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Dear Friends: 

 I am writing this letter on Labor Day Weekend which is, of course, the unofficial end of the summer 

season.  It is a beautiful morning here at Bloody Pond.  There is a crisp clear chill in the air and the sun plays its 

shadows differently through the trees than the earlier part of the season.  Our house faces the pond from the 

west, thus we get the early sun which today creates what appears to be myriad diamonds sparkling on the 

water’s surface.  There seems to be a hint of red in the leaves of the swamp maple trees which stoop out over 

the pond’s edge.  The humming birds seem a bit frantic at flowers and feeders over the last few days which, I 

think, means that they are “carbing up” for their long and arduous flight to Costa Rica.  I don’t have the faintest 

idea of how they make that journey, but they are informed by instinct that it is a strenuous journey with no “in 

flight meals,” not even peanuts!  There have been two young deer munching on languishing greenery about the 

woods.  They are beautiful little creatures who seem to know that food will be in short supply in the cold 

months ahead.  It is a long time from September to May, to reverse the calendar sequence of the old song.  

Acorns and pinecones are beginning to fall.  Yellowish needles on the pines are poised to send them like a 

barrage of miniscule arrows at my little house fortress.  The surrounding woods floor will soon hear a warm 

ecru, fawn colored, carpet laid by those needle-arrows which miss my house. 

 Fall is near.  That means that the schedule at the church will quicken with activities.  Though the church 

continues to face financial and other challenges there is a great deal of enthusiasm, positive attitudes, and joy 

within the congregation as it looks toward its future.  People believe that we can turn challenges into 

opportunities to serve God in these perplexing times.  Many are volunteering to minister in new ways and that is 

greatly exciting to me!  We are all on a spiritual pilgrimage together and so long as we don’t allow challenges to 

consume and distress us there is no limit to what we can do, the Spirit assisting us. 

 I look forward to seeing some of you who have been on a bit of a summer hiatus from church activities 

and to “reowning” the covenant with you as we carry the gospel message of hope into the future.  May God 

grant us vigor and the capacity for joy as we move on toward fulfilling the mandates of the Sermon on the 

Mount. 

 God bless us all with God’s peace!  

  

    Love, 
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On Our Calendar 
Sept 13:  Morning worship 10am, Rev. Gary L. Marks 
preaching.  Church School Registration/Rally Day.  Board of 
Trustees will take a tour of the church property. 
Sept 14:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am. 
Sept 15:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am.  
The Board of Trustees will meet at 7pm in the JRC Conference 
Room. 
Sept 16:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am.  
Choir rehearsal, 7:30pm.   
Sept 18:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30am.  
Wedding rehearsals in the sanctuary, 4:00 and 5:30pm. 
Sept 19:  The Annual Church of the Pilgrimage Golf 
Tournament at SoutherÕs Marsh Golf Club.  Lunch at noon.  
Wedding in the sanctuary at 3:30pm.   
Coming Events: 
Sept 20:  Memorial Garden Dedication. Harvest Fair Meeting in 
the Upper Vestibule after the garden dedication.  Junior Choir 
Rehearsal after worship. Wedding in the sanctuary at 3:00pm.  
Senior High Youth Group, 5pm. 
Sept 21: Monday Meals of Hospitality begin in Allerton Hall, 
11:30am. 
Sept 22: The Advisory Board will meet in the JRC Conference 
Room. 
Sept 23:  Evening Prayer Services resume in the sanctuary at 
7:00pm. 
Sept 26:  Leadership Retreat at Iris Haven. 

Church Record 
Baptisms 
On August 2, 2009 Rev. Marks conducted a private baptism for 
Alexis Kimberly Banks, daughter of Jennifer (Keedy) and 
Raymond Banks. 
On August 9, 2009 during the service of worship Rev. Marks 
baptized Madison Kathleen Turner, daughter of Meaghan Cotter 
and Alec Turner and Owen Christopher Novak, son of Elizabeth 
(Morris) and Christopher Novak. 
On August 16, 2009 Rev. Marks baptized Carlos Vincent 
Camarao, son of Trina (Gilarde) and Antonio Camarao during 
the worship service. 
On August 30, 2009 Jacob Thomas Dunn, son of Kevin and 
Kelly (Lavelle) Dunn and Ryan Michael Moreno, son of 
Jonathan and Annmarie (Melia) Moreno were baptized during 
the service of worship. 
Weddings 
On August 1, 2009 Rev. Marks conducted a wedding service for 
Kristin Shirley and John Farley in the sanctuary. 
On August 8, 2009 Rev. Marks took part in a wedding 
ceremony for Carolyn Martha Cook and Mark Joseph McNulty 
at St. Ignatius Church on the Boston College campus in 
Chestnut Hill. 
On August 15, 2009 Rev. Marks conducted a wedding service 
for Kathryn Marie Grant and Gregory James Scott in the 
sanctuary. 
In Memoriam 
On August 15, 2009 Rev. Marks conducted a graveside service 
for Dianne Meador. 
On August 22, 2009 Rev. Marks conducted a memorial service 
Charlotte (Chi) Armstrong in the sanctuary. 

