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Dear Friends: 
 I like church and minister stories and there are plenty of them out there.  One member of our 
congregation gives me little clippings of humorous church related stories.  I enjoy them immensely.  Recently 
she gave me a whole book of such stories. 
 I read a story not long ago in a journal that caught my attention.  Some of you know that I do spend a 
great deal of time preparing for and writing my sermons.  I take the responsibility of writing my sermons very 
seriously, indeed.  It is a part of my training and it comes from a long tradition of Protestant Christianity which 
places primary emphasis on the Word of God and preaching it is at the center of worship.  I realize that there are 
other ways to worship, but the Word and the preaching of it is still a very large part of Protestant worship and is 
an important area of concentration in most seminaries.  Thus, it is easy, I confess, to take pride in that endeavor 
and pride can be a sin.  Now to the story. 
 A pastor was greeting people at the door of the church after a service when a woman enthusiastically 
shook his hand and said, ÒPastor, that was a great sermon!Ó  Flushed with pride, but wanting to appear humble, 
the pastor said, ÒOh, it wasnÕt me. I have to give credit to the Lord.Ó  The woman replied, ÒIt wasnÕt that good!Ó 
 Ouch!  That episode reminds me of another old story.  A man came out of the service wanting to praise 
the minister for a sermon, but in his effort to do so said the opposite of his intention.  He said, ÒPastor, every 
one of your sermons is better than the next one!Ó 
 Ouch-again!  It is a temptation to slip into pride even when we are handling the holy mysteries of faith 
and that may make it a terrible form of pride, indeed.  It is like St. Augustine said in his Confession; ÒI repent, 
and then I become proud of my repentance.  ÒOf course, there is a sense in which we should take pride in our 
work and accomplishments, but when we boast about either we fall into the kind of pride that will lead us to a 
fall.  The Greeks called that hubris; the pride which goes before a fall. 
 It is better for all of us to be humble than to be humiliated.  Humility is, I think, a faith practice.  We 
need to rehearse it and work at it.  All this is just a reflection on JesusÕ words in Luke 18:14b: ÒÉ for everyone 
who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.Ó I personally need ever to pay 
heed to this word.  
  

      Love, 
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On Our Calendar 
Oct 18-Habitat Sunday: Morning worship 10am, Rev. 
Gary Marks preaching. Junior Choir will sing. 
Cherub Choir will rehearse.  The Church Council will 
meet in the JRC at 11:30am. 
Oct 19:  Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am.  
Monday Meals of Hospitality in Allerton Hall (flu 
shots will be offered), 11am. 
Oct 20: Rev Marks will be in the church office at 
9:30am.  The Board of Trustees will meet at 7pm at 
the home of Ed and Cynthia Marks. 
Oct 21: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am. M 
Music Committee Meeting, 6:30pm.  Evening Prayer 
Service at 7:00pm in the sanctuary.  Choir Rehearsal 
at 7:30pm. 
Oct 22: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am. 
Oct 23: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am.  
Harvest Fair set-up in both buildings. 
Oct 24:  Harvest Fair in both buildings.  
Coming Events: 
Oct 25:  Stewardship Kick-Off (this is a new date).  
The first in a series of three New Member Classes 
will be held in the JRC Conference Room from 
11:30am-12:30am.   
Oct 27:  The Advisory Board will meet at 7:00pm in 
the JRC Conference Room. 
Nov 1: New Member Class, 11:30am-12:30pm in the 
JRC Conference Room.  The Church of the 
Pilgrimage will host homeless men of Plymouth for a 
week beginning today in Allerton Hall. 
Nov 3:  The Missions Committee will meet at 
7:00pm in the JRC Conference Room. 
 

CHURCH RECORD 
 

In Memoriam-On October 14, 2009 Rev. Marks 
conducted a funeral service for Sturtevant. 
 
 

N  O  T  E  S       

The flowers are in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph W. Knight Jr. and Phillip S. Cronin.  
Given by the Cronin Family. 

We thank Deacon Trace Sears for serving as 
Worship Leader and Hannah Woodbury for her 
ChildrenÕs Message on October 11th.  

If you are considering becoming a member of The 
Church of the Pilgrimage, it is not too late to join the 
next class on October 25th.  Just call the church office 
to indicate your interest.  Rev. Marks would be 
pleased to talk with you about the meaning and 
importance of membership.  If you are a church 
member and know of someone who should be 
contacted about membership, please contact Rev. 
Marks or call the church office. 

We are reviewing our membership rolls and have 
found that some names are not on our Active Roll.  
Over the years some members have become inactive 
for a period of time, and according to our by laws 
inactive names are not kept on the rolls indefinitely.  
If there is any question about your membership, 
please call the office. 

