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Dear Friends, 

 Last Monday I stopped by the church to check in on our Monday Meals of Hospitality program.  I saw Jesus’ 

injunction to serve the needy and hungry in action.  There were many church volunteers serving a hot meal and 

making sandwiches to go.  The volunteers were treated kindly and they were kindly to their patrons.  It was a lovely 

event, a labor of love, an act of Christian outreach in as local a way as possible.  The meal was inviting and 

nutritious.  I greatly enjoyed the meal as I dined with a few of our homeless neighbors and others. 

 Also at that gathering Nate Moore and his father, Dr. Don Moore, were administering free flu shots to the 

homeless and others who wanted them.  Nate checked us in and his physician father gave us the injections.  Yes, I 

got not only a free meal but a free flu shot as well.  I guess there is such a thing as a free lunch once in a while, at 

least.  But, I got a flu shot in the bargain!  I’m not sure how many shots were administered, but I saw quite a few 

receiving them while I was in Allerton Hall.  The flu inoculation program will continue on Monday, October 20th, as 

well.  I hope you’ll be able to thank Nate and Don for their generosity and concern for the less fortunate in our 

community. 

 It made me quite proud to be one of the pastors of our church and my heart filled with gratitude to witness a 

great number of our church family members doing a remarkably good thing.  It was uplifting for me to watch 

dedicated people who not only cite Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, but who routinely put it into action on the level 

places of life where people are in need.  In very concrete ways, in cheerful ways, our church people were showing in 

quite unassuming ways that the presence of Jesus is made real by those who are present to do his work. 

 We have made terrific strides in resent years in our missions ministry.  We are involved in global ministries 

through our giving to U.C.C. programs, our support for Heifer Project, and locally through support for Habitat for 

Humanity and our soon to be resumed Overnights of Hospitality.  I have also been able to minister to needs 

confidentially through my, and the church’s, Pastor’s Discretionary Account.  (That account, alas, is nearly 

depleted). 

 I like the bumper sticker which reads: “Think globally, act locally.”  I am inspired by those who put that 

worthy notion into action.  I am deeply impressed, too, by our volunteers who seek no praise for what they do.  If I 

mention what a true witness they are making, they usually respond with something like, “We’re and doing what is 

right.” 

 God bless you! 

Love, 

©The Church of the Pilgrimage in Plymouth, MA Inc., all rights reserved. 
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O N  O U R  C A L E N D A R  

Oct. 19:  Morning worship 10:00am, Rev. Gary L. Marks 

preaching.  Junior Choir sings.  Cherub Choir rehearsal.  

The Ministry Team will meet in the Robinson Center 

following worship. 

Oct. 20:  Monday Meals of Hospitality in Allerton Hall, 

11am-1pm.  

Oct. 21:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am.  

The Board of Trustees will meet at 7pm in the JRC 

Conference Room.  

Oct. 22:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 

9:30am. Wednesday Evening Prayer Service in the 

sanctuary 7:00pm-7:30pm.  Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm in 

the sanctuary. 

Oct. 23:  The Stewardship Committee will meet in the 

JRC Conference Room at 7:00pm.   

Oct. 24:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 

9:30am.  Harvest Fair Set-up in both church buildings. 

Oct. 25:  Harvest Fair and Luncheon. 

Coming Events: 

Oct. 26: Reformation Sunday.  CROP Walk. 

Oct. 27:  The By-Law Review Committee will meet in the 

JRC at 7:30pm. 

Oct. 28:  The Advisory Board will meet at 7:00pm in the 

JRC Conference Room. 

Nov. 1:  The Massachusetts Conference of The United 

Church of Christ will meet in Worchester. 

Nov. 2:  During morning worship recent memorial gifts to 

the church will be dedicated.  The Church of the 

Pilgrimage will be host to guests in the Overnights of 

Hospitality program. 

  

C H U R C H  R E C O R D  

Hospitalized:  Jordan Hospital, Edith Whiting and Grant 

Axford.  Recuperating at Plymouth Life Care following 

surgery, Sandi Moreland.  Recuperating at home 

following surgery, Bonnie Wood. 

GREETERS-Brian and Connie Lawn. 

FLOWERS-In loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. 

Knight Jr. and Phillip S. Cronin. Given by the Cronin 

Family. 

There are no flowers scheduled for the sanctuary on 

Sunday, November 2nd.  If you would like to donate 

flowers for the service please call or email the church 

office by Monday, October 27th.   

