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Dear Friends,

The great theologian of the last century, Karl Barth, said that the preacher should proclaim the gospel
with the Bible in one hand and the newspaper in the other. I confess that I watch and read much that is in the
news, perhaps too much. I am keenly interested in what is happening in the world because I care so much about
the present and the future. Of course, ['ve always tried to be advised by the Bible and the many ways it
addresses the world God created and loves.

The stories in the Bible are unafraid to demonstrate the weaknesses in human nature which tend to
produce distress and chaos when God’s presence is ignored or even taken lightly. The Bible stories and history
are ever relating what happens to us as a race when greed, avarice and self-interests become the primary factors
which motivate our actions and behaviors. I have heard hundreds of times the mantra which characterizes our
secular mood: “Look out for number one.” I’ve heard that mantra for most of my adult life. Yet, something
deep within my soul flinches and shrinks every time I’ve heard it.

That is partly due to the fact that a part of me believes the “look out for number one” philosophy. I'm
not proud of that part of me. Yet, the pressures are enormous to think that only what matters to me is really
what matters. That is folly.

The recent news of economic disaster frightens all of us. Such factors, whether we say so or not, define
us. We can’t help ourselves, really. We need to pay our bills, hope to educate our children, seek the rewards of
hard work, pursue our pleasures, enjoy our retirement, have enough to survive with meaning in our maturity,
etc.

office@8townsquare.org

The bottom line is security, the dollar, the almighty dollar. Yet, the news is startling about what is
happening to us because of what is happening in the world economic crisis. We as people are being forced to
consider anew what our priorities are and to face questions about what we really value and not just what we say
we value.

The Bible addresses the daily news with its ancient message that there is something holy, God, who
must be acknowledged above all other earthly matters. Failure to do so means that we place ourselves and our
values above God and, if the Bible is right that leads to all kinds of problems for our race and world.

Let me know what you think about these reflections. I think, however, that there are many ways in
which God is still trying to get us to get our priorities in order.

Love,
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ON OUR CALENDAR

Sept. 28-Habitat for Humanity Sunday. Morning
worship 10am, Rev. Gary L. Marks preaching. The
Cherub Choir will sing. The Junior Choir will rehearse
after morning worship. The Pilgrim Association Fall
Meeting will be held on September 28, 2008 at 1:30pm,
Second Church in Manomet (UCC).
Sept. 29: Monday Meals of Hospitality in Allerton Hall,
Ilam-1pm.
Sept. 30: Rev. Marks will be in the church office,
9:30am. Oct. 1: Rev. Marks will be in the church office
at 9:30am. Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm in the sanctuary.
Oct. 2: Christian Education Meeting, 7pm, Conference
Room.
Oct. 3: Rev. Marks will be in the church office, 9:30am.
Coming Events:
Oct. 8: Evening Prayer Services resume at 7:00pm in the
sanctuary.

CHURCH RECORD

Hospitalized: Violet Johnson & Billie Fry, Jordan
Hospital. Nancy Scheid, recently hospitalized.

In Memoriam: On September 23 2008 Rev. Marks
officiated at a Memorial Service for Robert I. Ash in the
church sanctuary. Burial was at The National Cemetary in
Bourne. Our sympathies are extended to Bob’s wife,
Barbara.

New Arrival: Dan and Meghan Enos have a new baby
(not named at the printing). The new baby is the
grandchild of Dianna and Arthur Budge.

FLOWERS-The flowers are in celebration of our first
wedding anniversary. Given by Rick and Shellie Souza.

GREETERS-Bob and Louise Brown.
NOTES-

Please let the church office and the ministers know of
pastoral needs. It is helpful to the ministers to know of
hospitalizations, especially our-of-town hospitalizations.

We remind everyone in the church who wishes to place
information in the weekly Herald to make it available to
the church office by Tuesday morning prior to the Sunday
upon which the Herald is dated.

If you are interested in becoming a member of The Church
of the Pilgrimage, please contact the church office or
speak to Rev. Marks. Rev. Marks offer a New Member
Class when several people have indicated an interest in
membership.

Mahlon Walker will be moving to Stafford Hill on
October 1%. His new address is: 60 Stafford Street, Apt.

216, Plymouth, MA 02360. His phone number and email
address will stay the same.

Interest has been indicated in a daytime Bible Study. Rev.
Marks is willing to lead such a study, if enough interest is
shown. The first meeting will be held on October 15™ at
10:00am in the JRC Conference Room. Please let Rev.
Marks know of your interest.

FALL MEETING-PILGRIM DISTRICT WOMEN

Have you ever wondered how Pilgrim District Women,
Pilgrim Association and our neighbors in the Southeast
District connect to one another? Learn how these
connections support us, our home church families,
neighboring communities, and the UCC worldwide. Join
us on Tuesday, October 28 at Halifax Congregational
Church, 503 Plymouth Street, Halifax. Coffee fellowship
at 9:30; Worship and program at 10:00; Luncheon at
12:00. Mark your calendar now and hold the date!
You’re welcome to bring a friend.

