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From Our Pastor 

Nativity scenes with touching histories.  Advent wreath lighters sharing their faith.  Gifts for others 
placed under the sanctuary tree.  Voices lifted high in Christmas carols and poinsettias delivered 
to beloved church members.  Alternative Gift Markets during coffee hour offering meaningful ways 
to mark the season.  The biggest Christmas pageant ever in terms of numbers of kids participating.  
Candlelight Communion on Christmas Eve.  We had a beautiful Christmas season through and 
through! 

And, as always, I look around and see so many people helping out.  From the trustees to the 
deacons, from Monday meal servers to care package preparers, from committee members to 
ushers and greeters, from choir members to Sunday school teachers and confirmation class 
mentors.  Happily, we have no shortage of volunteers at The Church of the Pilgrimage! 

As we move into a new year, we have some great things happening around here.  Covenant groups 
have formed, making space for spiritual wonderings and prayer.  A men’s Bible study now meets 
regularly.  The prayer shawl ministry continues to find weekly fellowship with one another as they 
knit for others.  It will soon be time to talk about mission trips for the summer of 2018.  We are an 
active church, seeking to show love in concrete ways. 

As a pastor, I see so much to celebrate.  Yet there is 
something that concerns me.  Though our 
stewardship committee worked hard on our 
“Draw the Circle Wide” campaign this year, though 
people gave meaningful testimony about how 
much this church means to them, and though we 
are still waiting on a few pledges to come in, the 
reality is our giving is not where it needs to be to 
fund the new things we want to do. Despite all our 
visible vitality, when it comes to supporting our 
ministries in the year to come the truth is we have 
a shortfall. 

Stewardship is not a once a year thing, something 
that we should just be talking about in a particular 
season.  Think for a minute about worship.  We 
gather, we praise, we encounter the word and 
reflect on it, and we give an offering.   All are part 
of our interaction and response to God.  Giving of 

NOTICE 
In accordance with the Bylaws of The 
Church of the Pilgrimage, a Business 
Meeting will be held on January 28, 
2018, following the Service of Worship. 

The purpose of the Meeting shall be: 

1: To approve, subject to amendment, 
the 2018 Budget of the Church. 

2: To receive report of the Nominating 
Committee and take any action thereto. 

All Church Members are urged to attend 
this important meeting.   

Lois E. Post, Clerk 
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our financial resources is one way, an important way, we respond --and we practice this pattern 
each Sunday in worship.  It is part of the Christian life. 

Sometimes I wonder if people realize our ministry is entirely self-funded.  We are able to do what 
we do because we give.  There is no higher body funding us, and we really do count on the support 
of our participants. 

The happy news regarding our current shortfall is that someone has stepped forward to fund the 
pastoral visitation position for the year 2018, a one-time anonymous gift of 12,000 dollars.  That is 
a big help indeed!  But even with that gift, we still have a considerable gap  -- currently estimated 
to be around 12,000 dollars -- money that is needed to cover the rest of our budget.     

Because I am convinced that money should not be a problem for The Church of The Pilgrimage if 
we believe that the church is making a difference in people’s lives, and because I do believe money is 
a spiritual matter, I want to pose a few questions: 

If you haven’t yet pledged to the church, can you?  Might some of you who have already pledged 
re-think your pledge amount?  I realize we have people currently experiencing personal struggles, 
and I do realize that “money doesn’t grow on trees”…..but if we truly value all the many ways our 
faith community touches lives surely we can pull together to address this stewardship issue so as 
to better move into the new year.   

Can I get an “Amen” to that? 

 
 

Stewardship Campaign Update 

While our Thanksgiving and Chest of Joash Service on November 19th marked the “unofficial” end 
of our campaign, our committee continues to reach out to those of you who may be a little late 
getting your pledge cards in. 

We have many positives to announce.  Over 50 families increased their pledge for the new year 
with over 40 increasing it by 10% or more.  A terrific accomplishment!  Also, we have 13 new 
families so far who began pledging which is also wonderful. 

