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Dear Friends,

There are many ways to think about what we hope to accomplish in life and what differences our faith makes
in that process. In some ways Lent is a season to ask who we are and to examine our lives in the light of God’s
grace and love. That can be a lonely undertaking as Jesus himself found during his forty days in the wilderness
contemplating what could tempt him from his call to fulfill his mission as the Son of God.

In many ways we as Christians following the practices of our faith are outside the norm set be the society in
which we live. Increasingly Lent means less and less to the vast majority of people. Christians are no longer a part
of a society in which our sacred values are the norm. We are still being called, however, to be leaven in the loaf of
life and to live by the standards which we find to have been lived out in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.

Some time ago I read about a minister who was listening to people offer tributes to him and to his ministry at
his retirement party. After others had spoken their words of praise and gratitude for his life’s work he rose to speak
in response. His first words were, “I want to thank Jesus Christ for making me into the person I am. Without Jesus,
I might have been normal.”

I was touched by the minister’s response. What a marvelous way of saying that our faith calls us to live
beyond the norm. It calls us to live in the world by a set of beliefs and practices which are prevalent in society at any
given time. Surely Jesus lived quite apart from the prevailing values of the time in which he lived. As Christians
today we are also expected to live beyond the stream of normal behavior in the world of which we are very much a
part.

office@8townsquare.org

I have mentioned many times that I used to play preacher when I was a little boy. I overheard my mother ask
my grandmother whether or not she thought that such play behavior was normal. I don’t know what my
grandmother’s answer was, but I have learned since that all who try to live the faith are not beholden to merely going
with the drift of things. Christians are odd, in fact, because we believe in a God who seeks from us love,
forgiveness, and to seek justice and peace in a world which does not accept those values and principles to be the
norm, not often, at least.

Our Lenten journey, in one way of looking at it, is to consider ourselves odd for God. In that effort we are
attempting to be persons and a community through whom God continues to be present in a world which generally
does not reflect the light of faith.

Without the presence of Christ in our lives we may just be normal. How exciting it is to discern that we as
people of faith are not normal, but are on a quest for Easter hope.

Love,

gf_ '©The Church of the Pilgrimage in Plymouth, MA Inc., all rights reserved.
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Office Hours for Rev. Gary L. Marks

Mar 24, 25, 27: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am.
Office Hours for Rev. Heather Moody

Mar 2427: Rev. Moody will be in the office at 10:00am

On Our Calendar

Mar 22: Morning worship 10:00am, Rev. Gary L. Mark
preaching. Our annual One Great Hour of Sharing
Offering will be received during the service. Junior Choir
Rehearsal following worship. No Cherub Choir
Rehearsal.

Mar 23: Monday Meals of Hospitality in Allerton Hall,
1lamlpm.

Mar 24: The Advisoy Board will meet in the JRC
Conference Room at 7:00pm.

Mar 25: Wednesday Morning Bible Study will meet at
10:00am in the JRC. Taize Healing Service in the
sanctuary at 7:00pm. This service replaces the usual
Evening Prayer Service.

Mar 26: There willbe a Stewardship Committee meeting
at 7:00pm in the JRC Conference Room.

Mar 27: Senior High Youth Group will meet from 5
7pm.

Coming Events —

Mar 29-The Fifth Sunday of Lent. Lenten Reflections on The
Isenheim Altarpiece at 7:00pm in Allerton Hall (see notes for
details). The Chest of Joash Service will be part of morning
worship.

April 5-Palm Sunday-The Sixth Sunday of Lent. Palm Sunday
Communion Breakfast in Allerton Hall at 8:00pm. The Chest of
Joash Service will be a part of the morning worship service. The
Cherub and Junior Choirs will sing.

Apr 7-The Missions Committee will meet in the JRC at 7:00pm.
Apr 9-Maundy Thursday Service in the sanctuary at 7:00pm.

Apr 10-Good Friday. The church office will be closed. Good
Friday Service in the sanctuary at 7:00pm.

Apr 12-Easter Sunday. Sunrise Service on Cole’s Hill at
6:00am. Church Family Service in the sanctuary at 9:00am.
Traditional Service in the sanctuary at 11:00am.

