recent years, were the activities of
their time. They felt the need, however, to develop their own spiritual lives in order to give purpose to their
active lives. They found, in other words, strength for the outward journey in the inner life through spiritual
discipline and communion with God.

Those ancient Celts were greatly reliant upon the so-called Desert Father’s and Mother’s of fourth
century Egypt. Those monks of the desert withdrew into the wilds because they saw the Christian faith being
compromised when it became a religion of the state. They sought a deepening of their personal faith at a time
when the faith was becoming acceptable, or what we would today refer to as the faith’s secularization.

The ideals of spiritual development were, therefore, lofty and they sought to live those ideals in purity
and without compromise. But, even within that rarified vision, the ways of the world crept in. One of the
monks said the following:

“One of the elders used to say: In the beginning when we got together we used to talk about
something that was good for our souls, and went up, and ascended even to heaven. But now we
get together and spend our time in criticizing everything, and drag one another down into the
abyss.” (The Desert Fathers, p. 47)

There is a spiritual lesson to be learned and heeded in that observation. In the church we are often the
enemies of spirituality when we are seemingly unendingly critical of each other. When we are always critical
there is little room for us to “talk about something that is good for our souls...” People who are in quest of
spiritual enrichment, indeed, of salvation, are repelled when they discern that a church is not interested in the
mutual upbuilding of one another.

From the above it is clear that some things never change. None of us are above criticism, to be sure.
But, that doesn’t mean that any of us are below spiritual worth and value, either. In order to be an appealing
and inviting church we must not let degrading criticism hold sway over our spiritual vision.

Let us be prayerful during Lent. It will not only be an aid to our own spirituality but also act as an open
invitation to the seekers who hope to find God in the place where we worship.

Love,

office@8townsquare.org
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ON OUR CALENDAR

Mar 2: Morning Worship at 10am, Rev. Gary L. Marks
preaching. Communion will be a part of the service. The
annual One Great Hour of Sharing Offering will be
received. Cherub Choir rehearsal. Junior Choir rehearsal.
Mar 3: Monday Meals of Hospitality, 1 1am, Allerton
Hall.

Mar 4: Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am.
The Missions & Outreach Committee will meet in the
Conference Room in The Robinson Center at 7:00pm.
Mar 5: Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am.
Rev. Moody will be in the church office, 9:30am. Lenten
Soup/Salad and Prayer Service at 6pm; Service 7-7:30pm.
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm.

Mar 6: Rev. Moody will be in the church office, 1:00pm.
The Christian Education Committee will meet at 7:00pm
in The John Robinson Center, Conference Room.

Mar 7: Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am.
Rev. Moody will be in the church office, 9:30am. Bala
Brass Quintet will perform a benefit concert in the
sanctuary at 7:00pm. Admission is free but donations are
gratefully accepted to benefit the Plymouth Task Force for
the Homeless.

Coming Events-

Mar 8-Time and Talent Auction/Dinner in Allerton Hall,
6pm.

Mar 9 (Daylight Savings time begins)-The Chest of Joash
Service will be a part of morning worship. The Church
Council will be held in The Robinson Center following
morning worship. The Church of the Pilgrimage will host
Overnights of Hospitality.

Mar 13-The Membership and Evangelism Committee will
meet in The Robinson Center at 7:00pm.

Mar 16 Palm Sunday-Palm Sunday Communion Breakfast
in Allerton Hall, 8am. The Chest of Joash will be a part of
Morning Worship.

Mar 18-The Advisory Board and the Board of Trustees
will meet in The Robinson Center.

Mar 20-Maundy Thursday Service in the sanctuary,
7:00pm.

Mar 21-Good Friday Service in the sanctuary, 7:00pm
Mar 23 Easter Sunday- Sunrise Service on Cole’s Hill,
6:00am. Two services at The Church of the Pilgrimage,
9:00am and 11:00am.

CHURCH RECORD

Hospitalized: Cliff Sampson, Jordan Hospital.
Recuperating at home, Paul Sinn.

Baptism: On February 24, 2008 Rev. Marks performed a
service of baptism in the sanctuary for Erica Louise
Thevenin, daughter of Heather (Hall) and James
Thevenin.

