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Dear Friends,

Last Sunday’s Scripture Reading was John 3:14-21. That lesson contains some of the most famous words in
the New Testament: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.” There are many things in any given text which cannot get into a fifteen-
minute sermon. No matter how much I know about a text, or learn in my weekly researches, not everything can be
included in one homiletical offering.

During my preparations last week I came across a quotation from Mother Theresa of Calcutta which, I think,
could have profitably been a part of my sermon. In speaking about the famed verse, John 3:16, mother Theresa said:

OToday God loves the world so much that he gives you, He gives me to love the world, to be His
His compassion. It is such a beautiful thought fd¥ asd convictiof that you and | can be that
love and compassion.O
We all have learned recently that Mother Theresa had doubts about the faith that she nonetheless incarnated in her
work among the poorest and sickest people in the world. Those doubts are revealed in a book edited by Brian
Kolodiejchuk entitled, Mother Teresa-Come Be My Light-The Private Writings of the “Saint of Calcutta.”

The point is, when her belief wavered she never gave up acting in compassionate ministry. The way of Jesus
and his means of showing God’s love for the world never ceased. Belief about the role of Jesus as God’s agent in
loving the world did not prevent her from acting, as closely as she could, in the ways that Jesus acted.

During the Lenten season the focus of Scripture readings has been upon the journey of the spirit. That focus
began with Jesus being tempted to depart from God’s desire to show how much God loves the world, and to what
extremes God was willing to go to show the world that it is loved.

When faith wavers, sometimes the way to its restoration is to keep on acting in ways that inspired faith in the
first place. Jesus in his increasingly lonely trek toward Calvary must have wondered what his own suffering really
meant. Mother Theresa, under the duress of caring for the poor and sick, felt doubt about being an agent of God’s
love. Yet, Jesus, and his disciple Theresa, kept on in the belief that the world cannot do without being loved by a
just and compassionate God.

The lesson: following the way of Jesus is to show that we are very much a part of God’s loving of the
world.

Love,

g "©The Church of the Pilgrimage in Plymouth, MA Inc., all rights reserved.
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On QOur Calendar

Mar 29: Morning worship 10:00am, Rev. Gary L. Marks
preaching. The Cherub Choir and Junior Choir will rehearse.
The Chest of Joash will be a part of worship. A Lenten
Reflection: A presentation on basic Christian themes as
depicted in the great Altarpiece in an Isenheim hospice by
Matthias Griienwald (see notes).

Mar 30: Monday Meals of Hospitality in Allerton Hall, 1 1am-
Ipm.

Apr 1: Bible Study in the JRC at 10:00am. Evening Prayer in
the Sanctuary, 7:00pm.

Apr 2: Christian Education Committee Meeting at 7pm in the
JRC Conference Room.

Coming Event®
April 5-Palm SundayPalm Sunday Communion Breakfast in

Allerton Hall at 8:00pm. Morning worship at 10:00am wit the
distribution of palms. The Chest of Joash Service will be a part
of the morning worship service. The Cherub and Junior Choirs

will sing. The Board of Trustees will meet in the JRC
Conference Room following morning worship.

Apr 7-The Missions Committee will meet in the JRC at 7:00pm.

Apr 9Maundy Thursday Service of Conmion and The Office
of Tenebre in the sanctuary at 7:00pm.
Apr 10Good Friday The church office will be closed. Good

Friday Service, OThe Way of the Cross,O in the sanctuary at

7:00pm.

Apr 12Easter Sunday Sunrise Service on ColeOs Hill at
6:00am. Ester SundayFamily Service in the sanctuary at
9:00am. Traditional Easter Service in the sanctuary at

11:00am. Church School children will participate in a Stations

of the Cross Service during the 11:00am service.

Office Hours for Rev. Gary L. Marks

Mar 31, Apr 1-3: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am.
Office Hours for Rev. Heather Moody

Mar 31, Apr 1, 3: Rev. Moody will be in the office at 10:00am.

Jenny Healy is Deacon in charge of Meals
for March and April.

Church Record

Hospitalized: Recuperating at home after hospitalization,
Marie Robinson.

Baptisms: On March 22, 2009 Cameron Michael Drollett, son
of Sarah Walton and William Drollett, was baptized during the
Sunday worship service.

In Memoriam: On March 21, 2009 Rev. Marks conducted a
memorial service for Grant Russell Axford in the sanctuary. On
March 24, 2009 Rev. Marks conducted a funeral service for
Russell Santheson. On March 28, 2009 Rev. Marks conducted a
memorial service for Arlene Keezer.