                      N o t e s                   

If you are interested in becoming a member of The Church 

of the Pilgrimage, please contact the church office or 

speak to Rev. Marks. Rev. Marks offers a New Member 

Class when several people have indicated an interest in 

membership. 

Reminder:  Items for the Pilgrimage Herald must be 

submitted to the church office by Tuesday in order to be 

included in the coming week’s issue. 

Though the schedule is not determined, Gary will lead a 

new Wednesday Morning Bible Study in The Robinson 

Center, 10:00-11:00am.  The group may meet on a bi-

weekly basis, but as I say, that is not yet a fixed routine.  

The Bible Study will be based upon a U.C.C. produced 

guide entitled, Stillspeaking Bible Study.  The phrase, 

“God is still speaking” was created as a 21st century 

version of our congregations first pastor, John Robinson 

most cited words.  Robinson said in 1620, “There is yet 

more light and truth to break out of God’s holy Word.”  

Our Bible Study will delve into biblical texts in an effort 

to discern what God is still trying to speak to us in today’s 

topsy-turvy world.  Please try to join us. (Gary) 

The Wednesday Evening Prayer gatherings are based 

upon scripture readings, a brief meditative reading and a 

period of silent prayer.  Those who attend these half hour 

services find them to be a significant spiritual respite amid 

the demands and challenges of their busy lives.  Perhaps 

that sounds good to you.  If it does, please join us. (Gary) 

Due to rising utility costs we will be keeping the 

temperatures at specific levels to maximize efficiency.  

Only Tony is to make changes to any thermostat, and 

anyone with a question can contact any member of the 

Board of Trustees.  Additionally, any efforts made to hold 

meetings in church member’s homes will be 

appreciated…and more fun! . 

 

CONFIRMATION NEWS 

Confirmands and Mentors—Rev. Heather has emailed you 

discussion questions for the movie Contact.  Each 

Confirmand should get together with her Mentor to watch 

and discuss this movie by the end of October.  

Confirmands, remember that our next meeting is Sunday, 

October 26th from 11:30-1:00p.m.  We’ll be traveling to 

an outdoor location, so be sure to wear warm comfortable 

clothes and good walking shoes.  

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP OVERVIEW 

We invite all 6th, 7th, and 8th graders to join us for a 

morning of FUN and SERVICE this Saturday, October 

18
th

.  We’ll meet at church at 9am and drive to South 

Plymouth for an OUTDOOR SERVICE PROJECT for a 

Plymouth senior resident.  Be sure to wear comfortable, 

warm clothes that can get dirty.  Bring work gloves if you 

have them as well as a rake and/or pruning shears. We 

hope you’ll join us and bring a friend! 
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SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP OVERVIEW 

Building on the fantastic success of this past summer’s 

senior high mission trip, we are working hard at planning 

some AWESOME activities that include mini-mission 

projects, movies, and maybe even visiting another church 

like the one we attended in North Carolina.  This year we 

will meet once a month and we’ll be joining with the 

senior high youth group from Second Church in Manomet.  

If you are in 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th grade, we want YOU to 

come this Sunday, October 19
th

 to the Youth Room in 

the John Robinson Center from 5-7p.m. Come enjoy 

pizza, some cool interactive games and activities, and hear 

about what we’ve got planned for this year.  And by all 

means, bring a friend! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING 

This year’s theme for our Sunday School Offering is 

“Feed My Sheep”, taken from Jesus’ commandment to 

the apostle Peter (John 21:15-17).  Jesus tells Peter that if 

he loves Jesus, he will feed Jesus’ sheep.  Many working 

families in Plymouth are truly struggling to have enough 

money to pay for food.  We want to teach our children that 

1.)Jesus wants us to do something about this, 2.)We can 

help, and 3.)We help because we love Jesus and this is a 

way for us to show that love.  If your children come with 

you when you go grocery shopping, invite each of them to 

pick out a healthy non-perishable item that they can bring 

for their Sunday morning offering.   This is a wonderful 

way to teach the spiritual practice of sharing.  This 

offering will go to the Plymouth Food Warehouse which 

in turn supports numerous food banks throughout 

Plymouth as well as neighboring communities.   