However, we (like every year) lost some pledging families and some others have decreased their 
pledge because of personal circumstances. We will likely have a gap, unfortunately, between what 
we need to meet our proposed budget and what we will have in pledges. 

We need your help!  If you haven’t yet sent in your pledge, please do so as soon as possible. And if 
you haven’t pledged in a while, please start now!  Our church is a very special, holy place; it 
requires all of us who enjoy it to take care of it.  If you can give more, that would be great.  Contact 
Shellie or me if you need pledge cards or wish to discuss your pledge.  

Thanks to all of you who have answered....or soon will answer....the call to Draw The Circle Wide 
for our Church and its vital work!  Val Baumann, Chair 

Women’s Walking Group to meet January 13th 

By way of fellowship, we’d like to get back to a once a month walk.  Our January walk is scheduled 
for Saturday, January 13th at 9 am at Nelson Park.  We walk for about an hour (at different paces of 
course) and then head to Kiskadee coffee house for a nice warm up time, arriving at 10 am.  People 
are welcome to join us for either time, or both. 
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Women’s Retreat News –Save the Date of April 13-14 

With a walk and meeting in December, we have made some plans for the Spring Retreat to be held 
April 13-14th at Craigville Conference Center.  Our theme will focus on companions on the journey, 
using the Emmaus Road Story.  Reverend Rosemary MacKay has agreed to lead the content part of 
that.  We hope to have gentle yoga and also some kind of hands on craft time, as well as walks on 
the beach.  Save the date and look for more details – you won’t want to miss it! 

Confirmation Class News 

Letters are being sent out with registration forms for the Craigville Confirmation Retreat held on 
January 25-26th -- when our youth and youth from other Pilgrim Association churches come 
together to reflect on what it means to have faith today.  Mentors and participants are encouraged 
to use the month of January to visit a church member to have an interview.  Questions for that 
activity have been sent to mentors. 

Martin Luther King, Jr Rally “Shout Out for Justice” 

A rally will be held on Monday, January 15th at the Spire Center on Main Street.  Organized by the 
Plymouth Area Interfaith Clergy Association and Plymouth No Place for Hate, this rally will feature 
an orator who will deliver King’s “I Have a Dream” speech and Reverend Ed Hardy speaking to the 
dream today.  We have planned this to be for all ages, with a service project of packing snack packs 
for the Hedge School after school program taking place.  The day begins at 9:15, with the Rally at 
9:45.  A worship service will be held at Bethel AME Church (walking distance) at 11 am.  It is 
wonderful when the community comes together like this and we do hope you will join us!! 

Visitation Committee 

Monday, January 22nd at 7pm is the date and time for the next Visitation Committee.  We will meet 
in the Marks Conference Room of the JRC.  If you cannot make it, please speak with Rosemary 
MacKay.  We will look at assignments and reflect about our work in the new year. 

Lent begins February 14th 

The season of preparation for Easter begins on Wednesday February 14th with Ash Wednesday.  
Look for more details in the February Herald, but there will likely be two opportunities for 
receiving ashes – a drive-by time outside the sanctuary building in the morning and an evening 
service at 7 in the evening, just prior to choir practice.  We plan to once again have several 
Wednesday evening soup suppers with program during Lent. 

Leadership Retreat Saturday, February 3rd 

Members of the stewardship committee are working on compiling results from the congregational 
questionnaires distributed in December.  This information will form the basis of our gathering as 
we look to where we are going and how we are going to get there, establishing some goals for 
2018 and beyond.  This is a great time for people to get out of their “silos” from their various 
committees and hear from each other.  We begin with prayer, talk a lot, listen more and enjoy a 
soup lunch in the JRC.  All committee members are invited to take part, but everyone who is 
interested is welcome to attend. 
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Deacon’s Notes 
Christmas is behind us and, in just a remarkably short period of time, we will begin the season of 
Lent.  The Deacons are again planning to offer 3 “simple soup suppers” during this time, each one 
different from the others but all will be focused on the theme “The Learning Community.”  More on 
these gatherings will be shared in the February Herald. 

