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Dear Friends: 
 Last SundayÕs lesson, Luke 15:1-3,11b-32, is the story of the so-called Prodigal Son.  It is a wonderful parable and one of 
the most beloved of all JesusÕ parables.  It is really the account of the grace shown as love by the parent in the story. 
 Since writing and preaching my sermon on that text I have read a reflection on the subject of grace based on an episode in 
Philip YanceyÕs best selling book, WhatÕs So Amazing About Grace?  It is about a story of a conference held in England several 
decades ago. It is a useful Lenten reflection. 
 A group of theologians and other religious intellectuals gathered to discuss issues in comparative religion.  The question 
arose regarding whether any single belief was unique to Christianity.  Several possibilities were put forth.  Maybe the Incarnation was 
singular to Christianity.  No, other religions including Greek and Roman mythologies, had stories of gods becoming human in form.  
What about Resurrection?  No, other religions also had stories of people returning form the dead. 
 The debate continued for some time when the great Christian writer C.S. Lewis entered the room.  ÒWhatÕs the rumpus 
about?Ó he asked. 
 He was told that there was a discussion about what ChristianityÕs unique contribution might be among world religions.  Very 
forthrightly, Lewis responded, ÒOh, thatÕs easy.  It is grace.Ó 
 After some further discussion the conferees had to agree.  The love of God comes to us free of charge, with no strings 
attached.  That idea confounds all human logic.  The Buddhists have an eightfold path toward enlightenment, the Hindus have the 
concept of Karma, the Jews seek to understand to adhere to the Torah and Muslims have their own ways for their adherents to earn 
divine favor and approval.  Only Christianity dares to declare GodÕs love to be unconditional.  Grace is uniquely Christian. 
 I thank Philip Yancey for the above story.  His own faith journey began in a type of Christian fundamentalism which viewed 
God as an abusive parent, rigid, legalistic and angry.  It drove him away form the faith, but he always studied faith issues.  He came to 
the rediscovery and realization that God is a God of love and not a tyrannical judge.  Christian living and discipline is, therefore, a 
reaction to that love and not a means of earning GodÕs approval.  That is the kind of faith I find proclaimed in the story of the Prodigal 
Son. 
 IÕm not sure on what other levels I might find agreement with Philip Yancey.  But, I do know this and offer it to you in the 
latter stages of the Lenten season: scripture stores like the Parable of the Loving Parent suggest that we are already loved by God.  
Worship and Christian life are reactions to that love, not attempts to win the approval of an angry God. 
     Love, 
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On Our Calendar 
Mar 21:  Morning worship, 10:00am, Rev. Gary L. Marks 
preaching.   Time and Talent Auction/Luncheon in Allerton Hall 
following the worship service.  The Junior Choir and Cherub Choir 
will rehearse after morning worship. The Confirmands will meet. 
Mar 22: Gary will be in the church office at 9:30am.  Monday 
Meals of Hospitality at 11am in Allerton Hall.  Gary will attend a 
2020 Anniversary meeting. 
Mar 23:  Gary will be in the church office at 9:30am. Organ 
Concert in the sanctuary at 7:30pm.   
Mar 24:  Gary will be in the office at 9:30am.  Soup, Salad, 
Bread Supper in Allerton Hall at 6:00pm to be followed by a 
Lenten Service in the sanctuary from 7:00-7:30pm. Choir 
Rehearsal at 7:30pm. 
Mar 25:  Gary will be in the office at 9:30am.  
Mar 26:  Gary will be in the office at 9:30am. 
Coming Events: 
Mar 28-Palm Sunday:  Palm Sunday Communion Breakfast in 
Allerton Hall at 8:00am.  Palm Sunday Service in the sanctuary, 
10am. 
Mar 30:  Advisory Board Meeting, 7:30pm in the sanctuary 
(note change of time and location). 
Apr 1-Maundy Thursday:  Maundy Thursday Service in the 
sanctuary, 7pm. 
Apr 2-Good Friday:  The church office will be closed.  ÒWalk with 
Jesus ServiceÓ will be held in the sanctuary at 7pm. 
Apr 4-Easter:  Sunrise Service on ColeÕs Hill, 6am.  Two identical 
services in the sanctuary, 9:00am and 11:00am. 
 

