
 

 
Moderator Ð Allen Hoyt; Treasurer ÐElizabeth Hughes Campbell; Clerk Ð Lois Post; Collector Ð Tom Mudgett; 

Music Director-Kelley DePasqua; Organist Ð Michael Eaton; Office Manager-Shellie Souza;  
World Mission Emphasis-Heifer Project International; Church Building Telephone-508-747-1341 

Volume LXXIX, No. 29 Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am-4:00pm October 11, 2009 
 
Dear Friends: 
 While looking for something else I came across a quotation form St. Francis de Sales which seemed to speak 
to my life situation as well as to our work as a congregation.  The quotation is found in his book Finding GodÕs Will 
For You.  The language used is dated, but I find in it something quite adaptable to contemporary life. 

ÒThe enemy often tries to make us attempt and start many projects so that we will be overwhelmed 
with too many tasks, and therefore achieve nothing and leave everything unfinished.  Sometimes he 
even suggests the wish to undertake some excellent work that he foresees we will never accomplish.  
This is to distract us from the prosecution of some less excellent work that we would have easily 
completed.  He does not care how many plans and beginnings we make, provided nothing is 
finished.Ó 

 IsnÕt it true that we mean well when we start some project, show great enthusiasm for it, but then tire of it 
and leave it undone?  We may not actually tire of it, but get distracted from it, or start something else which interests 
us, too.  The truth is for most of us that we have a lot of unfinished business in our lives. 
 It is not only true of individuals, but of groups and institutions that we start things and donÕt finish them.  In 
the church, for instance, we get up a great deal of interest in a project and as time goes by we somehow lose sight of 
what was an excellent idea.  Good ideas are not so good when we fail to follow through on them. 
 For years our church has talked about the need to build up our endowment so that in adverse economic times 
we will be able to carry on our programming and adequately finance those programs and to assure that our buildings 
are kept in good repair and staff fairly compensated.  We have a fairly modest endowment for a congregation which 
has carried on its ministry under the covenant for 403 years!  We have accomplished much in our venerable history.  
We are now accomplishing much, and are even growing in our sense of ministry and mission.   
 It is my hope that we can encourage each other to remember the church in our wills.  Many cannot leave 
much, others can.  We have a wonderful legacy and a brilliant future, if we donÕt become overwhelmed with so 
many tasks that we donÕt finish any. 
 Whatever we begin let us commit ourselves to seeing it completed.  As St. Francis de Sales reminds us from 
the distant past, something sinister does not care how many plans and beginnings we make, provided nothing is 
finished.  Let us get some positive things done and put the ÒdevilÓ on the run! 

      Love, 
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On Our Calendar 
Oct 11: Morning worship 10am, Rev. Gary Marks 
preaching. Junior Choir will rehearse. No Cherub 
Choir rehearsal. 
Oct 12: The Church Office will be closed for 
Columbus Day. Monday Meals of Hospitality (flu 
shots will be given) in Allerton Hall, 11:00am.    
Oct 13: Rev Marks will conduct a worship service at 
the Newfield House at 10am.  He will be in the 
church office following that service. Stewardship 
Committee Meeting at 7pm in the JRC Conference 
Room. 
Oct 14: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am.  
Evening Prayer Service at 7:00pm in the sanctuary.  
Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm. 
Oct 15: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am. 
Oct 16: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am.  
Oct 16-17:  Massachusetts Conference Annual 
Meeting in Worcester.   
Coming Events: 
Oct 18: Habitat Sunday/Church Council Meeting at 
11:30am in the JRC. 
Oct 20:  The Board of Trustees will meet at 7:00pm 
at the home of Ed and Cynthia Marks. 
Oct 24:  The Pilgrimage Harvest Fair in both 
buildings. 
Oct 25:  Stewardship Kick-Off (this is a new date).  
The first in a series of three New Member Classes 
will be held in the JRC Conference Room from 
11:30am-12:30am.   
Oct 27:  The Advisory Board will meet at 7:00pm in 
the JRC Conference Room. 
 

