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Dear Friends:

Some of you remember that I have always had a fascination with bumper sticker message. Sometimes
I’ve driven very close (too close) to cars in front of me whose rear bumpers carry some tiding, which I hope will
challenge me, or, at least amuse me. I don’t see as many of those moving proverbs as I once did, but there are
still a few out there. An Episcopal colleague had a sticker on his rear bumper which was a take off on the one
which read, “Honk, if you love Jesus.” His was much more to the point. It read, “If you love Jesus tithe,
anyone can honk.” That’s a message which calls for commitment, not merely an indication of what likely was a
shallow preference.

I did find a bumper sticker recently which caught my attention. It proclaimed, “God has a plan for your
life. And it is very difficult.” I don’t know what you think about the theology implied in the first part, but few
would argue with the second part, I believe. Whether there is some sort of divine plan for life [ am not here to
conjecture. I do know that everyone finds life difficult, sometimes more than others.

I shall not forget an eccentric psychology professor who was my teacher at Hiram College. His name
was Ernst Katz. During exams, when his students were sweating over blue books in which they were writing
furiously Dr. Katz would shout into the intense silence, “Life is hard!”

Life is difficult, life is hard. We all have unique upbringings and experiences which inform our lives
and which impact our relationships. As much as we plan for living, we encounter difficulties and hardships
which don’t fit the plan. There is always something uncanny which crops up to disrupt our best intentions.

In the difficulties and disappointments of life, and we all have them, it is important to remember that our
faith teaches us to take a long view of all matters under heaven, to believe that there is a purpose which can be
garnered out of our most nerve wracking times. The model for life which Christians find in the life of Jesus
informs us to press on toward hope for a better day than those days which threaten to undo us. Crucifixions, as
it were, are preludes to resurrections.

Life is hard, it is difficult and neither should be minimized, but we should have faith and confidence
even in the depths that it is far better to light a single small candle of hope than to curse the darkness in which
we may find ourselves from time to time. The power of hope modeled in Jesus, even in hard times, is the
presence of God with us. That is a gift which can get us through a day.

Love,

©The Church of the Pilgrimage in Plymouth, MA Inc., all rights reserved.
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On Our Calendar

Oct 4-World Communion Sunday: Morning worship
10am, Rev. Gary Marks preaching. Communion will be a
part of our worship today. Children of the church will
remain in worship with the adults. The annual Neighbors
In Need Offeringvill be received during the service.
Offerings may also be made by sending them to the
church office. Junior Choir and Cherub Choir rehearse.
Oct 5: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am.
Monday Meals of Hospitality in Allerton Hall, 11:00am.
Oct 6: Rev Marks will be in the office at 9:30am. Missions
and Outreach Committee Meeting at 7pm in the JRC
Conference Room.

Oct 7: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am.
Evening Prayer Service at 7:00pm in the sanctuary. Choir
Rehearsal at 7:30pm.

Oct 8: Pilgrim Association Meeting in Duxbury’s Pilgrim
Church, 5:45-8:45pm.

Oct 9: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am. The
Guild will meet in Allerton Hall at 1pm.

Coming Events

Oct 16-17: Massachusetts Conference Annual Meeting in
Worcester.

Oct 18: Stewardship Kick-Off Sunday/Habitat
Sunday/Church Council Meeting.

Oct 20: The Board of Trustees will meet at 7:00pm at the
home of Ed and Cynthia Marks.

Oct 24: The Pilgrimage Harvest Fair in both buildings.
Oct 25: New Member Class.

Oct 27: The Advisory Board will meet at 7:00pm in the
JRC Conference Room.

NOTES

The flowers are in memory of the Savery Familygiven
by Helen and Jack Lane.

The Greeters for Octoberare:
October 4-Tom and Pat Mudgett
October 11-Linny Fantoni
October 18-Rosa Cook
October 25-Judy, Jeff and Austin Donn

We thank Peter Caustonfor a great sermon on September
27",

If you are interested in becoming a memberof The
Church of the Pilgrimage, please call the church office or
let Rev. Marks know. We hope to hold New Member
Classes beginning on Sundays in late October. There are
three classes which meet after worship for one hour.
Childcare is available.

