THE CHURCH OF THE PILGRIMAGE

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST - CONGREGATIONAL

THE PILGRIMAGE
8 TOWN SQUARE, PLYMOUTH,

MASSACHUSETTS 02360
‘ www.8townsquare.org

THE REVEREND GARY L. MARKS,

SENIOR PASTOR
gmarks@8townsquare.org % | .

CHURCH OFFICE

PHONE: 508-746-3026
FAX: 508-746-4362

office@8townsquare.org

Volume LXXX, No. 10 Office Hours: MonFri 8:30am4:00pm March 14 2010

Dear Friends:

For some reason I've been intrigued by short observations made by people regarding temptation. Some of them |
find to be humorous. Ever since the Garden of Eden it seems that temptation has been considered a trait which
characterizes every human life. It seems universal that we are tempted to savor that which is forbidden, not good for us, or
simply because we deem ourselves worthy of pleasures which we think others enjoy.

Lent is a season which has as one of it's primary focuses the human tendency to be tempted. That is the theme of
the passage in Luke 4:1-13 in which Jesus was tempted by the devil for forty days in the wilderness. That scene, by the
way, is the main reason that Lent is forty days in duration, excluding Sundays. Indeed, it makes us all feel a little better
about ourselves to know that Jesus, too, was not free from temptation. It is human to be tempted. There is no sin in
temptation. Sin results when we give in to them.

That brings me back to those short and pithy observations about temptation which we all seem to find both funny
and descriptive. Some of the following statements | came across recently I've heard before. | share some of them with you
now. Mae West said: “I generally avoid temptation unless | can't resist it.” Oscar Wilde (though | thought it was Mark
Twain) said: “I couldn’t help it. | can resist everything but temptation.” There is another, which comes under the heading of
Korman’s Law, which states: “The trouble with resisting temptation is that it may never come your way again.” The
legendary columnist, Earl Wilson, observed: “Ever notice that the whisper of temptation can be heard farther than the
loudest call to duty?” And Winston Churchill said: “Don’t worry about avoiding temptation. As you get older it will avoid
you.”

Probably we all smile at these remarks because they speak to a reality about us of which we are all aware. It is
interesting to me that none of the snappy quotations I've cited name specific temptations. Temptation is so universal that
we are able to plug into them whatever it is which tempts us. All of us seem to want something we probably shouldn't have,
or we envy what others have that we think we want.

We are all in the same boat when it comes to temptation, though we vary in terms of specifics. If to err is to be
human, so is it true that to be tempted is to be human.

lesus is the model for Christians, of course. He faced specific temptations one by one. After due consideration and
prayer he resisted them one by one. May we during the remainder of Lent be as successful as he was.

Love,
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On Our Calendar
Mar 14€aylight Savings TMuening worship,

10:00am, Rev. Gary L. Marks p@ackng. Great Hour of

Sharing Offering will be received durinthaarsbip.
Choir will rehearse after morningNeo@tepub Choir.
Thdrtroduction to the Biblev@laseet from 11:30am
12: 30pm in the JRC Conference Room.

Mar 15Rev. Marks will be in the church office at 9:30amyiso, please sign up for your donation(s) of time a
Monday Meals of Hospitality at 11am in Allerton Hall.

Mar 16Rev. Marks will be in the churcd:8fiam at

Shellie will be at a conference for church administratorsWeding or window washing, babysitting or brown
Framingham today. The Board of Trustees will meet at ¢e@\iRys or watercolors. Don®t hide your light ur

the JRC Conference Room.

Mar 175t. PatrickOs: DRey. Marks will be in the office

at 9:30am. Soup, Salad, Breaa 3ilppeniHall at

6:00pm to be followed by a Lenten Service in the sanc
from 7:00:30pm.Music Committee Meeting at 6:30pm.

Choir Rehearsal at 7:30pm.

Mar 18 Rev. Marks will be in the office at 9:30am.
Mar 19 RewWlarks will be in the difickecause of an
appointment he canOt say exactly when.

Mar20: Exploring the Ways of Prayer at Iris Haven.

Coming Events

@Time and Talent Auction/Lunche

Sunday, Marcht2dfter church
Sigrup on Sunday for the delicious luncheon.
Only $4 per adult, $2 per child, max. $12

Forms will be adailia Allerton Hall after church. B3
boating, tours or tortellini, poetry or pies, tickets of

Your church needs YOU!
" For more information, please contact Judy Mithe
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The flowease in Honor of our parents. Given by
Cliff Sampson.

Le

We have an openingefororial flowensSunday, Marc
21t Please contact Maggi Tavar&2&6588if you are

interested.

Mar 21: The Fifth Sunday in Lent (the Spring Equinox). Méntorial LilieBhe joyous Easter season is fast
approaching. As is our tradition, the beauty of our c
be enhanced on Easter morning with a multitude of |
Mar 24: Lenten Soup Supper and Service, 6:00pm in Aligfiteiigh your loving donation of $15, your name anc
honored or memorialized will be listed in the Easter .
Mar 2®alm Sunday: Palm Sunday Communion Breakfgsilietin as well as in Easter weekOs -HerialtheSmmer
Allerton Hall at 8:00am. Palm Sunday Service in the sageiiiiyle following this SundayOs service and the n

and Talent Auction/Luncheon after church.
Mar 23: Organ Contleet sanctuary, 7:30pm.

Hall.

10am.
Mar 30: Advisory Board Meeting,JROGponf. Room.

Apr Maundy Thursday: Maundy Thursday Service in

sanctuary, 7pm.

Apr Z500d Friday: Good Friday Service in the sanctughiR

The church office will be closed on Good Friday.