The Boards and Committees of the church will be attending a retreat in February during which 
time we will be taking a look at the thoughts you have shared with us through the survey that was 
completed in December.  Your input is very important to all of us, so thank you for taking the time 
to complete the survey. 

The Deacons continue to offer support through the “mini-ministries” of Writing, Prayer, Meals, 
Visitation, Rides to Church, and Home Communion.  Please inform any one of your Deacons or the 
church office if you know someone who could benefit from any of these services. 

We would like to thank all of you who so generously gave to the Good Samaritan Fund last month.  
Our church is known for its generosity and commitment to helping people in need, both our own 
church family as well as those in the wider community.  The winter months can bring additional 
hardships to many, so thanks in advance for your continued support of this program. 

 

 

The Church of the Pilgrimage Sunday Service Cancellation Procedure 
Causes: snow, no heat, no electricity, hurricane 

Decision to cancel made by 8 AM Sunday, by Pastor, Head Deacon, Moderator [possibly also Head Trustee] 

Pastor:  Choir Director, Organist, any Baptismal families 
Moderator:  Christian Ed. Director, TV station, Websites 
Head Deacon:  Deacon of Month, other Deacons as needed,  Head Membership 
Head Trustee:  Sexton, Nursery Coordinator/Staff, other Trustees as needed 
Head Membership:  Greeters, any New Members joining 
 

Cancellation Notification Tree 
If you get an answering machine, leave a message but then call the next person. 

Choir  Director:  Initiates Choir telephone tree, including Youth/Bell choirs as needed 
Christian Ed. Director: Initiates Church School Teacher telephone tree, Confirmation 
Deacon of Month: Ushers, Coffee Hour personnel 

As soon as possible, the cancellation will be called into TV station 
WCVB - Channel 5 

and posted on one or both of these websites for parishioners to consult: 

http:/ / 8townsquare.org 
http:/ / dougshow.my.capecom.org/snow.html 

Adopted by COTP Church Council 

3/8/2016 
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Men’s Bible Study 

Beginning Men’s Bible Study will meet on January 9th, the second Tuesday this month at the Cotta 
residence, 3 Fuller Way, Plymouth from 7pm to 8:30pm.  We will be reading/discussing Matthew 
Chapter 7:1-28.  All men are welcome.  Additional information please contact Jim Hammond, 774-
283-5008 or james.gonfishin@gmail.com. 

Monday Meals “A Special Christmas Meal” 

Once again, we are indebted to T-Bones Roadhouse for their generosity and creativity in providing 
the lion’s share of our Monday Meals Dinner on Christmas Day.  Chef Botsolis and his staff started 
the day before dawn with final preparations of the turkey, ham, assorted vegetables, cranberry 
sauce, etc.   Just before 8:00am, they came into Allerton Hall a little tired, but with smiling faces 
and much enthusiasm to deliver this sumptuous meal and set up the buffet table ---- then, like 
Santa Claus they wished us a Merry Christmas and just disappeared. 

Christmas Day at our lovely church was ready to go. Our homeless guests, who are required to 
leave the shelter by 7:00am, began to arrive for hot coffee and pastries. Volunteers, some who 
have participated over the years and some new, arrived with favorite casseroles and desserts.  It 
was wonderful to arrive in the kitchen to find plates of goodies, donated by so many of you. 

We welcomed some 40 guests, -- homeless men and women, seniors, residents of group homes 
and neighbors --- now all friends of long standing.  Several former regulars, now success stories, 
came back for reunions. 

Co-chair, Gina Basler had produced a stage-full of items--- hats, scarves, gloves, blankets, jackets, 
hand warmers (you name it); ---and along with Michael and his friend Maddy, led the very 
popular, rocking raffle.  Every guest received at least one gift.  Your donation will be put to good 
use. 

Thank you to Carol & Rollin Johnson; Peter & MaryLou Motyka; Linda & Frank Montague; and Lori 
Allison and other friends and neighbors. 