FLOWERS - In loving memory of Steven Emerson Rogers.
Given by his parents and sisters.

USHERS FOR FEBRUARY — Special thanks to all the

February Ushers from Deacon Mahlon Walker: Boy Scouts of
Troop 47; Neil and Dottie Bottomley; Diane and Bill Harting;

Barbara and Ray Quinn; Don Moore, Augusta, Matt, and

Naomi; Jen and Tom Healy; Robin and Jacqueline Trask; and

the members of the Advisory Board for their help.
NOTES-

We thank Rev. Karen McArthur for her fine sermon and
enlightening informational budget meeting on February
24™ " Gary heard several people remark that the
informational meeting was the clearest and most
encouraging they’d ever attended on church finances.
Thank you, Karen!

During the season of Lent on Wednesday evening we will
be holding a service of Soup/Salad Suppers and Prayer
Services in the sanctuary. The suppers will be held in
Allerton Hall at 6:00pm. The prayer services will be held
in the sanctuary from 7:00-7:30pm. The services may be
varied in content, but will include a version of the ancient
prayer process, Lectio Divina (Spiritual reading of
Scripture). We hope that you’ll be a part of these events
as we all prepare for Holy Week and Easter.

Hot Cross Buns! HoT CROSS BUNS!

Come and get them at the Palm Sunday Breakfast and
Service on Sunday, March 16 at 8:00am. A short
communion service will be followed by breakfast which
includes homemade Hot Cross buns, scrambled eggs, ham
and fresh fruit. Look for sign ups in Allerton Hall
beginning March 3. Cost is $5 per person or $15 per
family.

MEMORIAL LILIES

The joyous Easter season is fast approaching. As is our
tradition, the beauty of our church will be enhanced on
Easter morning with a multitude of lilies. Through your
loving donation of $15, your name and those honored or
memorialized will be listed in the Easter Sunday bulletin
as well as in the Herald. Sign up in the lower vestibule
following this Sunday’s service and the next two Sundays,
or call the church office. Volunteers will be welcomed to
take flowers to shut-ins following the service.

2008 PANCAKES AT OVERLOOK FARM

March 1, 8, 15, 29 — 9:00am — 1:00pm (reservations required)
Observe the maple sugaring operation, tour the farm and
enjoy a healthy pancake breakfast with maple syrup and
pork sausage. Admission: Adults $5, Children (3-10) $3,
Children 2 and under are free.
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

Take a deep breath, relax and now consider joining us
for Yoga with Kim Saunders at the Pilgrimage
Women’s Fellowship meeting on March 3™ at 7pm.
Kim is a wonderful, gentle, encouraging teacher who
has graciously agreed to guide us through a practice of
seated yoga (yes, in a chair, not on the floor). The
meeting will be held at Jenny Healy’s house at 10
Fremont Street in downtown Plymouth (one street south
of Lincoln Street where the town hall is). Don’t be shy
about coming if you have never come before; we’d love
to have you. For questions or more information, call
Jenny (5-9-747-7168) or email (poetick@verizon.net).
Directions to Jenny’s: From the lights by the church,
go south on 3A past the training green (on your right).
The second left after the green is Fremont Street (it’s
not more than half a mile from the church). T am #10,
shingled house with white trim, farmer’s porch. If you
pass the fire station, turn around-you just missed me.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH: Updates and Opportunities

Monday Meals of Hospitality are a free hot meal at
lunch time for anyone who is in need. If you would like
to prepare a meal, help serve, or assist in any way,
please sign-up in Allerton Hall after church or call our
coordinator Diane Flood at 508-209-0266.

The Plymouth Food Warehouse Donations The
following items are always needed at the warehouse:
canned tuna, chicken, and ham, macaroni & cheese,
pasta and sauce, canned vegetables or fruit, beans, baby
food & formula (with current dates), condiments such
as ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise, peanut butter, jelly;
hearty soups and chili, crackers, cereal, juice, coffee &
tea. Thank you for remembering the hungry!

