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Dear Friends,

Last Sunday was a very eventful day at The Church of the Pilgrimage. I, along with most ministers in the
United Church of Christ, answered the call suggesting that our worship focus might be on the ever-sensitive subject
of race. As with any other call from denominational leadership, our U.C.C. churches and pastors are free to accept
such a call or not. We are a denomination held together by covenants, as are local churches, and I opted to honor our
covenantal organization and set into motion here what the U.C.C. is calling “Sacred Conversations.” As I stated last
week, I’m not sure just when and how our conversations will take place. I’'m working on it. Generally speaking, |
think our congregation is in a good spiritual place for such discussions as we continue our journey toward the
gospel’s inclusive call.

During the worship service the covenantal nature of our U.C.C. Order was expressed during the baptism of
two beautiful children. Parents and church agree to provide a spiritual presence for those children as they grow and
develop. The most basic understanding of baptism in our tradition is that it is a “sign and seal of the covenant of
grace.” Covenants are agreements reached by all parties to abide by covenantal conditions. The agreements are
based upon God’s promise to be with us as we honor God’s commandments. The commandments summed up by
Jesus are that we are to love God, the neighbor and ourselves. That covenant is sacred and is the primal foundation
of our congregation and the whole United Church of Christ.

Our own Covenant was placed at the beginning of our Church’s annual report. That’s as it should be.
Everything that follows in the report is, or ought to be, our human attempts to discern the “mind of Christ” in living
our lives within the congregation. Reports, budgets, discussions and proposals, rightly understood, are aspects of
covenant keeping as a congregation, the U.C.C., and in trusting the God of promise.

The annual meeting itself was a good example of living as a particular body of Christ within a larger
covenantal church. Collectively we sought to discern the mind of Christ in terms of ministry, service, and within the
means God has given us. The special reports of the Visioning Committee and Columbarium Committee were
received and acted upon favorably. If we trust our covenantal foundations, as I do, it is now our obligation to put
into practice what we have discerned covenantally.

It was a great day of covenant on May 18, 2008! May we ever seek “to walk in God’s ways made known, or
to be made known to us, according to our best efforts.”

Love,

oy
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ON OUR CALENDAR

May 25: Morning worship 10:00am, Rev. Gary L. Marks,
preaching. Junior Choir and Cherub Choir Rehearsal.
May 26-Memorial Day: The church office will be closed.
May 27: Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am.
The Advisory Board will meet in The John Robinson Center
Conference Room at 7:00pm.
May 28: Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am.
Evening Prayer in the sanctuary at 7:00pm. Choir rehearsal in
the sanctuary at 7:30pm.
May 30: Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am.
May 31: Eagle Scout Ceremony in the church building,
2:00pm.

Coming Events-
June 1: Stewardship Lunch in Allerton Hall following Morning
Worship. The Church Council will meet in The Robinson
Center at 11:30am. The Rev. Peter J. Gomes Ordination
Anniversary Celebration at The First Baptist Church, 4:00pm.
June 3: Missions Picnic at the Sinn’s, 6:30pm.
June 5: The Christian Education Committee will meet in the
JRC at 7pm.
June 6: Wedding rehearsal in the sanctuary, 6:30pm.
June 7: Wedding in the sanctuary, 10:30am. Wedding in the
sanctuary, 6:30pm.
June 8: Children’s Sunday. All Church Picnic at Pinewood
Lodge.

CHURCH RECORD

Hospitalized: Barbara Axford is recuperating at home after
hospitalization. Kakie Walters is now at Plymouth Crossing.

Baptism: On May 18, 2008 Michael Joseph Berlo, son of Gina
Marie (DiStefano) and David Michael Berlo and William
Michael Mullin V, son of Jessica Elizabeth (Silva) and William
Michael Mullin IV, were baptized during the morning worship
service.

Weddings: On May 17, 2008 Rev. Marks conducted a wedding
ceremony for Desirae Lee Colantonio and James Ernest Sterite
in the church sanctuary. On May 17, 2008 Rev. Marks
conducted a wedding ceremony for Christine Marie Gareau and
Daniel Paul Baptiste in the church sanctuary.

FLOWERS: The flowers on the communion table are given in
loving memory of my husband, Douglas Grey. Given by
Shirley Grey and family. The flowers on the right side are given
in loving memory of Mrs. Elsie Raymond. Given by Charlotte
Cavicchi and Robert Raymond.

If you wish to honor or memorialize someone with pulpit flowers
in the sanctuary, please call Judy Mitchell at 508-746-3959.
Currently, we have openings throughout the year. Your loved
ones will be honored, and our sanctuary will be made more
beautiful by your donation.

