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Dear Friends: 
 Last Sunday my sermon was based upon the Book of Proverbs.  Proverbs is a type of writing in the 
Bible known as Òwisdom literature.Ó The chief example of that sort of literary style in the New Testament is the 
Book of James.  I nearly selected James 3:1-12 as my text last Sunday, but opted for Proverbs 1:22-33 instead.  
The James passage contains some interesting observations, among other things, about how we use our tongues.  
By extension it deals with the nature of gossip.  Gossip, of course, is something we all say we hate, but almost 
all of us engage in it anyway.  There are many reflections on the nature of gossip.  One that I like is, ÒA gossip 
is someone who can give you all the details without knowing any of the facts.Ó 
 I have a series of prints by an artist named Gilbert which are painted in such a way as to reveal one 
subject at a distance which is made up of quite different elements when one is close to the painting.  The one I 
have in mind is the head of an ass, but when one gets close to it, it is a group of people whispering quietly to 
one another while at some sort of social function.  The painting title is ÒGossip.Ó 
 In James 3:5 we read: ÒSo also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts great exploits.Ó  The trouble 
with gossip is that it often is ill founded and can do great harm.  We all know that stories passed through a 
group get altered to such a degree that they almost never resemble the nugget of truth from which they arose.  
Even church groups, maybe especially church groups, are subject to looking a bit like the head of a donkey 
when observed by others from outside or even inside. 
 I have no incidents in mind as I write this, but I offer this reflection on gossip as a warning to myself and 
to you as we work together as a community of people.  We should all be as sure as we can be of the truth before 
we fall into the pitiable error of asserting falsehood to be truth.  
 The trouble with gossip is that is almost always destructive.  It is rarely a tool used for the up building of 
another and, of course, it can harm them greatly.  It amazes me that we dread being the object of gossip while 
we are seemingly ever eager to engage in it when it involves someone else.  We are absolutely under no 
obligation to repeat everything we hear.  Someone said: ÒWise people think all they say; fools say all they 
think.Ó Sometimes the old Mainer was right on when he said, ÒI only speak when it improves on silence.Ó  To 
follow that principle may keep us from looking like a donkey. 
  
    Love, 
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On Our Calendar 
Sept 20:  Morning worship 10am, Rev. Gary L. 
Marks preaching. A Service of Dedication of the 
Memorial Garden will follow morning worship.  
Junior Choir rehearsal following worship.  Harvest 
Fair Meeting following the garden dedication.  
Wedding at 3pm.  Senior High Youth Group, at the 
home of Joyce Ashley, 5pm. 
Sept 21:  Monday Meals of Hospitality begin in 
Allerton Hall, 11:00am.  Rev. Marks will attend a 
400th Anniversary Committee meeting. 
Sept 22: Rev Marks will be in the church office at 
9:30am.  The Advisory Board will meet in the JRC 
Conference Room at 7:00pm. 
Sept 23:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 
9:30am.  The first Evening Prayer Service will meet 
at 7:00pm in the sanctuary.  Choir Rehearsal at 
7:30pm. 
Sept 24:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 
9:30am. 
Sept 25:  Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 
9:30am. 
Sept 26:  Lay-Leadership Retreat at Iris Haven. 
Coming Events: 
Sept 27:  Guest Preacher, Peter Causton. Dedication 
of Confirmation Class during morning worship. 
Oct 4:  World Communion Sunday.  Neighbors in 
Need Special Missions Offering. 

Church Record 
Baptisms 
On September 13, 2009 Sarah Caroline Fries, 
daughter of Joshua and Karla (Kirk) Fries, was 
baptized during the worship service.  

N  O  T  E  S       

The Wednesday Evening Prayer Services will 
begin meeting again on September 23rd at 7:00pm in 
the sanctuary.  The services are a half hour long.  
They consist primarily of directed silent prayer.  The 
group is small, but those who attend regularly have 
found them meaningful prayer experiences.  Gary 
leads the group and will try to continue to do so as 
long as enough people attend.  Join us if you can. 

The flowers are in loving memory of Hermann 
Schimpf.  Given by Hildegard, Monica and family.   

Please inform the church office or Rev. Marks if you, 
or someone you know is hospitalized, or in need of 
pastoral care. 

We are trying to keep announcements on Sundays 
to a minimum.  Important events, dates and other 
information are printed The Pilgrimage Herald.  If 
you have an important or urgent announcement, 
please try to let the office or Gary know about it by 
Friday.  As you know our services are full and we try 
to keep the focus squarely on worship.  Thank you 
for your help. 

The deadline for The Pilgrimage Herald is always 
Tuesday by noon on the week prior to the Sunday 
upon which youÕd like it to appear.  Thank you. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of The 
Church of the Pilgrimage, please call the church 
office or let Rev. Marks know. We hope to hold New 
Member Classes beginning on Sundays in late 
October.  There are three classes which meet after 
worship for one hour.  Childcare is available. 

Sunday, September 27 we will have a Dedication of 
our Confirmation Class.  Each young person planning 
on participating in this years confirmation class 
should contact Al Hoyt at 508-224-9507 or 
aphoyt@comcast.net as soon as possible. 

The Crib Room will, once again, be available on a 
weekly basis starting September 20th.  Church 
members and guest with infants and toddlers are 
encouraged to use this cheerful environment to 
entertain their children while they attend service.  
Many thanks to the volunteers who ÒstaffÓ this 
service and make it possible for all. 

We thank the Confir mands and their adult helpers 
for cleaning the church.  The vestibules and sanctuary 
were washed, dusted, polished and generally cleaned 
on Sunday, September 13th. 