Homelessness happens during any season, any month,
any day of the year. That’s why we’ve joined with Rae
Brightman, a local Girl Scout, to collect school
supplies for homeless children in Plymouth County.
Rae distributed backpacks to 70 homeless children in
Plymouth County in the Fall. With Rae, we are still
collecting new or excellent condition backpacks, as
well as binders, notebooks, calculators, pencils, pens,
crayons, markers--any school supplies appropriate for
students in Kindergarten through High School. Please
pick up a list of needed supplies and leave supplies at
the green bins in the foyer. For more information,
contact Janet Synott or Carol Johnson.

Overnight hosts needed! If you would like to help,
our third and final week of this season’s Overnights of
Hospitality hosted by The Church of the Pilgrimage
will take place form Sunday, March 9™ through the
morning of Sunday, March 16™. We have openings
for six overnight hosts and we would love to have our
schedule set by the end of February! If you can help
with this lifesaving service to the homeless men of
Plymouth, please contact Sarah Barnicle (508)747-
5531, or any members of the Mission Committee.

JUNIOR HIGH MINISTRY NEWS

Our next Junior High Youth activity will be this Saturday-
Sunday, March 1%-2™, as we travel to the Episcopal
Cathedral of St. John the Divine for Nightwatch. For this
trip, we will join other Junior High youth from other
churches in the Massachusetts Conference of the UCC.
Parents-don’t forget to bring the church permission slip,
waiver form, and health form this Saturday. We’ll meet
Saturday at the John Robinson Center at 9:00am to leave
for Framingham by 9:15am. We’ll return to Framingham
by 7:30pm on Sunday, and be back to Plymouth between
9:00-9:15am.

SENIOR HIGH MINISTRY NEWS

In March, we’ll be meeting on Sunday, March 9" and
Sunday, March 30" from 10:15-11:15am. Come to the
beginning of the worship service in the sanctuary before
going to the JRC’s Youth Room for the day’s youth
ministry experience.

Senior High Mission Trip to North Carolina: On
Sunday, March 9™, we’ll be having a “signing party”
for the stock certificates that we will be selling as a
fundraiser for our Mission trip. We need all Mission
Trop participants to come and record your signatures so
that these stock certificates are truly authentic.

CONFIRMATION NEWS

Our next Confirmation meeting will be Sunday, March
2" from 11:30 to 1:15pm. This is an extra meeting to
work on the “Where is the Love” rap that we hope to
present to the congregation on Confirmation Sunday.
Jeftf Donn will help Confirmands to write lyrics and
rehearse. This is a very important meeting, so please
plan on coming. We will have our regularly scheduled
Confirmation meeting the following week — Sunday,
March 9™---from 11:45-1:15pm.
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2008 STEWARDSHIP NEWS

He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many
rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are
worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them. “Truly I tell you, this poor widow
has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have
contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all
she had to live on.”

Mark 12:41-44

Did you know that the IRS tracks charitable deductions by State? Mississippi tops the list of most
individuals giving the largest amount of their income to charities. Mississippi ranks 50" lowest per capita
income. Resident of Massachusetts enjoy the 3™ highest income in the country, yet our charitable giving
ranks 39",

We are sure that we have church members in all economic categories. Those with limited resources are
giving all they can, while most of us are giving from our abundance. There are also those who do not
pledge.

This Sunday, March 3" during morning worship we will hear a testimonial from Barbara Northrop and
Bob Taylor will give a report of the activities of the Music Committee. On March 9" and 16™ our church
service will include the Chest of Joash. Those who can are encouraged to bring their pledge cards to
church on one of those two Sundays and place them in the Chest. Those who cannot attend should place
their pledge cards in the mail at this time. If you’re giving form abundance, please pledge abundantly.
Keep the Light of God’s Word burning at The Church of the Pilgrimage.
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UPDATE FROM THE VISIONING COMMITTEE

The Visioning Committee's retreat on February 10th was extremely useful, and we are grateful to the Rev. Rosemary
McKay for her excellent facilitation. At the retreat, the Visioning Committee members talked about our plans for the
future, and ways to keep the congregation involved in the work that we are doing. One of the most important things
that you can do is talk about the Listening Sessions with members that were not able to attend, and encourage them to get
in touch with members of the committee so that we can hear about their hopes and dreams for our church. You can also
continue to let us know about your vision for our church's future in one of the following ways:

God is still speaking...and I want the Visioning Committee to listen!