NOTES---

Gary thanks Music Director, Kelley DePasqua for her sensitive
selection of anthems on May 18", anthems which augmented
the Sacred Conversations theme of the day. The choir
performed the pieces inspiringly. Thank you.

The Church of the Pilgrimage recently received a bequest from
the estate of Jessie Miskelly to be added to our endowment
fund. The interest from the bequest only can be used by the
Board of Trustees. There were two bequests given in memory
of loved ones each for $25,000. Thus, a total of $50,000 has
been added to our portfolio. The church is thankful for such
gifts and it is our hope that others will express their love for the
church by remembering it in their wills. We have a rather
modest endowment and every gift to it helps the church in the
present and in the future.

The deadline for the July Herald is June 24", The deadline for
the August Herald is July 25™. Please begin to think about what
you would like included in the Herald and email the church
office at OFFICE@8TOWNSQUARE.ORG indicating which issue
you would like your news to appear, July or August. Thank you
in advance.

The U.C.C. has begun a $100,000 appeal among member
churches for humanitarian aid to suffering of the people in
Myanmar (Burma). The U.C.C. also calls for your prayers, not
only for the people who have been afflicted, but for the
softening of the hearts of that country’s leaders who have
prevented aid form reaching its own afflicted people. You may
send donations to The Church of the Pilgrimage designated
“Myanmar Relief” or send them directly to Cleveland with the
same designation or online WwWw.UCC.ORG.

Our heartfelt congratulations are extended to Laura Curtin and
Julie Sears for accomplishing two Herculean feats. Laura
successfully completed the Avon Walk for Breast Cancer and
Julie the Best Buddies Bike-a-Thon. You are great!

Thanks from Kelley DePasqua and the Music Committee:
Thank you all for making the visit from The Bowling Green
State University A Cappella Choir such a success. Thank you to
the 14 host families, the choir (especially the Hoyts) for the
generous and delicious dinner and to the many, many church
members who attended the Wednesday night concert. We were
treated to a wonderful musical program and we showed our
visitors strong New England hospitality. There were so very
grateful and especially glad to perform in a location with such
historical significance as many of them made their first visit to
New England. Thank you all so very much.

Many thanks to Rev. Gary and Rev. Heather and my wonderful
church family, for all the kindness and support extended to me
during my “open heart surgery.” Special hospital and rehab
visits, plus beautiful floral arrangements, terrific cards and notes
etc. were so very uplifting along my road to recovery. I am
truly blessed to be a part of our caring church.

With Love, Gerry Allen

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP ANNUAL BANQUET

The Women’s Fellowship’s Annual Banquet is on Monday,
June 2™ at The Run of the Mill at 6pm. All women of the
church are welcome even if you have never attended a previous
meeting! Please contact Marna Blomberg to make your
reservation 781-826-2543. This is a wonderful opportunity to
socialize, break bread together, and brainstorm about our
upcoming 2008-2009 year. We hope to see you all there!
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THE RHUBARB IS COMING! THE RHUBARB IS COMING!
Hard to believe that pie-making season is upon us already. Itis
not too early to start making and freezing unbaked pies to sell at
the Harvest Fair. They have become a much sought after item
since we started making them two years ago. Any fruit filling
will do (think seasonally and on sale), as will any number of
pies (don’t think that contributing 1 pie is insignificant-think of
the widow’s mite). For those of you who are new to the
procedure this is how it goes: In Allerton Hall, in the pie box,
get yourself some aluminum pie plates, large plastic bags, and
labels. Using the crust recipe below, make a fruit pie in the
aluminum pie plates, put it in one of the large plastic bags, label
the contents and freeze uncooked. The morning of the fair (or
earlier with some arrangements) drop off your still frozen,
clearly labeled pie, and we will sell it, frozen and uncooked!
Easy as pie! If your ambition outruns your freezer space, let me
know and we can make arrangements for storage. Not a baker?
Consider donating a pound of butter or a few pounds of fruit to
someone who you know is. Thank you for your contributions,
Jenny Healy 508-747-7168, poetick@verizon.net. P.S. The
rhubarb pies did not sell nearly as fast as the strawberry-
rhubarb, blueberry pies were sorely missed last year and apple is
always a big seller.