Jenny Healy is Deacon in charge of Meals
for March and April.

Church Record

Hospitalized: Recuperating at home after a hospital stay,
Bettemae MacLeod.

Baptisms: On March 15, 2009 the following children
were baptized during the morning worship service:
Nathan Charles Blackwell, son of Edward and Andrea
(Gill) Blackwell, and Ana Julia Del Rios, daughter of
Thiago and Heather (Shaughnessy) Del Rios.

NOTES |

The“Stewardship Moments” during our present
campaign have been marveloukinny Healy added to
those who have gone before her a deeply moving
testimony concernipthe values she receives from the
church as she continues her spiritual pilgrimage. Each o
our speakers has helped us all to fix our focus upon thos
aspects of our shared life in community which sustain us.

On March 18 Rev. Marks conducted a worshigervice
at the Newfield House.

The Junior Choir will sing with the Adult Choir on Palm
Sunday, April 8 (Cherub Choir also sings this Sunday).
This is the only date that the Junior Choir will sing in
April, though we will rehearse every Sunday exceptdtas
in preparation for our other spring performances,
including Hats Off to Music. NEW MEMBERS ARE
ALWAYS WELCOME!

ANNUAL REPORT DEADLINE
For those of who are responsible for providing the offige
with an Annual Report, please be advised that reports
to be submitted to the offiam or before April 14™,
Annual Meeting will be held on May 17 Thank you!

PALM SUNDAY COMMUNION BREAKFAST

There will be a sigiup for the Palm Sunday Communion
Breakfast during the Coffee Hour on MarcH%2This is
apopular church family gathering and we can set about
150 people in Allerton Hall, so be sure to make your
reservation as soon as possible.

MEMORIAL LILIES

The joyous Easter season is fast approaching. As is our
tradition, the beauty of our church will keahanced on
Easter morning with a multitude of lilies. Through your
loving donation of $15, your name and those honored or
memorialized will be listed in the Easter Sunday bulletin
as well as in Easter weekdigald Sign up in the lower
vestibule followng this SundayOs service and the next tw
Sundays, or call the church office. Volunteers will be
welcomed to take flowers to shimis following the

service.

WE’RE ASKING!

The Nominating Committee has begun searching for
people to serve on our various Badsiand Committees for
the next Church year. Every year we hear that someone
disappointed that they were not asked to serve. This is
your chance! Speak up! In particular we need to fill four
positions on the Stewardship Committee. If you would
consicer serving on a board or committee please speak t
a member of the nominating committee. Diane Harting,
Al Hoyt, Amy Simpson or Barbara Triffletti
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A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT
Nick Bakker's "Invitation to Giving" was very thought
provoking. It balanced the netmlexpress the Lord's

blessing through our pledges, with the business aspects of
operating the Church of the Pilgrimage. He said, "We are

a business, albeit a very, very special business. We are

about our Lord's business. He has no hands but ours to do

His work in the world. We are his Stewards."

When the Stewardship Campaign ends on April 5, the
Board of Trustees will have to go about the task of
presenting a balanced budget to our annual meeting for
approval. With the stock market down, the Board of
Trustees will not be able to depend on our endowment to
make up deficits. They must depend on your monetary
pledge. This is a crucial year for our Church, its

wonderful services and the pledging income upon which it

depends.

On March 28 and April 8", the Chest of Joash will be
part of our Sunday worship service. The Congregation
will sing familiar hymns as members and friends place

their pledges in the Chest of Joash to enable our Church to

do the Lord's work in the ensuing six months.

If you have aleady mailed in your pledge, we thank you.
If you will not be in church on March #%®r April 5",
please mail in your pledge as soon as possible.

Again, quoting Nick Bakker.

Give as you would if an Angel awaited your gift at the door.
Give as you would if tomorrow found you where giving was o'er.
Give as you would to the Master if you met His searching look.
Give as you would of your Substance if His Hand the offering took.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH UPDATES'!

This Sunday! One Great Hour of Sharing ---

One Grat Hour of Sharing joins our hearts with GodOs by

providing decisive aid when disaster strikes and by
helping refugees rebuild their lives. Your gift strengthens
struggling communities with basics like education, health
care, tools, seeds, and wells.

