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Dear Friends: 
 There are times in life when it just seems that we cannot win.  Sometimes the cards just seem stacked against us and no 
matter how hard we try we simply can’t get things to work the way we want them to work.  There are circumstances which make 
alternatives equally unattractive. 
 I thought about these things when I came across a story which prompted those thoughts.  I love stories, as you know, and I 
think the one I’m about to relate is a pretty good one which describes the feelings we all have once in a while. 
 While sport fishing off the Florida coast a tourist’s boat capsized.  He could swim, but his fear of alligators kept him clinging 
to his overturned boat. 
  The man spotted an old beachcomber on shore and shouted out a question to him: “Are there any gators around  
  here?” 
  “Nope,” the beachcomber yelled.  “They ain’t been around here for years!” 
  The man in the water felt much safer than he had and started swimming toward the shore. About half the   
  distance from his  capsized boat and the shore, he asked: “How did you get rid of the gators?” 
  “We didn’t do nothing,” the beachcomber said.  “The sharks got ‘em.” 
 I may not be speaking for you, but I have found situations in my own life which, in some ways, resemble the predicament in 
which the fisherman found himself.  Get rid of one problem or fear and another quickly replaces it.  Maybe that’s the way life is.  There 
are few periods in life when everything seems serene, tranquil and free of stresses or worries. 
 In stressful times I often put myself in mind of Jesus’ parable of the lilies of the field.  I refer to the version of that parable in 
Matthew 6:28ff.  Jesus asks his hearers to consider how the lilies neither sow nor spin, yet God is aware of their needs and provides 
for them.  He then teaches: “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we wear?’”  He adds, “But strive first for the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 
 The parable concludes with these words which I have always liked. “So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring 
worries of its own.  Today’s trouble is enough for today.” (6:34). 
 Jesus seems to acknowledge that troubles are ever a part of daily life, but we should try to face them all by relying upon God 
to get us through them.  Always put God first. 
 That helps me in tough times, but I still fear the gators, and if not gators, sharks! 
  

     Love, 

 
©The Church of the Pilgrimage in Plymouth, MA Inc., al l  r ights reserved. 



 

 
2 

On Our Calendar 
Jan 17:  Morning worship, 10:00am, Rev. Gary L. 
Marks preaching. Junior Choir will sing. Cherub Choir 
will rehearse.  Introduction to the Bible Class, 
11:30am-12:30pm in the Conference Room in the JRC.  
The Nominating Committee will meet in the Stewart 
Room following worship. 
Jan 18-Mart in  Luther K ing,  J r .  Day:   The 
church office will be closed.  Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr 
Prayer Breakfast at Plymouth South High School, 8:00-
10:00am.  Monday Meals of Hospitality, 11am in 
Allerton Hall. 
Jan 19:  Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am.  
The Board of Trustees will meet at 7pm. 
Jan 20:  Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am.  
The Music Committee will meet at 6:30pm.  The Choir 
will rehearse at 7:30pm. 
Jan 21:  Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am. 
Jan 22:  Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am.  
The Senior High Youth Group will meet from 5-7:30 in 
the JRC Great Room. 
Jan 23:   There will be a Lay Leadership Retreat at 
Iris Haven from 8:30am-3:00pm. 
Coming Events-- 
Jan 24:   Congregational Meeting following morning 
worship (see notes). 

CHURCH RECORD 

Hospi ta l ized:  Eileen Ganem has been recently  
hospitalized and is at Radius for rehabilitation following 
surgery. Amy Simpson recently had eye surgery. 

N  O  T  E  S        

The flowers on January 17th are in loving memory of 
John Robinson.  Given by Marie and the children. 

Offering envelopes are available in the upper vestibule 
of the church for those who requested them. Please 
call Shellie at 508-746-3026 if you have any 
questions. 

We thank Jeff Donn for his outstanding sermon on 
January 10th.  We also thank Hannah Woodbury for her 
fine Children’s Message on the same date. 

