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Dear Friends, 

 Sometimes I come up with ideas for my weekly Herald letter while I’m reading articles.  Last week, for 

example, I came across a line I liked very much, knew I’d heard it before, but the author of The Christian Century 

article did not give the source of the line.  I looked it up and found it was penned by John Milton in his poem, “On 

His Blindness.”  After finding the source and reading the poem I recalled that I had first read it in a college English 

101 class. 

 Today I also came across a quotation that I liked and which seemed appropriate for a reflection on the season 

of Lent.  This time the author’s name was attached.  It is a piece written by John Newton.  In a moment of self-

reflection Newton made these observations. 

  I am not what I ought to be. 

  I am not what I want to be. 

  I am not what I hope to be. 

  But still, I am not what I used to be. 

  And by the grace of God, I am what I am. 

 John Newton is most famous for writing one of the most beloved hymns ever composed, “Amazing Grace.”  

You may recall that Newton was captain of a slave ship. He was not at all the person he wanted to be.  He 

experienced a great awakening to the spiritual life amid a raging storm at seas from which he and the other shipmates 

were spared.  From that point on Newton developed a sense of dependence upon God’s grace to help him become 

the person he turned out to be. 

 What drew me to today’s quotation was that it shows a steady progress in the spiritual life once one realizes 

that all such developments are dependent upon God’s grace.  Once one realizes that grace initiates the process of 

spiritual growth it becomes the person’s task to build upon the grace given. 

 Grace allows us the opportunity to work toward self-forgiveness and that grows into the ability to forgive 

others.  We are not perfect because grace is realized in our lives.  There are always ways in which we know what we 

ought to be, want to be, hope to be.  But, grace allows us to see that we can accept that we are not what we used to 

be.  As we make spiritual progress we are also able to accept that, by grace, that we are what we are by God’s grace. 

 During Lent we can all find strength in the insights offered to us by John Newton.  Grace is our’s to be had, 

but it is up to us to decide to keep the process in motion once we are awakened to God’s great mercy at work in our 

lives.  We all stand in the need of grace.  It is offered freely.  What will we make of it? 

Love,                    
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On Our Calendar 

Mar 15:  Morning worship 10:00am, Rev. Gary L. Marks 
preaching.  The service today will include the Reception of New 
Members. Junior Choir will sing. No Cherub Choir rehearsal.  
There will be a joint meeting of the Advisory Board, the Board 
of Trustees and the Stewardship Committee in the JRC Stewart 
Room at 11:30am. 
Mar 16:  Monday Meals of Hospitality in Allerton Hall, 11am-
1pm.   
Mar 17: The Board of Trustees will meet at 7pm in the JRC 
Conference Room. 
Mar 18:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am.  
Wednesday Morning Bible Study will meet at 10:00am in the 
JRC.  Wednesday Evening Prayer in the sanctuary at 7:00pm.  
Choir Practice at 7:30pm. 
Mar 19:  Green Gate Circle at Jenny Healy’s house, 7pm. 
Mar 21:  Memorial Service for Russell Axford in the sanctuary 
at 10am.  A collation will follow the service in Allerton Hall. 
Coming Events – 

Mar 22-The Fourth Sunday of Lent.  One Great Hour of Sharing 

Offering will be received during morning worship. 

Mar 24-The Advisory Board will meet at 7:00pm in the JRC 

Conference Room. 

Mar 25- Morning Bible Study will meet in the JRC at 10am. 

Mar 29-The Fifth Sunday of Lent.  A Lenten Reflection on The 

Isenheim Altarpiece in Allerton Hall at 7:00pm.  The Chest of 

Joash Service will be a part of the morning worship. 

Apr 5-Palm Sunday Breakfast in Allerton Hall at 8:00am.  The 

Chest of Joash Service will be a part of morning worship. 

 

Church Record 

New Members- 

By Transfer of Letter 
Sharon L. Dealey, North Congregational UCC, CT 
William R. Dealey, North Congregational UCC, CT 
Geraldine L. Holden, Pilgrim Church UCC, Duxbury 

By Reaffirmation of Faith 
Jason Michael Baumann 
Cecelia Daily  
Ryan Daily  
Abbie Bea Lydon  
Michelle R. Tarr 
Deborah Wilson 
Peter Wilson 

By Confession of Faith 
Allen Bottomley 
Alexander M. Tarr 
Ian Wilson 

Hospitalized:  Recuperating at home after a stay in the Jordan 
Hospital, Meredith Dornerman. 

In Memoriam: 

On March 6, 2009 Rev. Marks conducted a graveside service for 
William Jones. 
On March 7, 2009 Rev. Marks conducted a memorial service for 
John Joseph Lowney at The Souther’s Marsh Club House.   