It was a beautiful day enjoyed by guests and volunteers alike. 

As the new year begins we anticipate feeding 30 to 48 people each Monday, until the end of April. 
We thank Brian Gildea for all his help in overseeing the safety issues and set up each week, and 
special thanks to Tom Mudgett, who helped us navigate the heating system conversion and ramp 
replacement – not to mention loading in heavy supplies and Panera bread deliveries.  Thank you 
to all! 

Where’s the Fire? by Bill McCoy 

Why was the congregation streaming out of church and onto the sidewalk, immediately following 
the benediction?  Was it something Pastor Helen said in her sermon, that last Sunday in 
November?  Did the java not brew, the treats not arrive in time for coffee hour in Allerton Hall?  
No, a fire drill was underway.  

Much to the delight of one little boy, the Plymouth Fire Department parked an engine on Town 
Square and was on hand to sound the alarm.  Plymouth police had been forewarned, should an 
actual crisis have been presumed and chaos ensue.  Kristen, who provides child care for us on 
Sundays, was alerted to the need for an evacuation of her charge out the harbor-side, first floor 
door.  Jenny brought the church school back to the sanctuary during our last hymn, so they could 
take part.  The exiting itself went smoothly, save for some congestion out the Burial Hill-side door.  
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That ramped exit needs to be available primarily for those who can’t easily negotiate stairs, 
particularly worshipers in wheelchairs—one of several learnings from the drill.  Another:  to 
prevent the spread of fire, any open doors should be shut by the last person out of a given area of 
the church, provided there is no risk to anyone’s safety in the process.  And, ideally, someone (the 
pastor? the deacon of the day? a trustee?) would be visibly situated outside, where the fire 
department’s incident commander could check in for information concerning the whereabouts of 
a missing person, say, or any matter pertinent to the safety and security of everyone involved. 

To repeat, from a previous Herald article:  a fire drill won’t guarantee that we’ll be more safe and 
secure as a congregation.  When it comes to the safety and security of any public gathering, there 
are no guarantees.  However, this exercise can improve our preparedness and lead to further 
measures in the interest of serving the One who teaches us to be “wise as serpents and innocent as 
doves.”  Thanks for your help and cooperation!  

2020 Committee Seeks Volunteers 

The Ad-hoc 2020 Committee is seeking additional volunteers to help with projects we have in 
mind for the Plymouth 400-year celebration. 

We will be working with students and faculty at Plymouth South to produce a short Ken-Burns-
style video on highlights in our church’s history.   We would use this as part of our tour program as 
well as put it on the web site.  People with experience writing scripts would be especially helpful. 

We would like to have digitized copies of the many historic pictures around our church and 
display them as appropriate. 

We would like to contact every UCC or Congregational Christian church with the name Plymouth, 
Mayflower or Pilgrim and ask about their history and covenant.  There are 30 towns and cities in 
the USA named Plymouth (more internationally).  We would like to learn how that came to be and 
put together a short presentation. 

On the weekend of October 23-25, 2020, we plan to have a number of events, including a visit by 
Rev. John Dorhauer, UCC President.  We will need help with the planning and execution of these 
events. 

And you may have other ideas, which we would be eager to hear. 

If you are interested, please contact Bob Taylor (bob.taylor1@mac.com), 508-209-0718, or leave 
your name with Shellie in the Church Office  

Happy New Year from the Trustees! 

You know it’s going to be a good year when our 3-major fundraising activities are chaired and 
dates are set. So, you should take your pen and mark these dates on your brand new 2018 
calendars or on your cell phones, iPads, computers or however you keep your calendar. Here you 
go in chronological order: 

Á Dinner and Auction (Time and Talent) - Friday, March 16 
Á Golf Outing - Saturday, June 16 
Á Harvest Fair - Saturday, November 10 

We’d like to thank Ed Pawlowski for being our Time and Talent chair for the last several years, 
however, Ed has decided to step back a bit from the chairmanship but still remain as our 
auctioneer - thank you Ed!  However, we are also delighted to announce that Cathy Sampson has 
agreed to chair this great event along with Kim Engle - thank you Cathy and Kim! Be prepared for 

mailto:bob.taylor1@mac.com
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a new twist or two. Deb Porter has agreed to return as “head chef” to provide a hearty meal before 
you “dust off” your wallets. 