 
A Note from Gary:  

The Introduction to the Bible Class that Gary is offering 
will begin this Sunday, January 17th.  Each session will 
be one hour long, 11:30am-12:30pm.  They will be 
held in the JRC Conference Room unless it is not large 
enough.  The course will cover the organization of the 
Bible, its divisions, type of literature, it use as 
devotional literature, and much more.  The class 
intends to be ever so basic!  Christian people today 
want to understand and derive spiritual direction from 
Bible study and reading, but often feel bewildered by 
the complexity of its literature.  The class hopes to give 
enough background aid for everyone’s personal study 
of the Bible.  Bible study groups could also be formed 
based upon this basic overview of the Bible’s content! 

The Bible is one of the most influential books in human 
history.  It has been pivotal in the formation of much of 
Western civilization and has had transformative power 
of countless lives.  It remains the most published and 
best selling book in the world.  Our particular branch of 
Christianity has taken its inspiration from the Bible and 
continues to be guided by the Word of God of which the 
Bible is a testimony, a Word which is still speaking to 
issues of our contemporary world. 

Join us for what I hope will be an exciting study 
together.  Bring your Bibles!           

Gary 
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Update on Overn ights o f  Hospi ta l i ty  
 

Except for a broken doorknob, our first week of hosting 
the Overnights of Hospitality for this season went off 
without a hitch during the week of December 27, 
2009. Our church fed, clothed, and provided toiletries, 
clean sheets, and towels as well as shelter from a 
wickedly cold week for 16 different 
local homeless men.   We hosted an average of 
12 guests each night.  Thanks to our faithful and 
vigilant overnight hosts: Ken and Alice Heckman, 
Andrew Latosek (2x), Peter Simpson, Tom Healy, Bill 
Converse, Gordon Campbell, Peter Wilson, Joyce 
Ashley, and Charles Harper. Thanks also to our loyal 
friends and hosts: Ted "Weg" William, Eileen 
McElhinney, and Bill Davenport for filling in when the 
call for extra hosts was raised. 
  
I speak for myself and the men when I say a special 
thanks to our magnificent cooks: Dawn Podielsky, Bob 
Sullivan Jr., and Eleanor Strachan and family (2x); 
Peter Simpson; Katie and Marianne Barnicle and 
Connor Crane; Kim Latosek and family, Meg and John 
Bross, and Pat Harper. Special thanks to Geoff and 
Elizabeth Campbell for keeping our shelter sparkling 
and shoveled out for seven days. Extra special thanks 
to the angels who have left cookies and treats, 
beverages, hats, socks, sweaters, and underwear. 
  
Please come he lp us do the work Jesus 
intended we do.  We will need both overnight hosts 
and cooks again during the week of Jan. 24 through 
Jan. 30 AND during the week of February 7 through 
February 13. Call me if you can volunteer time or 
donate food during these weeks. All questions are 
welcome.  Sarah Barnicle 774-454-2185 (Leave a 
phone number and the days you can volunteer.) 

 

 

 

 

 

The Congregational Meeting on January 24, 1010 will 
be led by people who have worked diligently and have 
sought the guidance of the Holy Spirit through prayer 
and study.  The spokespeople for the Advisory Board 
and Discernment Committee will present their 
conclusions and after ample discussion a vote will be 
taken.  Please plan to remain for this important 
meeting. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

A Reminder:  Any item that you would like to appear in 
The Herald must be submitted to the church office by 
noon on the Tuesday prior to the Sunday upon which 
you wish it to appear. 

 

 

 



 
 
Plymouth’s 15th Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Prayer Breakfast: “The Dream Lives!” 
 
When:  MLK Jr. Day, Monday, January 18, 2009, 8am - 10am 
 
Where:  Plymouth South High School Cafetorium 
 
Featured Speaker:  Bishop Gail Harris of the Episcopal Church 
 
Musical Guests:  The Pilgrim Festival Chorus, Bethel AME Church Choir, The Plymouth High Schools 
Brass Ensemble 
 
Presentations by Students of their Martin Luther King Jr. Contest Essays  
 
Tickets: $8 adults, $6 seniors and children under 12, $22 families (max of 4), available at local houses of 
worship and at the door on the day of the event, benefiting the Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship and 
Breakfast 
 
Continental Breakfast provided 
 
Sponsored by: Plymouth’s Inter-Faith Clergy Association, The Plymouth Public Schools, The Town of 
Plymouth No Place for Hate Committee 

 