CHURCH RECORD 
 

Hospitalized-  
Mahlon Walker and Jim Cisternelli (Gina BaslerÕs 
father)- Jordan Hospital 
Jane Cole and Marna Blomberg-recently hospitalized 
 
In Memoriam- 
On October 3, 2009 Rev. Marks conducted a 
graveside service for Michael Hogan and Bette Jean 
Haak.   
We were sorry to learn of the death of Carol TaylorÕs 
father, Eugene Graf.  Our sympathies are with Carol 
and her mother Jean. 
 
 

N  O  T  E  S        

Our annual Neighbors in Need Offering was 
received on October 4th during the worship service.  
Donations to NIN may be made on the next few 
Sundays, or they may be sent to the church office 
designated ÒNIN.Ó 

A special thank you to Diana Budge who was Lay 
Worship Leader for our October 4th service. 

Rev. Marks attended a Pilgrim Fellows meeting at 
Pilgrim Hall on October 3rd. 

The Wednesday Evening Prayer Services have 
resumed after a summer recess.  The services are held 
at 7:00pm and are a half hour in duration. The 
services consist of scriptural reading as meditative 
focus, a brief reflective reading, and a short 
meditation for the evening.  Most of the half hour is 
spent in silent prayer.  We hope to continue the 
services, but need a few more participants to justify 
the preparation.  If you have the time and feel a need 
in your life for directed silent prayer, please join us.  
Gary.  

Gary wants to know of people hospitalized or in 
other pastoral need.  It is especially important to let 
him or the office know of out-of-town 
hospitalizations. 

On October 12 and October 19 during the 
Monday Meals of Hospitality, Dr. Don Moore and 
Nate Moore will be offering free flu shots to those in 
need.  Thank you, Don and Nate! 

Overnights of Hospitality Volunteer Training  
The church will host homeless guests for 3 weeks this 
winter.  We are always in need of both male and 
female overnight hosts to chaperone the men staying 
overnight.  We will hold training for new volunteers 
and any current volunteers from all Plymouth houses 
of faith on Sunday. October 18th at 7pm here in 
Allerton Hall.  Bring your friends as we are always 
looking to recruit new volunteers.  If youÕd like to 
volunteer, please call Sarah Barnicle at 774-454-
2185.  I look forward to speaking with you. 

Church Council meeting, Sunday, October 18, 2009 
at 11:30am.  All boards and committees should be 
represented. Church Council is an important means 
of improving communication and sharing.  Please 
plan to attend.  Thank you, Marylyn Colburn. 
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If you are interested in becoming a member of The 
Church of the Pilgrimage, please call the church 
office. We plan to hold New Member Classes 
beginning October 25th.  There are three classes that 
meet after worship for one hour.  Childcare is 
available. 

The Moderator has appointed Phil Ragonetti to 
fill a vacancy on the Christian Education Committee 
for a term expiring in 2011. 

The Cherub Choir is now rehearsing for our first 
appearance in Church the latter part of October.  
Children ages 4 through Second Grade can sing with 
the Cherub Choir.  We meet following morning 
worship upstairs in the John Robinson Center. 

Window Pane Cross Necklaces are available!  Dr. 
Don Moore has graciously agreed to make more 
cross necklaces from the windowpanes of our old 
windows, so if you would like to buy one or more 
(they make excellent gifts), please contact the church 
office.  $30 each or 4 for $100. 

Color of the Decade and this years Harvest Fair 
color table is BLACK!  Since everything is black 
these days, hopefully you will find something old, 
something new, something for us to sell that isn't blue 
but BLACK.  From ruff rot-iron to shimmering silk, 
if its BLACK set it aside for the color table at the 
church fair or should we save the "colorless" table 
since BLACK is the absence of color.  The color 
table is also looking for some "people power" on fair 
day to help Bertie Jennings and Kathy Marks, and no 
you don't have to be a minister's wife to help at this 
table. Thanks for volunteering 2 hours, less or more, 
at the everything BLACK, colorless table.  

