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Dear Friends,

Last week’s election was a watershed moment in the history of The United States. No matter what your
political proclivities we can all take pride in the fact that America has come quite far since the days of slavery
and even since the days of the Civil Rights Movement. I remember as a child being in a five and ten cents store
in a southern state and being pulled away from a “Negro only” water fountain. I had no idea why I was being
jerked around, but those doing the jerking were plenty stern and forceful about it. In my hometown, Zanesville,
Ohio, there were two public swimming pools, a fairly nice one for “whites only,” and a large aboveground pool
behind right field in the old Zanesville Grays baseball field reserved inferiorly for “blacks only.” I remember
when the better pool near the entrance was integrated. There was a hue and cry and almost all whites stopped
going to that pool out of fear of people of color. I felt very badly, but I was not allowed to go to that pool again.
I didn’t really know why integration caused such an uproar.

When I was a child, too, my favorite baseball player was Larry Doby, centerfielder for The Cleveland
Indians. Doby was black and appeared in major league baseball only three months after Jackie Robinson
became the first black player for The Brooklyn Dodgers. Doby, a graceful center fielder, never got the attention
of Robinson, yet he endured all the humiliation of that great player. Neither could stay in the same hotels nor
dine in the same restaurants as their teammates. Both were booed and jeered, both received death threats. How
despicable!

I was surely not a leader in the Civil Rights Movement, but I did go to Washington, D.C. the week after
the great march in 1964 to speak with members of the Ohio congressional delegation. I was, alas, almost
disowned by my family. That greatly pained me. I had heard Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. preach on Tappan
Square at Oberlin and began to make strenuous efforts to rid myself of any lingering racism from my mind and
actions. That has been an ongoing process ever since then.

I could go on about my personal experience regarding my own racism, but you’ve had experiences, too.
It doesn’t really matter where we stand politically or how we voted in the election for whatever reasons. We
can all take pride that we’ve elected an African American president. As I have prayed for all presidents before
Barack Obama, so I encourage us all to pray for the president-elect who has an enormous burden on his
shoulders.

office@8townsquare.org

Love,
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ON OUR CALENDAR
Nov. 16: Morning worship 10:00am, Rev. Gary L. Marks
preaching. Junior Choir sings. Cherub Choir rehearsal.
Special Program: Lay Leadership Development Workshop
in Allerton Hall, 3:00-6:00pm.
Nov. 17: Monday Meals of Hospitality in Allerton Hall,
1lam-1pm.
Nov. 18: Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am.
The Board of Trustees will meet in the JRC conference room
at 7:00pm.
Nov. 19: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am.
Wednesday Morning Bible Study in the JRC Conference
Room, 10:00am. The Music Committee will meet at 6:30pm
in Allerton Hall. Evening Prayer Service in the sanctuary
7:00pm-7:30pm. Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm in the sanctuary.
Nov. 20: The Stewardship Committee will meet at 7pm in
the JRC Conference Room.
Nov. 21: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am.
Coming Events:
Nov. 23: Thanksgiving Sunday
Nov. 27: Thanksgiving Dalicumenical Thanksgiving Day
Service at The First Parish UU Church, 10:00am. PilgrimOs
Progress, 10:00am. Open House at Ttaurch of the
Pilgrimage, 10arLpm.
Nov. 30: The First Sunday in Advent. The Pilgrim Festival
Chorus presents OA French NativityO in the sanctuary at
3:00pm.

CHURCH RECORD

Baptism: On November 9, 2008 Jack Walter Brennan,
son of Justin Patrick Brennan and Diane Elizabeth
(Furtado) Brennan was baptized during morning worship.

\ Notes

Our sympathies are extended to Pam Pawlowski on the
recent loss of her mother.

If you have the time, why not join us for the Wednesday
Morning Bible Study. It is an engaging study and
newcomers are always welcome. Each session is
complete in itself, so you won’t have to scramble to know
where we are. The group meets at 10:00am in the JRC
Conference Room every other Wednesday. Our next
meeting is November 19"

Decorating our Sanctuary for Advent: Looking for
some help! The flower committee would appreciate some
help hanging greens upstairs in the sanctuary while others
make Advent preparation in Allerton Hall. It would be
great to have someone to climb ladders and a few to make
trips up and down to the attic. If you can help after church
Sunday, November 30" see Kathy Marks.