On August 22, 2009 Rev. Marks conduced a graveside service 
for Mary Phyliss (Billie) Fry. 
On September 8, 2009 Rev. Marks conducted a funeral service 
for Peter Whitten. 
Our prayers and sympathies are with all those who have lost 
loved ones. 
  
Flowers 
September 6:  (On the communion table) In loving memory of 
Harry, Mabel, Warren and Avis, Harry Jr. Marlyn, and Jane.  
Given by the Burns family.  (On the side) In honor of our 50th 
Wedding Anniversary (September 4th).  Given by Genie and 
Frank Roberts. 
September 13: Dedicated to family, past, present and future.  
Given by Jon and Debby Porter.  

N  O  T  E  S       

Gary wants to thank each person that was a worship leader 
during August.  Each leader did a fine job and their participation 
met with the approval of the congregation. 

Gary led the South Pond Chapel Service on August 16th. 

Gary continues to meet monthly with the 2020 Committee 
which is making long range plans for the commemoration of the 
400th Anniversary of the MayflowerÕs landing in Plymouth. 

It was again an honor and a pleasure to welcome the Rev. Dr. 
Peter Gomes to our pulpit on August 23rd.  We thank Peter for 
being at our church and for a fine sermon. 

Please inform the church office or Rev. Marks if you, or 
someone you know is hospitalized, or in need of pastoral 
care. 

Congratulations to Frank and Genie Roberts who recently 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary! 

Sheldon Peavey would love to receive cards at the following 
address:  Kindred Hospital, Room 225, 909 Sumner Street, 
Stoughton, MA 02072. 

A note from Marna:  Dear Friends,  I would like to take a 
moment on behalf of myself and my family to thank you all so 
much for the love and concern that you have shown us during 
what has been a challenging summer.  Whether you have kept 
us in your prayers, made a meal or two, provided childcare, 
driven me to appointments, visited, sent a card or a Facebook 
message, and/or given us a call, we are extremely appreciative 
of each and every one of you.  With our immediate family not 
nearby, we have relied so much on our church family for help 
and we cannot thank you enough.  We love you all!  Marna, 
John, Julia and Sophia. 

Golf Tourname-: TIME IS RUNNING OUT TO SIGN UP :  
The Annual Church of the Pilgrimage Fall Golf Tournament 
will be held Saturday morning, September 19, 2009 at Southers 
Marsh Golf Club in West Plymouth.  This is a major  church 
fundraiser and we need EVERYONEÕs participation to make it 
a success.  Golfers:  We are taking reservations immediately for 
individuals and foursomes at $100/person, which includes 
greens fees, cart, gift bag and lunch.  Hole Sponsors:  We need 
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your $100 ASAP to make the signs.  Non-golfers?  Join us at 
noon for a delicious meal, a chance to win great raffle prizes, 
and fellowship with your church family:  $20/adults, $10/kids. 
Call Judy Mitchell at 508-746-3959 for more information. 
 
ATTENTION ALL SENIOR HIGH YOUTH!!!  
Mark the following dates on your calendar and join with the 
Senior Highs from Second Church in this year's Youth Group 
activities.  We're planning to repeat some of last year's favorites 
such as working at the food warehouse, preparing and serving a 
Monday meal, and the Good Friday Vigil.  We also have some 
new experiences in mind such as singing around Christmas and 
sharing music cds/videos which you've found meaningful.  Our 
first and last meetings will be get-togethers with fun and 
fellowship as our main focus.  Please join us!!! 

Sunday, September 20 @5pm Monday, February 15 
Sunday, October 25  Friday, March 19 
Saturday, November 21  Friday, April 2 
Sunday, December 20  Saturday, May 15 
Friday, January 22  

Open House at The Church of the Pilgrimage 
The summer open house has been a huge success; to date we 
have hosted over 600 people from almost every country 
imaginable.  We would like to continue the open house through 
September and possibly October.  But we need volunteers!  If 
you can be available one day a week for about five hours, we 
would love to have you.  Please contact Al Hoyt 508-224-9507.  
It doesnÕt have to be every week, but we need some new 
volunteers.  It is a tremendous amount of fun and training is 
provided 

Memorial Garden Dedication will take place at the conclusion 
of worship on Sunday September 20th.  The plan is that the 
congregation will be led by the choir and exit the side door to 
the garden.  People may go down into the garden or stand 
around the garden above on the sidewalk and ramp.  A very 
brief dedication will take place with names being read of those 
memorialized, prayer or dedication and singing.  Also, those 
who donated to this project by purchasing Inspiration Stones can 
bring them to the Memorial Garden and place them in the bed of 
stones beside the church during this service.  