CONFIRMATION NEWS

Confirmands and Mentors—Rev. Heather has emailed you
discussion questions for the movie Contact. Each
Confirmand should get together with her Mentor to watch
and discuss this movie by the end of October.
Confirmands, remember that our next meeting is Sunday,
October 26™ from 11:30-1:00p.m. We’ll be traveling to
an outdoor location, so be sure to wear warm comfortable
clothes and good walking shoes.

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP OVERVIEW

This year we will be meeting once a month for a particular
activity focused around the themes of having fun,
community building, and service. Although our
scheduling will fluctuate slightly from month to month,
we are going to meet primarily on Sundays after worship.
We invite all 6™, 7, and 8" graders to join us!

Our Kick-Off meeting will be ***this Sunday,
September 28"™*** (There was a misprint on last weekO:s
flyer sent out with the HeraldWe’re going to Sauchuk
Farm in Plympton to go on a hayride and explore a corn
maze! Be sure to pack a lunch and bring $9.00.
(Scholarships are available—do not let cost keep you from
coming and having a great time with us!) The hayride and
maze last about 2-3 hours, so plan on being gone from
11:30-3:00p.m. Parents, your child will need a signed
permission slip in order to go.

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP OVERVIEW

Building on the fantastic success of this past summer’s
senior high mission trip, we are working hard at planning
some AWESOME activities that include mini-mission
projects, movies, and maybe even visiting another church
like the one we attended in North Carolina. This year we
will meet once a month and we’ll be joining with the
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senior high youth group from Second Church in Manomet.
Mark your calendars now for our kick-off meeting:
Sunday, October 19" from 5-7p.m. in the Youth Room
in the John Robinson Center. We warmly invite all 9",
10", 11", and 12™ graders to join us, and bring a friend!

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING

This year’s theme for our Sunday School Offering is
“Feed My Sheep”, taken from Jesus’ commandment to
the apostle Peter (John 21:15-17). Jesus tells Peter that if
he loves Jesus, he will feed Jesus’ sheep. Many working
families in Plymouth are truly struggling to have enough
money to pay for food. We want to teach our children that
1.)Jesus wants us to do something about this, 2.)We can
help, and 3.)We help because we love Jesus and this is a
way for us to show that love. If your children come with
you when you go grocery shopping, invite each of them to
pick out a healthy non-perishable item that they can bring
for their Sunday morning offering. This is a wonderful
way to teach the spiritual practice of sharing. This
offering will go to the Plymouth Food Warehouse which
in turn supports numerous food banks throughout
Plymouth as well as neighboring communities.

LOOKING AHEAD....Rev. Heather will be away Thursday,
October 2"—Sunday, October 5™ as she travels to Red
Oak, lIowa to conduct a wedding for her dear friend and
seminary classmate, UCC minister Rev. Elizabeth Dilley.
Rev. Heather will also be away on retreat October 7"-12".

2008 ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

We made $3300 for the church’s general operating
budget, and had a wonderful time doing it! The slightly
cool temperature was great for golf. Bob and Carol
Taylor, and John Mitchell, took first place, but the rest of
the teams weren’t far behind. In all, 17 golfers enjoyed
the competition and camaraderie of the day. Gordon
Campbell, in full uniform, stared us with a bang, while
Midge Cronin ran the 50/50 hole in a red hard hat. Ann
Motyka and Jim Hayter took prizes for the longest drives,
and John Mitchell was “closest to the pin.” Gay Flood’s
number was on the golf ball dropped by the helicopter, so
she’ll be getting her cash prize even though she couldn’t
attend. Golfers and non-golfers enjoyed a delicious meal
together on the deck at Souther’s Marsh. Please thank our
generous hole sponsors (listed elsewhere in the Herald).
They are true friends of The Church of the Pilgrimage.
Oh, and mark your calendars for next year’s tournament:
Saturday, September 19, 2009. See you there! Judy
Mitchell and Mike Harrington

MISSIONS & OUTREACH NEWS

Overnights of Hospitality Volunteer Training: We will
soon be starting our 5™ season for the Overnights of
Hospitality program. We are looking forward to working

with those of you who have volunteered in the past to be
hosts (chaperones) and/or meal providers.

As the site coordinator begin to set up their schedules, we
need to know who is available for volunteering. So,
please let us know if you are or are not still willing to
participate. Also, let us know if you are a host and/or
meal volunteer and when you are available.

There will be a training for new volunteers on Sunday,
October 5™ in Allerton Hall at the Church of the
Pilgrimage, Town Square, beginning at 7pm. Experienced
volunteers, of course, are also invited to attend. In fact,
bring your friends!

We encourage anyone who is interested in cooking,
serving or hosting to contact Sarah Barnicle at 508-747-
5531. OQur first week of hosting will be Sunday,
November 2 through the morning of November 9. All
dates are open for meal makers and hosts.

We need YOU! During coffee hour on Sunday,
September 28", we will be signing up cooks, servers, and
overnight hosts for the first week of hosting our homeless
guests in need. (Nov 2 through Nov 9). If you won’t be
able to cook, serve, or stay overnight with us, donations of
paper goods are always appreciated (paper napkins, strong
plastic silverware, paper cups, paper plates).

