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Dear Friends,

The Harvest Fair for 2008 has come and gone. Though there are still some magnificent colors which
linger in the trees many have shed their leaves as fall makes it inexorable march toward the cold short daylight
hours of winter. The pronounced nip in the air, while invigorating, means that soon we’ll don winter coats and
keep an eagle’s eye on thermostats in our homes. At least in the summer we don’t have to pay for the heat. This
Sunday Daylight Saving Time ends and that means even shorter hours of sunlight than there are now. Last
week [ happily agreed to play the role of Elder Brewster in the Thanksgiving Day Pilgrim’s Progress. At the
office we are already ordering supplies for the Advent/Christmas season. Time flies!

During the times which lay just ahead our nation and, indeed, the world is in a state of ill-at-easeness on
several fronts. We are all worried about the economy, our involvement in conflicts abroad, the state of the
environment, the cost of just about everything and more. We all also have our own concerns which range from
child-rearing, the aging of parents, health issues, some are forced to make painful decisions about paying for
food, shelter or medical costs, many are trying to negotiate the rocky terrain of strained relationships. We have
a lot on our minds!

I think about all these issues as I sit in front of the texts of the Bible each week in preparing my sermons.
I look out on Sunday mornings at the faces gathered for worship and I wonder about what people are enduring
about which others are unaware. I pray that the Word over which I ponder, the Word I try to preach, may in
some way offer spiritual solace and comfort as we all try to make sense of our current situations and find
meaning on our life pilgrimages.

In all these musings I cling to visions of hope, truth and light which are a part of our faith. In the
passage of time, in our hurts and disappointments, in our struggles to make ends meet, in our stresses and strains
in our lives, in the upheavals of our personal and global lives standeth God, as the old hymn puts it. Evidently
life as not intended to be easy. Yet, faith and hope are aids to us as we make our ways along the paths of life
toward living with meaning and good will, even joy amid the struggle.

So, sister and brothers, plod on, keep the faith, smile and joke and laugh and support one another. Our
faith encourages us to walk the walk together. It helps!

Love,

oy
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ON OUR CALENDAR

Nov 2: Morning worship 10:00am, Rev. Gary L. Marks
preaching. Recent memorial gifts to the church will be
dedicated during the service. Communion will be a part
of today’s service. The Church of the Pilgrimage will host
Overnights of Hospitality from November 2-8 in Allerton
Hall. Junior Choir rehearsal. No Cherub Choir rehearsal.
Remember that Daylight Saving Time ends today. “Fall
back” and hour.

Nov 3: Monday Meals of Hospitality in Allerton Hall,
Ilam-1pm.

Nov. 4: Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am.
The Missions Committee will meet at 7pm in the JRC
Conference Room. Election Day...Don’t forget to Vote!
Nov 5: Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am.
Evening Prayer Service in the sanctuary 7:00pm-7:30pm.
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm in the sanctuary.

Nov 6: The Stewardship Committee will meet in the JRC
Stewart Room 7pm. The Christian Education Committee
will meet at 7pm in the JRC Conference Room

Nov 7: Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am.
Nov 7-8: Confirmation Retreat-Grotonwood

Coming Events:

Nov 12: Wednesday Morning Bible Study in the
Robinson Center Conference Room at 10:00am.

Nov 13: Evening Prayer in the sanctuary at 7:00pm.

Nov 15: Ministry Team Meeting.

CHURCH RECORD

Hospitalized: Alice Whiting, Mass. General Hospital.
Recuperating after hospitalization, Betsey Randall.

Wedding: On October 18, 2008 Rev. Moody conducted a
wedding service for Lisa Marie Kenney and Bradley
Clarke Panton in the church sanctuary.

In Memoriam: On October 19, 2008 Rev. Marks
conducted a funeral service for Eleanore Spangler
Mayhew, Kathy’s mother, at the Central Congregational
Church, U.C.C. in Madison, Ohio.

On October 27, 2008 Rev. Marks conducted a funeral
service for James Bishop.

