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Dear Friends, 

 This is one of those years when there is no intervening Sunday between Thanksgiving and the beginning of 

Advent.  That means that our beautiful harvest table is to be dismantled right after our Thanksgiving Day 

celebrations in order to be replaced by Advent wreath and greens.  I greatly prefer the separation of the two events 

by one Sunday, but that’s the way the calendar works. 

 There have been many who have expressed what a very special service it was on Thanksgiving Sunday.  It 

was a solemn and joyous service.  The baptisms were somehow signs of the season.  We were inspired by the 

presence and responsiveness of the many children who gathered in front of the harvest table for the Children’s 

Message.  The choir was magnificent in its performance of Thanksgiving pieces, as were the organ prelude and 

postlude.  When the choir sang “All Is Well” there was the feeling that, indeed, all really is well despite the anxieties 

we all feel this year.  The congregation was attentive and fully involved during the entire service and seemed to 

project an aura of thankfulness.  It was a grand experience!  We sing “The Breaking Waves Dashed High” better 

than any congregation! 

 On Thanksgiving Day I will have been honored once again by playing the role of the Elder Brewster in The 

Pilgrim’s Progress.  I take that role with great seriousness.  I can almost transport myself back in time to 1621 as our 

forbearers made their solemn walk to The Fort Meetinghouse for worship.  Thanksgiving is more to me than a 

national harvest festival; it is a time of religious celebration of the rich blessings we enjoy even when we are 

experiencing challenges in so many areas of life.  Thanksgiving dinner with family and friends is for me, as I think it 

was for Pilgrims, a time to give thanks to God for the blessings of survival and for the festive joy there is in 

covenant-keeping.  I love Thanksgiving!   

 I also greatly enjoy the Open House at The Church of the Pilgrimage on Thanksgiving Day.  The Open 

House is an offering of hospitality to those who make their own pilgrimage to Plymouth to be in the place where 

mere human beings greatly inspired, were able to establish a vision of hope which lingers as the basis of hope for 

years to come. 

 Now we welcome the Advent Season. We make our preparations for the holy child whose birth represents 

new hope in each of us every time we remind ourselves of God’s continual coming to us.  Come, Come Emmanuel!                                                                                                  

Love, 
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O N  O U R  C A L E N D A R  

Nov. 30-The First Sunday in Advent:  Morning worship 
10:00am, Rev. Heather A. Moody preaching.  Advent 
Worship in Allerton Hall following morning worship.  
The first session of an Advent Study will meet in the JRC 
Conference Room from 11:30am-12:30pm.  Rev. Marks 
will lead the class.  Pilgrim Festival Chorus concert in the 
sanctuary, 3:00pm. 
Dec. 1: Monday Meals of Hospitality in Allerton Hall, 
11am-1pm.  
Dec. 2:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am.  
The Advisory Board, Board of Trustees and the 
Stewardship Committee will meet jointly in the JRC 
Stewart Room at 7:00pm.  The Missions Committee will 
meet in the JRC Conference Room at 7:00pm. 
Dec. 3:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am 
The ÒGod Is Still SpeakingÓ Bible Study will meet in he 
JRC Conference room at 10:00am.  Newcomers are 
welcome.  Evening Prayer Service in the sanctuary 
7:00pm-7:30pm.  Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm in the 
sanctuary.   
Dec. 4:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 
9:30am.  The Christian Committee will meet in The 
Robinson Center at 7:00pm. 
Dec. 5:  Our Office Administrator, Shellie Souza, is taking 
a vacation day.  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 
9:30am.  Town Tree Lighting-Open House at The Church 
of the Pilgrimage, 5:00-8:00pm. 
Dec. 6:  Farwell Service for the Rev. Mally Lloyd at The 
Christ Episcopal Church. 
Coming Events:   

Dec. 7:  The Rev. Chuck Harper will preach and hold a 

book-signing during the Coffee Hour.  His new book of 

poetry is entitled, Sorting Things Out. 

Dec. 9: The Advisory Board will meet in the JRC 

Conference Room at 7:00pm. 

Dec. 20:  Forefather’s Day Banquet at The Raddison 

Hotel.   

Dec. 21: Forefather’s Day.  Christmas Sunday Family 

Service, 10:00am in the sanctuary. 