Jim Hammond is returning for a second year as our chair for the Golf Outing - thanks Jim! Jim and 
David Baier led our golf committee in producing a fun-filled, exciting and very successful outing in 
2017 so we look forward to duplicating that effort this year. Keep your clubs ready - June 16 will 
be here before you know it. 

Last but not least, we just completed another successful Harvest Fair in November under the 
guidance of chairs Susie Passmore and Jane Dolan. Both have agreed to be our chairs in 2018. 
They, and their team, introduced some new ideas and we couldn’t be more pleased that they will 
“chair the fair” once again this year. Thank you Susie and Jane! 

These events, while fund raisers, are 
also very important in the life of our 
church in other ways. They also provide 
a means to gather folks together to 
enjoy each other’s company and to get 
to know each other just a bit better. 
These events enable some members to 
experience the joy of working as a team 
leader or team member to reach a 
common goal. The goal is, yes, to raise 
funds, but remember: the net result 
provides the dollars to continue to do 
God’s work in a multitude of ways and 
for that we are most grateful! 

Music Notes, by Rick Dower  
David Tyler 

David Tyler is familiar to many in the congregation of The Church of the Pilgrimage from his 
sonorous bass-baritone solos during Sunday services. His extensive musical background includes 
student work with renowned teachers Michael Meraw, Michael McMahon, and John Moriarty. His 
impressive formal credentials are a Bachelor of Voice Performance from McGill University and a 
Master of Music in Vocal Pedagogy from New England Conservatory. 

In addition to leading the bass section of The Church of the Pilgrimage Choir since 2012, David has 
sung in several venues in Boston and around the South Shore. His recent performances include 
God Bless America at Fenway Park, Saint-Saëns’ Christmas Oratorio at Jordan Hall, Mozart's Mass in 
C, and Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass, as a guest soloist with the Pilgrim Festival Chorus. He is also a 
substitute cantor at St. Thecla's Parish in Pembroke. 

Live performance is not the only musical form to which David has contributed. If you are a video 
game player, you may have heard David’s voice in Nintendo’s Kirby: Triple Deluxe and Square 
Enix’s Final Fantasy XV. Vocals for those games result from David’s collaboration with “Vox Futura 
Choir Boston”, New England's premier professional recording choir. Vox Futura produces projects 
for feature films and international video games.  

When he is not performing, David can be found spreading his passion for music with local youth. 
He has served as a vocal coach for high school musical productions, acted as assistant music 
director at Camp Aloha, judged Massachusetts Music Educators Association Junior and Senior 

Time & Talent, Dinner and Auction 

Save the Date:  Friday, March 16, 2018 from 
5:30-8:30pm for an evening of dinner, raffles, 
contests, door prize, silent and live auction with 
Ed Pawlowski, Auctioneer.  We are looking for 
donations and volunteers to help make this a fun 
evening for the whole family and friends.  Please 
contact Catherine Sampson, Kim Engle or Debby 
Porter.  Watch for more details to follow. 
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District competitions, and taught private lessons to guide students through vocal repertoire from 
classical through contemporary music.  

The Choir knows David as the father of a captivating young son, Henry, who accompanies David to 
rehearsals before the Sunday services and steals our hearts with his shy smile and engaging 
demeanor before he heads to the Crib Room for the service. We are grateful to David for providing 
his voice and his leadership in the Choir. 

News for the Director of Christian Education, Jenny Healy 

Ahhh.  I hear you.  That sign of relief.  You made it through the holidays intact (relatively) and the 
kids are back to school (phew!).  I hope amidst the chaos that is December that you carved a 
moment or two of peace.  That you mustered up the courage to be hopeful about a difficult 
situation.  That you reveled in moments of joy, large or small. And that you were bathed in loved, 
the love of those close to you, the love of Christ born anew in you. 