If anyone is interested in becoming a worship 
leader for Sunday services, please contact Trace 
Sears or Gary. 

On October 13th Gary conducted a worship service 
at the Newfield House. 

Choir Concert CDÕs On Sale   
At last summerÕs initial concert on July 14, our 
Sanctuary Choir recorded a CD of favorite anthems 
from the 2008-2009 year.  This was made possible by 
a donation from the estate of Miss Jane C. Burns.  
The Music Committee will be selling copies of the 
CD after church services for the next few weeks as 
well as at the Harvest Fair.  The price is $15/copy.  
All proceeds go to the Church.  The choir sounds as 
good on this album as they do in a live service.  The 
recording also features an outstanding organ solo by 
Michael, our organist.  Thanks to Kelley DePasqua 
for organizing this concert, Doug Post for designing 
the album cover and our choir for a memorable 
performance. 

Attention Senior High Youth Group!!    
Please plan to attend our next Youth Group get-
together on Sunday, October 25, from 5 to 7pm at the 
Second Church in Manomet.  This meeting will focus 
on how music influences our lives.  If you have a 
music video or CD track of a song youÕve found 
meaningful, you are urged to share it with the group.  
(Bring more , if you wish.)  WeÕll be concentrating 
on the lyrics, and would appreciate it if you could 
send yours to: pastor.judy@verizon.net so that she 
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may make copies for everyone.  All youth grades 9-
12 are welcome-hope to see YOU there! 

Overnights of Hospitality Volunteer Training  
The church will host homeless guests for 3 weeks this 
winter.  We are always in need of both male and 
female overnight hosts to chaperone the men staying 
overnight.  We will hold training for new volunteers 
and any current volunteers from all Plymouth houses 
of faith on Sunday. October 18th at 7pm here in 
Allerton Hall.  Bring your friends as we are always 
looking to recruit new volunteers.  If youÕd like to 
volunteer, please call Sarah Barnicle at 774-454-
2185.  I look forward to speaking with you. 

Church Council meeting, this Sunday, October 18, 
2009 at 11:30am in the JRC Conference Room.  
All boards and committees should be represented. 
Church Council is an important means of improving 
communication and sharing.  Please plan to attend.  
Thank you, Marylyn Colburn. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of The 
Church of the Pilgrimage, please call the church 
office. We plan to hold New Member Classes 
beginning October 25th.  There are three classes that 
meet after worship for one hour.  Childcare is 
available. 

The Confirmation class will meet again Sunday, 
October 18th immediately after worship.  Mentors 
should plan on attending. 

CROPWALK -October 25 @ 12:30-Zion Lutheran 
Church in Plymouth CROP Hunger Walks are 
community-wide events sponsored by Church World 
Service and organized by local congregations, raising 
funds and awareness to combat hunger at home and 
around the world.  Please see a member of the 
Mission and Outreach Committee if you have 
questions or would like to participate/donate. 

Here we come a Wassailing! 
Celebrate the Winter Solstice with the Christmas 
Revels!  Join a group of your friends on December 12 
at 7:30pm at Sanders Theater in Cambridge for an 
American celebration featuring Appalachian 
folksong, rousing spirituals, Shaker dances and 
Native American music and stories.  Tickets are $38-
47 for adults, $25-34 for children 11 and under.  
They can be ordered during coffee hour on October 
18 & 25 and November 1.  Please contact Hannah 

Woodbury for more information at 508-728-2120 or 
hannah0272@hotmail.com. 

SAVE THE DATE!   On November 8th and 11th 
The BoT (Board of Trustees) needs YOU (and your 
kids, neighbors, friends, strangers, and guests) to help 
clean up our properties.  After our yearly walk-
through, we realized there is LOTS to do to get ready 
for winter.  We'll need two days (and some 
equipment rentals) to do some light chores, projects, 
maintenance and groundskeeping in and around the 
Church, JRC, and Parsonage.  If you're not a "chore 
type" person, we would love to have you come and 
enjoy the fellowship, and help out with non-chore 
activities like food, logistics, coordination, and 
oversight!  More details to come soon--if you have 
questions, see Jess Hague or any member of the BoT 
(Ed Marks, Verna Ross Hoyt, Allen Bottomley, 
Jenny Henrique, Norm Bingham-Maas, and Dawn 
Durmis). 
 
Habitat Sunday   
On October 18th, the Missions committee will have 
"Habitat for Humanity" Sunday.  Our church is a 
covenant church with the local chapter of Habitat.  
Each year we invite a Habitat family to join us and 
we give you an opportunity to join us in contributions 
of your money but also to let you know there are 
many volunteer opportunities for you.  
So we invite you to join with us on October 18th and 
meet our latest Habitat family, the SilviaÕs, and find 
ways you can help this amazing mission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TWO WEEK NOTICE TO HARVEST FAIR!!! 
 
