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Dear Friends: 

 I love summer.  I have not, therefore, had much to love about this season so far!  I am writing this letter 

in late June.  It has been dank, dark, foggy and rainy for nearly a week.  I’ve even turned the heat on once or 

twice.  I’m sure summer will come and I, along with you, will complain of the heat. 

 I will be on vacation during July, but I have no travel/study plans this season.  I would love to travel and 

study again in Scotland, Ireland, England, or Wales.  That will have to wait for a while.  I have never been in 

Wales and there is a rich history of Celtic Christianity in that place about which I am learning and it is a place 

I’d like to visit and enhance my learning.  I think there is a spiritual link between early Celtic Christianity and 

much later Christian groups like the Pilgrims. 

 I plan to give a lot of time to Pilgrim studies during July.  As many of you know I am a part of the 400
th

 

Anniversary Committee, which has the enormous task of planning events in celebration of the landing of the 

Mayflower in 1620.  The celebration year, of course, is 2020.  Among other things I have been asked by 

chairperson Peter Gomes to have a substantial role in arranging a religious celebration at the onset of the 

commemoration year.  My initial and rudimentary thoughts are to make the service one of reconciliation.  We 

have much unfinished business surrounding attitudes and treatment of the native people into whose lands 

Europeans intruded themselves.  In the case of the Pilgrims the relationship between themselves and native 

people was actually a fairly good one. Still, Plymouth will be the focus of national and international attention in 

2020 and I hope to be a part of making the celebrations ones which reflect a latent Pilgrim principle to give 

offense to no one.  I’ll keep you informed as time goes by. 

 I will, of course, be making plans for the coming year at The Church of the Pilgrimage.  Because of 

budgetary constraints many substantial changes have had to be made.  We will not, for now, have an associate 

pastor.  That will mean that a great deal of non-ordained leadership will need to step forward to fill in gaps in 

our ministry together.  There is a great deal of enthusiasm for that and, as I’ve often said, challenges should be 

accepted as opportunities for ministry and service.  We will be just fine as we trust in God’s Spirit to lead us 

into more truth and light. 

 I hope you will have a grand summer.  The weather is likely to improve since it can’t do much to 

worsen. 

 God bless you all.  I genuinely love you. 

    Love, 
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On Our Calendar 
July 7:  The Stewardship Committee will meet at 7pm in 
the JRC Conference Room. 
July 14:  Summer Concert, 8pm in the sanctuary. 
July 17:  Wedding Rehearsal in the sanctuary, 3pm. 
July 18: Wedding in the sanctuary, 3pm. 
July 19:  Liisa Budge-Johnson will host a thank you 
luncheon in Allerton Hall following morning worship. 
July 21:  The Board of Trustees will meet at 7pm in the 
JRC Conference Room.  Summer Concert, 8pm in the 
sanctuary. 
July 24:  Deadline at noon for the August issue of The 
Pilgrimage Herald.  Wedding rehearsals at 11am and 6pm. 
July 25:  Weddings in the sanctuary, 11am and 2pm. 
July 28:  Summer Concert, 8pm. 
July 31:  Wedding rehearsal in the sanctuary, 1pm.  
 

Church Record 
Weddings 
On June 27, 2009 in the sanctuary Rev. Marks conducted 
a wedding ceremony for Milton Runnels and Joanne 
Regan.   
Baptisms 
On June 21, 2009 Ryan Allen Healy, son of Rob and 
Darcie Healy, was baptized during the service of worship. 
In Memoriam 
On June 20, 2009 Rev. Marks conducted a graveside 
service for Roy McLean in Kingston. 
On June 21, 2009 Rev. Marks conducted a graveside 
service for Christina Churchill in Plymouth 
Future Services 
On August 22, 2009 a memorial service will be held in the 
sanctuary for Charlotte ÒChiÓ Armstrong at 11:00am. 
On August 22, 2009 a graveside service will be held for 
Billie Fry at the Chiltonville Cemetary at 1:00pm.  The 
service is or family and friends. 
 