Apr £aster: Sunrise Service on ColeOsvdieBaoes T

in the sanctuary, 9:00am and 11:00am.

NOTES |

We thadlenny Heddy being worship leadéarcht?
It was a pleasure to hagearMinister, Rev. Dale

Hempenmyring greetings to the congregation ¢h March
Dale met witht €onfirmation Class following the worshi

service.

We were sorry to learn of the death of Richard Bramhz
week. Our prayers are with his wife Ginny and her fan

Mark your Calendfari& Church Council meeting on /

25h following morninghimr

Sundays, or call the church office. Volunteers will
to ke flowers to ssifollowing the service.
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From the Membership and Evangelism :Cor
nRemgmber our-stauby calling, visiting or bringing tt
church if they are able. If you know someone whc
added to this list, please calicheotfioe.

Helen Belcher
Marjorie Belcher
Ruth Belcher
Audrey Birnstein
Janet Broadbent

Gloria Johnson
Violet Johnson
Betty OOConnell
Beatrice Roberge
Sydney Rowland

Kay Budd Cliff Sampson
"Mary Cleveland Betty Sander
P Craig and Margargit®@im Audrey Shuart

Martha Stearns
Kathryn Stevenson
Valerie Stewart
Marion Whiting

Clarence Delano

INggcy Eldridge
nillarjorie Fall

Dottie Fr
\prl? I y




TheMissions and Outreach Comenptéeses thanks
for PCIS for preparing 120 Hygiene Kits arnsl /20 Baby Ki
Haiti. Science teacher Warren Phillips organized the effort.

HEIFER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Heifer Internatio@alerlook Farm,
216 Wachusett Street
Rutland, MB3088862221

PANCAKES AT THE FARM Please Help Us Stay Green!
March 13 and-Z01 p.mReservations needed. When Geoff Campbell was -sexsmtirge very kindly to
on the responsibility of recycling cans agihpkastics.
PAS®N THE GIFT OPEN HOUSE recycling is not part of the sextonOs job, we need sc
Sat, April 3, 1@2pm to take over. It would be-aweek commitment, to be
As part of Pass on the Gift Maeiferisitrningenteat done at your con\{enience. The more v_olunteers we
Overlook Farm for complimentary tours and regular shoWﬁEQ%?n each will have to make the trip to the tran:
the award winning niowie Stones," abeautiful film about Ele?p se contact Shellie-a868826 if you are willing to

the remarkaltansformation of a group of women in
southerNepalYouOll see how empowering women can bring
an entire village out of poverty, and also witness HeiferOs
approach to creating hope -aglibselt one community at a
time.Learn how Heifer Inteaigilays a role in ending

hunger and poverty at home and abroad while visiting with the
newborn lambs, goat kids and chicks.

Rutlan&arm Days Open House
Sat, May 8, 1@2pm

In conjunction with the Rutland Agricultural Commission's
Rutland Farm Dagijeifecearningenteat Overlook

Farm for complimentarylteara.how Heifer International

plays a role in ending hunger and poverty at home and abroad
while visiting with the newborn lambs, goat kids, chicks and
ducklings.

TheChurch of the Rilgagdtalian Classical Duo
Tuesday, March&23:30pm

Italian organist Luca Massalgia, joined by alto saxophonist
Isabella Stabio, are making their first performance trip to the
United States and Wwitlerec stop at The Church of the

Pilgrimage. This Italian duo are graduates of the Guiseppe
Verdi Conservatory of Turin and have earned high acclaim in
their native Italy. Their United States performance tour includes
a performance at Trinity ChtoohomBbsiday, 3/26 at

noon. The Music Committee is excited to welcome these young
artists to AmericaOs hometown and to feature our own Roche
Pipe Organ in concert. Thanks to Dave and Sandy Moreland
who have volunteered to host our Italians/sitoeert i

open to the public and a goodwill offering will be taken to
support the musicians on their tour.
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“I don’t know how to pray.” “l used to feel like God was listening, but | don’t seem to be able to sense anything
holy anymore.” “I need a minute to think about God this Lent but | just can’t seem to find the time.” If you relate
to those phrases, please consider attending a retreat on Exploring the Ways of Prayer led by Rev. Rosemary

MacKay on Saturday, March 20t from 8:30-3pm. We apologize for the short notice, but this was planned at
the last minute in response to requests from Church members, so we hope you can participate! Please let Jess
Hague know if you are interested by March 14t. There will be a small fee of $25 to cover materials and lunch, and
if cost is a concern, please let Jess know as there are scholarship funds available.

Interested in learning new spiritual practices? Wishing you had time to deepen your understanding of how you already live your faith
in your everyday life? Unsure of what spiritual practices are? Just looking for something to do? Jessica Hague will be leading a small
group in a 5-week study on Spiritual Practices that will be held after Church beginning April 11. We'll learn, discuss, practice, and
reflect on those activities that allow us to “create openings in our lives where the grace, mercy, and presence of God may be made
known to us” (Craig Dykstra). All are welcome, but Jess asks you note the following:

. To allow time for the group to grow in relationship to one another as well as learn about spiritual practices, Jess is asking
participants to commit to at least 4 of the 5 sessions.
. To allow space for all to be heard (listening is a spiritual practice), there will be a limit in the group size. If there is

extensive interest, more groups will be formed!
If you are interested, please contact Jess ASAP in person at Church, via e-mail at jessica.hague@gmail.com, or by calling her at 508-
728-1760. Guest lecturers may include Jenny Healy, so if you've always wanted to know what makes her bread so special, contact

Jess today!
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SUNDAY WORSHIP ~ 10:00 AM
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE

WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