Monday Meals of Hospitality are a free hot meal at lunch

time for those in need. If you would like to donate, prepare a

meal, help serve, or assist in any way, please call our
coordinator Diane Flood at 50890266 for more
information.

The Plymouth Food Warehouse Donations. The following
non-perishable foods are always needed at the warehouse:
canned tuna, chicken, and ham, macaroni & cheese, pasta

and sauce, rice, beans, canned vegetables or fruit, baby food

& formula (with unexpired dates), condiments sash
ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise, peanut butter, jelly, hearty
soups and chili, crackers, cereal, juice, coffee & Bamnk
you for filling our red bins in the foyer each Sunday!

Coming up in April....

Health and Hygiene Kits. In the face of natural dis&ss,
violence, or grinding poverty, Health and Hygiene Kits
can mean the difference between sickness and health fol
struggling families. WeOll be putting togetherith kits
for Church World Services (CWS) sometime in April.
These kits will be distributedationally and
internationally to those in need. If you would like to start
collecting items at home, with a group, or with your
neighbors, here is what will be needed for the Kits:

¥ Hand towels measuring approximately 16" x 28" (nc
fingertip or bath towe)
Washcloths
Wide-tooth combs
Nail clippers (no metal files or emery boards)
Bars of soap (bath size in wrapper)
Toothbrushes (in original packaging)
BandAids” (regular size)
Gallon size plastic bags with zipper closures
Important We will not be colecting toothpaste for the CWS
Hygiene Kits.

KK K K K KK

Book Drive. A non-profit bookstore calledore than

Words in Waltham trains young people who have been
homeless, in foster homes, and in trouble with the law to
run a book store, use a computer, and learn sbusithess
skills and practices. We will be collecting books for this
store at the end of April. Please consider donating the
following gently used or better condition books: Fiction
and Nonfiction: Hardcover or Trade Paperba8gpecific
GenresCurrent extbooks, Cookbookslistory Books,

Art Books Religion Books, Philosophy Books
ChildrenOs Books, Coffee Table Picture Bpoks
Antiquarian, Unusual or Collectable books, Audio Books
(CD or Cassette), University Publishers (Harvard Press,
etc.), Music CDQsMovies: DVD, and VHS Video
Games. More information to come later in March. Please
visit this websitevww.mtwyouth.orgfor more

information.

Invitation to a Service of Healing

The Christian practice of healingascentral part of the
reconciling activity of God in the world. As Una Kroll
writes, OChristianity roots its healing ministry in the gopd
soil of the Church as a community of ordinary people wh
come together to do things with GodOs help that they ¢ol
not do in their own strength.O JoinWiednesday,
March 25™ at 7:00p.m. for a service of healing

incorporating music from the TaizZ community in France.
Come if you are in need of GodOs gift of healing touch,
Come if you know someone in need of heakmgl offer
prayers on that personOs behalf. Come if you love to sir
or listen to beautiful music. Come if you simply need to
rest in GodOs presence. We hope youOll join us.
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Confirmation News

We had a great time volunteering with the Prison Book
Program(PBP) in Quincy last Saturday. We packaged
books for mailing to prisoners all across the country. We

also read prisonersO letters requesting books and using the

PBPOs oamom OstoreO, we located books that met the
requirements of the prisonerOs coroeeti facility, the

PBPOs shipping weight limits, and the spirit of the request.
We learned that over 40% of prisonersO requests were for

paperback dictionariésthese books fly off the shelves
because so many prisoners are working on their literacy
skills. The free books the PBP provides help prisoners in
so many ways. It felt very rewarding to participate in such
a worthwhile and potentially lifsaving ministry. If you
want to know more, check out their website:
www.prisonbookprogram.org Our next Confirmation
Meeting will be orSunday, March 29™.