Pastoral Coverage Ð July  
 Rev. Gary will be on vacation for  the Month of 
July.  In his absence, Rev. Rollin Johnson will be covering 
for pastoral emergencies, including funerals and hospital 
visits.  For all pastoral needs, please continue to call the 
church office at 508-746-3026.  The office will put you in 
contact with Rev. Johnson. 
 
Our Office Manager, Shellie Souza, will be on vacation 
from June 30th until she returns to the office on July 13th.  
The phone will be checked twice daily (noon and 6pm) for 
messages and any calls will be returned promptly.   

Upon her return Shellie will begin summer office hours:  
Monday Ð  Friday from 9am until NOON. 

 
July Worship:  Sunday morning worship will continue at 
10 :00 am each week.  We are blessed to have the 
assistance of many members of the church who will serve 
as Worship Leaders and Guest Preachers: 
 

DATE  Preaching  Worship Leader  Guest Musician  

July 5* Jenny Healy  Trace Sears  Junior Musicians  

July 12 Diana Budge  Jessica Hague  The Northrops  

July 19 Peter Causton  Al Hoyt  Hannah Woodbury 

July 26 Rev. Chuck Harper Meg Bross  Terry Runnels 

August 2* Rev. Rollin Johnson Rev. Gary   TBA 

Aug. 9 Rev. Gary  Linn Peterson  Bridgette Wargovich 

Aug. 16 Rev. Gary  Nate Moore  David Peck 

Aug. 23 Rev. Peter Gomes Rev. Gary  Jessica Hague 

Aug. 30 Rev. Gary  Sarah Barnicle  Kelley DePasqua 

*Communion will be celebrated during worship.  All are 
welcome to the table. 
 
There will be a ChildrenÕs message and a story/activity 
time following their dismissal from Worship each week. 
  
Ushers for July:  Thanks to all of you who so willingly 
agreed to usher during the month of July. 
July 5:  Barbara Triffletti, Bill Converse, Augusta Moore, 
Matthew Moore 
July 12:  Arlene Axford, Janie Chapman, Katherine 
LaFayette, John Peterson 
July 19:  Judy Donn, Jeff Donn, Austin Donn 
July 26:  Deb Wilson, Ian Wilson, Peter Wilson, Mal 
Borsari 
If anyone else would be willing to help, please contact 
Linn Peterson at 508-586-7415 or dusteryip@hotmail.com  
 
July Flowers 

 July 5:  In loving memory of Gib and Marion 
VanNest.  Given by Tony and Susan Cotta. 
July 12:  In loving memory of her husband  
Robert, her son Jerry, her daughter Joanne and 

her sister-in-law Thelma Strassel.  Given by 
Audrey Birnstein. 
July 19:  In celebration of their anniversary, in honor of 
their children, grandchildren and great grandchild.  Given 
by Alice and Ken Heckman. 
July 26:  In loving memory of Shirley and Francis Hoyt, 
and Margaret Sherman Perkins.  Given by Allen and 
Verna Ross Hoyt.
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July Greeters:  Thank you to our greeters who will 
welcome you to morning worship: 

July 5:     Megan and Pedro Verdugo 

July 12:   Hildegaard Schimpf 

July 19:   Gina and Michael Basler 

July 26:  Pat Harper and Jill Howard 

  

N  O  T  E  S       

Information for the August newsletter must be submitted 
to the church office no later than noon on July 24.  As 
most of you are aware The Pilgrimage Herald is published 
monthly during July and August. 

The churchÕs expenses continue during the summer.  
Please try to keep your pledges up-to-date, even when 
you are unable to attend services in the summer.  We 
thank you in advance for your support. 

The celebration of Rev. HeatherÕs 3!  years with us as 
our associate pastor on June 21st was a lovely service.  It 
included many elements, but basically it was an 
expression of thanksgiving for HeatherÕs ministry among 
us.  We all wish her well as she continues her journey as a 
minister in The United Church of Christ. 