Chicken Pot Pie Update:  Thank you to all who 
have offered to help.   
We still need 25 Spanish onions (minced), and 3 lbs 
lard.  We need a piecrust maker with food processor 
(no experience needed) that will be available 
Monday, October 12 at my house.  DonÕt feel like 
you need to do all of anything to be of help; any 
portion of the above will be greatly appreciated.  I am 
planning on making gravy and assembling pies on 
Tuesday, October 13 in Allerton Hall; all supplies 
can be dropped off during the week at your 
convenience.  Please call 508-747-7168 or email me 
poetick@verizon.net with your donations.   
Thank you, Jenny Healy. 

SAVE THE DATE!  On November 8th and 11th 
The BoT (Board of Trustees) needs YOU (and your 
kids, neighbors, friends, strangers, and guests) to help 
clean up our properties.  After our yearly walk-
through, we realized there is LOTS to do to get ready 
for winter.  We'll need two days (and some 
equipment rentals) to do some light chores, projects, 
maintenance and groundskeeping in and around the 
Church, JRC, and Parsonage.  If you're not a "chore 
type" person, we would love to have you come and 
enjoy the fellowship, and help out with non-chore 
activities like food, logistics, coordination, and 
oversight!  More details to come soon--if you have 
questions, see Jess Hague or any member of the BoT 
(Ed Marks, Verna Ross Hoyt, Allen Bottomley, 
Jenny Henrique, Norm Bingham-Maas, and Dawn 
Durmis). 

Christmas PageantÉyes, it is time already!  We are 
in need of seamstresses to help sew/fix the costumes.  
If you can help please call Jenny Henrique at 508-
747-4208. 

Gary is planning to hold a meeting of those who 
are willing to be lay leaders for Sunday morning 
services.  The response to lay leaders has been 
positive and has been meaningful for those who have 
participated so far.  The meeting intends to go over 
parts of worship and to discuss the role lay leaders 
are to play and to offer suggestions regarding 
worship resources.  Gary will be in touch with those 
interested soon. 

Pilgrim Association Installation 
November 1, 2009 at 3pm the North Community 
Church in Marshfield Hills will Install The Rev. Ms. 
Pamela McGrath as Pastor.  Following the 
Installation Service there will be a reception in the 
Parish House. 
 



 
 

On October 18th, the Missions committee will have "Habitat for Humanity" 
Sunday.  Our church is a covenant church with the local chapter of Habitat.  Each 
year we invite a Habitat family to join us and we give you an opportunity to join us 
in contributions of your money but also to let you know there are many volunteer 
opportunities for you.  
In 1976 Millard and Linda Fuller started Habitat for Humanity in Americus 
Georgia.  They saw the need for adequate shelter and so started the idea that 
became Habitat for Humanity International.  The idea was that working together 
with volunteers and the family who would live in the home, simple homes could be 
built for those in need.  They would have a no interest loan for a specified number 
of years and the money they paid Habitat would help start the next house.  
Fundraisers, church partners and the money paid by the families, would provide 
money for more homes.  The idea soon caught on and in no time it had spread 

across the country and around the world.  Former President Carter made this one of his special missions, and 
this helped spread the word.  Habitat is not a hand out to people, but a hand up.  They join together with us both 
by working on their own homes, partnering with Habitat and by paying their mortgages so that more homes can 
be built.  To help poorer communities in this country and around the world, 10 percent of all of our 
contributions to Habitat is sent to a place in need.  Each year the local board determines the country or 
community to be helped.   

So we invite you to join with us on October 18th and meet our latest Habitat family, the Silvia’s, and find ways 
you can help this amazing mission. 
 
 


