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Dear Friends,

| never know what is going to happen on any given day in my ministerial life. About two weeks ago
had a call from a Korean pastor from the greater New York City dleaname is the Rev. Hi Seon Lee. Heis
the pastor of The New Covenant Baptist Church in Valley Stream, New York. He asked me if | could bring
greeting to 102 ministers, all Korean, during a retreat he was planning to Plymouth on January 12, 2009. |
agreed. Two buses came to Plymouth carrying the ministers. To my amazement it was a one day excursi
The group of pastors visited the ForefatherOs Monument, Plymouth Rock and The Church of the Pilgrimag
Not much else in the way of tourism is openamy given January day!

| was astounded to learn that my thintynute lecture, as Pastor Lee called it, was a focal point of their
long one day journey! | spoke to the congregation of 102 ordained ministers through an interpreter. | have
idea thatwhat | said was what | actually said. | did, after the interpreterOs translation, get a couple of OAmM
so | assume | was getting something across to them.

The Korean ministers are enormously attracted to AmericaOs Puritan and Pilgrim originsadTeney h
huge banner in Korean and English which read, OOur Puritan Origin, The Church of the Pilgrimage, Janua
2009.0 It was a wonderful experience, though | had no idea of how important the visit to our church was t
group.

The group arrived jusds the wonderful people who provide the Monday Meals of Hospitality were
finishing up feeding the needy of Plymouth. Those people of hospitality had no idea that the group was co
and that it would be eating its box lunches in Allerton Hall, a veéeyrequest made to me on Sunday. They
put up tables, made coffee and a chicken/turkey soup. Their hospitality was greeted with great warmth ant
gratitude. That act of hospitality was, | am sure, more meaningful to them than what | said to them in the
sanctuary.

Sometimes we forget just how important our OPuritanO legacy carried on in contemporary forms is
emigrant people seeking to find inspirational images of Christian hope in the perplexities of the world today
The brother/sister Korean pastorameled that | am only the thirtieth pastor of the Puritan/Separatist church
which began by OowningO a simple covenant in tiny Scrooby, England in 1606. They consider themselve:
Pilgrims in a land of hope. So they are, every bit as much as were owaspaiebears. They greatly inspired
me.

office@8townsquare.org

January 18, 200

Office Hours: MonFri 8:30am4:00pm

It is true that | never know quite how a day will play out, but this was a very good day!

Love, 4 "©The Church of the Pilgrimage in Plymouth, MA Inc., all rights reserved.
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ON OUR CALENDAR

Jan 18: Morning worship 10:00am, Rev. Gary L.
Marks preaching.

Jan 19: Monday Meals of Hospitality in Allerton
Hall, 1Tam-1pm. The church office will be closed for
the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday. The Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Prayer Breakfast will be held
at Plymouth South High School from 8:00-10:00am
(see “Notes”).

Jan 20: Rev. Marks will be late in the office due to
an appointment. He should be there by 10:30am.
The Board of Trustees will meet in the JRC
Conference Room, 7pm.

Jan 21: Rev. Marks will be in the church office at
9:30am. God is Still Speaking Bible Study in the
Robinson Center at 10:00am. Evening Prayer in the
sanctuary from 7:00-7:30pm. Choir Practice at
7:00pm.

Jan 23: Rev. Marks will be in the church office at
11:00am.

Coming Events:

Jan 25: The Church Council will meet following
morning worship at 11:30am in the JRC Conference
Room.

Jan. 27: The Advisory Board will meet in the JRC
Conference Room at 7:00pm.

Feb 1: The first in a series of three New Member
Classes will be held in the JRC Conference Room
from 11:30-12:30pm (see notes).

Feb 3: The Stewardship Committee, the Advisory
Board and the Board of Trustees will hold a joint
meeting at 7:00pm in the Stewart Room in the JRC.

CHURCH RECORD

Flowers: In loving memory of John Robinson.
Given by Marie and the children.

\ NOTES

On January 12™ Rev. Marks spoke to more than
100 Korean ministers representing churches in the
greater New York area. That group, like so many
others, finds great hope in the Pilgrim Christian story
and their visit was a part of a retreat which focused
on that legacy.

The first resource used in a Wednesday Morning
Bible Study is nearing completion. Rev. Marks is
willing to continue the Bible Studies if enough

interest is indicated. The new resources would be

centered on the Bible and environmental issues. If
you are interested in such a study, please call the
church office or speak to Gary.

