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Volume LXXXI, No. 16 Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am-4:00pm May 10, 2009 
Dear Friends, 
 Last Sunday we began our Heifer Project International Emphasis Month at The Church of the Pilgrimage.  
Rosalee Sinn and Sarah Barnicle gave a very interesting ChildrenÕs Message to get us all thinking once again about 
the wonderful work that H.P.I. does in the persistent struggle against hunger. 
 It appeared to be coordinated planning on RosaleeÕs and my part that Heifer Emphasis Month had itÕs kick 
off date on Good Shepherd Sunday, the fourth Sunday of Easter.  Not only that Rosalee chose to focus the first 
Sunday on a single animal.  That animal was the sheep.  I wish I could take credit for such coordinated planning, but 
the truth is it just turned out the way it did and it was a happy coincidence. 
 Each fourth Sunday of Easter the focus is on the Good Shepherd.  That tradition, I have learned, is an ancient 
one.  The image of the Good Shepherd is a powerful and important one in both testaments of the Bible.  In spite of 
the fact that we donÕt see sheep and shepherds at work very often around here, the portrait of the Good Shepherd still 
resonates with us, I believe, in our increasingly non-agrarian society.  At almost every funeral I conduct, and I 
preside at many funerals, the most requested Scripture reading continues to be Psalm 23.  I have read it hundreds of 
times and it still moves me each time I read it.  IÕm going to read it again tonight. 
 I canÕt any longer remember nor find the source, but I do recall a story I read many years ago about sheep 
which may have relevance to our personal and church lives. 
 A Scotsman was walking with a friend through the rolling pastoral hills when a storm was brewing and 
visible on the horizon.  The sheep sensed the storm and began to move from the valleys to the highest hill.  The 
visitor said to the Scotsman, ÒSheep are the dumbest animals in the world!  They move from the protected valley to 
where the storm will be at itÕs worst.Ó 
 The Scotsman said, ÒOn the contrary, sheep know that if they stay in the valley, they can get caught in 
deepening water, or stuck in bramble bushes and drown.  Plus, their wool absorbs the water and that can make them 
too heavy to move toward shelter.  You see, sheep intuit that it is best for them to move to higher ground where the 
waters run off and no puddles are formed and bramble bushes are not a threat.  Sheep are, he said, among the 
smartest animals in the world.Ó 
 It is best for us, as well as for sheep, to face the storms of life head on.  Our chances of survival are better 
that way than seeking what appears to be safety in protected valleys.  If we are facing storms, the Good Shepherd 
will help us weather them.  Please think about this. 

Love,                    

©The Church of the Pilgrimage in Plymouth, MA Inc., all rights reserved. 



 

 
2 

On Our Calendar 
May 10-MotherÕs Day:  Morning worship 10am, Rev. Gary 
Marks preaching.  The Cherub Choir will sing. 
May 13:  Bible Study in the JRC at 10am.  Evening Prayer in 
the sanctuary at 7pm.  Choir Rehearsal in the sanctuary at 
7:30pm. 
May 15: Rehearsal for Hats Off to Music in the sanctuary. 
May 16:  Hats Off to Music in Allerton Hall 5:30pm. 
Coming Events Ð 
May 17-The Annual Meeting of The Church of the Pilgrimage. 
May 19-The Board of Trustees will meet at 7pm in the JRC 
Conference Room. 
May 20-Music Committee Meeting at 6:30pm. 
May 25-The Church Office will be closed for Memorial Day. 
May 26-The Advisory Board will meet at 7:00pm in the JRC 
Conference Room. 
Office Hours for Rev. Gary L. Marks 
May 12-15: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am. 
Office Hours for Rev. Heather Moody  
May 12, 13 and 15 Rev. Moody will be in the office at 10:00am. 
May 14:  Rev. Moody will be attending a Southeast Area Clergy 
Day of Covenant at First Congregational Church in Hanover. 
 
Flowers: On May 3rd the flowers on the communion table were 
given in loving memory of Martha Besse, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Peter Smith, and Miss Gertrude Smith.  Given by Gilbert L. 
Besse and Family.  The flowers on the right side were given in 
loving memory of her son, Gary Courtney.  Given by Billie 
Courtney.  The flowers on the communion table this Sunday are 
given in loving memory of Miss Jane Burns.  Given by Putnam 
and Kathy Burns and Family.  The flowers on the right side are 
in loving honor of our Mothers. 