June 21st was also Music Appreciation Sunday.  We 
should be grateful for the gift of beautiful music which is 
provided for us at The Church of the Pilgrimage.  Kelley 
DePasqua, our music director, is sensitive and enthusiastic 
in her choral selections.  There is no church of our size 
which is so blessed with such grand music.  Our Youth 
Choir and Cherub Choir add such joy to our services.  
Both Kelley and Lois Post charm great music out of our 
young people.  Michael Eaton, our organist, is a gifted and 
gentle man and his performances flatter our spectacular 
organ.  Each Sunday I am reminded of a hymn which has 
become one of my favorites.  The title of the hymn is 
ÒWhen in Our Music God is Glorified.: The hymnÕs first 
verse expresses my own appreciatio of our music 
program.  ÒWhen in our music God is glorified, and 
adoration leaves no room for pride, it is as though the 
whole creation cried, ÒAlleluia! Alleluia!Ó  Thank you all 
for blessing us, dear music makers!  Gary 

As of July 1, 2009 Tony Nightingale will no longer be 
employed at The Church of the Pilgrimage.  We thank him 
for his many years of service to our Congregation, and 
wish him well in the future. 

Many thanks to our greeters for the month of May:  
Bonnie Sola and George Wood, Brian and Nancy Morse, 

The Peter Wilson Family, Peter and Patrick Simpson, and 
Sue Miller and Amy Simpson.  Your warm welcome lifts 
our spirits.  Your willingness to serve is much appreciated.  
Joyce Ashley, Membership and Evangelism 

From Liisa Budge-Johnson:  There are times in our lives 
when we must depend on the kindness of others to get 
through the rough patches.  As most of you know, my 
Òrough patchÓ proved to be the breast cancer that I have 
been fighting for the last few months.  I cannot begin to 
express my appreciation for the thoughts, prayers, cards 
and meals that all came from my Òchurch familyÓ at The 
Church of the Pilgrimage.  As I finish my chemotherapy 
and look forward to getting my life back to normal, I 
would like to do something to show my appreciation.  
Therefore, I hope the congregation will join me after 
worship on July 19th for a light lunch in Allerton Hall.  It 
would be an honor for me to thank those who have been 
so kind to me through the last few months.  Liisa Budge-
Johnson 

Confirmation:  Al Hoyt will be coordinating 
Confirmation for Students in 9th grade in September.  If 
you or your child is eligible to participate, or you would 
like more information, please contact Al at 508-224-9507 
or aphoyt@comcast.net . 

Youth Group:  We are actively seeking interested adults 
who are willing to help lead our youth group for the 
coming year.   You donÕt need to be in charge of all the 
planning, you just need to have the desire (and energy!) to 
work with our young people on a variety of social and 
service opportunities.  If you are interested, please contact 
Trace Sears at 508-747-7993. 

GOLF TOURNAMENT SIGNUP :  The Annual Church 
of the Pilgrimage September Golf Tournament will be 
held Saturday morning, September 19, 2009 at Southers 
Marsh Golf Club in West Plymouth.  We welcome 
corporate and individual hole sponsors ($100) to make this 
important church fundraiser a success.  We are taking 
reservations immediately for individuals and foursomes at 
$100/person, which includes greens fees, a cart, gift bag 
and lunch.  Not a golfer?  Join us at noon for a delicious 
meal, and great raffle prizes: $20/adults, $10/kids. Call 
Mike Harrington 508-747-2060 or Judy Mitchell 508-746-
3959 for more information. 

 

Overheard in ChurchÉ 

 A Sunday School teacher asked her class why 
Joseph and Mary took Jesus with them to Jerusalem.  A 
small child replied, ÒThey couldnÕt get a baby-sitter.Ó 

 