On September 2nd Betty Sander fell and broke her 
left wrist.  After a short stay at Mass General 
Hospital in Boston she is now recuperating at her 
sonÕs home in New Hampshire.  Cards and letters 
may be sent to her c/o 28 Beach Hill Road, Exeter, 
NH 03883 or to her home address 30 Middle Street, 
Plymouth, MA 02360. 

We need your help at Coffee Hour!  Please sign up 
in Allerton Hall or see Hildegard Schimpf.  Thank 
you. 
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ATTENTION STUDENTS IN GRADES 9-12!!! 
The Senior High Youth Group will kick off the new 
year at Joyce Ashley's, 76 College Pond Road, 
Plymouth from 5-6:30 this Sunday (9/20).  Call 508-
746-1077 for directions and to help us do a head 
count.  Leave your name and number on machine, 
and Joyce will get back to you.  In case of rain, we'll 
meet in the JRC. 

Memorial Garden Dedication will take place at the 
conclusion of worship on Sunday September 20th.  
The plan is that the congregation will be led by the 
choir and exit the side door to the garden.  People 
may go down into the garden or stand around the 
garden above on the sidewalk and ramp.  A very brief 
dedication will take place with names being read of 
those memorialized, prayer or dedication and singing.  
Also, those who donated to this project by purchasing 
Inspiration Stones can bring them to the Memorial 
Garden and place them in the bed of stones beside the 
church during this service.  

The Memorial Garden Committee has finally 
received final approval from the Plymouth Historic 
Commission to install three Columbariums within 
the Memorial Garden itself.  The Committee worked 
closely with the Watertown Cremation Company of 
Whitman to ensure that the columbarium design and 
niche spaces were complimentary to our historic site.  
Each columbarium will be constructed of granite that 
uniquely matches the entire cost of its construction 
and installation.  Niches will be large enough 
(15Õx15Óx12Ó) to hold two traditional urns.  They 
will only be sold to church or associate church 
members.  The cost of a niche and initial engraving 
of the niche door is expected to be $1,500.  We hope 
to begin the sale of niches immediately, so that we 
may be able to install our first one in the spring of 
2010.  Contracts will be available for your perusal 
and may be obtained from the committee members, at 
the church office, or during coffee hour.    
Linn Peterson, Kathy Marks, Judy Mitchell, Pat 
Mudgett  

Monday Meals 
Our Monday Meals of Hospitality program will 
resume on Monday, September 21.  Volunteers are 
needed to help prepare a dish, serve, set-up or 
organize menus, etc.  Please look for the sign-up desk 
during coffee hour or call Diane Flood 508-209-
0266. 

2009 Annual Harvest FairÐ Sat, October 24, 2009 
      9:30am Ð2:00pm 

Dr. FredÕs made-on-the-spot, eat-em-when-theyÕre-
still-warm cake donuts will cure whatever ails 
you...and you can ONLY get them at our 2009 
Annual Harvest Fair. 
Yes, thatÕs right-itÕs HARVEST FAIR TIME!  There 
is a snap in the air, the leaves are beginning to turn 
and our thoughts turn to chicken pot pies, homemade 
fruit pies, cozy hand-knitted sweaters, country store 
items, great holiday gift ideas, delicious baked goods, 
doll clothes, lovely jewelry and bath products, hand-
made kids cards and crafts, the very popular attic 
treasures, raffles, silent auctions and of course-Dr. 
FredÕs Restorative Cake Donuts. 
The Harvest Fair is a great way to spend a Saturday, 
support the church and enjoy the fellowship of our 
congregation. 
FUN FAIR FACTS:  
Harvest Fair Meeting: Sunday, September 20th 
after the garden dedication.  The Harvest Fair would 
not happen each year without the help of many 
hands.  We need yours!  Please come to the meeting 
to find out how you can help.  
Raffle/Silent Auction Items:  We are actively 
gathering donations for the raffle and silent auction.  
If you have a special item, or can help with this 
process, please contact Kara Mallon at 508-746-0514 
or themallons@verizon.net. 
Featured Color Table:  Black!  One of our favorite 
colors-black goes with EVERYTHING!  If you have 
something for this table, please set it aside for the 
fair! 
Harvest Fair is on Facebook:  WeÕve gone high 
tech this year!  Be sure to check out the Harvest Fair 
fan page on Facebook for up-to-date information.  
You donÕt have to be a member of Facebook to look 
at the page.  If you are a member, donÕt forget to 
become a fan!  Visit 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Plymouth-
MA/Harvest -Fair-at-Church-of-the-
Pilgrimage/125826396973 to check it out.  The fair is 
also listed on craigslist and boston.com. 
If you have any questions about helping or donating 
for the fair, please contact Laura Curtin at 508-746-
7761 or email lmcurtin@comcast.net.       



 
 

Massachusetts Conference 

United Church of Christ 
!

Generosity as  
a Way of Life  

The 210th Annual Meeting 
 

of the 
Massachusetts Conference, 

United Church of Christ 

DATE: October 16 & 17, 2009  
LOCATION:  DCU Center and Hilton 

Garden Inn, Worcester, MA  

THEME: The theme of this year's Annual 
Meeting is "Generosity as a Way of Life." In 

a turbulent economic time what unique 
witness does the church have to offer in 

these days? 
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Jane Clarke Logee, Registrar 
Massachusetts Conference,  
United Church of Christ 

                                                 1 Badger Road 
                                                  Framingham, Massachusetts 01702 
                                                  logeej@macucc.org 
                                                  508-875-5233 
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