Jenny Healy is Deacon in charge of Meals 

for March and April. 

N  O  T  E  S        

We thank the Membership and Evangelism Committee for 
providing a delightful Coffee Hour honoring our new members 
on March 8th.  It was a very special time and those who have 
recently “owned the covenant” with us have expressed their 
appreciation for the welcome the church provided for them.  The 
food and decorations were very nice.  We also thank Dottie 
Bottomley for providing yellow roses for each new member.  
Paul Sinn told me that a yellow rose is representative of nurture 
and, therefore, an appropriate symbol of those joining our 
church family.  Thank you one and all! 

We thank Sarah Barnicle for her moving testimony on March 
8th offered from the perspective of her love for and involvement 
in our vibrant Missions and Outreach Committee.  Sarah’s 
message touched all of us. 

Our congratulations are extended to Paul and Rosalee Sinn 
who celebrated their fifty-fifth wedding anniversary last week. 

Our sympathies are offered to Alice Dunham whose son Steven 
passed this life last week.  Our prayers are with you, Alice. 

WE’RE ASKING! 
The Nominating Committee has begun searching for people to 
service on our various Boards and Committees for the next 
Church year.  Every year we hear that someone is disappointed 
that they were not asked to serve.  This is your chance!  Speak 
up!  If you would consider serving on a board or committee 
please speak to a member of the nominating committee. Diane 
Harting, Al Hoyt, Amy Simpson or Barbara Triffletti 

Rides to Church Program   

The Advisory Board is hoping to collect a list of people who 
would be willing to transport other church members to and from 
church on an as needed basis.  Often, this would be for one 
Sunday only.  However, there are several long-standing “saints” 
of the church who no longer drive and desperately wish to 
continue participating in our weekly service.  If you can help 
please call the church office (508-746-3026). 

Yoga Night!  Come and join Green Gate Circle at Jenny’s 
house (10 Fremont Street, Plymouth) March 19 at 7pm for some 
light spring refreshments followed by an hour of seated yoga 
with Kim Saunders.  Women of all ages and physical abilities 
are welcome to participate and reap the benefits of this 
evening’s offering.  Reservations are required so we can be sure 
to have enough seats for everyone.  If the numbers seem large, 
we will relocate to the JRC Great Room.  There is no fee but 
donations are welcome.  Call (508-747-7168) or email 
(poetick@verizon.net) Jenny to reserve your seat.  P.S. Fremont 
is the next street south off of 3A after Lincoln where the town 
hall is. 

 

Office Hours for Rev. Gary L. Marks 

Mar 17-18: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am. 
Mar 20- Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am. 
Office Hours for Rev. Heather Moody  

Mar 17- 20: Rev. Moody will be in the office at 10:00am. 
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MISSIONS & OUTREACH- 
UPDATES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Monday Meals of Hospitality are a free hot meal at lunch time 
for those in need. If you would like to donate, prepare a meal, 
help serve, or assist in any way, please call our coordinator 
Diane Flood at 508-209-0266 for more information.  

The Plymouth Food Warehouse Donations. The following 
non-perishable foods are always needed at the warehouse: 
canned tuna, chicken, and ham, macaroni & cheese, pasta and 
sauce, rice, beans, canned vegetables or fruit, baby food & 
formula (with unexpired dates), condiments such as ketchup, 
mustard, mayonnaise, peanut butter, jelly, hearty soups and 
chili, crackers, cereal, juice, coffee & tea.  Thank you for filling 

our red bins in the foyer each Sunday! 

C o m i n g  u p  i n  A p r i l … .  

Health and Hygiene Kits. In the face of natural disasters, 
violence, or grinding poverty, Health and Hygiene Kits can 
mean the difference between sickness and health for struggling 
families. We’ll be putting together health kits for Church World 
Services (CWS) sometime in April. These kits will be 
distributed nationally and internationally to those in need. If you 
would like to start collecting items at home, with a group, or 
with your neighbors, here is what will be needed for the kits: 

• Hand towels measuring approximately 16" x 28" (no 
fingertip or bath towels)  

• Washcloths 
• Wide-tooth combs 
• Nail clippers (no metal files or emery boards)  
• Bars of soap (bath size in wrapper)  
• Toothbrushes (in original packaging)  
• Band-Aids® (regular size) 
• Gallon size plastic bags with zipper closures 

Important: We will not be collecting toothpaste for the CWS 
Hygiene Kits.  