Each young person planning on participating in this year’s
confirmation class should contact Al Hoyt at 508-224-
9507 or aphoyt@comecast.net as soon as possible.

The Guild will meet in Allerton Hall on Friday, October
9™ at 1:00pm to hear a program entitled Elder Safety.
Liisa Budge-Johnson is the guest speaker.

Church Council meeting, Sunday, October 18, 2009 at
11:30am. All boards and committees should be
represented. Church Council is an important means of
improving communication and sharing. Please plan to
attend. Thank you, Marylyn Colburn.

| would like to thank all who helped mein performing
my duties for September, and special thanks to my ushers:
Kara, Jeff and Isabel Mallon; Gina Basler and her son
Michael; Carol and Rollin Johnson; Nancy Grissino;
Diane and Bill Harting; and to Jenny, Nora, and William
for filling in where needed. Deacon Tom Healy.

The Cherub Choir is now rehearsing for our first
appearance in Church the latter part of October. Children
ages 4 through Second Grade can sing with the Cherub
Choir. We meet following morning worship upstairs in
the John Robinson Center.

Window Pane Cross Necklacesre available! Dr. Don
Moore has graciously agreed to make more cross
necklaces from the windowpanes of our old windows, so
if you would like to buy one or more (they make excellent
gifts), please contact the church office. $30 each or 4 for
$100.

On September 21* we at The Church of the Pilgrimage
hosted our first Monday Meals of Hospitality for the
2009-2010 season. Some of you have asked about a
mishap encountered in the Allerton Hall kitchen on that
day. There was a potentially dangerous minor fire in the
kitchen stove. It was attended to quickly and, thankfully,
no damage was done. The volunteers actually served the
lunch in Town Square. It was a lovely day and the event
was turned into an impromptu picnic. It appears that the
large old restaurant-style stove can be repaired and for less
money than at first was thought. That’s the good news.
Even better news than that is that noone was injured and
our beloved building sustained no damage.

All Boards and Committeesare reminded to check your
mailboxes in the John Robinson Center on a regular basis
and to provide the church office with a copy of all meeting
minutes.

The deadline for The Pilgrimage Herald is always
Tuesday by noon on the week prior to the Sunday upon
which you’d like it to appear. Thank you.
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Color of the Decade and this years Harvest Fair color
table is BLACK! Since everything is black these days,
hopefully you will find something old, something new,
something for us to sell that isn't blue but BLACK. From
ruff rot-iron to shimmering silk, if its BLACK set it aside
for the color table at the church fair or should we save the
"colorless" table since BLACK is the absence of color.
The color table is also looking for some "people power"
on fair day to help Bertie Jennings and Kathy Marks, and
no you don't have to be a minister's wife to help at this
table. Thanks for volunteering 2 hours, less or more, at the
everything BLACK, colorless table.

Chicken Pot Pie Update Thank you to all who came

forward Sunday morning with offers to help. Anyone who

missed me during coffee hour or who wasn’t there but

would still like to help, here’s what we need:

¥ 25 Spanish onions, minced

¥ 4 jars Better than Bouillion, chicken flavor(in the
same area where you find canned chicken stock)

¥ 3 1bslard

¥ pie crust maker with food processor-no experience

needed, available Monday, October 12 at my house
Don’t feel like you need to do all of anything to be of
help; any portion of the above will be greatly appreciated.
[ am planning on making gravy and assembling pies on
Tuesday, October 13 in Allerton Hall; all supplies can be
dropped off during the week at your convenience. Please
call 508-747-7168 or email me poetick@verizon.net with
your donations by Friday, October 9. Thank you, Jenny
Healy.