Neighbors in Need: Next week, October 5", we will be
receiving the Neighbors in Need offering, which supports
the United Church of Christ’s ministries of justice and
compassion throughout the United States. Two-thirds of
the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness
Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national
justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service
projects. One-third of the offering supports the UCC’s
Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM).

School Supplies: Thanks to everyone who donated
school supplies in our green bins in the foyer. These will
be delivered to the family shelter in Kingston to make sure
the kids there have everything they need for the school
year. We will continue to collect supplies and respond to
requests from the shelter over the course of the school
year. If you have any questions, Carol Johnson or anyone
on the Missions Committee would be happy to help you.
Food Collection: We are doing very well regarding food
collections for the Plymouth Food Warehouse this year.
Keep up the great work! We’re always very proud to
announce that our sizeable donations come from The
Church of the Pilgrimage. To all children attending
church school: Please remember to bring a can or a box of
food for the hungry! Paper goods are also always
accepted. Please leave your donations in the red bins in
the foyer.




HARVEST FAIR

There will be a brief meeting of the Harvest Fair during junior choir rehearsal in the upper vestibule of

the church. We welcome all who are interested in helping plan this important fundraiser. Our annual

Harvest Fair scheduled for Octol#%,2008 from 9:30arr2pmis in full swing!! This week tickets for

our raffle will go on sale As always we will have the two separate tickets to be purchased. The 6/$5.00
tickets and the special drawing tickétatare $10 a ticket (only 100 sold). Ydon't want to miss buying
tickets this year. Thanks to Karen Cruz Bianchi we have many great prizes to be won! Be sure to check
out the list at coffee hour.

Also, please keep in mind all our regular tables if you are cleaning out and have things yolikerdald
donate. Our color theme table is the color RED this year.

| ask as always that you please call me if you are in need of me picking things up for you before the fair.
We can set up a mutual time that is conveni@nine to do so. | also ask thaiu please do not drop

things off at the church unless | have arranged to meet you there. Our church secretary and ministers are
busy enough without taking on my responsibilities of the harvesafairwe do rent out space upstairs

and it is not fair thiathey be disturbed. Thank you for your cooperation!

The holiday table is in need of crafts!! In the past we have had some beautiful donations of wreaths, fall
arrangements, little sheep, snowflake ornaments, and many more. We would appreciate aay of thes
donations again this year, or anythimgndmaddaving to do with fall, Christmagr any other holiday.

This Sunday, after the Harvest Fair meeting | will be having a small workshop for anyone interested. This
will be a time for the children to work ahings for their table, and also some other crafts that just need
hands to helpCome for a little while or longer and bring your lunch. We would love to have you join in
some fellowship.

As always if you have any questions please call me or email ime@ttin @comcast.neind 508746-

7761.

Thanks for your time and we'll see you in church!

~Laura Curtin

Many hands make light work! Please consider lending a hand to put together chicken pot pies
for the clurch fair. They are a huge seller (I already have people ordering them!)! No culinary
experience necessary; all training will be provided free of charge.

Volunteers may be asked to bring some supplies such as a gallon of milk, a few pounds of cut
carmots, a bag of peas (see, you could do that!), a pound of butter. . . There are two opportunities
to join in the fun and fellowship of making these pies: Friday Oct 10 noon to 3pm: making pie
crust at my house (some experience would be helpful hereabutlilling to train anyone
interested). Lunch will be provided. Saturday Oct. 11 9 to 2 (maybe sooner if we get enough
help) in Allerton Hall. You need not commit to the whole day; any portion of it would be
welcome. Bread will be provided for sustece.

Please see me after church, call (3d8-7168), or email (poetick@verizon.net) if you can help

in any way. Thanks, Jenny

The Harvest Fair Luncheon has a new menu. We will offer a choice of three soups: chili,

chicken, and butternut squash witlhodl, beverage and cookie or a hotdog or sandwich, chips,
beverage and cookie. | will be at the same table with Laura after church on Sunday with a sign
up sheet asking for volunteers to help with cooking, serving,-tipgwe could cut costs if we
useddishes instead of plastic if there was someone to man the dishwasher) etc. Any questions or
suggestions call me at 508 7-6460 or see me on Sunday. Thanks! Suzanne Anderson
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A Day With Martha Grace Reese
Saturday, November 152008
9:00am-3:00pm, United Congregational Church
6 Institute Road, Worcester, MA

Who: Martha Grace Reese completed a 4-year Lily Study of Evangelism in Mainline Protestant Churches, and
her remarkable book, Unbinding the Gospel, focuses on how congregations can reclaim the lost art of
evangelism.

Why: Learn how to help your congregation share their faith and invite others to church.

What: Learn a proven system of practical steps of faith sharing, prayer, worship and planning that will
energize your congregation into new life.

How: To be eligible for this workshop, a pastor and a team of at least five lay people must read and do the
exercises in Unbinding the Gospel. There will be follow-up coaching of teams after this event.

To get started: Contact Doug Post or Linn Peterson. Purchase Unbinding the Gospel at Amazon.com.

Sponsored by the Commission for Evangelism and
Congregational Vitality of the
Massachusetts Conference, United Church of Christ.
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WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




