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Dear Friends:

Last Sunday The Church of the Pilgrimage met in a special meeting of the church to r
recommendations of the Advisory Board and the Disteenndergsobarianton the issue of Open
Affirming was presented and decided upon. The meeting, well attended, overwhelmingly a}
which makes our church officially an open, affirming and welcoming congregatibat durs insp
congregation is able to respond to issues which call for ever new applications of the gospel
sensitive ways. | have the clear and distinct impression that the Spirit has been, and will co
among us and Wawill also continue to make measured and steady progress towana heeide:
forth in the New Tre=ta

Last Saturday several church members currently in leadership positions in the church
long retreat by the Rewn&gddcKay to consider the future of the church. The retreat focusec
discernment processes which are able to develop and guide visions and dreams for the futt
One comment toward the end of the day led me tolihe Irehbméditmrik about my own future. |
decided to think about the timing of my icsitleyreamd. | have talkedreiawtentuality frequently ov
the last couple of years. We decided that the time has come. | am nearetpfdittg YHarschf e
the Pilgrimage. That is a very long pastorate! | will meet with the area minister next week ¢
discuss our future with leaders in our church about timing.

We have many plans to make! | will face a timambadjustmén,the positive side of thi
have many interests which will be a joy to pursue. | want to study, write, maybe even teach
ample, do some travelling. |1 am not, in other words, fearful about hawfaetjlbiiltenly saitethe
word OretirementO as applying to myself a kind of burden was lifted from my soul. | love th
congregation. | donOt know where the years have gone, but | cannot be in denial about the
gone. But please note: | am not confessing to being old!

We have been on a long journey together. The church is strong and open to the lead

Kathy and | hope that the time remaining will be the happiest days yet.
Love,

g ©The Chah of the Pilgrimage in Plymouth, MA Inc., all rights res:

The Church of the Pilgrimage, UCC is an Open and Affirming Church
Moderator — Allen Hoyt; Treasurer-Verna-Ross Hoyt; Clerk — Lois Post; Collector — Tom Mudgett;
Music Director-Kelley DePasqua; Organist — Michael Eaton; Office Manager-Shellie Souza;
World Mission Emphasis-Heifer Project International; Church Building Telephone-508-747-1341
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On Our Calendar

Jan 31: Morning worship, 10:00am, Rev. Gary L. Marks
preaching. Cherub Choir and Junior Choir will rehearse.
Introduction to the Bible Class in the JRC Conference Room,
11:30am-12:30pm.
Feb 1: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am. Monday
Meals of Hospitality at 11am in Allerton Hall.
Feb 2: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am.
Feb 3: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am. The Missions
Committee will meet at 7pm in the JRC Conference Room. The
Choir will rehearse at 7:30pm.
Feb 4: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am.
Feb 5: Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am.
Coming Events:
Feb 7: Boy Scout Sunday
Feb 7-13: We will be hosting The Overnights of Hospitality
Feb 14: Deacon Peter Causton will be preaching.
Feb 17: Ash Wednesday Service in the sanctuary at 7pm.

CHURCH RECORD

Hospitalized: Brian Lawn-Jordan Hospital.

Recouperating: Cliff Sampson was recently hospitalized, but is
now back in residence at Golden Living.

Nancy Grissino was also recently hospitalized, but is doing well
now. In fact, she was in worship last Sunday.

MISSIONS

The basket for Haiti Relief will remain in the upper vestibule for
this coming Sunday to receive your donations. There are other
ways you can help and our wonderful Missions Committee will
keep you informed concerning them.

The Missions and Outreach Committee extends thanks to all who
have given so generously to the Fund for Haiti which will be
channeled through the United Church of Christ. On January 17
and 24 we received $1,483.90. We are also collecting Hygiene
and Baby Kits for Haiti. Information regarding the kits has been
distributed to the church school and available near the Haiti
Donation Basket. We reach out with love and compassion to our
brothers and sisters in Haiti.

CHILDREN HELPING CHILDREN

NOTES

The flowers on the communion table are in loving memory of
Boyd and Eleanor Mayhew and Floyd and Pauline Marks.

We were sorry to hear about the death of Richard Johnson. Our
prayers are with his mother and church member Gloria Johnson.
Arrangements are incomplete at this writing.

The Leaders Retreat held on January 23 was a very meaningful
event for those who attended. We thank Rev. Rosemary McKay
for her leadership during the day long gathering. We also thank
Janet Synnot for the delicious lunch and other treats.

Introduction to the Bible Class: The first meeting of the
class attracted about ten people. It was a very good first
session. There was not a class on January 24t because of the
congregational meeting. If you were unable to attend the first
meeting but are interested in learning some basic facts about
the Bible, please feel free to join us on January 31st. The class
is held in The John Robinson Center Conference Room. The
class is one hour long from 11:30-12:30pm. Childcare is
available.

