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Dear Friends, 

 When I first came to Plymouth my knowledge of the Pilgrims and The Mayflower were pretty much limited 

to the Thanksgiving story.  Even about Thanksgiving I knew only that the Plymouth settlers celebrated their first 

crop with a gigantic feast to which their Native American friends were invited.  That event of gratitude for blessings 

received was the origin of similar celebrations across the nation.  That’s about what I knew about the Pilgrims, but 

have come to know the story to be one of the most formative events in our history, indeed, in all Western history.     

 The so-called Pilgrims did not celebrate the major Christian holidays, even Christmas and Easter.  It wasn’t 

that they didn’t acknowledge the birth and resurrection of Jesus, but they, along with other Puritans, believed that the 

great Christian festivals had been secularized and had become little more than excuses for merely human excesses.  

Maybe they were onto something! 

 The Separatist Puritans, which the Pilgrims were, sought to ground everything they did in what they found in 

the Bible.  Their church, based upon a biblical principle of a simple covenant, was the center of their existence.  It 

was for a time referred to as “The Holy Discipline.”  Special events in the life of the people were recognized and 

celebrated.  When things were not going well, based again upon biblical precedent, there were called for days of 

“Solemn Humiliation.”  The belief was when adversity befell them that they must have been in violation of the 

Covenant.   Thus, such days of Humiliation were called to renew the Covenant and to fast in recognition of error and 

to pray for God’s favor to be with them. 

 On the other hand, when blessings were experienced the magistrate and minister called for Days of 

Thanksgiving with feasting and joyful celebration.  The First Thanksgiving, therefore, was one of many such days 

which had been called before.  The day we celebrate nationally was simply the first in New England in response to a 

harvest, though a modest one, which meant survival for them. 

 Though we have come far since our founding, though we have restored much which had been eliminated 

from our celebrations in the church, there is much to admire about the Pilgrim’s spirituality which included sacred 

rhythms within the daily round and the seasons of the year.  The idea of occasional humbling of ourselves is not at 

all a bad one, I think.  The celebration of blessings is a good idea, too.  Our times are humbling in many ways, but 

we people of the ongoing Covenant have much for which to thank God from whom all blessings flow.  Happy 

Thanksgiving!                                                                                                                

Love, 
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O N  O U R  C A L E N D A R  

Nov. 23-Thanksgiving Sunday:  Morning worship 
10:00am, Rev. Gary L. Marks preaching.  Junior Choir 
and Cherub Choir rehearsal.  Junior High Youth Group, 
bowling trip after worship.  
Nov. 24: Monday Meals of Hospitality in Allerton Hall, 
11am-1pm.  
Nov. 25:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am.   
Nov. 26:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am 
Evening Prayer Service in the sanctuary 7:00pm-7:30pm.  
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm in the sanctuary.   
Nov. 27-Thanksgiving Day:  Ecumenical Service at The 
First Parish Church, 10:00am.  Pilgrims’ Progress, 
10:00am.  Open House at The Church of the Pilgrimage, 
10:00am-1:00pm.  The church office will be closed 
November 27- 28 for Thanksgiving. 
Coming Events:   

Nov. 30:  The First Sunday in Advent.  Advent Workshop 

following worship in Allerton Hall.  Advent Study Group 

in the JRC Conference Room, 11:30am-12:30pm.  Pilgrim 

Festival Chorus, 3:00pm. 

Dec. 2:  The Advisory Board, the Board of Trustees and 

the Stewardship Committee will meet jointly in the JRC 

Stewart Room at 7pm.  The Missions Committee will meet 

in JRC Conference Room at 7:00pm. 

Dec. 4:  The Christian Education Committee will meet in 

The Robinson Center at 7:00pm. 

Dec. 5:  Town-wide Tree Lighting.  Open House at The 

Church of the Pilgrimage, 5:00-8:00pm.   

Dec. 7:  The Rev. Chuck Harper will offer reflections upon 

his poetry appropriate for the season during the sermon 

time of the morning service.  Chuck will be available for 

book-signing during the Coffee Hour where his new book 

of poetry, Sorting Things Out, may be purchased.  Chuck 

has offered to give $5.00 from each book purchased to the 

Missions Committee’s work.  There will also be a Mini-

SERRV Sale during the Coffee Hour on that date. 

 

C H U R C H  R E C O R D  

Hospitalized:  Recuperating at home after recent 
hospitalization,  Pat Mudgett, Jim Mason. 