HELP WANTED December 5" is the town-wide
Christmas tree lighting for which we host an open house
from 5pm to about 8pm. Now I’m sure many of you have

already been wringing your hands trying to figure out how
you can help make this event happen, an event that brings
in 100 to 200 people into our church home. Well, fret no
longer. For your convenience we have supplied you with
a concise list of our needs for the evening. Contributions
of all shapes and sizes are welcome: don’t feel you need to
supply all 450 hot/cold cups, for example, but certainly, a
sleeve of 100 would be great. Please consider how you
can be a part of this year’s tree lighting. Thank you. Jenny
508-747-7168 or poetick@verizon.net.

* 450 hot/cold cups (you, know, the thick paper
kind)

* 200 brown bags (think school lunch size)

* 200 napkins (lunch size)

* 100 zipper type sandwich bags

* 9 gallons of cider

* Y gallon of half and half

* cookies: chocolate ship or sugar (cut out shapes
optional), bagged in sets of three. Please no nuts
or peanuts.

* 150 hot dogs and 150 hot dog buns

* ketchup, mustard and relish

¢ Kitchen Help: no experience required (if you can
pour yourself a cup of coffee, you qualify), help
needed bagging popcorn, pouring cider and hot
chocolate, etc.

* General help: selling some items leftover from the
Harvest Fair, set-up and clean up.

Rev. Marks will be offering an Advent Study beginning
on November 30™. The classes will be one hour in length.
You may sign-up for the course during Coffee Hours on
November 16" and 23". You may also call the church
office to enroll. The course will take place in the JRC
following morning worship, 11:30am-12:30pm. Gary
needs to know how many study guides to order, so please
sign up soon or call the church office. He will offer a
description of the course in next week’s Herald.

Once again, The Church of the Pilgrimage will be hosting
an open house on Thanksgiving morning for visitors to
the birthplace of this wonderful holiday. Snacks, coffee
and hot chocolate will be served and Rev. Marks will be
presenting a short lecture on the pilgrims. As always,
volunteers are needed to help on the day of the event. We
also welcome donations of baked goods (muffins,
cupcakes, cookies, breads) from the congregation. Food
donations can be dropped off the day before Thanksgiving
at Diana Budge’s house or on Thanksgiving morning at
the church. If you would like to volunteer to help serve
during the open house, please call Diana Budge at 508-
746-4514, or Liisa Budge-Johnson at 774-454-8268.




THE PILGRIMAGE HERALD

THE CHURCH OF THE PILGRIMAGE, PLYMOUTH, MASS.

CONFIRMATION NEWS

Following our Confirmation Retreat on Nov. 7"-8" at
Grotonwood Camp and Conference Center, our next
Confirmation event will be this Sunday, November 16".
We’ll go to the 11:00a.m. worship service at Second
Church of Manomet to hear a special presentation by the
Emancipation Network about human trafficking. Read
more about this event in the Senior High Youth Group
Overview section.

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP OVERVIEW

Our November Junior High Youth Group activity will take
place on Sunday, November 23", from 11:45a.m.-
11:30p.m. We’re going to go BOWLING at Alley Kat
Lanes in Kingston! The cost is $10 for unlimited rides.
As always, we want everyone to be able to participate. Do
not let cost prevent you from going—we have scholarship
assistance for those who need it.

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP OVERVIEW

As you have heard, this year our Senior High Youth
Group is combining with Second Church in Manomet’s
Senior High Youth Group. Join us for our next get-
together on Sunday, November 16™. We’ll go to the
11:00a.m. worship service at Second Church where we’ll
hear about the work and ministry of the Emancipation
Network. (if you need a ride, please contact Rev.
Heather!) The Emancipation Network is a group that is
working to bring an end to human trafficking—can you
believe that slavery still exists in our world?! Then after
worship, we’ll work on making welcome kits for newly
rescued girls. Items needed include washcloth/towel,
journal/notebook, pens and pencils, markers, (unwrapped,
packaged) toothbrush & toothpaste, small to medium-
sized shampoo & conditioner, soap, small lotion. Also,
mark your calendars for the December Senior High Youth
Group Activity: Saturday, December 6™ at a time to be
announced next week. We’ll be working at the Plymouth
Food Warehouse, unloading & sorting food collected
during a food drive at local grocery stores and businesses.
Please noteRev. Heather will be attending the New
England Summit for Religious Leaders on Energy,
Cli;nate, and the Economic Crisis on Thursday, November
20",