Flowers: In memory of Gordon Armstrong from his family.

NOTES |

We thank all who purchased American Cancer Society
Daffodils which were distributed following the worship service
on March 22"

We thank Fred Northrop for a splendid testimonial concerning
his faith journey. Those who have spoken during our current
Stewardship Campaign have offered moving testimonials
regarding their faith and the role of The Church of the
Pilgrimage in their lives.

On behalf of my entire family, I would like to thank everyone
who helped make my brother's Memorial service this past
Saturday so moving. There is always such a strong sense of
love whenever we are together, that it overcomes all the
darkness during times like this. Thank you from the bottom of
my heart! Linn Peterson

We are doing some spring cleaning and ask that everyone
check the stage area and coat rack in Allerton Hall for items
they may have forgotten. On Friday, April 3" any unclaimed
items will be recycled, donated or thrown away. Thank you.

Lights Out! In effort to conserve energy, we will not be
lighting the chandeliers in the sanctuary on bright sunny Sunday
mornings.

MEMORIAL LILIES

The joyous Easter season is fast approaching. As is our
tradition, the beauty of our church will be enhanced on Easter
morning with a multitude of lilies. Through your loving
donation of $15, your name and those honored or memorialized
will be listed in the Easter Sunday bulletin as well as in Easter
week’s Herald. Sign up in the lower vestibule following this
Sunday’s service and the next Sunday, or call the church office.
Volunteers will be welcomed to take flowers to shut-ins
following the service.

A Stewardship Moment

Do you sometimes hear that little voice say: We all understand
this is a monetary world and times are tough. So hey God, why
not give us a year to catch up on our bills and maybe we can
catch up next year with our pledges?

The Bible leads us to Proverbs 3:27-28 Do not withhold good
from those who deserve it, when it is in your power to act. Do
not say to your neighbor, “Come back later; I’ll give it
tomorrow- when you now have it with you.

As a member of the CE committee and Sunday school teacher I
can say that we strive to educate our children and ourselves the
importance of stewardship. The young might not understand the
financial impact of stewardship but, what they do understand is:
Be generous by loving others the way God loves you (The Good
Shepherd), be dependable by helping others (The Widow’s
Offering), share joyfully some of what God has given you (Jesus
calls his Disciples to be fishers of men).

As you consider your pledge, listen for the voice of the Good
Shepherd and be confident in God’s grace and care. —The
Coombs Family

An Invitation

This Sunday and next, the Chest of Joash will be at the front of
the sanctuary, as is the custom at the Church of the Pilgrimage
during this Stewardship Campaign. Come, bring your pledge
and your offering envelopes! Join the procession and enjoy




THE PILGRIMAGE HERALD

THE CHURCH OF THE PILGRIMAGE, PLYMOUTH, MASS.

singing your favorite hymns as we pledge our gifts to do the
Lord's work.
History of theChest of Joash
- Written by Rev. Gary L. Marks
The Chest of Joash Service is used in churches as a means of
collecting your pledges to the work of the church.

In Il Chronicles 24:414 we find the story of King Joash, who
placed a chest at the gate of theuse of the Lord to collect a

tax which Moses had levied to the people of Israel in order to
provide funds for the temple. Joash reigned in Israel from
about 837800 B.C. Chronicles reports that the people brought
their offerings to the chest in theigpof rejoicing because of
their glee in being able to serve the Lord and to have a part in
the rebuilding of their beloved temple. Money was brought in
abundance and in joy, because the people recognized that their
material gifts were a central factam the expression of their

faith in the LordOs work.

We continue the Chest of Joash tradition by placing the chest on
the communion table. AS you bring forth your gifts remember
that you are a part of the people of God, and this should inspire
a joy likethose who 800 years before Christ brought forth their
gifts joyfully.

If you cannot bring your pledge to Church on Sunday, make
sure you mail it to the Church office. Your Stewardship
Committee wishes to thank everyone for their positive attitude
toward giving this year. “God” does love a cheerful giver!

Thanks again and see you on Sunday.
Your Stewardship Committee,

Gina Basler, Neil Bottomley, Geoffrey Campbell, Gay Flood,
Susan Healy, Peggy Jewett, Gail Mason, Susan Miller

MISSIONS & OUTREACH UPDATES'!

Monday Meals of Hospitality are a free hot meal at lunch time
for those in need. If you would like to donate, prepare a meal,
help serve, or assist in any way, please call our coordinator
Diane Flood at 508-209-0266 for more information.

