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Dear Friends,

When our Pilgrim forebears were living in Leyden, Holland they were questioned by other religious
groups about the propriety of holding their business meetings on thatBdbllowing worship. Pastor John
Robinson responded by saying, in effect, that the business of the church is never separate from the worshi
the church. In fact, it is best to keep the spiritual mission of the church close to the means thasiirvase
in the material world. The implication was that the business of the congregation is a part of the spiritual wc
of the congregation.

As in so many other ways, Pastor Robinson gave wise and sage counsel to his church and it should
applyto a direct heir of his Leyden congregation, The Church of the Pilgrimage. Everything we do should
reflect our basic beliefs. First and foremost in our minds and hearts should be that we are a spiritual body
recognizes that everything we have igfa@f God. The business of the church is not to be separated from the
spiritual call we have to serve in the world which God has shown GodOs love in Christ.

This coming Sunday The Church of the Pilgrimage will meet in its Annual Meeting. We willeeceiv
reports concerning our work over the last year. We will also consider and act upon a budget proposed by tl
Board of Trustees. The proposed budget has been made available to you and it contains cuts in funds whi
affect our spiritual life in substantiaays. Those cuts have implications for worship, pastoral ministry and the
mission of the church. Some very difficult decisions will have to be made, but they should be made with
compassion and as much wisdom as we can muster as a congregation.

| implore all of us to remember that the Annual Meeting is true to its legacy in our tradition when it
thinks of itself as an extension of worship. The budget, and-aklfed temporal matters concerning the
church®s ministry, is but a means of serving oyreprand responsible worship of God.

In our faith tradition we seek to discern the mind of Christ through the process of consensus. That
means that we, after due deliberation and expression of opinions, are true to our tradition when we trust thi
GodOs il for us is in our joint agreements. Under our covenant thatOs how we rule ourselves, but how we
ourselves must be our means of honoring God and holding one another in mutual love and respect. Anyth
less than that renders the Annual Meetingdanerely a business meeting. We are a people of the Covenant
with God and one another. Let us all honor the Covenant.

Love,

‘ 4 ‘©The Church of the Pilgrimage in Plymouth, MA Inc., all rights reserved.

Clerk BLois Post; Moderator BSteven Triffletti; Treasurer EElizabeth Hughes; CollectorbDebra Richters and Nate Davis;
Music Director-Kelley DePasqua; OrganistMichael Eaton; Office Administrator -Shellie Souza; SextosTony Nightingale;
World Mission Emphasis-Heifer Project International; Church Building Telephone-508-747-1341
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On Our Calendar
May 17: Morning worship 10am, Rev. Gary Marks
preaching. The Annual Meeting of The Church of the
Pilgrimage will be held immediately following morning
worship in the sanctuary. There will not be a morning
coffee hour.
May 13: Bible Stug in the JRC at 10am. Evening
Prayer in the sanctuary at 7pm. Choir Rehearsal in the
sanctuary at 7:30pm.
May 19: The Board of Trustees will met in the JRC
Conference Room at 7pm.
May 20: The Music Committee will meet at 6:30pm.
Evening Prayer in the satuary at 7:00pm. Choir
Rehearsal at 7:30prtoming Event®
May 26 The Advisory Board will meet at 7:00pm in the
JRC Conference Room.
May 3tConfirmation Sunday.

Office Hours for Rev. Gary L. Marks

May 18: Rev. Marks will attend a 40@nniversary
Committee meeting.

May 1822: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am.
Office Hours for Rev. Heather Moody

May 1921: Rev. Moody will be in the office at 10:00am.

Church Record

Hospitalized Eileen Ganem is recuperating at Golden
Living. Beatrice Wilbuw is now at home.

Baptisms On May 10, 2009 Brycen Otto Kumm, son of
Katelyn Elizabeth Kumm, was baptized during the Sunday
service.