                   N o t e s                   

Our sympathies are extended Ruth Fry whose mother 
passed this life last week. 

If you have the time, why not join us for the Wednesday 

Morning Bible Study.  It is an engaging study and 
newcomers are always welcome.  Each session is 
complete in itself, so you won’t have to scramble to know 
where we are.  The group meets at 10:00am in the JRC 
Conference Room every other Wednesday.  Our next 
meeting is December 3rd.  

Decorating our Sanctuary for Advent:  Looking for 

some help!  The flower committee would appreciate some 
help hanging greens upstairs in the sanctuary while others 
make Advent preparation in Allerton Hall. It would be 
great to have someone to climb ladders and a few to make 
trips up and down to the attic.  If you can help after church 
Sunday, November 30th see Kathy Marks. 

HELP WANTED December 5th is the town-wide 
Christmas tree lighting for which we host an open house 
from 5pm to about 8pm.  Now I’m sure many of you have 
already been wringing your hands trying to figure out how 
you can help make this event happen, an event that brings 
in 100 to 200 people into our church home.  Well, fret no 
longer.  For your convenience we have supplied you with 
a concise list of our needs for the evening.  Contributions 
of all shapes and sizes are welcome: don’t feel you need to 
supply all 450 hot/cold cups, for example, but certainly, a 
sleeve of 100 would be great.  Please consider how you 
can be a part of this year’s tree lighting.  Thank you. Jenny 
508-747-7168 or poetick@verizon.net. 

• 450 hot/cold cups (you, know, the thick paper 
kind)  

• 200 brown bags (think school lunch size) 
• 200 napkins (lunch size) 
• 100 zipper type sandwich bags 
• 9 gallons of cider 
• ! gallon of half and half 
• cookies: chocolate chip or sugar (cut out shapes 

optional), bagged in sets of three.  Please no nuts 
or peanuts. 

• 150 hot dogs and 150 hot dog buns 
• ketchup, mustard and relish 
• Kitchen Help: no experience required (if you can 

pour yourself a cup of coffee, you qualify), help 
needed bagging popcorn, pouring cider and hot 
chocolate, etc.   

• General help: selling some items leftover from the 
Harvest Fair, set-up and clean up. 

Rev. Marks will be offering an Advent Study beginning 
on November 30th.  The classes will be one hour in length 
and will take place in the JRC Conference Room from 
11:30am-12:30pm. Please sign up this Sunday or call the 
church office to register for the course.  The guidebook for 
the study is entitled Rejoicing in Hope by James A. 
Harnish.  The book explores the Christmas story through 
the experiences of characters in the Book of Luke.   We 
hope you’ll want to join us for this engaging study of 
Advent characters and themes.    

Once again, The Church of the Pilgrimage will be hosting 
an open house on Thanksgiving morning for visitors to 
the birthplace of this wonderful holiday.  Snacks, coffee 
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and hot chocolate will be served and Rev. Marks will be 
presenting a short lecture on the pilgrims.  As always, 
volunteers are needed and as well as donations of baked 
goods. Food donations can be dropped off the day before 
Thanksgiving at Diana Budge’s house or on Thanksgiving 
morning at the church.  If you would like to volunteer to 
help serve during the open house, please call Diana Budge 
at 508-746-4514, or Liisa Budge-Johnson at 774-454-
8268.   
CONFIRMATION NEWS  
Our next Confirmation meeting will be Sunday, December 
7th from 11:45-1:15p.m.  Last Sunday, we listened to 
Sarah Symons of the Emancipation Network as she 
described the many different ways that women, children, 
and men are sold into slavery.  Poverty, debt, sexual 
exploitation, and complicit police all combine to make 
slavery possible in countries all over the world.  We 
learned that 27 million people around the world are 
enslaved; each year, something like 10,000 slaves are even 
brought into the U.S.!  We need modern-day abolitionists 
to help liberate people and to work to address the 
conditions that make slavery possible.  Maybe that’s why 
it felt empowering to make cards and welcome kits for 
newly rescued girls.   
JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP OVERVIEW 

Our November Junior High Youth Group activity will take 
place this Sunday, November 23

rd, from 11:45a.m.-
11:30p.m. We’re going to go BOWLING at Alley Kat 
Lanes in Kingston!  The cost is $10 for unlimited rides.  
As always, we want everyone to be able to participate.  Do 
not let cost prevent you from going—we have scholarship 
assistance for those who need it.  
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP OVERVIEW  
What a powerful experience we had last Sunday!  
Learning about the 27 million people enslaved around the 
world (including in the U.S.!) was difficult, but being able 
to make a positive contribution by making cards and 51 
welcome kits for newly rescued girls was empowering.   
Our next Senior High Youth Group Activity will be 
Saturday, December 6

th
 from **10a.m. to 1p.m.** at 

the Plymouth Food Warehouse in the **Industrial 

Park** (not Cordage Park as was mistakenly printed on the 

flyer mailed two weeks ago).  We’ll be unloading & sorting 
food collected during a food drive at local grocery stores 
and businesses.   