MISSIONS & OUTREACH NEWS-------------------------- 

Overnights of Hospitality:  Heartfelt thanks to all who 

have heard the call to service and will be volunteering to 

help the homeless during the first week of Overnights.  

We have filled all the cooking/serving and hosting slots.  

If you or someone you know would like to volunteer for a 

week in the future, please call Sarah Barnicle at 508-747-

5531 or Meg Bross at 508-830-9745.  If you would like to 

know what the experience is like, we can direct you to 

experienced volunteers during any coffee hour after 

church.  Join us! 

Food Collection: Families of children 

attending Church School on Sundays 

are reminded that each child should be 

bringing a non-perishable food item to 

donate.  Everyone else is also invited 

to put donations of such items in the 

red bins on the landings in the church 

foyer.  The Plymouth Food Warehouse is very low on 

supplies and needs our help.  All types of non-perishable 

food are needed.  The following food basics are especially 

needed:  canned fruit, canned tuna, chicken, and ham, 

macaroni and cheese, pasta and sauce, rice, beans, canned 

vegetables, baby food and formula (with current dates), 

condiments such as ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise, peanut 

butter, jelly, hearty soups and chili, crackers, cereal, juice, 

coffee and tea.  Please remember to bring a few cans or 
boxes to church on Sunday. 

 
 

You’ve Been Waiting, It’s Here…Cropwalk 2008! 

At 39 years of age, the CROP (Communities Responding 

to Overcome Poverty) Walk is one of the oldest 

Community charity walks in the world.  Created and 

sponsored by the Church World Service, a ministry of 35 

interfaith Denominations providing self-help, disaster 

relief, and refugee assistance in 80 countries, CROP walk 

funds provide tools, from seeds to technical training and 

micro-enterprise loans, to empower the hungry to help 

themselves.  And, up to 25% of the funds raised go to help 

fight poverty in our own Community. 

The 2008 Plymouth CROP Walk occurs Sunday, October 

26 at 12:30pm beginning at Zion Lutheran Church, across 

from the Cordage in North Plymouth.  The Walk occurs 

along 2 possible routes through Plymouth, a 3! or a 6-

mile loop, chosen by the walkers depending on their 

stamina. 

Last year The Church of the Pilgrimage was #5 out of 8 

participating Plymouth Churches in raising contributions 

for CROP Walk.  We all like to compete; Win for Good.  

Let’s have a Friendly Competition.  Let’s increase our 

efforts this year to show the other Churches how seriously 

we view World Hunger by increasing our contributions.  

We could place #4 or even #3 with a little effort. 

Please contribute generously by being a Walker for CROP 

Walk 2008 or giving to a Walker to combat Hunger.  See 

Gordon Campbell at grampas@comcast.net or Doug 

Hagen at dhag777@comcast.net or 508-746-6392, or visit 

our table after Sunday Services to sign-up to help.  Thank 

you all so very much for your kind generosity.                                                                                       
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It's almost here The Church of The Pilgrimage Annual Harvest Fair is scheduled for Saturday October 

25, 2008 from 9:30 - 2 PM.   Harvest Fair Luncheon 11-2 in Allerton Hall 
Drop off dates: Tuesday October 22 from 9-11am and Thursday October 24 from 12:30-2:30 at  the JRC 
Set up will be on Friday October 24th from 8:30 am until it's done! 

We would love to have anyone that is free for a few hours that day to lend a hand. We are in need of people to 
help with unloading cars to keep traffic moving outside, also people to help sort and set up tables for the fair, 
and smiling, happy people who whistle while they work! 
Thank you all for your help filling our wish list for the fair. We had a great response. Thank you! Thank you!! 
Reminder: Raffle tickets are still on sale. There are over 40 prizes to be won this year for our 6/$5.00 
chances! Please see Suzanne Anderson and Austin Curtin after church during coffee hour this week. 
Questions? Please call Laura Curtin @ 508-746-7761 or email lmcurtin@comcast.net 
 
PIE CALLING:  I am collecting a tally of all the fruit pies made to date.  If you have made any fruit pies for 
the fair, please call or email me with number and kind (ex. 2 apple and 1 blueberry).  Having a count ahead of 
time will make things considerably easier for my Pie Department.  Thank you for your contributions, Jenny:  
508-747-7168, poetick@verizon.net.   

A great thanks to all who helped make the chicken pot pies for the fair.  I had an excellent crew both days and 
together we made 70 pies!  Many handsÉ 

 