Year to Date Financial Update (as of 4/30/09)

Total Income: $293,511.56
Total Expenses$328,587.59
Variance (shortfall):$35,076.03

Pledged % against Budget2.2%
Pledge % Goal for YTD83%
Variance: 10.8% ($19,612.06)

Please contact Elizabeth Hughes Campbell if you have
questions (50877-2473 orclowncargirl@yahoo.cojn

Flowers: In loving memory of Mr. William Stearns, Jr.
Given by William and Nancy Stearns and Family.

NOTES \

Wednesday Evening Prayer Servicewill meet until
May 27" when it will recess until fall. Do feel free to
attend this service of diresd silent prayer.

TheWednesday Morning Bible Studywill not meet

until next September. The group has had some terrific
conversations based on the bodke Splendor of
Creation. In the fall the group will be engaged in a
traditional Bible Study. If gu are able to attend, please
consider attending the Bible Study in the fall.

It took three attempts over three years, but | have just
received word that The Church of the Pilgrimage has bee
awarded 4,000 grant from the A.D. Makepeace
Neighborhood Fund The grant was written to help us
fund the replacement of the remaining original windows ii
the sanctuary and must be used for that purpose. As
generous as this grant appears, we will still need to matc
it with private donations. Each of the large domws costs
approximately $8,000 as they are custom made for us. I
a step in the right directions and | will continue to
investigate other grant opportunities. | would like to than
Jessica Hague, Ray Quinn, Doug Post and, of course,
Shellie Souza fotheir invaluable help. Linn Peterson

The Memorial Garden is in bloom and 3 lovely benches
given in memory of loved ones are in place awaiting
visitors. Please come and enjoy a walk through this
solemn space or come and sit for a while. The stones th.
line the east side of the garden are the inspiration stones
that enhance our garden. These stones are one way the
memorial garden committee is raising money to payback
the memorial fund for the creation of this beautiful space.
You can purchase one ofete stones for $30 and it will

be inscribed with your choice of inspirational words or a
loved ones name. After church on Septembé&t, 2r
memorial garden will be dedicated and inspirational
stones will be laid in the path. With Memorial Day close
athand, consider this way of memorializing a loved one.

NOTICE

In accordance with the Bylaws of The Church of the Pilgrimage,
the 2009 Annual Business Meeting will be held on May 17,
2009, following the Service of Worship.

The Purpose of the Meeting shall be:

1. To receive Reports of all Boards, Committees and Officers.
2. To act upon the 2009 Budget of the Church.
3. The election of Officers, Board and Committee Members.

All Church Members are urged to attend this important Meeting.

Lois E. Post

T &

Clerk
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Important Dates to Remember

May 31 Confirmation Sunday.

June 14thChurch School and Graduating Seniors

Sunday.
Our children will provide some of the leadership
for our regular worshigervice. We will have a
service of recognition and blessing for our
graduating high school seniors. We will also
recognize the adults who serve as Sunday School
Teachers. Church picnic at Pinewood Lodge to
follow the worship service.

Confirmation News
Our next Confirmation activity will be Sunday, May"24

Junior High Youth Group Overview

This Saturdaywe'll travel to the Soule Homestead
Education Center, a nerofit working organic farm in
Middleborough. Join uthis Saturday, May 16th from
10a.m.to 12p.m.as we "get to the root of it" by learning
about how to grow our own food and reduce our
household waste through composting. We'll finish our
time at the farm with a fun interactive scavenger hunt that
includes great prizes. We welcome 4l 8", and &

graders to participate in Jr. High Youth Group, and bring a
friend!!

Senior High Youth Group Overview

Our May meeting will take place dfriday, May 15" at
5:00p.m. at the Second Church in Manomgilease note
the change in location fromeyious Herald
announcements. This meeting is for senior highs AND
their parents. Our topic? Teen Dating Violence. Believe
it or not, it happens to 1 in 3 high school students. Come
and learn the early warning signs and what you can do if it
happens tgou or a friend. A workshop for high
schoolerandtheir parents focusing on healthy
relationships, sexual harassment, and partner violence.
Led by Wendy GarLipp and her colleagues from

Womansplace Crisis Center, an organization that has been

workingto help survivors of domestic violence and sexual
assault in Plymouth County for 25 years. This is an
important event. Bring a friend.