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT SIGN UP

Parents—beginning Sunday, November 23" in Allerton
Hall the Christian Education Committee will post a sign-
up sheet for the Christmas Pageant. Children and youth
interested in being sheep, shepherds, angels, magi, etc.
will need to sign up for their part as soon as possible.
We’ll have a costume fitting session after worship on
Sunday, December 14" with rehearsal to follow worship
on Sunday, December 21*.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH NEWS

Overnights of Hospitality Deepest thanks from the
Missions Committee and the Taskforce for the Homeless
to those of our congregation and others who volunteered
to help the homeless during our first week of overnights
for the homeless men of Plymouth. This past week we
were so lucky to have had generous monetary donations as
well as donations of food and time. In particular, we’d like
to thank Marilyn Stewart, Hosts: Doug Hagen, Joyce
Ashley, Ken & Alice Heckman, Bill Davenport, Rick
Pecorella, Chip Stevens, Gil Silva, Nate Davis, Jeff Chute,
Larry Foster, David Tassinari, Judy Erikson, and Peter
Simpson. Thanks to the awesome cooks who provided our
guests with warm home-cooked meals, hot coffee, and
friendly faces: Meg & John Bross, Kelly Balboni and her
family, Genie & Frank Roberts, Susan Miller, Kathy
Murphy and friend Yvonne, Kathy Marks and the PSHS
Interact Group, Kim Latosek, Sarah Barnicle, and Peter
Simpson and his family! We are especially grateful to
Meg Bross for her tireless assistance and to Joel Connors
for his excellent work cleaning Allerton Hall.

Volunteers for our next week (Dec. 28 -Jan. 2) are needed
NOW! If you or someone you know would like to cook
or host during this week or one in the future, please call
Sarah Barnicle at 508-747-5531
(SeasideEditing@gmail.com) or Meg Bross at 508-830-
9745 (megbross@verizon.net). If you would like to know
what the overnights experience is like, we can direct you
to speak with experienced volunteers during any Coffee
Hour after church. Join us!

Food Collection Everyone is invited to bring donations of
food items to church and place them in the red bins in the
foyer. Families of children atteridg Church School on
Sundays are reminded that each child should be bringinc
a nonperishable food item to donatEhe Plymouth Food
Warehouse is very low on supplies and needs our help. All
types of non-perishable food are needed. The following
food basics are especially needed: canned fruit, canned
tuna, chicken, and ham, macaroni & cheese, pasta and
sauce, rice, beans, canned vegetables, baby food &
formula (with current dates), condiments such as ketchup,
mustard, mayonnaise, peanut butter, jelly, hearty soups
and chili, crackers, cereal, juice, coffee & tea. Thank you
for your donations of food on Sunday.

Kayak Raffle The Plymouth Taskforce for the Homeless is
raffling a new Old Town Cayuga 130 Kayak. The kayak retails
for over $939, but tickets are only $15 (2 for $25, 4 for $50).
Only 500 tickets will be sold. The drawing will be held when all
tickets are sold or June 4, 2009. For more information, call Judy
Erikson at 508-747-0022 or pick up an order form during Coffee
Hour after church. Good Luck! To view the canoe, go to:
www.oldtowncanoe.com/kayaks/recreation_touring/cayuga 130
.html.
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Our Third Annual Intergenerational
Advent Workshop
Sunday, November 38 following worship
Children, youth, and adults of all ages are warmly invited to come to Allerton Hall after worship on the Sunday
after Thanksgiving (the first Sunday in Advent!) for a wonderful event. We’ll have Advent and Christmas
crafts including cookie decoration, ornament making, Advent wreath construction, and more. Crafts will be
geared towards different ages and abilities—there should be something for everyone to enjoy. We’ll experience
the joy of the season as well as the gift of Christian community. A simple soup & bread lunch will be served.
This is a wonderful opportunity to welcome the special season of Advent before we get caught up in the hectic
busyness of December. We do hope you’ll join us for this fun event.

SPECIAL PROGRAM: LAY LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP

Led by Susan Dickerman of the MACUCC, the session is designed to examine the role of “lay leader,” and help
us see our work on church boards, committees, fundraisers and other projects as vital ministry. We will explore
ways to incorporate spiritual development into committee work, while continuing to accomplish the business of
the church. We hope that you’ll join us for this event!

Details: Sunday, November 16, 2008 from 3:0:00pm in Allerton Hall

A light meal of soup and salad will be provided. The workshop is free and open to all. For more information,
please contact Marna Blomberg, Christina Borel, Jessica Hague, Connie Lawn, or Trace Sears, or email
office@8townsquare.org.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP ~ 10:00 AM
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE

WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