I am writing this before the pageant but know it will be adorable, that despite someone forgetting 
a line, or the angels screeching their lines or one of the Magi being inaudible, that we will have all 
stumbled through the story together, wondering and marveling like the shepherds viewing that 
star when things fall into place seemingly of their own accord, but more likely by the grace of 
God.  Thank you all for being a part of it, whether that meant dragging kids to rehearsals and 
Sunday School, helping with the back drops or teaching the kids a song, or filling the pews with 
adoring and loving faces, thank you. Thank you, all. 

peace. jenny 

Coming up: 
Jan 7: Communion- Epiphany-worship for all ages 
Jan 14: MLK Meal prep- the Sunday School prepares a meal to be served the following day. 
Details to follow. 
Coffee & Conversation- all teens confirmation age and are invited. 
Jan 21: Teachers meeting at 8:45. 
Parents Afternoon Out: Drop the kids off after coffee hours and we'll feed them, play and read 
stories while you go home and take a nap, do some shopping, go out to lunch with a friend.  Just 
don't forget to pick them up at 2:30! 
Jan 28: Breakfast Club: all parents are invited to share breakfast and fellowship with other 
parents, very informal, please come! 

“Applying the Gospel to Current Events”  - a new Covenant Group 

As Pastor Helen announced in service earlier this Fall, a new Covenant Group is forming which will 
be centered around “Applying the Gospel to Current Events” in our lives and our Church. This title 
is not official, but that is the theme, trying to provide a space where we all, as sisters and brothers 
in Christ can attempt to understand today’s news and politics in the bright light of the Gospel and 
biblical teachings. For me this is sort of a “What Would Jesus Do?” endeavor. How do we as 
followers of Christ process the day’s headlines and what, if anything, should we “do” in response 
to them? Where is God in the midst of it all and how can we most faithfully abide in Christ and 
follow His lead?  

A “Kick-Off” meeting of this group will be held Monday Jan 15th in the Marks Room at 7:30pm.  
Monthly meetings will continue through June 2018. Mondays work well for us, but the schedule 



 

 9 

can be changed if it does not work for others in the group. Please let Sam or Linda Butterfield, or 
Pastor Helen know if you want to join us. Our contact info is:  

Sam Butterfield / Phone: 508-846-1546 / Email: shbutterfield@comcast.net 

Linda Butterfield / Phone: 508-746-7203 /Email: ldbutterfield99@comcast.net 

Pastor Helen Nablo / Phone: 508-746-3026 /Email: helennablo@8townsquare.org 

Notes 

We received word from Stanley Trask that his wife Delia Trask died on November 20th.  They 
moved to Englewood, Florida but were active in the church some time ago.  Stanley follows our 
church by reading the Herald.  We extend our sympathy to him. 

Gordon Campbell died on Monday, December 18th at the Wingate Nursing home.  Plans for a 
celebration of life are being made, and this will likely take place in February or March.  Our 
sympathy is extended to son Geoff and daughter-in-law Liz Hughes Campbell. 

In a note from Tom Barnes:  A sincere thank you to my church family for the poinsettia plant.  It 
brings back loads of memories. 

In a note from Diana Budge:  How do I thank all of my church family that have been such a support 
during this particularly difficult time?  You will never know how much your cards, calls, words of 
comfort and of wisdom have meant to me.  Thanks especially to Alice Heckman who walked me off 
the cliff at church a few Sundays ago when I couldn’t stop the tears and to blessed Amy who holds me 
up daily.  The meal ministry has been Godsend for both Liisa’s family and my own.  What a blessing to 
come home from a day of caring for her and having a meal ready to heat.  She is doing better but has 
some difficulty concentrating, but is improving.  While we do not know what the immediate future 
will be, we are hopeful for time with her in our lives and are working toward that end.  Your prayers 
are our consolation and God is surely watching over us.  Blessings, Diana 

In a note from Naomi Moore:  I wanted to take time to thank you for the thoughtful care package 
that I received during finals week at Quinnipiac University.  It was an act of kindness that truly left a 
positive impact on my week and I am so blessed to have such an amazing congregation to come home 
to.  Thank you again and I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and New Year’s! 