Dec. 24-Christmas Eve:  Family Service with Living 

Nativity in the sanctuary, 7:00pm.  Candlelight Service 

with Lesson and Carols and Holy Communion in the 

sanctuary at 11:30pm. 

Dec. 25:  Merry Christmas!  

C H U R C H  R E C O R D  

Baptisms:  On November 23, 2008 Jack Joseph 
Marshall, son of Melanie Joe (Germaine) and John 
Anthony Marshall, was baptized during the Sunday 
service.  On November 23, 2008 Emily Jane Burns, 
daughter of Stephen and Stacey (Germaine) Burns, was 
baptized during the Sunday service. 

                   N o t e s                   

Helen Belcher is now residing at Plymouth Crossing. 

Congratulations to Ted and Laura Stearns Flynn on the 
arrival of their son Jack William Flynn. 

Our Thanksgiving Sunday Service was lovely and 
uplifting.  We again thank Ruth Fry and Nancy Stearns 
for the beautiful harvest table.  Paul SinnÕs bulletin covers 
were colorful, meaningful and much appreciated.  The 
choirÕs music was majestic and deeply moving. We have 
much for which to be thankful! 

Town-wide Christmas tree lighting will be held on 
Friday, December 5th from 5pm to about 8pm.  Our church 
will hold an open house in Allerton Hall as a part of the 
town-wide tree lighting event.  We hope to see you there!   

Drapes, fluted wooden rod with finials and brackets and 
hardware, available for a modest donation.  The curtains 
are cream and dark red, tab top, 62 inches.  The rod is 
approximately six feet.  Formerly in the pastorÕs study, so 
they have an excellent provenance.  Call the church office 
if interested. 

The flowers on the right are given in loving memory of 
Linda Prentice Cadorette. Given by her family. The 
flowers on the communion table are given in loving 
memory of Beverly Correa and Richard Correa.  Given by 
Walter Correa, husband and father. 

CONFIRMATION NEWS  
Our next Confirmation meeting will be Sunday, December 
7th from 11:45-1:15p.m.  Confirmands & Mentors, if you 
havenÕt yet watched and discussed the movie Contact, you 
need to do so right away! 

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP OVERVIEW 

We had a great time going bowling last Sunday!  We are 
working on planning our December Jr. High Youth Group 
activity, so stay tuned for more information.  Looking 
ahead, we will once again be making Super Sub 
sandwiches on the day of the Super Bowl which is 
scheduled for Sunday, February 1st.  

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP OVERVIEW  

Our next Senior High Youth Group Activity will be 
Saturday, December 6

th
 from ** 10a.m. to 1p.m.** 

at the Plymouth Food Warehouse in the 

**Industrial Park** (not Cordage Park as was 
mistakenly printed on the flyer mailed two weeks 
ago) We’ll be unloading & sorting food collected 
during a food drive at local grocery stores and 
businesses.  We welcome all 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th 
graders to join us!  
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT SIGN UP 
ParentsÑ the Christian Education Committee has posted a 
sign-up sheet for the Christmas Pageant.  Children and 
youth interested in being sheep, shepherds, angels, magi, 
etc. will need to sign up for their part as soon as possible.  
WeÕll have a costume fitting session after worship on 
Sunday, December 14th with rehearsal to follow worship 
on Sunday, December 21st.  

MEMORIAL POINSETTIAS 

Christmas is fast approaching.  By your loving purchase of 
poinsettias, we can enhance the beauty of our church for 
the Christmas services.  Sign up in the lower vestibule 
following the service for the next two Sundays.  There 
will be an insert listing the donors and those memorialized 
or honored in the Christmas week Herald.  The suggested 
donation for a poinsettia is $15, although a donation of 
any amount is welcome.  The flowers may be given to 
shut-ins, or picked up after the Christmas Eve services or 
the following Sunday.  Volunteers will be welcomed to 
take flowers to shut-ins following the Christmas Sunday 
service. 

Pilgrim Association.  Installation of Rev. Ms. Judith 
Martowska on Sunday, December 14, 2008 beginning at 
3:00pm.  East Weymouth Congregational Church, 1320 
Commercial Street, East Weymouth, MA 02189-2216 
starting at 3:00pm.  Following the installation there will be 
a reception in the Church Hall.   

The Church of The Pilgrimage Annual Toy Drive!