Junior High Youth Group Overview

Join us this Sunday, March 22™ following worship for
Pizza and BOWLING at Alley Kat Lanes in Kingston.
Bring $8.00 br shoes and two strings of bowling. We'll
take care of the pizza. WeOll take some time on March
22" to talk about our April minmission project on April
26". For this activity, weOll need to collect some items
during the weeks in between our Marclu a&pril

meetings. So be sure to come find out how you can help.
As the weather gets warmer in May, we'll travel to the
Soule Homestead Education Center, a-panfit working
organic farm in Middleborough. Join us on Saturday,
May 16th from 10a.m. to 12m. as we "get to the root of

it" by learning about gardening and composting. We'll
finish our time at the farm with a fun interactive scavenger
hunt that includes great prizes. We welcome 3Ii78,

and & graders to participate in Jr. High YouthaBp, and
bring a friend!

Senior High Youth Group Overview
Our March meeting will b&riday, March 27 from
5:00-7:00p.m. at the John Robinson Center Youth Room.

WeOll eat pizza, hang out, talk about our plans for the rest

of the year, and watch & disssia t.v. show. We

welcome all 8, 10", 11", and 1¥' graders to join us, and
bring a friend! Meantime, save the dates for our April and
May meetings: Friday, April 10from 8:3610:00p.m. at
Second Church in Manomet and Friday, Ma¥} &6
5:00p.m.at the John Robinson Center Youth Room.

For Your Reflection....

I have found this passage from Gregory Fruehwirth’s
book, Words for Silence: A Year of Contmplative
Medidtations (p. 28-30) to be both heartening and
inspiring. May it be of use to you as we continue our
Lenten spiritual journey together.

—Rev. Heather

In First Thessalonians 5=, St. Paul writes, C)Rejoice
always; pray without ceasing; give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you.O Of case it is possible to get frustrated when
we find ourselves doing the exact opposite of this spiritue
counsel.... When we begin the spiritual life, and all the
way along the journey, we are likely to find ourselves
more despairing than joyful, not living a mode of
ceaseless response to God but curled up in self
centeredness, not giving thanks but remaining resentful
about what is happening. As we experience the difficulty
of becoming people of authentic joy, prayer, and gratitud
we can come to belie that Paul, in writing this one line,
was waxing romantic and getting too idealistic for his owr
good. But...what if Paul was not exaggerating or even
telling us to achieve some spiritual ideal, but was basical
sharing with us something he had expeeed for himself:
that GodOs life is a flow of joy, communion, and
thanksgiving, and that it is possible for us as human
creatures to release ourselves to this flow?

In Philippians 4:5{7, Paul actually gives us practical
advice about how to begin oown greater openness to a
more intimate life with God: OThe Lord is near. Do not
worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses i
undersanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.O What we see here is not simplistic piety,
but hardwon inner clarity in which we are aware of our
fears and anxieties and we learn how to offer them to Go
in prayer as they arise, one aféerother.

This practical measure can begin to transform our
desperate lives of unceasing anxiety into lives of
unceasing prayer and peace. We donOt grit our teeth ar
clench our fists and try to be joyful and grateful. Rather,
we make it a practice@tnotice our worries, to interrupt
their monologue, and to offer them to God in prayer.
ThatOs all. And yet, it actually leads, over time, to a
participation in GodOs life as Paul experienced it. It leads
to a simplicity that is a joyful offering of sel
transparency to God. It leads to unceasing prayer and
communion.
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ISENHEIM ALTARPIECE

OnMarch 29™ the Markses will offer a Lenten Reflection based upon the

| magnificent series of paintings which compriseldenheim Altarpiece Gary

j first learned about the series of painting when he was in seminary at Oberlin.
TheAltarpiece was painted by Mathias GrYenwald and it was used as a form ¢
ministry in a hospice. The central panel is of the Crucifixion of Jesus through
and by which we enter the mysteries of our faith. The presentation includes a
description of the woretous work and scenes from it are matched with
corresponding themes from HanddW@ssiah

We hope that many of you will attend this Lenten reflection. Over the years there have beer
requests for us to offer the program again. Gary is revising theltegta one of a kind

offering and it explores the agony and sublime joys of Christian faith and experience. Pleas
join us as we make our faith pilgrimage toward Holy Week and Easter.

Gary.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP ~ 10:00 AM
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE
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WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