Can you smell Dr Fred's Restorative Donuts? He's been practicing and refining his method. It 
won't be long now! We can't believe it, but the annual  Annual Harvest Fair is in TWO WEEKS! 
Mark your calendar for Saturday, Oc tober 24th from 9:30 -2.  
 
We sti l l  need lots of help!!  
 
DROP OFF DATES: We'll be at the John Robinson Center on Wednesday morning, October 21 
from 9am-11am. Please stop by with your fair donations (please use the LOWER door, not the 
preschool door!). If yo u need assistance with getting your donations to the Robinson Center, 
please contact Laura Curtin at lmcurtin@comcast.net or 508 -746-7761.  
 
FAIR SET UP: We need ALL hands on deck for the fair setup on Friday, Oct ober 23rd. Do you 
have some time to help? We'll be there at 8:30am and will stay til it's done. Please consider 
helping us out on Friday, even if it's just for a few hours. We need people to help unload cars 
to keep traffic moving, people to help sort and set up tables. It is work, but lots of fun as we 
prepare for Saturday!  
 
FAIR MEETING: We wil l  meet on Sunday, October 18th after coffee hour to t ie up 
last minute details. Please join us!  
 
COLOR TABLE: Remember, the color table is BLACK this year -  so look  around for some black 
items for this table and bring them in!  
 
RAFFLE TICKETS: Raffle tickets will be available NEXT SUNDAY -  and it's the LAST Sunday 
before the fair. WE NEED YOUR HELP! The Harvest Fair is a big fundraiser for our church and 
the raffle t ickets are a large part of that. Although we have MORE donors than ever before -  
our raff le t icket sales are DOWN!  Won't you help out by taking some raffle books to sell 
to friends, co -workers and family? It's the best bargain in town -  6 tickets for $5. T here are 
FABULOUS raffle prizes this year ranging from services to $50 gift certificate from: Benny's, 
Cape Auto Body, Target, Cranberry House, Elegant Nails, Ernie's, Fedele's Chocolates, Healthy 
Appetites, Hearth & Kettle, Hess, HotLocks Salon, Isaac's, Jenny's Bread (!!!), Kiskadee, Mama 
Mia's, M&Ms, Marc Connolly, Martha Stone Soup, Ming Dynasty, Morrison's Home & Garden, Nail 
& Spa, Panera Bread at Colony Place, Peaceful Meadows, Pinewood Lodge, Pizza Factory, Pizzeria 
Uno, Plimoth Plantation, Plymouth  Tire & Alignment, Quintal's, Sam Diego's, Special Tees, Shaws, 
Starbucks, Stop & Shop, The Market at Pinehills, The Painted Lady, Tuscany Salon, Valentes 
Florist, Yoga Connection....and there are MORE coming in!  
 
SPECIAL DRAWING RAFFLE TICKETS: We need he lp selling these $10 special drawing tickets 
-  we're only selling 100. The drawing this year is for: 2 nights away at the Williams Inn, 2 
Plymouth Philharmonic Holiday Pops tickets, an oversized quilt hand -made by our own Diana 
Budge and a vacation getaway  timeshare!!! All worth the $10 price!  
 
SILENT AUCTION: We have been hard at work and will have some amazing silent auction 
items -  bid early and often! Items include: a black & white framed photograph by Bill Harting, 
4 tickets to the South Shore Ballet T heatre's Nutcracker (featuring our own Isabel Mallon!), an 
Estee Lauder gift basket worth $350, a photograph by Heidi Harting, de -cluttering service from 
Get Organized!, Learn to Knit basket from our own Diana Budge, Night at the Movies (Plimoth 
Cinemas passes & more!), Mom & Child Winter Skating Basket, Captain John Boats and lunch 
basket, Pamper Yourself basket, T -Bones BBQ basket and MUCH more. We are very excited about 
these items this year and hope you will be too!  
 
THANK YOU so much for the support an d help you've given thus far as we plan 
for our annual harvest fair. We can't wait t i l  the Fair!  
 



 
 

 
In Memoriam :  On October 17, 2009 a funeral 
service for Mahlon Walker will be conducted in 
the sanctuary at 10:30am.  There will be a 
collation following the service in Allerton Hall.  
Visiting hours will be held from 3:00 -7:00pm on 
October 16th at the Davis Funeral Home in North 
Plymouth.    In lieu of flowers donation s in 
MahlonÕs memory may be made to The Church 
of the Pilgrimage designated The Mahlon 
Walker Fund for the homeless.  Our prayers and 
sympathies are with MahlonÕs beloved family 
and his many friends. 
 