Wednesday Evening Prayer Services resumed after
a holiday break. The services are led by Rev. Marks
and are a half hour in length, 7:00-7:30pm. The
services are simple meditations in a Celtic style based
upon Scripture readings. Much of the service is
entering into silent prayer based upon the readings.
Join us if you can for these spiritual practices.

Congratulations to Deacon Mahlon Walker who
celebrated his 95 birthday on January 15, 2009.

Our sympathies and prayers are extended to
Jonathan Porter and his family because of the
recent death of his father Kenneth. We apologize for
failing to mention this in last week’s Herald.

NEW MEMBER CLASSES

On February 1* Rev. Marks will lead the first of three
New Member Classes. Each class is an hour in
length and the classes are held in the Robinson
Center Conference Room from 11:30am-12:30pm.
Childcare will be provided. If you are interested in
church membership, please call the church office or
contact Rev. Marks.

CONFIRMATION NEWS
Our next Confirmation meeting will be Sunday,
January 18" from 11:45-1:15pm.

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP OVERVIEW

On Sundays after worship this month, we’ll be taking
orders for Super Subs—some seriously tasty
submarine sandwiches that we will make on the
morning of the Super Bowl (Sunday, February 1%).
Rev. Heather will be contacting the members of the
Jr. High Youth Group to help with the important
fundraiser. We’ll need all our 6™, 7", and 8™ grader
to make it happen!

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP OVERVIEW

Our January meeting will be on Friday, January 231
at 5:00pm. We’ll enjoy good food and conversation,
talk about future mission and service opportunities,
and watch a movie. In February, we will gather on
the morning of Monday, February 16™ (Presidents’
Day) to prepare the food for the Monday Meal of
Hospitality served at our church in Allerton Hall. We
hope all 9™, 10™, 11" and 12" graders will join us
and bring a friend!
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MISSIONS & OUTREACH NEWS

Equal Exchange Coffee. For those of you who love
and appreciate Equal Exchange coffees and cocoa,
don’t despair! We will be selling these products
throughout the mid-winter months. Special orders
accepted for cases of your favorite cocoa, chocolate,
or coffee. Please see Pat Harper or Peter Causton to
order.

Overnights of Hospitality. Hosts needed! Our next
Overnights of Hospitality week is coming up quickly.
Please contact Sarah Barnicle (508)747-5531 or any
member of the Missions Committee if you would like
to cook or overnight host during the week for January
25 through January 31. There are many ways to
support the overnights. Call to see how YOU might
serve our less fortunate neighbors. Thanks to all
who’ve volunteered to cook! Our schedule is full
thanks to your wonderful responses.

Plymouth Food Warehouse. Please remember to
pick up something to donate form the grocery store
when you go shopping this week. Having been
closed for the past two holiday weeks, the Plymouth
Food Warehouse will be grateful for our donations.

“THE DREAM LIVES!”
Martin Luther King, Jr. Prayer Breakfast
Plymouth South High School
January 19, 2009 ---- 8:00am-10:00am
Representative Byron Rushing (D-Ninth Suffolk
District), Speaker
Assistant Majority Whip, member of the Roxbury
Historical Society; Episcopal Network for Economic
Justice; Shirley Eustis House Association; Unitarian
Universalist Urban Ministry; The Episcopal Church
Archives, ACLU of Massachusetts.
Continental Breakfast provided.

Music provided by The Pilgrim Festival Chorus, The
High School Brass Ensemble, Bethel AME Church
Choir
Reading by one of our high school students of the
winning Martin Luther King, Jr. Essay contest
Awarding of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship
Tickets: $12 Adults, $8 Seniors and children under
12, $30 for families.
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JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY FUNDRAISER

Planning the menu for a Super Bowl party?
DonOt feel like cooking?
Enjoy good food and support our Junior High Youth Ministry
by ordering some.
* SUPER SUBS3*
Order forms for these tasty sandwiches will be aval@elginning this
Sunday, January I'1Cost: $8.00 Super Subs will be made game djy
morning (Sunday, February)land available for pickup after worship

=S T CHURCH OF THE PILGRIMAGE Periodical
b1l 8 TowN SQuARE, Publication
L PLYMOUTH, MA 02360 U. S. P. S.

# 432820

SUNDAY WORSHIP ~ 10:00 AM
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE
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WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