C h u r c h  R e c o r d 

Hospitalized:  Recently hospitalized, Sheldon Peavey and 
Marjorie Fall. 

Baptisms: Lexsia Marie Barker-Walsh, daughter of Sarah 
Barker and Jessie Walsh; Makenzie Lynn and Caiden Sean 
McLeod, daughter and son of the late Ashley Rose Cappola and 
grandchildren of Laurie and James Brown. 

In Memoriam:  On May 1, 2009 Rev. Marks conducted a funeral 
service for Alden Harold Sturtevant. 

N  O  T  E  S       

On April 20th Gary attended a meeting of the 400th 
Anniversary Committee at Plimoth Plantation.  The committee 
is making long range plans for celebrations centered upon the 
landing of the Mayflower in 1620. 

On April 27th Gary took part in an impressive Yom Ha Shoah 
(Holocaust Memorial) Service at The Temple Beth Jacob 
Community Center. 

Evening Prayer Services in the sanctuary will continue at least 
through the month of May.  If you would value a time of 
reflection and directed silent prayer, please feel welcome to join 
us from 7:00-7:30pm on Wednesday evenings. 

Sheldon Peavey has been recently hospitalized.  He is 
extremely grateful for all the prayers, cards, calls and visits he 
has received from his church family.  His spirits are great and he 
continues to keep his church family and the ministers in his 
prayers.  

The Annual Meeting of The Church of the Pilgrimage will be 
held on May 17th following the morning worship service.  
Reports of the various boards and committees of the church will 
be received and the budget for 2009-2010 will be presented and 
acted upon.  This is a very important meeting and it is hoped 
that many of you will attend.  The congregation has many 
decisions to make regarding the budget and the vital ministries 
of the church.  Please make every effort to be in attendance. 

The Church Council was scheduled to meet on Sunday, May 
3rd.  Only one person came.  We will reconvene in the fall.  
Thank you, Marylyn Dunlap Colburn. 
  

Important Dates to Remember 
Sunday, May 31st: Confirmation Sunday.   
Sunday, June 14th: Church School and Graduating Seniors 
Sunday.   

Our children will provide some of the leadership for 
our regular worship service.   We will have a service of 
recognition and blessing for our graduating high school 
seniors.  We will also recognize the adults who serve as 
Sunday School Teachers.   

Confirmation News 
Our next Confirmation activity will be THIS Sunday, May 10th. 

Junior High Youth Group Overview 
This month, we'll travel to the Soule Homestead Education 
Center, a non-profit working organic farm in Middleborough.  
See details on page 3 of this issue of the Herald. Please call the 
church office or contact Rev. Heather to register for this event 
so that we can get an accurate count for Soule farm. We 
welcome all 6th, 7th, and 8th graders to participate in Jr. High 
Youth Group, and bring a friend! 
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Senior High Youth Group Overview  
Our May meeting will take place on Fri, May 15th at 5p.m. at 
the Second Church in Manomet---please note the change in 
location from previous Herald announcements.  This meeting is 
for senior highs AND their parents.  Our topic?  Teen Dating 
Violence.  Believe it or not, it happens to 1 in 3 high school 
students.  Come and learn the early warning signs and what you 
can do if it happens to you or a friend.  A workshop for high 
schoolers and their parents focusing on healthy relationships, 
sexual harassment, and partner violence.  Led by Wendy Garf-
Lipp and her colleagues from Womansplace Crisis Center, an 
organization that has been working to help survivors of 
domestic violence and sexual assault in Plymouth County for 25 
years.  This is an important event.  Bring a friend. 

2nd Grade Bibles! 
WeÕre working on gathering a comprehensive list of this yearÕs 
2nd graders who will be receiving a Bible on Church School 
Sunday (June 14th).  However, we want to be sure no one is left 
outÑ so parents, please call the church office (508-746-3026) 
with the spelling of your childÕs name as you would have it 
appear on her or his Bible.   

Attention Graduating Seniors and Parents 
We want to honor our graduating high school seniors during 
worship on June 14th and we would like to publish your name 
and any information you have about your future plans in an 
upcoming issue of the Herald.  Please call the church office to 
let us know if you will be able to be present on June 14th and to 
share whatÕs next for you. 
 