2" Grade Bibles!

WeOre working on gathering a comprehensive list of this
yearOs"2graders who will be receiving atBé on Church
School Sunday (June 4 However, we want to be sure
no one is left ol so parents, please call the church office
(508-746-3026) with the spelling of your childOs name as
you would have it appear on her or his Bible.

Attention Graduating Seniors and Parents
We want to honor our graduating high school seniors
during worship ordune 14" and we would like to publish

your name and any information you have about your
future plans in an upcoming issue of the Herald. Please
call the church ofte to let us know if you will be able to
be present on June"d4nd to share whatOs next for you.

The Rhubarb is inTime to start making and freezing

pies for the Harvest Fair. Our goal is to have as many
frozen pies prepared as possible well ahddabdeoOctober
rush. By spreading out the work over the next several
months, it also gives us an opportunity to make a greater
variety of pies using what is in season or what is on sale.
To assure a uniform product, all pies should be put into
the disposhle pie plates that | will provide (look for the
box in Allerton Hall next week), and all pies should be
made using the following piecrust recipe (but may be
filled with your choice of fruit custards donOt freeze
well). Be sure to wrap the pies in a lafgastic bag and
label what kind of pie it is (permanent marker written righ
on the bag is the best w#ggs can get lost and tape often
doesnOt stick). If you do not have room in your freezer fc
all your pies, contact me and | will see to it that thely g
into a big freezer. Any number of pies will be well
received; the traditional apple, blueberry and strawberry
rhubarb are the best sellers. The

pies will be sold frozen (and unbaked!). Piecrust coachir
is available upon request. Thank you verychior your
participation. Contact me with any questions: Jenny 508
747-7168 or poetick@verizon.net

Piecrust recipe for frozen pies

2 sticks unsalted butter, chilled and cut into cubes

2 cups all purpose flour

1/2 teaspoon salt

1 tablespoon sugar

1/4 cupice water

Mix dry ingredients well. Work in butter using two

knives or a

pastry blender (not your hands as they will warm the
butter too

much). Once butter has been well incorporated (reducec
to peas sized pieces) add ice water and toss with fork to
moisten dough. Turn dough out onto counter and rub
dough into the counter several times with the heel of you
hand. Form the dough into two discs, wrap in waxed
paper or plastic and refrigerate for at least 2 hours.

Golf Tournament Hole Sponsorship The Annual

Church of the Pilgrimage September Golf Tournament
will be held Saturday morning, September 19, 2009 at
Southers Marsh Golf Club in West Plymouth. We
welcome corporate and individual hole sponsors ($100) t
make this fundraiser a success. Gike Harrington
508747-2060 or Judy Mitchell 50846-3959 for more
information.
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Hats Off to Music

Please join us for a fun evening of dinner and entertainitél® SATURDAY, May 16, in
Allerton Hall. Dinner starts at 5:30 with the show starting at 6:30. The menu consists of a
chicken and pasta dinner prepared by Al Hoyt and PeteoBia A brownie and ice cream
desert, prepared by the Membership and Evangelism Committee will be served during
intermission. The show will feature favorite scenes and songs from Broadway shows as we
other surprises.

Tickets are $10.00 for adult$5.00 for students/seniors and a maximum of $25.00/family. All
proceeds will be donated to the Church. Tickets will be available at the door.

A Stewardship Appeal

If you have not sent in your pledge to the Church office, please do it as soon as pdssble
Board of Trustees is in the process of making the Church budget for the ensuing six months
our collective pledge dollars will guide the Board in its decisi@aking. Your pledge is
important in determining the level of Church services in ti&@feult economic times.
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WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