Gary attended a meeting of the 400t Anniversary Committee on
January 25,

Last Sunday, Michaela Coombs spoke to the congregation
during worship about a plan to help bring comfort to the
children of a Haiti in the aftermath of the earthquake. This is
what she said:

“Hi, my name is Michaela and | have a stuffed dog named
Spooky. Spooky is a great pal and he is my Best Friend. He
goes everywhere with me. He helps me when I'm scared and
calms me down when I'm upset. | can’t imagine what the
children of Haiti are feeling right now. They must be scared and
lonely losing everything. | will be collecting stuffed animals for
the children of Haiti so they don't have to feel alone. So if you
can open your hearts | will be downstairs during coffee hour on
January 31st and February 7t to kindly accept your donation
and make sure they go to a loving home. You may wish to visit
the website to where | will send our Hugs. www.lovinghugs.org.
Thank you!”

EXTENDING THE INVITATION

Dear Friends: The Church’s decision to declare itself Open and
Affirming was an historic moment in our Church, and a testimony
to how we have worked to discern the mind of Christ for us in
the way we welcome all into our church family. There was
moving testimony and thoughtful discussion in the meeting on
Sunday. Thank you all who participated.

The full text of the resolution as approved is printed on the
next page. The Advisory Board will work to incorporate the
Open and Affirming statement into communication tools,
including our web site and governing documents in the near
future. Please contact me with any questions.

-Trace Sears, Chair of the Advisory Board
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A Resolution Declaring The Church of the Pilgrimage, UCC

an Open and Affirming Church

This Resolution was approved by the members of the Church of the Pilgrimage UCC, in Plymouth
Massachusetts, at a special meeting of the Church on January 24, 2010.

MEREAS the Church of the Pilgrimage is a free church, in the Congregational Christian
\@uov 'tradition, subject to the control of no other ecclesiastical body;

WHEREAS we seek a deeper understanding of God’s Word through study of Scripture and the
teaching and example of Jesus Christ, and through mutual prayer for each other;

WHEREAS we hold it to be the vision of The Church of the Pilgrimage to welcome all people,
and respect and value their diverse talents and perspectives;

WHEREAS we worship and work together as the Body of Christ through honest, open
communication in a positive and loving atmosphere, making decisions together after sharing all
the available facts;

WHEREAS we commit ourselves to making justice and inclusion a reality in all aspects of our
faith journey together;

WHEREAS we recognize that we are diverse in our opinions, beliefs, and attitudes toward the
issues of sexual orientation and gender identity;

O

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we embrace differences in gender, age, race, sexual
@@L orientation, gender identity, ethnic and socio-economic background, physical and
mental ability. We welcome all people of faith to fully participate in every aspect of our Church’s
life. We intentionally welcome and affirm all gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons
and others who have historically been excluded from the life of some churches, to journey in
faith with us, and to seek Christ’s love in our midst. We openly affirm this belief and commit
ourselves to its realization in all aspects of our life together.

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that The Church of the Pilgrimage, UCC declares
itself to be an Open and Affirming Congregation, inviting all into our community of faith, to
fully share in all Church life, including our work, worship, rites, and sacraments, with the
assurance that we are all created in God’s image, reconciled by Christ, and empowered by the
Holy Spirit.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Church will set for itself an urgent but mutually
agreeable timeline for the implementation of this resolution.
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This Year For Lent: Soup Suppers are Back!

The Deacons are renewing a tradition started a few years back. On Wednesday evenings during Lent, we w
have a simple soup supper followed by an evening prayer service. You are invited to join us felldexship, and
reflection during the season of Lent. We will gather fremh®m. for a light supper of soup, salad, and bread. At7
p.m. Rev. Gary will lead a 3Minute evening Prayer Service in the Sanctuary. The format for the services vell rang
from simple Celtic prayer, to a Service of Healing with music. The suppers are a great opportunity to connect with
members of the Church Family (plus you donOt have to cook!), and the prayer services will offer and opportunity for
spiritual practicesrad reflection during the season of Lent. More details will follow, but for now, be sure to mark your
calendars: The dates are February 24, and March 3, 10, 17, and 24.

Other Lent/Easter dates to remember:
February 17, 2010 Ash Wednesédalhere wil be a service in the Sanctuary at 7 p.m.
March 28, 2010 Palm Sundayhe Deacons will be hosting the annual Palm Sunday Breakfast at 8 a.m.
April 1, 2010 Maundy Thursda® There will be a service in the Sanctuary at 7 p.m.
April 2, 2010 Good Frida® Walk with Christ: A service of remembrance will take place. Time TBD.

April 4, 2010 Easter Sundagunrise Service at ColeOs Hill.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP ~ 10:00 AM
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE

I~

L)

\=|
i

5/
|:\ IR
| |+

WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