N  O  T  E  S       

Recuperating at home after a stay in the hospital, Cynthia Marks. 

On March 16, 2010 Rev. Marks conducted a funeral service for 
Donald Smythe.  Burial was in Braintree.  Our prayers are with 
his wife Dorothy and her family. 

We were sorry to hear of the death of Louis Pierce who was a 
member of The Church of the Pilgrimage, though he had lived 
with his daughter and her family in New Hampshire for several 
years.  He loved our church.  Our prayers are with his family. 

The introduction to the Bible Class will not meet until the Sunday 
after Easter, April 11th. 

We thank Ray Quinn for being Worship Leader and Hannah 
Woodbury for her ChildrenÕs Message on March 14th.  

Time and Talent Auction/Luncheon on 
Sunday, March 21st, after church 
Only $4 per adult, $2 per child, max. $12For more information, 
please contact Judy Mitchell at 508-746-3959.   

Call ing all Kids!          
Call ing all Kids! 

 
 

The CE committee is 
organizing a food 
drive.  We are looking 
for any children that 

would like to volunteer to help.  There will be a sign-up sheet in 
Allerton Hall.  Parents are asked to drop off your children and 
pick up.  Any parents who would like to help would be 
appreciated. 
Where:  Stop n Shop on Rte 44 Plymouth 
When: March 27th (we are asking the children to sign up for 2 
hours:  9AM-11AM or 11AM-1PM) 
 Thank you 
 Barbara Quinn Marilyn Borsari 
 Anne Motyka Phil Ragonetti 
 

 
The flowers are in memory Gordon Armstrong.  Given by the 
family.   

Memorial Li l ies:  The joyous Easter 
season is fast approaching.  As is our 
tradition, the beauty of our church will be 
enhanced on Easter morning with a 
multitude of lilies.  Through your loving 
donation of $15, your name and those 
honored or memorialized will be listed in 
the Easter Sunday bulletin as well as in 

Easter weekÕs Herald.  Sign-up in the lower vestibule following 
this SundayÕs service and next Sunday, or call the church office.  
Volunteers will be welcomed to take flowers to shut-ins following 
the service. 

 

 

Please Help Us Stay Green! 

When Geoff Campbell was our 
acting-sexton, he very kindly 
took on the responsibility of 
recycling cans and plastics.  
Since recycling is not part of the 
sextonÕs job, we need someone else 
to take over.  It would be a once-a-week 
commitment, to be done at your convenience.  The more 
volunteers we get, the less often each will have to make the trip 
to the transfer station.  Please contact Shellie at 508-746-3026 
if you are willing to help. 



 

Interested in learning new spiritual practices?  Wishing you had 
time to deepen your understanding of how you already live your 
faith in your everyday life?  Unsure of what spiritual practices 
are?  Just looking for something to do?  Jessica Hague will be 
leading a small group in a 5-week study on Spiritual Practices 
that will be held after Church beginning April 11.  WeÕll learn, 
discuss, practice, and reflect on those activities that allow us to 
Òcreate openings in our lives where the grace, mercy, and 
presence of God may be made known to usÓ (Craig Dykstra).   
All are welcome, but Jess asks you note the following: 
•         To allow time for the group to grow in relationship to one 

another as well as learn about spiritual practices, Jess is 
asking participants to commit to at least 4 of the 5 
sessions.  

•         To allow space for all to be heard (listening is a spiritual 
practice), there will be a limit in the group size.  If there is 
extensive interest, more groups will be formed!  

If you are interested, please contact Jess ASAP in person at 
Church, via e-mail at jessica.hague@gmail.com, or by calling her 
at 508-728-1760.  Guest lecturers may include Jenny Healy, 
so if youÕve always wanted to know what makes her bread so 
special, contact Jess today! 

