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Dear Friends,

Happy New Year! This is the first Pastor’s Letter that [ will have written in 2009. There was much
about 2008 for which we may say “good riddance!” Still, another year has passed and the older I get the more I
hate to see the passing of the years. 2008, however, was a year in which we as a nation and a world began to
realize that an ill-managed economy based upon greed and over consumption has caused predictable losses for
almost everyone. We have been, as my grandparents used to say, eating too high off the hog. I’m sure that as
time goes by we will find increasing stories of how many have been willing participants in all kinds of
chicanery for the love of money. The year 2008 has given renewed credence to St. Paul’s observation in
I Timothy 6:10: “For the love of money is the root of all evils; it is through this craving that some have
wandered away from the faith and pierced their hearts with many pangs.

This, however, is 2009 and a new year symbolically gives us an opportunity to see things in the light of
positive change. Soon we will inaugurate a new president of The United States. That event is looked upon with
great optimism by people the world over. The election of president elect Obama, historic by any measure, is
also providing hope for people around the globe that protracted battles with injustice are being met with the
hope that all kinds of oppression can be vanquished, or at least confronted for what they are.

2009 finds many people and institutions braving financial and other challenges. I am aware that many
of you are concerned about the future, as I am. The church, too, faces challenges with regard to its budget. We
have a wonderful and vibrant congregation which has a wide and varied program and none of us want to see our
ministry compromised because of financial restraints. I suggest that we tap into the optimism which comes with
the New Year and find ways to keep our spiritual role in the community alive and well.

Our’s is a faith based upon hope. The Christmas season focuses our attention upon the light of Christ
which ever shines in a world which seems so frequently to be in all sorts darknesses. It is our task to proclaim
that God’s light cannot be defeated nor overcome by any darkeness. When we are at our faithful best, we bend
our energies and hopes toward the sun of hope which, we believe, was born in the Son of God. Let’s keep the
light shinning! Let’s be children of promise and hope!

I pray that 2009 is a good year for all of you. I continually pray for our congregation and that it will
resolve itself to be a tower of light which is open to all who seek its comfort and its hope-filled vision for the
future.

office@8townsquare.org

Happy New Year,

©The Church of the Pilgrimage in Plymouth, MA Inc., all rights reserved.
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ON OUR CALENDAR
Jan 11: Morning worship 10:00am, Rev. Heather A.
Moody preaching. There will be a joint meeting of the
Board of Trustees, Advisory Board and Stewardship
Committee in Allerton Hall following worship.
Jan 12: Monday Meals of Hospitality illerton Hall,
1lamlpm.
Jan 13: Rev. Marks will conduct a worship service at The
Newfield House at 10:00am. HeOll be in the office
following the service. The Bizaw Committee will meet
on January 13at 7:30pm at the PostOs home.
Jan 14: Rev. Marks will be in the church office at
9:30am. Evening Prayer in the sanctuary from-7:00
7:30pm. The Music Committee will meet at 6:30 pm.
Choir Practice at 7:00pm.
Jan 15: Green Gate Circle, 7:30ph30pm at the
Maybury Parsonage.
Jan 16: Rev. Marks wi be in the church office at
9:30am.
Coming Events:
Jan 19: Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast. Breakfast
tickets are available form the pastors or the church office.
Time: 8:0010:00am. Adults $12, Students and Seniors
$8, Family (4 people maxiim $30. Place: Plymouth
South High School, 490 Long Pond Road. The Church
Office will be closed.
Jan 20: The Board of Trustees will meet in the Robinson
Center Conference Room at 7:00pm.
Jan 25: The Church Council will meet in the JRC
Conference Roontd1:30am.
Jan. 27: The Advisory Board will meet in the JRC
Conference Room at 7:00pm.
Feb 1: The first in a series of New Member Classes will
meet in the JRC Conference Room from 1-1:3(30pm
(see notes).

CHURCH RECORD

In Memoriam: On December 22, 28(Rev. Marks
conducted a graveside service for Brady Christopher
Slavin, infant son of Emily and Richard Slavin. Our
sympathies are extended to his family.