An Outpouring of Thanks 
   My last Sunday at The Church of the Pilgrimage was a joyful celebration of our 3 !  years of 
ministry together.  I continue to be amazed and deeply touched by all of the different expressions of 
appreciation and love that I received from you.  I am very grateful for the many ways you blessed 
me with an outpouring of gifts, and I want to offer my thanks for your generosity, your compassion, 
and your attentive care.    
   Thank you to all who made play-doh for the kids to work with during the service and to the 
Coombs family for making activity booklets for children of all ages.  Thank you, Jessica Hague for 
saying yes when I asked you to preach.  You brought us a Word that was insightful and provocative.  
What a treat to be able to hear your first sermon as you embark on your journey towards authorized 
ministry in the United Church of Christ.  Thank you, Sanctuary Choir, for your stunning musical 
tribute.  The line Òbecause I knew you, I have been changed for goodÓ keeps running through my 
head.  I know you sang that to me, but I feel it is absolutely true for me.  I have learned and grown 
so much from my time with this terrific congregation, and I am certain that I have been changed for 
good.  Praise God!  Thank you to Kelley DePasqua and Jessica Hague for your beautiful solos.  I 
shall dearly miss your talent and the gift of your incredible voices.  Thank you to Michael Eaton for 
your fantastic piano and organ playing.  It has been such a treat to hear someone who understands 
good registration, who can play such a wide variety of good repertoire, and who does it all with 
such a delightfully positive attitude.  Thank you to the congregation for your gifts of the gorgeous 
resurrection stole (the butterflies are positively stunning), leather bound hymnal (so I can keep 
singing!) and profoundly generous Òmanna offeringÓ, all of which made tangible the abundance of 
your good wishes and gracious appreciation for the work we have done together.   
   Thank you to Jenny Healy and to all who helped to prepare the wide array of delicious foodÑ IÕm 
surprised the tables didnÕt groan under the weight of the many platters of yummy delights.  As for 
the cakeÉwhat can I say?!  I have discovered what cake is supposed to taste like, and boy is it ever 
GOOD!!!!  Thank you to Laura Sampson for preparing such lovely centerpieces from flowers from 
your very own garden (in spite of all of the rain!) for all of the tables.  They were each a distinctive 
yet delicate work of art.  Thank you to everyone who was able to submit a page for the scrapbook.  
What a gift that I can return to again and again whenever I need some encouragement or even a 
smile and a chuckle.  Thank you, scrapbook committee for compiling and arranging everything into 
such a wonderful presentation.  Thank you to everyone who took time to talk to me after worship, 
and/or who have given or mailed me cards or sent me email messages.  I deeply appreciate all of 
your kind words, your hugs, and your warm wishes for my future ministry.  Thank you to everyone 
who gave me gifts, many of which were handmade, all of which expressed such thoughtfulness and 
care.  And thank you to my dear colleague, Rev. Gary, for your support and for your 
encouragement. 
   Dear people of God, my heart is filled to overflowing.  I treasure all of the ways you have 
showered me with blessings.  My hope and prayer is that in our time together, we have equipped 
one another for the ministry to which God calls us.  I shall miss you, but I am confident that good 
things are ahead for both you and me.  Whenever you have doubts, just pull out the wooden disc I 
gave you.  Be of good courage and go forth to serve God with joy. 
With grateful thanksgiving, 
Rev. Heather 

If anyone would still like to contribute to Rev. HeatherÕs scrapbook, we CAN still add pages.  
Please submit your contributions to the Church office asap. 

 



 
 
COMING IN JULY - ELECTRONIC GIVING ! 
Many of you have asked if our church offers an electronic or automated, option for giving.  Now we do!  
Easy and simple for you, electronic Giving allows your weekly or monthly contributions to be 
transferred electronically from your checking or savings account or your credit card directly to the 
church account.  While away, you have peace of mind knowing that you pledge has been received and is 
contributing to the work of the church, especially during those otherwise low cash flow months of the 
year. 

Important Benefits of Electronic Giving 
Electronic Giving makes life easier for you and yields very significant benefits for our church. 
Benefits for You: 

¥ The satisfaction of giving to God first 
¥ Easier to fulfill stewardship commitments 
¥ Strengthens participation and support in the church 
¥ Allows you to contribute even when your are away 
¥ Easier personal budgeting 

Benefits for our Church: 
¥ Promotes consistent giving 
¥ More predictable cash flow for better planning 
¥ Less work for office staff 
¥ Secure and easy cash maintenance 

Traditional Choices Remain 
Offering envelopes and Sunday collections will continue. 

Visit our Web site for more details or contact Elizabeth Hughes Campbell at clowncargirl@yahoo.com 
or 508-277-2473. 

 
 


