THE CHURCH OF THE PILGRIMAGE

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST - CONGREGATIONAL
8 TOWN SQUARE, PLYMOUTH,

: MASSACHUSETTS 02360
‘ www.8townsquare.org

THE REVEREND GARY L. MARKS,
SENIOR PASTOR
gmarks@8townsquare.org % | .

CHURCH OFFICE

PHONE: 508-746-3026
FAX: 508-746-4362

office@8townsquare.org

Volume LXXX, No. 10 Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am-4:00pm March 21, 2010

Dear Friends:

Last SundayOs lesson, L-BKEL52] is the story of thea#ied Prodigal Son. It is a wonderful parable and
themosbeloved of all JesusO paiiablesllylthe account of the grace shown as love by the parent in the story.

Since writing and preaching my sermon on that text | have read a reflection on the subject of grace |
Philip YanceyOs best sellinghbtiok,So AmasingGkacétis about a story of a conference held in England seve
decades ago. It is a useful Lenten reflection.

A group of theologians and other religious intellectuals gathered to discuss issues in comparative re
arose regardiwhether any single belief was unique to Christianity. Several possibilities were put forth. Ma
singular to Christianity. No, other religions including Greek and Roman mythologies, had stories of gods b
WAht about Resurrection? No, other religions also had stories of people returning form the dead.

The debate continued for some time when the great Christian writer C.S. Lewis entered the room. (
about?0 he asked.

He was told that theseawliscussion about what ChristianityOs unique contribution might be among we
forthrightly, Lewis responded, OOh, thatOs easy. Itis grace.O

After some further discussion the badftyegree. The love of God comesftohasdesavith no strings
attached. That idea confounds all human logic. The Buddhists have an eightfold path toward enlightenme
concept of Karma, the Jews seek to understand to adhere to the Torah and Mudianthkaexdtieie ois ioress
divine favor and approval. Only Christianity dares to declare GodOs love to be unconditional. Grace is un

| thank Philip Yancey for the above story. His own faith journey began in a grgealshCvhistianiawekdm
God as an abusive parent, rigid, legalistic and angry. It drove him away form the faith, but he always studir
the rediscovery and realization that God is a God of love and not a tyratimiogljddigeiplGieistjaherefore, a
reaction to that love and not a means of earning GodOs approval. That is the kind of faith | find proclaimec
Son.

IOm not sure on what other levels | might find agreenmeetywiBuPhitip ¥aow this and offer it to you in 1
latter stages of the Lenten season: scripture stores like the Parable of the Loving Parent suggest that we a
Worship and Christian life are reactionsrotta#teloyeswin the approval of an angry God.

Love,

oy
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On Our Calendar
Mar 21 Morning worship, 10:00am, Rev. Gary L. Marks
preachingTime and Talent Auction/Luncheon in Allerton He&
following the worship sd@m@eaniaChoi@nd Cherub Choir
will rehearse after morning WhesBipnfirmantimedt.

Mar 22Garyvill be in the church office at 9:30am. Monda "
Meals of Hospitality at 11am in AlleBary all.attend a ‘”

Calling all Kids!
Calling all Kids!

The CE committee is
organizing a food
drie. We are looking

2020 Anniversary meeting. for any children that
Mar 23Gary will be in the church office at 9:30am. Orgah,1d like to volunteer to help. There wilptsheegign
Concert in the sanctuary at 7:30pm Allerton Hall. Parents are asked to drop off your chi

Mar 24 GaI’Wi" be in the office at 9:30am. Soup, Saladpick up. Any parents who would like to help would &
Bread Supper in Allerton Hall at 6:00pm to be followed %ﬁreciated.

Lenten Service in the sanctuary-f@apiahoir WhereStop n 8ponRte 44 Plymouth

Rehearsal at 7:30pm. _ Whemdarch 2ve are asking thédren to sign up for 2
Mar 25 Garill be in the office at 9:30am. hours9AML1AM or 11ARN

Mar 26 Gary will be in the office at 9:30am. Thank you

Coming Events Barbara QuinMarilyn Borsari

Mar 2®alm Sunday: Palm Sunday Communion Breakfastin  apnne Motyka Phil Ragonetti
Allerton Hall at 8:00am. Palm Sunday Service in the sanctuary,

10am.
Mar 30: Advisory Board Meeting, 7:30pm in the sanctuarK _ _

Apr Maundy Thursday: Maundy Thursday Service in th@mily.

sanctuary, 7pm. _ _ . Menorial Liliedhe joyous Easter
Apr Z500d Friday: The church office will be closed. OW season is fast approaching. As is ou

i
Jesus ServiceO will be held in the sanctuary at 7pm. \ )) tradition, the beauty of our church wi
Apr {Eastler: Sunrise Service on Gaae®s T, identical A /{W ~ enhanced on Easter morning with a
services in the sanctuary, 9:00am and 11:00am. ‘ \Q\J multitude of lilies. Through your lovit
ﬂ donation of $15, your name and thos

| NOTES honored or memorializee Visted in
. : : : the Easter Sunday bulletin as well as

Recuperating at home after a stay in the hospital, Cynthja Marks ~ : i .

P g Y P y Easter week®sld Sigip in the lower vestibule follow

On March 16, 2010 Rev. Marks conducted a funeral senfge $oihdayOs service and next Sunday, or call the |

Donald Smythe. Burial was in Braiptegeerdare with  volunteers will be welcomed to take flownerfoltosling
his wife Dorothy and her family. the service.