Book Drive. A non-profit bookstore called More than Words in 
Waltham trains young people who have been homeless, in foster 
homes, and in trouble with the law to run a book store, use a 
computer, and learn sound business skills and practices. We will 
be collecting books for this store at the end of April. Please 
consider donating the following gently used or better condition 
books:  Fiction and Non-fiction: Hardcover or Trade Paperback, 
Specific Genres: Current Textbooks, Cookbooks, History 
Books, Art Books, Religion Books,  Philosophy Books, 
Children’s Books, Coffee Table Picture Books, Antiquarian, 
Unusual or Collectable books, Audio Books (CD or Cassette), 
University Publishers (Harvard Press, etc.), Music CD’s , 
Movies:  DVD, and VHS Video Games.  More information to 
come later in March. Please visit this website 
www.mtwyouth.org for more information. 

One Great Hour of Sharing --- 

God is Still Speaking through your gifts to One Great Hour 

of Sharing.  When you give to One Great Hour of Sharing 
through the United Church of Christ, you participate in a world 
wide ministry of helping people change their lives.  A ministry 
that carries God’s message of love and hope to people in more 
than eighty countries.  

Confirmation News 

Our next Confirmation activity will be Sat, March 14th from 
9am-2pm.  We’ll travel to Quincy to learn about the Prison 
Book Program and offer our help with this invaluable ministry.   
For more information, go to www.prisonbookprogram.org .  The 
cost of this trip is $20 per person, plus money for lunch.  In 
preparation for this experience, please read Matthew 25:31-45. 

Junior High Youth Group Overview 

We've got some great activities lined up for the next three 
months!  Join us Sunday, March 22

nd   following worship for 
Pizza and BOWLING at Alley Kat Lanes in Kingston.  Bring 
$8.00 for shoes and two strings of bowling. We'll take care of 
the pizza.  We’ll take some time on March 22nd to talk about our 
April mini-mission project on April 26th.  For this activity, we’ll 
need to collect some items during the weeks in between our 
March and April meetings.  So be sure to come find out how 
you can help.  As the weather gets warmer in May, we'll travel 
to the Soule Homestead Education Center, a non-profit working 
organic farm in Middleborough.  Join us on Saturday, May 16th 
from 10a.m. to 12p.m. as we "get to the root of it" by learning 
about gardening and composting.  We'll finish our time at the 
farm with a fun interactive scavenger hunt that includes great 
prizes.  We welcome all 6th, 7th, and 8th graders to participate in 
Jr. High Youth Group, and bring a friend!!

Senior High Youth Group Overview  
Our March meeting will be Friday, March 27

th from 5:00-
7:00p.m. at the John Robinson Center Youth Room.  We’ll eat 
pizza, hang out, talk about our plans for the rest of the year, and 
watch & discuss a t.v. show.  We welcome all 9th, 10th, 11th, and 
12th graders to join us, and bring a friend!  Meantime, save the 
dates for our April and May meetings: Friday, April 10th from 
8:30-10:00p.m. at Second Church in Manomet and Friday, May 
15th at 5:00p.m. at the John Robinson Center Youth Room. 

Music Committee 

The Music Committee has responsibility for the music programs 
of our church.  Working with the Board of Trustees and the 
Advisory Board, we are responsible for hiring the Music 
Director, Organist and other staff musicians.  Three choirs 
perform.  In addition to weekly services, special musical events 
are presented, such as guest organists or more major musical 
works.  The Committee administers the music budget, which has 
line items to keep the instruments in good repair and to purchase 
a limited amount of new music.  Also, the Music Committee 
with the Music Director puts on the Summer Concert Series.  
The funding for summer concerts comes for the Restricted 
Music fund-a special fund for musical events.  Free will 
donations at the concerts generally cover the honoraria paid to 
the musicians and the series approximately breaks even each 
year, leaving the Restricted Music fund replentished. 
The Church of the Pilgrimage has a strong tradition of 
supporting quality music.  Many members comment that the 
music is one of the most inspiring parts of the weekly service.  
Many new members have said that the music was a key reason 
why they elected to join us.  The Music Committee and music 
staff strive to continue this record of excellence. 
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L E N T E N , H O L Y  W E E K ,  A N D  E A S T E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  
 

Invitation to a Service of Healing 

Jesus called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits.  They cast out many 

demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick. Mark 6:7, 13.   
The Christian practice of healing is a central part of the reconciling activity of God in the world.  As Una Kroll writes, “Christianity roots 
its healing ministry in the good soil of the Church as a community of ordinary people who come together to do things with God’s help 
that they could not do in their own strength.”  Join us Wednesday, March 25

th
 at 7:00p.m. for a service of healing incorporating music 

from the Taizé community in France.  Come if you are in need of God’s gift of healing touch. Come if you know someone in need of 
healing and offer prayers on that person’s behalf.  Come if you simply need to rest in God’s presence.  We hope you’ll join us. 
  