PIE CRUST RECIPE FOR FROZEN PIES

2 sticks unsalted butter, chilled and cut into cubes

2 cups all purpose flour

I teaspoon salt

1 tablespoon sugar

" to# cup ice water

Mix dry ingredients well. Work in butter using two knives or a
pastry blender. (not your hand as they will warm the butter too
much). Once butter has been well incorporated (reduced to pea
sized pieces) add ice water and toss with fork to moisten dough.
Turn dough out onto counter and rub dough into the counter
several times with the heel of your hand. Form the dough into
two discs, wrap in waxed paper or plastic and refrigerate for at
least 2 hours for easiest handling.

HARVEST FAIR NEWS

There will be a Harvest Fair meeting on June 1% after coffee
hour in the upper vestibule. All are welcome. Any questions or
comments can be sent to Imcurtin@comcast,.net or call 508-
746-7761.

COLUMBARIUM AND MEMORIAL GARDEN

After a vote at annual meeting, the Memorial Garden and
Columbarium committee of 2, Linn Peterson and Kathy Marks,
will be expanded to 6 members. The trustees will appoint
members but would like to know of interested volunteers. The
committee should be a short-term commitment with plans for
landscaping and planting to be completed by this fall. If you
would like to help for a short period of time as a member of the
Memorial Garden Planning Committee, please call the church
office or see Linn Peterson or Kathy Marks next Sunday.

Also, the annual meeting voted to establish a Garden Committee
for seasonal care of the Memorial Garden grounds. This group
would not be a committee established by nomination or with
terms designated in years. It would be organized much like the

flower committee is with those agreeing to be a part of this
committee who enjoy gardening and working in this way to
beautify our church. They could participate for as long or as
short of time as they like. Again, please call the church office or
see Linn or Kathy if you are interested. Thanks for considering
this way of taking care of church grounds. We have such
limited grounds, why not make the most of what we have.

To ALL COMMITTEES AND BOARDS

This is a reminder that per our by-laws your Board or
Committee is required to meet by June 18 for the purposes of
introducing new members and electing officers. The updated
list of your members, including names, address, telephone
number, and email address if available, should be given to
Shellie Souza in the Church Office immediately thereafter.
REMINDER: Each committee has a mailbox in the JRC and
should be checked regularly. Also, committees are asked to
provide the church office with a copy of the minutes to their
monthly meetings.

JUNIOR HIGH MINISTRY NEWS

Our final Junior High Youth Group meeting for the year will be
Sunday, May 25" following worship in the JRC. We will have
an end of the year celebration with badminton, board games, tie
dying, and pizza. Sound like fun? Please join us!

SENIOR HIGH MINISTRY NEWS

The Senior High Youth Group will meet this Sunday, May 25"
from 10:15-11:15am. We’d like to discuss the strengths and
weaknesses of this year’s youth group program. In addition, we
need to know what you’d like to see for next year in terms of
activities and scheduling. We will also be playing games, so if
you have a favorite, bring it along. Hopefully, the t-shirts will
be printed next week, so we will need your sizes on Sunday.

MISSION TRIP PARTICPANTS

It is traditional for a congregation to commission those who go
out into the world to do service for others. This means that our
community of faith recognizes the work we will do and pledges
to support us through prayer and laying on of hands. We need
YOU to come to church on Sunday, June 8" so that you can be
part of the Service of Commissioning that will take place during
morning worship.

2™ GRADE BIBLES!!!

Parents of 2™ graders who will be receiving a Bible on
Children’s Sunday (June 8™ are asked to call the church office
with the spelling of your child’s name as you would have it
appear on her or his Bible.

NEXT YEAR’S CONFIRMATION CLASS

All 8" graders (who will be 9™ graders in the fall) — and their
parents who are interested in being a part of Confirmation next
year (2008-2009 school year) are asked to call the church office.

ATTENTION GRADUATING SENIORS AND PARENTS

We want to honor our graduating high school seniors during
worship on June 15" and we would like to publish your name
and any information you have about your future plans in an
upcoming issue of the Herald. Please call the church office to
let us know if you will be able to be present on June 15™ and to
share what’s next for you.
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CHURCH FAMILY PICNIC AT PINEWOOD LODGE

Join us on Sunday, Jun8 &8s we gather at the scenic Pinewood Lodge and
Campground for our annual church family picnic lunch. Following our ChildrenC
Sunday service, we invite you to pack your picnic baske&tsgend an afternoon of
fun and fellowship at Pinewood, courtesy of the SaunderOs family. Lake swimmn
Is available (for the bold among us). Rowboat, canoe and kayak rentals are alsc
available. So come along, enjoy a leisurely picnic lunch as weyaDisalloO to
summer!
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SUNDAY WORSHIP ~ 10:00 AM
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE
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WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