How to Use a Microphone 
Position the microphone close to your mouth.  Vocal 
microphones are designed for close use.  However, 
you don’t want to touch the microphone to your 
mouth. 
¶ Optimally, your mouth should be about one to 

four inches from the center, or axis, of the 
head of the microphone. 

¶ If you are using a stand, make sure the stand 
is raised so that the head of the microphone is 
at the level of your mouth when you are 
standing up straight.  The top of them 
microphone’s head should be directly across 
from your lower lip.  You don’t want to have 
to either raise or lower your chin to speak 
into the microphone. 

mailto:shbutterfield@comcast.net
mailto:ldbutterfield99@comcast.net
mailto:helennablo@8townsquare.org
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Pilgrim Association MACUCC Facebook Page 

We have a new Facebook page - Pilgrim Association MACUCC - Like it - Use it! 

Rev's Mary Lou Gifford (revmlgifford@verizon.net) and Peter Preble 
(rev.peter.preble@gmail.com) are the Administrators. Like to promote an upcoming church event, 
share a celebration or concern? Just send it to Mary Lou or Peter and they would be happy to post 
it.  You will need to request to join the page. 

Incidentally, we would also be happy to promote local church events via our Association email 
database. All you need to do is send a poster version to Bob Gowdy (bandcgowdy@comcast.net), 
the Board's Scribe. 

Your Pilgrim Association Board of Directors 

Ecclesiastical Council for Anne Marie Holloway 

At the request of the Old South Union church (25 Columbian St, Weymouth, MA) the Pilgrim 
Association will gather for an Ecclesiastical Council at 7:30pm on Tuesday, January 16, 2018.   

Habitat for Humanity build on Long Pond Road 

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Plymouth is building 3 homes on Long Pond Road in Plymouth, 
two for veterans in need of affordable housing, and we need volunteers to help in all areas of 
affiliate work.  To learn about our mission and how we choose families or how you can get 
involved, come to our Public Information Session on Wednesday, January 10th, 7-8:30pm, 
Plymouth Public Library, 132 South St, Plymouth.  For more information call our office at 508-866-
4188. 

Standing on the Side of Love – A free family-friendly Coffee House 

The Town of Plymouth’s No Place For Hate Committee is sponsoring a coffee house at The Church 
of the Pilgrimage from 6-9pm on Saturday, January 13th.  This is event is free and open to the 
public and will include live musical entertainment with Fred Meltzer and his talented friends 
whose musical choices will span the decades!  Celebrating Rev. Martin Luther King Jr’s. vision of 
America for Everyone.  Free hot and cold beverages, snacks and cookies (some gluten, dairy, and 
nut free too).  There will be a 50/50 raffle and brand new NPFH t-shirts and buttons for sale.  All 
donations accepted to benefit the NPFH Committee.  Come for cozy snip, a snack and a schmooze. 

Mike Travers Band: If you thought original, guitar enriched music was a thing of the past, then you 
would be deeply mistaken. Armed with a vast array of true original songs, the Mike Travers Band 
has set out on a quest to deliver a musical experience to those who remember how real rock was 
played. 

Jeff Rosen: Jeff is all about putting on a great show. He covers nearly every genre of music in his 
own funky style, as well as showcasing originals and unique mash-ups. Powerful vocals, 
unexpected song choice, and a charismatic stage presence set Jeff Rosen apart from his 
contemporaries.  Jeff has played many venues on the south shore, including bars, restaurants, 
fundraisers, and private parties. He enjoys donating his time and talent for charity as often as 
possible. 