The Plymouth Food Warehouse Donations. The following
non-perishable foods are always needed at the warehouse:

canned tuna, chicken, and ham, macaroni & cheese, pasta and

sauce, rice, beans, canned vegetables or fruit, baby food &

formula (with unexpired dates), condiments such as ketchup,
mustard, mayonnaise, peanut butter, jelly, hearty soups and

chili, crackers, cereal, juice, coffee & tea. Families with

children attending church school classes are reminded to bring
one item per child in lieu of the childOs monetagyiofj.

Thank you for donating every Sunday!

Coming up in April....

Health and Hygiene Kits. In the face of natural disasters,
violence, or grinding poverty, Health and Hygiene Kits can
mean the difference between sickness and health for struggling
families. We’ll be putting together health kitsfor Church World
Services (CWS) sometime in April. These kits will be
distributed nationally and internationally to those in need. If you

would like to start collecting items at home, with a group, or

with your neighbors, here is what will be needed for the kits:
¥ Hand towels measuring approximately 16" x 28" (no

fingertip or bath towels)

Washcloths

Wide-tooth combs

Nail clippers (no metal files or emery boards)

Bars of soap (bath size in wrapper)

Toothbrushes (in original packaging)

Band-Aids® (regular size)

Gallon size plastic bags with zipper closures

Important: We will not be collecting toothpaste for the CWS

Hygiene Kits.

KK KKK KK

Book Drive. A non-profit bookstore called More than Words in
Waltham trains young people who have been homeless, in foster
homes, and in trouble with the law to run a book store, use a
computer, and learn sound business skills and practices. We will
be collecting books for this store at the end of April. Please
consider donating the following gently used or better condition
books: Fiction and Non-fiction: Hardcover or Trade Paperback,
Specific Genres: Current Textbooks, Cookbooks, History
Books, Art Books, Religion Books, Philosophy Books,
Children’s Books, Coffee Table Picture Books, Antiquarian,
Unusual or Collectable books, Audio Books (CD or Cassette),
University Publishers (Harvard Press, etc.), Music CD’s
Movies: DVD, and VHS Video Games. More information to
come later in March. Please visit this website
www.mtwyouth.org for more information.

Confirmation News
Our next Confirmation Meeting will be on Sunday, March
29",

Junior High Youth Group Overview

Join us after worship on April 26™ for a mini-mission project.
For this activity, we’ll need to collect some items during the
weeks in between our March and April meetings. Rev. Heather
will be contacting you to let you know how you can help.
Looking ahead to May, we'll travel to the Soule Homestead
Education Center, a non-profit working organic farm in
Middleborough. Join us on Saturday, May 16th from 10a.m. to
12p.m. as we "get to the root of it" by learning about how to
grow our own food and reduce our household waste through
composting. We'll finish our time at the farm with a fun
interactive scavenger hunt that includes great prizes. We
welcome all 6", 7" and 8" graders to participate in Jr. High
Youth Group, and bring a friend!

Senior High Youth Group Overview
Our March meeting will be this Friday, March 27" from 5:00-

7:00p.m. at the John Robinson Center Youth Room. We’ll eat
pizza, hang out, talk about our plans for the rest of the year, and
watch & discuss a t.v. show. We welcome all 9, 10", 11%, and
12™ graders to join us, and bring a friend! Our April meeting
will take place on Friday, April 10" from 8:30-10:00p.m. at
Second Church in Manomet. Our May meeting will take place
on Friday, May 15" at 5:00p.m. at the John Robinson Center
Youth Room. For this meeting, we’ll have a special guest
speaker.
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ISENHEIM ALTARPIECE

On March 29" the Markses will offer a Lenten Reflection based upon the
magnificent series of paintings which comprise the Isenheim Altarpiece. Gary
first learned about the series of painting when he was in seminary at Oberlin.
The Altarpiece was painted by Mathias Griienwald and it was used as a form of
ministry in a hospice. The central panel is of the Crucifixion of Jesus through
and by which we enter the mysteries of our faith. The presentation includes a
description of the wonderous work and scenes from it are matched with
corresponding themes from Handel’s Messiah.

We hope that many of you will attend this Lenten reflection. Over the years there have been
requests for us to offer the program again. Gary is revising the text. It is a one of a kind
offering and it explores the agony and sublime joys of Christian faith and experience. Please
join us as we make our faith pilgrimage toward Holy Week and Easter.

Gary.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP ~ 10:00 AM
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE
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WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