The Listening Sessions allowed for many great ideas to surface, and we've been excited to work with them. We know that
everyone was not able to participate in the January Listening Sessions, or that you may have new and interesting ideas if
you did attend a Listening Session. So, we want to make sure that the Visioning Committee can hear your ideas. "No
matter who you are, and where you are on life's journey," we want to hear from you. There are several ways to talk about
your ideas:

= Leave a note in our Suggestion Box. A Suggestion Box is available in the Upper Vestibule for you to
submit your ideas, hopes, and visions for our church's future. This is quick, easy, and anonymous.

= Contact a Member of the Visioning Committee. We're all listed in the Church Directory, and available to
listen to your insights, ideas, reflections on your ministry in the church community, etc. Please come find
one of us! We are Christina Borel, Marna Blomberg, Mark Coombs, Jessica Hague, Jeanne Lane, Connie
Lawn, Nate Moore, Tom Mudget, and Trace Sears.

= Participate in a "Virtual Listening Session' on the Web. The members of the Visioning Committee have
put together a "Virtual Listening Session" on the web that can be accessed 24 hours a day, and seven days a
week. While it is less interactive than our "live" sessions, it does follow a similar format as the in-person
sessions, allowing for individual reflection and insight. Please feel free to use this tool in your discernment
of our church's future. Responses to the on-line sessions will be anonymous, and are routed directly to the
members of the Visioning Committee. The church's website contains a link to the Listening Session, as well
as to an on-line copy of the Listening Session Evaluation. For those of you interested in just cutting and
pasting the link into your browser, it is
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=DafkkI2mQF4EVUTriw6_2bLw_3d_3d.

Next steps...

The Visioning Committee's two subcommittees (Outreach and Sorting) are meeting and working in the month of
February to compile what we've heard so far, and to ensure that everyone has an opportunity to be heard in
this process. In the next several weeks, we hope to have a copy of our Listening Session results available for
members of the congregation to review. We'll keep you informed through announcements and the Herald.
Please continue to hold this committee and its work in prayer, and may God be with you on your Lenten journey.

BALA BRASS CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES GIVES BENEFIT CONCERT

The award-winning chamber ensemble BALA BRASS will present a Benefit Concert with proceeds going to the Plymouth
Task Force for the Homeless on March 7, 2008 at The Church of the Pilgrimage. The program will feature compositions by
Dana Wilson, Morley Calvert, and Gustav Holst. Admission to the concert is free to the public with donations gratefully
accepted.

BALA has been exciting audiences around the world with its infectious spirit and energetic performances. They have
recently been featured Artists at the International Trumpet Guild Conference, The New York Brass conference, and The
Northeast Tuba Euphonium Conference. Bala has also been involved in numerous world premiers collaborating with award
winning composers.
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TIME AND TALENT AUCTION DINNER
Saturday, March 8, 2008 at 6:00pm

Last chance to sign up for Tom HealyOs famous (and delicious) pork roast and applesaug
dinner, only $8/adult, $4/child, max. $20/family. The church budget desperately needs ﬂ]w

participdion to make this fundraiser a success. And Trace Sears enjoys a full house wh
auctioning off the items.

Also, please return your donation forms of time and/or talent to Allerton Hall after church|
the church office. In the past, weOve ladhtions of dinners (duck, on the beach, Mexican

Italian, Greek, you name it), cookies, bread, babysitting, cleaning inside and outside, weg
getaways, boat trips, dump runs, weeding, Red Sox tickets, lessons (computer, dance, l][m

singing), paintgs, baby clothes, estate planning, golf, eggs, baklava, tortellini, wedding
poetry. Contact Judy Mitchell at 5086-3959 orje_Mitchell@comcast.navith questions,
donations or dinner sign ups.
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WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