YTD ending 12/21/08:

Total Income: $165,359.93
Total Expenses: $191,695.54
Variance (shortfall)$26,335.61

Pledged % against Budget: 44.3%
Pledge % Goal for YTD: 50%
Variance: 5.7% ($10,382)

Thank youto all who helped bring the Pledges paid closer
to the YTD goal of 50%, with only a variance of 5.7%
(November 30 variance was 7.5%)!

Flowers: For Sumlay, January fithe flowers are in
loving memory of Hope and Richard Cole and Sherry
Wise. Given by their daughters, Judith Page and family
and Joanne Ball and family. The flowers on Sunday,
January % on the communion table were given in loving
memoy of Kathy Manson, beloved wife, mother and
friend. The side flowers were given in memory of John
and Helen Wilson and Marjory Kristie given by Ted and
Barbara Simpson. A Christmas poinsettia was given in
memory of Alice and Joseph Fortini, Lois and Robe
Dunham. Given by Judy and Norman Fortini and family.

NOTES |

This is the first issue of The Herald since Christmas. We
had a beautiful Advent/Christmas season at The Church
the Pilgrimage and there are many people involved to
make it so.We thank the deacons for supporting the
ministers in our services during the season. The choirs
Cherub, Junior, Adult, for fabulous music during the
season. We thank our organist Michael Eaton for his
superb selecting and performing of seasonal music.

We thank the Flower Committee for decorating the
sanctuary and for ordering, arranging and listing all the
poinsettias for our Christmas services. We also thank
those who delivered plants to stins.

Paul Sinn provided several Sunday bulletin coverfor
services. They were sensitive and beautifully done and
greatly appreciated.

Our Office Manager, Shellie Souza, for the extra work it
takes to produce all the bulletins for the services during
the very busy season. In one week there were four
bulletins produced! Shellie is grateful for Joyce Ashley
who came in and helped fold the bulletins.

We also thank all who helped move furniture in the
sanctuary for our welittended Christmas Eve services.

We thank the Bingharviaas family for the Advent
Candk Service on December21

Gary also wants to thank the wonderful people who
provided sumptuous Christmas Day dinner for the
homeless and needy in town. That service to others is
indicative of a caring church. He also enjoyed the food
very much himself!

Finally, the staff is grateful for the monetary Christmas
gifts provided by the congregation. Thank you!

Notes of thanks came in from Sidney Rowland, Ginny &
Dick Bramhall, and Dottie Fry for the Christmas
poinsettias that were delivered to them.
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Congratulations to Antonio (Tony) and Trina Camarao
and brother Luke on the birth of Carlos Vincent Camarao,
born December 19, 2008.

Our sympathies are expressed to Linn Peterson and her
family because of the recent death of her brother Russ
Axford in Florida. Amemorial service will be held in
Plymouth near the end of March.

On December 22, 2008 Rev. Marks spoke to The Old
Colony Club at it¥orefather’s Day Banquet.

If you are interested ihecoming a member of The

Church of the Pilgrimage, please speak to Réarks or

call the church office. The first in a series of three classes
will be held on February®1in the JRC conference Room,
11:3012:30pm. If needed, childcare will be provided.

Green Gate Circle will gather at the Maybury Parsonage
on Thursday, Jauary 18' from 7:309:30. We will share
reflections on Hope, Change and Resolution. All are
invited to join this time of fellowship. Bring a thought, a
poem, a picture or something that might help us reflect on
the idea of hope, change and resolutibomsnow, parking
can be a challenge, so you may want to consider meeting
at church and sharing rides.

A warm thank you to everyone that helped make our
Season of Giving Tree such a success again this year.

We had OadoptedO five children from Kingston&iiien

for the Homeless, and with your help, we made their
Christmas brighter, getting many of the asked for items on
their wish list along with some gift cards for ShawOs. We
also had another two boxes of toys that went to the local
Plymouth area forills in need. Thank you all again for
your help. Shine on Church of the Pilgrimage!! Shine On!
Sincerely, Laura Curtin

Save the Date! Fun and games and homemade pizza
February 21. Stay tuned for details!

Mark you Calendars!!!

Put these important det in your new 2009 calendars:
Time and Talent AuctioMarch £ following church.
Church Golf TournamentSeptember 19 8:00am.