 

Welcome Visitor Brochures 
Please notice the new Welcome Visitor Brochures in our pews.  
These will provide helpful information for our visitors, plus there 
is a section to fill in details and return to the church.  We thank 
Megan Verdugo for her design and guidance on producing this 
brochure.                    Membership and Evangelism Committee 

Boards and Committees 
Your Nominating Committee is in the process of finding people 
to participate on the ChurchÕs boards and committees.  As you 
probably know, the Church functions by the participation of our 
members on these boards and committees.  While its important 
to work to our Church it is also rewarding and can be enjoyable. 

If a member of the Nominating Committee asks you to consider 
joining a board or committee, please consider it favorably.  If 
you have questions on what a committee does, we will put you in 
contact with someone who is familiar.  If you are interested in 
another committee than the one you may be asked to join, 
please let us know.  If you have an interest in any of our boards 
or committees and you havenÕt been asked, donÕt be shy, let us 
know if your interest. 

The Nominating Committee:  Rosa Cook, Sue Miller, Pat Mudgett, 
Ray Quinn, Amy Simpson and Steve Triffletti  
 
 
 

HEIFER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Heifer International - Overlook Farm,  

216 Wachusett Street 
Rutland, MA - 508-886-2221 

 PANCAKES AT THE FARM 
March 13 and 20 - 9-1 p.m.  Reservations needed.  
 
PASS ON THE GIFT OPEN HOUSE 
Sat, April 3, 10am Ð 2pm  

As part of Pass on the Gift Month, visit Heifer Learning Center at 
Overlook Farm for complimentary tours and regular showings of 
the award winning movie "Twelve Stones," a beautiful film about 
the remarkable transformation of a group of women in 
southern Nepal.  YouÕll see how empowering women can bring 
an entire village out of poverty, and also witness HeiferÕs 
approach to creating hope and self-reliance one community at a 
time.  Learn how Heifer International plays a role in ending 
hunger and poverty at home and abroad while visiting with the 
newborn lambs, goat kids and chicks.  

Rutland Farm Days Open House 
Sat, May 8, 10am Ð 2pm  

In conjunction with the Rutland Agricultural Commission's 
Rutland Farm Days, visit Heifer Learning Center at Overlook 
Farm for complimentary tours.  Learn how Heifer International 
plays a role in ending hunger and poverty at home and abroad 
while visiting with the newborn lambs, goat kids, chicks and 
ducklings. 
__________________________________________ 

The Church of the Pilgrimage-Ital ian Classical Duo  
Tuesday, March 23rd at 7:30pm 

Italian organist Luca Massalgia, joined by alto saxophonist 
Isabella Stabio, are making their first performance trip to the 
United States and will include a stop at The Church of the 
Pilgrimage.  This Italian duo are graduates of the Guiseppe 
Verdi Conservatory of Turin and have earned high acclaim in 
their native Italy.  Their United States performance tour includes 
a performance at Trinity Church, Boston on Friday, 3/26 at 
noon.  The Music Committee is excited to welcome these young 
artists to AmericaÕs hometown and to feature our own Roche 
Pipe Organ in concert.  Thanks to Dave and Sandy Moreland 
who have volunteered to host our Italian visitors.  This concert is 
open to the public and a goodwill offering will be taken to 
support the musicians on their tour. 

From the Moderator: According to the bylaws the 
Moderator has appointed the following persons to vacant 
positions:  Rollin Johnson-Board of Trustees, term expiring 
2012; David Peck-Music Committee, term expiring 2012; Pat 
Mudgett-Nominating Committee; term expiring 2010. 



 
 

Palm Sunday Communion Breakfast, March 28th 
 
There will be a sign-up for the Communion Breakfast during the Coffee Hour on March 21st.  You may also make a 
reservation by calling the church office at 508-746-3026.  This has been a popular event and we need to have 
your reservation as soon as possible in order to plan for the breakfast.  The breakfast is a wonderful opportunity to 
be together as a church family around the sacrament and a delicious meal.  There is not cost for the meal, but a 
donation is welcome in order to defray the cost of the food.  Please plan to be with us for this delightful event.  
 
 
  
  
 

 