Isenheim Altarpiece Presentation 

On March 29th Kathy and Gary Marks will offer a slide and musical program based upon the sixteenth century series of paintings by 
Matthias Grüenwald.  It has been presented before, but not for several years.  The program has been revised.  The paintings are of the 
central themes of our faith and they are set to corresponding musical pieces from Handel’s Messiah.  In the past there has been substantial 
interest in this Lenten presentation.  We hope that you will want to attend this presentation which will take place one week before Holy 
Week.  The presentation will take place on March 29th in Allerton Hall at 7:00pm.  Please try to be there. 
 
Palm Sunday Communion Breakfast 

Once again the Advisory Board will be sponsoring a Palm Sunday Communion Breakfast on April 5, 2009.  Sign 
ups for this will be held the weeks of March 15, 22, and 29 after church.  Allerton Hall can only seat 150 people, 
so please sign up early to ensure your participation in the annual event of fellowship and worship. 

Easter Sunday Worship Opportunities for Children  
Both of our Easter services will include all of the elements of a traditional Easter service at The Church of the Pilgrimage including  our 
wonderful choir, but this year we are also offering a little something extra at each service. 
9 am Worship Across the Ages:  Children are invited to worship with their families for this most sacred of holidays in our church 
calendar.  There will be no craft and story hour.  The crib room will be open but not staffed. 
11 am Stations of the Cross: during the second service, after the children's message, children of all ages are invited to walk through Holy 
Week in Allerton Hall guided by members of the CE committee.  We will begin with the Last Supper, move to the garden, the trial, the 
cross and the tomb, and end with the triumph of the risen Christ.    
Come prepared to participate and to celebrate. 
 
For an at-a-glance listing of Lenten, Holy Week, and Easter opportunities see the back page of this issue of the Herald.  
 

 
For Your Reflection.... 

Evy McDonald is an internationally known expert on quality-of-life issues who lectures widely on how financial stresses can affect our 
health and well-being, and on ways of handling money that can bring more time for the things in life that really matter.  In the summer of 
1980, McDonald lost her job, her house was burglarized and she was told she only had a year to live.  This prompted her to deeply 
examine her life, her faith, and her relationship with money.  Here are her reflections from an essay entitled “Spending Money as if Life 
Really Mattered”; I hope they are helpful to you as we all prayerfully examine ways to honor the many gifts God has given us. –Rev. 
Heather 

   After losing everything, my journey became one of discovering how to have my life reflect love for God and creation.  Gradually my 
actions become more aligned with my values.  I discovered the truth of graceful simplicity: having a few pairs of shoes, not 70; a few 
blouses, not a hundred; books that are read instead of lining the shelves.  ...In defining how much was enough for me I found time for 
serving, reading, watching sunsets, singing, going for a walk with friends, enjoying a concert and listening in silent prayer.  In short, a life 
of immeasurable wealth.   
  I still consume.  We all consume.  The critical step is to move from being conspicuous consumers to being conscious consumers. 
  Discovering what was enough for me allowed me to make that shift.  Our task now is to return to a life based on feeding the hungry, 
clothing the poor, raising healthy loving children, and stewarding and preserving creation.  Perhaps then each act of consumption will 
become a hymn of thanksgiving.  And the following pledge will be our prayer:  
  I pledge to discover how much is enough for me to be truly fulfilled, neither rich nor poor, and to consume only that.  I pledge to be part 
of the discovery of how much would be enough for everyone—not only to survive but to thrive—and to find ways for them to have access 
to that.  Through this commitment to restraint and justice, I am living the teachings of Jesus, healing my live and am part of the healing of 
the world. 
 -from Simpler Living, Compassionate Life: A Christian Perspective, p. 66 
 



 
 

Len ten ,  Ho ly  Week ,  and  Eas te r  Oppor tun i t i es 
March 11-Evening Prayer in the sanctuary, 7:00pm 

March 15-The Third Sunday of Lent 

March 18-Evening Prayer in the sanctuary, 7:00pm 

March 22- The Fourth Sunday of Lent 

March 25-Taize Healing Service in the sanctuary, 7:00pm 

March 29-The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Lenten Reflection on The Isenheim Altarpiece, 7:00pm in Allerton Hall 

April 5 -Palm Sunday  

Palm Sunday Communion Breakfast in Allerton Hall at 8:00am 

April 9 -Maundy Thursday Service in the sanctuary, 7:00pm 

Apr il 10-Good Friday Service in the sanctuary, 7:00pm 

April 12 -Easter Sunday 

Sunrise Service on Cole’s Hill, 6:00am 

Family Worship Service, 9:00am 

Traditional Worship Service, 11:00am 

Church School Children, Stations of the Cross, 11:00am 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