FLOWERS-The flowers on right are in loving memory of
Andy Durmis. Given by Dawn and James. The flowers

on the left are in loving memory of Ina Collings, mother

of Nancy Morse. Given by Brian and Nancy.

Notes

The Marks family is very appreciative of your expressions
of condolence at the passing of Kathy’s mother. For those
of you that have asked about donations in her memory you
may designate gifts to the memorial garden.

If you are interested in becoming a member of The
Church of the Pilgrimage, please contact the church office
or speak to Rev. Marks. Rev. Marks offers a New
Member Class when several people have indicated an
interest in membership.

Due to rising utility costs we will be keeping the temperatures at
specific levels to maximize efficiency. Only Tony is to make
changes to any thermostat, and anyone with a question can
contact any member of the Board of Trustees. Additionally, any
efforts made to hold meetings in church member’s homes will
be appreciated...and more fun®©.

The Board of Trustees is considering producing a monthly
rather than a weekly Pilgrimage Herald as we do during
July and August. That is the practice of most churches. A
monthly issue of The Herald would mean that we would
all need to plan ahead for materials to be included in each
issue more than we now do. The advantages of a monthly
newsletter would be saving both time and money. The
savings in postage costs alone would be significant. It
takes quite an effort to produce The Herald each week by
our staff. Shellie spends a major portion of a day to
prepare each issue and then it must be folded and mailed.
She now has greatly expanded responsibilities as office
administrator, including posting and depositing each
Sunday’s collection. Gary spends several hours each
week writing letters and overseeing content to be
included. Heather also spends time on each Herald,
sometimes in writing a letter and other items regarding her
ministry. So, let us know what you think.

Thank you to Nate Moore for making all the
arrangements for providing free flu shots during our
Monday Meals of Hospitality on October 13 and 20.
Nate had contacted the Salvation Army, The
Plymouth Taskforce for the Homeless and local food
pantries to insure that all were informed. As a result,
many more people came this year. And also, a thank
you to Dr. Don Moore for providing the flu shots
and cheerfully administering them. Some thirty
people were very grateful to receive the flu shots.
The Moore’s also provided socks and various
hygiene items for the homeless and needy. All were
very much appreciated.

From Linn Peterson: I would like to thank everyone
who sent cards, called, sent emails, and otherwise
cheered me up following my recent surgery and
recovery time. Progress has been slow, but so much
more endurable with the support of my church
“family.” I feel truly blessed to be a part of such a
loving community! Thank you, thank you!!!
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The House Committee warmly invites you to sign up to
host Coffee Hour. This vital ministry of hospitality needs
your help in order for it to continue. To sign-up, for
questions and additional information please see Hildegard
Schimpf.

Rev. Gary and other members of the Plymouth
community were interviewed this past summer by Al
Jazeera English Channel. The program, entitled
America’s Mission? explores the belief that America is an
exceptional nation with special responsibility for
humanity, the impact of this belief on the presidential
campaign, and citizens’ views on the role the U.S. should
play in the world. America’s Mission? will be posted on
the Al Jazeera English YouTube site:
www.youtube.com/aljazeeraenglish.

The Massachusetts Conference, United Church of
Christ recently sent a letter of thanks to the church for its
support for Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic Support
and Fellowship Dues. Some of the programs that nurture
local church vitality include: Stewardship University,
Building Strength in Small Churches Convocation, “Ring
Your Bells” climate action challenge, Confirmation
Retreats etc. The strength of our churches relies on the
generous support of Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic
Support. Now more than ever, your gifts matter!

CONFIRMATION NEWS

Our next Confirmation event will be going on a
Confirmation Retreat at Grotonwood Camp & Conference
Center. Meet at the John Robinson Center at 4:15pm on
Friday, November 7" with your bag dinner-to-go, your
sleeping bag, and a backpack or small bag of overnight
supplies. We’ll return on Saturday, November 8™ at
around 6:00p.m. Meantime, Confirmands, if you haven’t
watched the movie Contact with your mentor, please do so
ASAP!