David Jackson:  David is a singer songwriter based on the Cape whose music and manner just 
makes people feel good!  He has been playing venues all over Massachusetts for many years and 
continues to enlighten and impress fans of all ages with his unique musical style and good time 
vibe. 

mailto:revmlgifford@verizon.net)
mailto:rev.peter.preble@gmail.com)
mailto:bandcgowdy@comcast.net)
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January Calendar Events 201 8 
 

January 1:  Happy New Year!  Church Office Closed 

January 3:  Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm, Sanctuary 

January 7:  Epiphany Worship with Communion, 10am, Worship for All Ages 

January 8:  Monday Meals of Hospitality, 11am, Allerton Hall. 

   Board of Christian Ed Meeting, 6:30pm, Marks Room 

January 9:  Men’s Bible Study, 7pm, Tony Cotta’s home 

   Church Council, 7pm, Marks Room 

January 10:  Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm, Sanctuary 

January 11:  Board of Trustees Meeting, 7pm, Marks Room 

January 12:  Nominating Committee Meeting, 8:30am, Steve Triffletti’s office 

January 13:  Walking Group, 9am, Nelson Park 

   No Place For Hate Committee COFFEE HOUSE, Allerton Hall, 6-9pm 

January 14:  Worship, 10am, Good Samaritan Offering received 

   Coffee and Conversation 

   Sunday School children prepare Monday Meal 

January 15:  Martin Luther King Jr. Day- Church Office Closed 

   MLK Jr. Rally begins at 9:15 at the Spire 

   Monday Meals of Hospitality, 11am, Allerton Hall 

   Gospel and Current Events Covenant Group, 7:30pm, Marks Room 

January 17:  Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm, Sanctuary 

January 18:  Mission Meeting, 7pm, Mark Room. 

January 18 -22: Pastor Helen in California (call the office and speak to Shellie or contact Linn  

   Peterson if you need pastoral care) 

January 21:  Teachers Meeting, 8:45am, JRC 

   Worship, 10am, Rev. Dr. Rosemary MacKay preaching 

   Parents’ Afternoon off, 11:30-2pm, Allerton Hall 

January 22:  Monday Meals of Hospitality, 11am, Allerton Hall 

   Visitation Committee Meeting, 7pm, Marks Room 

January 23:  Board of Deacons Meeting, 7pm, Marks Room 

January 24:  Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm, Sanctuary 

January 26-27  Confirmation Retreat in Craigville 

January 28:  Breakfast Club, 8;45-9:45am, JRC 

   Worship, 10am, Pastor Helen preaching 

   Budget Meeting, following worship 

January 29:  Monday Meals of Hospitality, 11am, Allerton Hall 

January 31:  Choir Rehearsal, 7:30pm, Sanctuary 

 

 Looking Ahead:  

 Feb 3:  Leadership Retreat 

 Feb 10:  Mardi Grad theme game night & potluck 

 Feb 14:  Ash Wednesday 
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Caroling at BrookdaleĄ 

 

 

 

 

 

ăGreening of the Sanctuary 

!

From our Membership & Evangelism Committee

Letôs all wear our name tags to church! Whether youôre a long-time member 

or new to our congregation, name tags help all of us from being 

embarrassed by not remembering someoneôs name! 

!
We would like to enlist everyoneôs help in welcoming our church visitors. 

If you donôt feel comfortable engaging in conversation with someone you 

donôt know, please seek out a Membership Committee member who will be 

wearing a blue name tag. They will be looking forward to speaking with 

visitors and introducing them to others. These ñmembership ambassadorsò 

are eager to help visitors and newer members find their way to coffee hour 

and to feel welcome and comfortable in our church! 

!
Welcome to the following new members who joined our church in March 

and June: Dennis and Joanna Albers; Lynne Athanase; Audrey Martinelli; 

Gary Sturgis; Barbara and Dean Anglin-Rizzo; Courtney Derwinski; Kevin 

Leet; Lee McCullough; and Rose Wagner. We are pleased to have them as the 

newest members of our church family!!
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