CONFIRMATION NEWS
Our next Confirmation meeting will be Sunday, January
18" from 11:451:15pm.

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP OVERVIEW
On Sundays after worship this month, weOll be taking
orders for Super Sublssome seriously tasty submarine

sandwiches that we will make on the morning of the Super

Bowl (Sunday, February’l. Rev. Heather will be
contacting the members of the Bligh Youth Group to
help with the important fundraiser. WeOll need all Bur 6
7™ and & grader to make it happen!

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP OVERVIEW

Our January meeting will be diriday, January 243 at
5:00pm. WeOll enjoy good food and convesaatalk

about future mission and service opportunities, and watcl
a movie. In February, we will gather on the morning of
Monday, February 8(Presidents® Day) to prepare the
food for the Monday Meal of Hospitality served at our
church in Allerton Hall. We hope all 9, 13", 11", and

12" graders will join us and bring a friend!

MISSIONS & OUTREACH NEWS

The Mission Christmas Fair. Thank to everyone who
financially supported Missions Christmas Fair. We delivere:
$516 to Emancipation Network in SandWwiand SERRV
received approximately $480 from us. Gillian of the
Emancipation Network expressed our success exclaiming,
OYou hit the golden number: over $500!0 To those of you
would still like to acquire gifts in the new year from one of
these organizain, we encourage you to visit the
Emancipation NetworkOs store in Sandwich or on their
website atvww.madebysurvivors.comSERRY also has an
excellent website atww.serv.org.

Equal Exchange Coffee. And to those of you who love and
appreciate Equal Exchange coffees and cocoa, donOt desp
We will be selling these products throughout the-midter
months. Special orders accepted for cases of your favorite
cocoachocolate, or coffee. Please see Pat Harper of Peter
Causton to order.

Overnights of Hospitality. During the cold nights between
December 28 and January 2, we hostdd &iomeless men
per night. Many men expressed their appreciation for the
warm beds (Wwh sheets and blankets!), delicious meals,
useful toiletries, and kindness of our hosts and cooks. The
Mission Committee is grateful for all donations of time,
money, and goods this congregation has made.

Hosts and Cooks needed! Our next Overnights of

Hospitality week is coming up quickly. Please contact Sara
Barnicle (508) 7456531 or any member of the Missions
Committee if you would like to cook or overnight host
during the week of January 25 through January 31. There ¢
many ways to support the emights. Call to see hoMOU
might serve our less fortunate neighbors.

Plymouth Food Warehouse. Please remember to pick up
something to donate form the grocery store when you go
shopping this week. Having been closed for the past two
holiday weeks, th®lymouth Food Warehouse will be
grateful for our donations.

DVDs and Videos. The Missions Committee is accepting
donations of DVDs and videos for its Overnights of
Hospitality program. If the guys in your family would like
the film, so would the guys iour program! Please leave
your donation behind the piano that the choir uses in the ba
of Allerton Hall.
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JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY FUNDRAISER
Planning to watch the Super Bowl?
Do you like to eat when you watch the game?
Enjoy good food and support our Junior High Youth Ministry by ordering a
** SUPER SUB**

Order forms for these tasty sandwiches will be abéél beginning this Sunday, January.11
Cost:$8.00 Super Subs will be made game day morning (Sunday, Febhuang available
for pickup after worship.

“THE DREAM LIVES!”
Martin Luther King, Jr. Prayer Breakfast (ML \A
Plymouth South High School "fm\’{)

January 192009 ---- 8:00am10:00am
Representative Byron Rushing-{linth Suffolk District), Speaker
Assistant Majority Whip, member of the Roxbury Historical Society; Episcopal Network for Economic Justit
Shirley Eustis House Association; Unitarian Univesgdllrban Ministry; The Episcopal Church Archives,
ACLU of Massachusetts.
Continental Breakfast provided.
Music provided by The Pilgrim Festival Chorus, The High School Brass Ensemble, Bethel AME Church Ci
Reading by one of our high school students efwinning Martin Luther King, Jr. Essay contest
Awarding of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship
Tickets: $12 Adults, $8 Seniors and children under 12, $30 for families.
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WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