We were sorry to hear of the death of Louis Pierce who was a
member of The Church of the Pilgrimage, though he had lived
with his daughter and her family in New Hampshire for several
years. He lovedcburch. Our prayers are with his family. Please Help Us Stay Greegf

The introduction to the Bible Class will not meet until theAfwnd@eoff Campbell was o
after Easter, Apfil 11 actingexton, he very kindly

We thank Ray Quinn for being Worship Leader and HarfRRK on the responsibility 0
Woodbury for her ChildrenOs Messagé&.on March 14 recycling cans and plastics.

@Time and TafeAuction/Luncheon on commitment, to be done at your convenience. The I

Sunday, Marcht2dfter church volunteers we get, the less often each will have to m
Only $4 per adult, $2 per child, max. $12For more| inforr@atiomransfer station. Please contact Shelb8@2&0E
please contact Judy Mitchel 463D, if you are willing to help.




Interested in learning iétuaspracticedfishing you hid HEIFERNNOUNCEMEN

time to deepen your understanding of how you alrady live your Heifer Internatio@alerlook Farm
faith in your everydaydiis@re of what spiritual pracfjces 216 Wachusett Stre
are?Just looking for somethinglessaa Hague will pe Rutland, MB088862221
leading a small groupivealdstudy on Spiritual Praggices PANCAKES AT THE FARM

that will be held after Church beginning/atilléarn, March 13 and-Z8l p.mReservations needed.
discuss, practice, and reflect on those activities that allow us to

Ocreate openings in our lives where the grace, mércy, #PASS ON THE GIFT OPEN HOUSE
presence of God may be madtokmsO (Craig Dykstp).  Sat, April 3, 1@2pm

All are welcome, but Jess asks you note the follow§ng: As part of Pass on theofif Msiteifer earningenteat

) To allow time for the group to grow in relatlo ship BV Mook Farm for complimentary tours and regular

another as well as learn about spiritual practiges, Jqﬁg Swvard winning nfovegve Stghebeautiful film abou
asking participants to commit to &f lxes54 the remarkable transformation of a group of women

sessions. sout%eﬂNepalYouOll see how eingom@men can bring

To allow space for all to be heard (listening i a sp. L . .
oractice), there will be a limit in the grbtlre&iez' H"é tire village out of poverty, and also witness Hei

tensive int ¢ il be f I, approach to creating hope -aglihsel one community i
It yoj); feniSr:\tISrler;ti:rcTSp’lergcs)EC%r?tl;?j \\Jl\gssse@iﬁ%g]?. time.Learn how Heifer International plays a role in er

R . . hunger and poverty at home and abroad wiiifetkesitir
Church, vimail gessica.hague@gmaibcbmcalling g P y

at 508/281760.Guest lecturers may ielidy Healy newborn lambs, goat kids and chicks.
so if youOve always wanted to know what makes fer brBatlen&arm Days Open House
special, contdess today Sat, May 8, 1@2pm
In conjunction with the Rutland Agricultural Commis:
Rutland Farm Days$jeifgt earninQenteat Overlook
Welcome Visitor Brochures Farm for complimentarylieartaow Heifer Internationa
Please notice the new Welcome Visitor Brochures in oupl@wsi role in ending hunger and poverty at home a
These will provide helpful information for our visitors, pluyghitendsiting with the newborn lambs, goat kids, chic
is a section to fill in details and return to the church. Wedthgiings.
Megan Verdugbdoresign and guidance on producing this

brochure. Membership and Evangelism Committeg .church of the Rilgpgdtalian Classical Dug
Boards and Committees Tusday, Marchd2® 7:30pm

Your Nominating Committee is in the process of finding Rﬁ%eorganist Luca Massalgia, joined by alto saxof
to participate on the ChurchOs boards and committees. | A 4oy Stabio, are making their first performance tr

prdably know, the Church functions by the participation\ g4 states and will include a stop at The Church

members on these boards and committees. While its impoit ége. This Italian duo are gréueiGeseppe
to work to our Church it is also rewarding and can be erq;g onservatory of Turin and have earned high a

If a member of the Nominating Committee asks you to cthedideative Italy. Their United States performance t
joining board or committee, please consider it favorablya gerformance at Trinity Church, Boston on Friday, <
you have questions on what a committee does, we will jiagouTie Music Committee is excited to welsogne f
contact with someone who is familiar. If you are interesgstists to AmericaOs hometown and to feature our o'
another committee than the one you may be asked to joRfipe Organ in concert. Thanks to Dave and Sandy |
please let umky. If you have an interest in any of our boavrble have volunteered to host our Italian visitors. Th
or committees and you havenOt been asked, donOt be signdodie public and a goodwill offering will be tak

N—r

know if your interest. supparthe musicians on their tour.
The Nominating Committee: Rosa Cook, Sue Miller, Paf Mudddte Moderatacording to the bylaws the
Ray Quinn, Amy Simpson and Steve Triffletti Moderator has appointed the following persons to ve

positions: Rollin JoBuswd of Trustees, term expiring
2012; David Petksic Committee, term expiring 2012;
MudettNominating Committee; term expiring 2010.
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Palm Sunday Communion Breakfadt, March 28

There will be a-gfor the Communion Breakfast during the Coffee HouY on Maycilstimake ¢
reservation by calling the church offieg€680368 This has been a popular event did se/aee

your reservation as soon as possible in order to plan for the breakfast. The breakfastis aw
be together as a church family around the sacrament and a delicious meal. There is not co
donation is @zghe in order to defray the cost of the food. Please plan to be with us for this dk
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SUNDAY WORSHIP ~ 10:00 AM
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE

WE ARE UNITED IN STRIVING TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD, AND TO WALK IN GOD'S WAYS, MADE KNOWN OR TO BE MADE KNOWN TO US.