Tis the Season Of Giving... 
The Church of The Pilgrimage will be 
holding it's annual toy drive to help 
families in need. We will be working once 

again helping The Plymouth Area Coalition 
for the Homeless in Kingston, MA. There will be 

a small Christmas tree located in Allerton Hall with tags 
attached with different priced gifts that need to be bought 
for our families in need this year.  Please, if you are able, 
stop buy and take a tag off the tree. Purchased items may 
be sent back to church the next two weeks, with tag taped 
to gift, UNWRAPPED. We will have a box labeled in 
Allerton Hall to put items in. Any questions or if you are 
not planning on being in church in the next few weeks and 
would like to participate, please call or email me at 
LMCURTIN@COMCAST.NET or 508-746-7761 if you 
would like to help with this wonderful gift of giving.  
Thank you,  
Laura Curtin 
 
 
 
 
 

 
M I S S I O N S  &  O U T R E A C H  N E W S  

Missions Christmas Fair.  The Missions Committee will 
be sponsoring a Christmas Fair in Allerton Hall following 
the service on both Sunday, December 7th and Sunday, 
December 14th.  We will be proudly selling gifts from both 
SERRV (Sales Exchange for Refugee Rehabilitation and 
Vocation) and the Emancipation Network (dedicated to 
fighting human trafficking and modern day slavery).  We 
will also be selling Equal Exchange coffee, chocolate, and 
hot chocolate mix.  As many of you already know, all of 
these organizations provide wonderful gifts for justice-
minded givers and recipients.  The majority of gifts are 
reasonably priced and very special.  
Time to look through your Linen Closets!  The 
Missions Committee needs clean sheets for single beds 
(pillow cases, top sheets, fitted sheetsÑ anything you no 
longer use!).  Please leave donated linens behind the piano 
in the back of Allerton Hall.  These will be used by the 
homeless men during our Overnights of Hospitality week 
at the end of December and in 2009. 
Overnights of Hospitality.  We need YOU! The Missions 
Committee needs members of our congregation to 
overnight host or to make desserts and salads for our next 
week of Hospitality (Dec. 28-Jan. 2).  Please call Meg 
Bross at 508-830-9745 (megbross@verizon.net) or Sarah 
Barnicle at 508-747-5531 (SeasideEditing@gmail.com) if 
youÕd like to volunteer.  If you would like to know what 
working with the homeless men of Plymouth is like, we 
would be happy to answer your questions and address 
your concerns. 
Food Collection. All types of non-perishable food are 
needed for the Plymouth Food Warehouse.  The following 
food basics are especially needed:  canned items such as 
fruit, vegetables, tuna, chicken and ham; macaroni & 
cheese; pasta & sauce; rice, beans; baby food and formula; 
condiments such as ketchup, mustard, mayo, peanut 
butter, jelly; hearty soups and chili; crackers, cereal; juice, 
coffee tea.  Thank you for your donations of food each 
Sunday. 
Kayak Raffle.  The Plymouth Taskforce for the Homeless 
is raffling a new Old Town Cayuga 130 Kayak.  The 
kayak retails for over $939, but tickets are only $15 (2 for 
$25, 4 for $50).  Only 500 tickets will be sold.  The 
drawing will be held when all tickets are sold or June 4, 
2009.  For more information, call Judy Erikson at 508-
747-0022 or pick up the entry form and addressed 
envelope on the bulletin board near the Crib Room.     

To view the canoe, go to: 
www.oldtowncanoe.com/kayaks/recreation_touring/cayuga_cay
uga_130.html. 
 



 
 

Our Third Annual Intergenerational 

Advent Workshop 

This Sunday, November 30
th

 following worship 

Children, youth, and adults of all ages are warmly invited to come to Allerton Hall 

after worship this Sunday (the first Sunday in Advent!) for a wonderful event.  

We’ll have Advent and Christmas crafts including cookie decoration, ornament 

making, Advent wreath construction, and more.  Crafts will be geared towards 

different ages and abilities—there should be something for everyone to enjoy.  

We’ll experience the joy of the season as well as the gift of Christian community.  

A simple soup & bread lunch will be served.  This is a wonderful opportunity to 

welcome the special season of Advent before we get caught up in the hectic busy-

ness of December.  We do hope you’ll join us for this fun event. 

 

 

 