SAVE THE DATE! On November 8th and 11th The
BoT (Board of Trustees) needs YOU(and your kids,
neighbors, friends, strangers, and guests) to help clean up
our properties. After our yearly walk-through, we realized
there is LOTS to do to get ready for winter. We'll need
two days (and some equipment rentals) to do some light
chores, projects, maintenance and groundskeeping in and
around the Church, JRC, and Parsonage. If you're not a
"chore type" person, we would love to have you come and
enjoy the fellowship, and help out with non-chore
activities like food, logistics, coordination, and oversight!
More details to come soon--if you have questions, see Jess
Hague or any member of the BoT (Ed Marks, Verna Ross
Hoyt, Allen Bottomley, Jenny Henrique, Norm Bingham-
Maas, and Dawn Durmis).

Neighbors in Need Offering- Sunday, October &'

The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will receive on
October 4™, supports the UCC’s ministries of justice and
compassion throughout the United States. Two-thirds of
the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness

Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national
justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service
projects.

Christmas Pageant..yes, it is time already! We are in
need of seamstresses to help sew/fix the costumes. If you
can help please call Jenny Henrique at 508-747-4208.

The Wednesday Evening Prayer Servicelsave been
held on a regular basis since the 9/11 catastrophe. It has
been a small group all along, but one which has meant a
great deal to a number of people who attend when they
can. Please let Gary know whether you want that group to
continue.

Gary is planning to hold a meeting of those who are
willing to be lay leaders for Sunday morning services.
The response to lay leaders has been positive and has been
meaningful for those who have participated so far. The
meeting intends to go over parts of worship and to discuss
the role lay leaders are to play and to offer suggestions
regarding worship resources. Gary will be in touch with
those interested soon.

On September 27 there was a recognition of our 2010
Confirmation Class. Each member was given a Harper’s
Study Bible to be used during the Confirmation classes.
We greatly appreciate volunteers Allen Hoyt, Mark
Coombs and Lynette Lancaster for assuming leadership
roles in moving our candidates toward Confirmation.

Together Building Bridges

UCC New England WomenOs Celebration VI
Burlington, V ermont-March 12-14, 2010

Hard to believe that New England Women’s Celebration
is only six months away! Sixty hard working volunteers
have been planning inspirational worship, thought
provoking workshops, exciting music, dynamic speakers,
delicious speaker meals, fun entertainment, hospitality
opportunities, lotes of varied displays, vendors, and much,
much more! Talk it up, spread the word and get a carload
of friends and acquaintances to join you in Burlington on
March 12-14. Remember, we’re going intergenerational--
-bring your daughters and granddaughters (ages 14 and
older). You can go to the website to learn more about
events and workshops we are offering the youth that
attend www.uccwomenscelebration.org. Any questions,
call Susan Waldron at 860-923-2887 or email
swaldron01(@snet.net.

Pilgrim Association Installation

November 15, 2009 at 2pm the Pilgrim Church of
Duxbury will Install The Rev. Mr. Todd Vetter as the
Senior Pastor. Following the Installation Service there
will be a reception in the Church Hall.
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On October 18th, the Missions committee will hae "Habitat for Humanity"
Sunday. Our church is a covenant church with the local chapter of Halkitath
year we invite a Habitat family to join us and we give you an opportunity to join
in contributiors of your money but also to let you know there are many voluntee|
opportunities for you.

In 1976 Millard and Linda Fuller started Habitat for Humanity in Americus
Georgia. They saw the need for adequate shelter and so started the idea that
became Habitaor Humanity InternationalThe idea was that working together
4 with volunteers and the family who would live in the home, simple homes could
a Itat built for those in needThey would have a no interest loan for a specified numbe
ex @ Of years and the money thpaid Habitat would help start the next house.
for Humanlty Fundraisers, church partners and the money paid by the families, would provide
money for more homesThe idea soon caught on and in no time it had spread
across the country and around the woif@rmer Preident Carter made this one of his special missions, and
this helped spread the wor#iabitat is not a hand out to people, but a handTipzy join together with us both
by working on their own homes, partnering with Habitat and by paying their mortgadiest more homes can
be built. To help poorer communities in this country and around the world, 10 percent of all of our

contributions to Habitat is sent to a place in neledch year the local board determines the country or
community to be helped.

So we invite you to join with us ddctober 18thand meet our latest Habitat family, the Silvias, and find way:
you can help this amazing mission.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP - 10:00 AM
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE

WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