A Monday Meals Thank you !! 
The end of April brought the close of our Monday Meals of 
Hospitality for the summer. The program will resume in mid-
September.  More than 70 different people were served 
throughout the eight- month season, with an average of 30 to 40 
attending each week.  It has been a pleasure to serve them. 

We would like to thank all of the volunteers: church members, 
friends and neighbors -- some 60 in all -- who cheerfully 
prepared food, served meals, cleaned up, arranged, supplies and 
gave donations. 

Thank you to Nate and Dr. Moore for again providing free flu 
shots; Rev. Heather and her combined Senior Youth Groups, 
and Jenny Healy, each for completely handling one meal; Amy 
Simpson for donating two glorious cabinets; and Tom and Pat 
Mudgett for making the arrangements and supplying the locks; 
Molly Lancaster for designing our new sign;  and the WomenÕs 
Guild for their generous donations. 

A special thank you to Susan Miller and Meg Bross for leading 
two teams: Hildegard Schimpf, Janet Holmes, Lynette 
Lancaster, and Rosa Cook for their organizational skills; the 
Johnsons, Sinns and May family for helping on Christmas Day;  
Rev. Marks for his many visits on Mondays and continuing 
support, and to Shellie Souza and Tony Nightingale for helping 
in so many ways.  Thank you all !!   Diane Flood 
 
 
 

ÒFamiliesÓ--- from Diana Budge 
There are immediate families and extended families and then 
there are church families.  While our biological families are our 
first line of defense in times of trouble, nothing can compare to 
the compassionate support of my church family. 

Church families provide a listening ear in time of triumph and 
trouble, support in crisis and prayerful help always.  How 
blessed I have been to be a part of such a family during this 
difficult time as my beloved daughter fights her way through the 
devastating diagnosis of Cancer.  The calls, prayers, words of 
encouragement, cards and prepared meals are constant 
reminders of the genuine Christian kindness of the members of 
this congregation.  I can never thank you enough for your 
concern and your help.  There is a way to go in LiisaÕs recovery 
but she is on her way and is so grateful to all who have kept her 
in their prayers as well as those who have prepared so many 
meals that help so much on those days when fatigue is at itÕs 
most troublesome. 

God will surely bless such a caring people who serve others in 
his name and I add my blessings to all of my church family. 

 
 

 

Calling all 6 th , 7th , and 8th  graders for another  
AWESOME Jr. High Youth Group Activity!  

 
Do you like to be outside?  

Want to learn  how to grow something you can 
eat? 

Do you care about the environment  and  
saving money  for your family?  

Do you like to play outdoor games   
(and maybe even win a prize )? 

 
Join us Saturday, May 16 th  10a.m. -12p.m.  

at the  Soule Homestead Education Center  
(a non-profit working organic farm)  

46 Soule Street, Middleboro, MA 02346  
www.soulehomestead.org  

 
WeÕll ÒGet to the Root of ItÓ by learning how to 
grow our own food and reduce household waste 

through composting.  WeÕll even go on an outdoor 
scavenger hunt adve nture with the help of clues, a 

map and a compass.   
 

Sound like fun?   
Call the church off ice 508 -746-3026 by May 

7th  
to reserve your spot.  Cost: $3.00 

 



 
 
Hats Off to Music 

Please join us for a fun evening of dinner and entertainment on Saturday, May 16, in Allerton 
Hall.  Dinner starts at 5:30 with the show starting at 6:30.  The menu consists of a chicken and 
pasta dinner prepared by Al Hoyt and Peter Balboni.  A brownie and ice cream desert, prepared 
by the Membership and Evangelism Committee will be served during intermission.  The show 
will feature favorite scenes and songs from Broadway shows as well as other surprises. 

Tickets are $10.00 for adults, $5.00 for students/seniors and a maximum of $25.00/family.  All 
proceeds will be donated to the Church.  Tickets will be available this Sunday and also at the 
door. 

 
A Stewardship Appeal 

If you have not sent in your pledge to the Church office, please do it as soon as possible.  The 
Board of Trustees is in the process of making the Church budget for the ensuing six months and 
our collective pledge dollars will guide the Board in its decision making.  Your pledge is 
important in determining the level of Church services in these difficult economic times. 
 