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP OVERVIEW

Our Outdoor Service Project was a great success! We
received a lovely note of thanks and appreciation from the
Plymouth senior whose yard we transformed. Way to put
your faith into action, Junior High Youth Group! As of
the printing of this issue of the Herald, the date for our
November Junior High Youth Group activity has not been
absolutely finalized. However, we’re pretty sure it will be
following worship on Sunday, November 23", We’re
going to go BOWLING! More information to
follow...we’ll be sure to keep you informed!

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP OVERVIEW

As you have heard, this year our Senior High Youth
Group is combining with Second Church in Manomet’s
Senior High Youth Group. We had a FANTASTIC
meeting on Sunday, October 19™. At this meeting we

heard about some of the activities we have planned for this
year. Join us for our next get-together on Sunday,
November 16™. We’ll go to the 11:00a.m. worship
service at Second Church where we’ll hear about the work
and ministry of the Emancipation Network. (if you need a
ride, please contact Rev. Heather!) The Emancipation
Network is a group that is working to bring an end to
human trafficking—can you believe that slavery still
exists in our world?! Then after worship, we’ll work on
making a welcome kit for newly rescued girls. We’ll have
some information about what supplies we’ll need to make
the welcome kit in the next week or so...be sure to watch
your mail! Also, mark your calendars for the December
Senior High Youth Group Activity: Saturday, December
6" starting at 12p.m. We’ll be working at the Plymouth
Food Warehouse, unloading & sorting food collected
during a food drive at local grocery stores and businesses.

Please note: Rev. Heather will be attending the
Massachusetts Conference (of the UCC) Annual Meeting
from Friday, October 31*-Saturday, November 1*.

Rev. Heather will also be away with the Confirmation
Class on Friday, November 7"-Saturday, November 8" to
attend the Confirmation Retreat at Grotonwood Camp &
Conference Center.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH NEWS

Food Collection: Everyone is invited to bring donations
of food items to church and place them in the red bins in
the foyer. Families of children attending Church School
on Sundays are reminded that each child should be
bringing a non-perishable food item to donate. The
Plymouth Food Warehouse is very low on supplies and
needs our help. All types of non-perishable food are
needed. The following food basics are especially needed:
canned fruit, canned tuna, chicken and ham, macaroni &
cheese, pasta and sauce, rice, beans, canned vegetables,
baby food & formula (with current dates), condiments
such as ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise, peanut butter,
jelly, hearty soups and chili, crackers, cereal, juice, coffee
& tea. Thank you for your donations of food on Sunday.

Overnights of Hospitality: Heartfelt thanks to all who
have heard the call to service and will be volunteering to
help the homeless during the first week of the Overnights.
We have filled all the cooking/serving and hosting slots.
If you or someone you know would like to volunteer for a
week in the future, please call Sarah Barnicle at 508-747-
5531 or Meg Bross 508-830-9745. If you would like to
know what the experience is like, we can direct you to
experienced volunteers during any coffee hour after
church. Join us!
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SPECIAL PROGRAM: LAY LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP

The Ministry Team is excited to announce a Leadership Workshop
specifically for lay leaders in the Church. Sunday, November 16 Susan
Dickermann, Associate Conference Minister for LeadershieDgment

with the Massachusetts Conference, UCC, will present a workshop for the
congregation. The session is designed to examine the role of Olay leader
and help us see our work on church boards, committees, fundraisers and
other projects as vital misiry. We will explore ways to incorporate

spiritual development into committee work, while continuing to accomplish
the business of the church. We hope that youOll join us for this event!

Details: Sunday, November 16, 2008 from 2:30-6:00pm in Allerton Hall

A light meal of soup and salad will be provided. The workshé@éand open to allin order
to provide adequate materigidease RSVP to a member of the Ministry Team by November
9" For more information, please contact Marna Blomberg,sGhai Borel, Jessica Hague,
Connie Lawn, or Trace Sears, or enudilce @8townsquare.org
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SUNDAY WORSHIP - 10:00 AM
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE

WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