Inspiration Stones will continue to be sold for $30 to payback 
the churchÕs Memorial Fund for money loaned to the garden 
project.  It is planned that the stones sold by next Sunday the 
13th, will be placed on the communion table during the worship 
service on Sunday the Sept. 20th.   Individuals or families who 
are memorializing or honoring others will pick up their stone at 
the end of regular service, carry them to the memorial garden 
and lay them in place during the dedication.  Please consider 
purchasing a stone to celebrate, honor or memorialize a loved 
one in time to place them in the garden on Sunday September 
20th.   

Jars Available:  I have many returned jars from last yearÕs 
Harvest Fair canned goods.  Please let me know if you need any 
to fill with pickles, jams, jellies, relishes, etc. Remember, you 
donÕt have to donate an entire batch, a few jars from several 

people fills the shelves nicely.  Jenny (508-747-7168 or 
poetick@verizon.net). 

Monday Meals 
Our Monday Meals of Hospitality program will resume on 
Monday, September 21.  Volunteers are needed to help prepare 
a dish, serve, set-up or organize menus, etc.  Please look for the 
sign-up desk during coffee hour or call Diane Flood 508-209-
0266. 
Sunday School Registration:Sunday, September 13 will be 
registration day for Sunday School, as usual, beginning at 
9:30am.  Children 3rd grade and under will be joining Julie Sears 
upstairs at the church house for activities following the 
ChildrenÕs Message.   

Rally Day!  To celebrate a new year of worship and fellowship 
after (a seemingly brief) summer, all are invited to pack a picnic 
lunch and join Ann Motyka and the CE committee for tons of 
fun at Stephens Field in Plymouth 11:30 to 1:30ish.  Ann has all 
sorts of activities planned for families of all shapes and sizes.  
Come join the fun!  And itÕs free!  In the case of rain, we will 
gather upstairs in the JRC! Questions or suggestions or offers to 
help?  Call Jenny 508-747-7168 or poetick@verizon.net. 

Music NewsÉ 

Sanctuary Choir Resumes 
The first rehearsal of the Sanctuary choir was Wednesday, 
September 2nd from 7:30-9:00.  The choir sang in church on 
Sunday, September 6th.  NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME! 

Sadly, Julie Daigle will not be returning as our Alto Section 
Leader this year.  We wish her well and will miss her very 
much.  Please join us in welcoming Gwynne Sousa as our new 
Alto Section Leader.  Gwynne is the K-12 Director of Fine Arts 
for the Pembroke Public Schools, a very fine vocalist and 
musician and a good personal friend.  She will be a great 
addition to our choir and our church. 

Cherub & Junior Choirs  
All youth of the church are invited and encouraged to join one 
of our youth choirs.  There will be a sign-up sheet this year 
during church school sign-ups in Allerton Hall.  Please note that 
those students in Grade 2 may choose to sing with either the 
Junior or the Cherub Choir.  This decision should be based on a 
student's interest, attention span and musicianship.  Students in 
grades 9-12 are WELCOME to sing with the Sanctuary 
Choir.   Please see Kelley DePasqua or Lois Post with any 
questions. 

Junior Choir   
Director:  Ms. Kelley DePasqua  /  Ages: Grades 2 - 8 
Rehearsals:  1/2 hour rehearsal after Church in the sanctuary, 
starting Sept. 20th 
Schedule:  Sing in church on the 3rd Sunday of the month, 
starting Oct. 18th 

Cherub Choir 
Director:  Mrs. Lois Post  / Ages:  Grades Pre-K - 2 
Rehearsals:  15 minute rehearsal after church in the JRC, 
starting Sept. 27th 
Schedule:  varies, schedule provided by Mrs. Post      
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Generosity as 
a Way of Life 

The 210th Annual Meeting  
 

of the  
Massachusetts Conference,  

United Church of Christ  

DATE: October 16 & 17, 2009  
LOCATION:   DCU Center and Hilton 

Garden Inn, Worcester, MA  

THEME: The theme of this year's 
Annual Meeting is "Generosity as a Way 

of Life." In a turbulent economic time 
what unique witness does the church 

have to offer in these days? 
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Jane Clarke Logee, Registrar  
Massachusetts Conference,  
United Church of Christ  

                                                 1 Badger Road 
                                                  Framingham, Massachusetts 01702 
                                                  logeej@macucc.org 
                                                  508-875-5233 
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