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT SIGN UP 
Parents—beginning this Sunday, November 23rd in 
Allerton Hall the CE Committee will post a sign-up sheet 
for the Christmas Pageant.  Children and youth interested 
in being sheep, shepherds, angels, magi, etc. will need to 
sign up for their part as soon as possible.  Costume fitting 
on December 14th and rehearsal on December 21st. 

  

M I S S I O N S  &  O U T R E A C H  N E W S  
Overnights of Hospitality.  We need YOU ! The 
Missions Committee needs members of our congregation 
to overnight host or to make desserts and salads for our 
next week of Hospitality (Dec. 28-Jan. 2).  Please call 
Meg Bross at 508-830-9745 (megbross@verizon.net) or 
Sarah Barnicle at 508-747-5531 
(SeasideEditing@gmail.com) if you’d like to volunteer.  If 
you would like to know what working with the homeless 
men of Plymouth is like, we would be happy to answer 
your questions and address your concerns. 
Supplies needed.  When you donate to the Missions 
Committee, part of your money funds our Overnights of 
Hospitality.  However, we are always in need of supplies 
if you can provide those.  Here is a list of what we 
typically need:  paper plates or bowls, paper napkins, 
disposable cups for hot and cold drinks as well as 
disposable cutlery; clean men’s socks, hats, and gloves; 
men’s toiletries such as combs, disposable razors, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, small bottles of shampoo; clean 
sheets for single beds (pillowcases, top and bottom 
sheets). 
Food Collection. Thanks to all for bringing food to 
church on Sundays!  We are so proud to bring food to the 
warehouse on Wednesdays from the Church of the 
Pilgrimage.  The workers there are always impressed by 
our loyal donations.  Everyone is invited to bring 
donations of food items to church and place them in red 
bins in the foyer.  Families of children attending Church 
School on Sundays are reminded that each child should be 
bringing a non-perishable food item to donate.  The 
Plymouth Food Warehouse is very low on supplies and 
needs our help.  The following food basics are especially 
needed:  canned items such as fruit, vegetables,  tuna, 
chicken and ham; macaroni & cheese; pasta & sauce; rice, 
beans; baby food and formula; condiments such as 
ketchup, mustard, mayo, peanut butter, jelly; hearty soups 
and chili; crackers, cereal; juice, coffee tea.  Thank you 
for your donations of food each Sunday. 

MEMORIAL POINSETTIAS 

Christmas is fast approaching.  By your loving purchase of 
poinsettias, we can enhance the beauty of our church for 
the Christmas services.  Sign up in the lower vestibule 
following the service for the next three Sundays.  There 
will be an insert listing the donors and those memorialized 
or honored in the Christmas week Herald.  The suggested 
donation for a poinsettia is $15, although a donation of 
any amount is welcome.  The flowers may be given to 
shut-ins, or picked up after the Christmas Eve services or 
the following Sunday.  Volunteers will be welcomed to 
take flowers to shut-ins following the Christmas Sunday 
service. 
 



 
 

 

Our Third Annual Intergenerational 

Advent Workshop 

Sunday, November 30
th

 following worship 

 

Children, youth, and adults of all ages are warmly invited to come to Allerton Hall after 

worship on the Sunday after Thanksgiving (the first Sunday in Advent!) for a wonderful event.  

We’ll have Advent and Christmas crafts including cookie decoration, ornament making, Advent 

wreath construction, and more.  Crafts will be geared towards different ages and abilities—there 

should be something for everyone to enjoy.  We’ll experience the joy of the season as well as 

the gift of Christian community.  A simple soup & bread lunch will be served.  This is a 

wonderful opportunity to welcome the special season of Advent before we get caught up in the 

hectic busyness of December.  We do hope you’ll join us for this fun event. 

 

 

 

 


